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1 Timothy Chapter Two: 
The Christian in the House of God 

 
Church services occupy an important place in the lives of believers. Christians regard the church 
as the house of God, where they meet with their fellow Christians for public worship and where 
they receive the blessings of God’s Word, which strengthen and keep them in the faith. Those 
who truly appreciate the benefits of church services will not only be regular in their attendance 
but will also come in the right spirit and conduct themselves in a manner befitting the house of 
God. Paul shows what God expects of us when we are in church. The Importance of 
Congregational Prayer  
 
Read 1 Timothy 2:1–3, 8. Christians should pray often in their daily lives, at home, and 
wherever else they may be. But they should regard especially the church as their house of prayer 
and worship. Christians should attend the Divine Service in a prayerful and devotional spirit and 
take an active part in the prayers and the singing of the congregation. Paul makes a strong appeal 
to all Christians to engage in public prayer. He describes such prayers as supplications and 
petitions offered in the spirit of humility and reverence, in childlike confidence, and in grateful 
acknowledgment of God’s blessings. The apostle also tells us for whom we should pray: not only 
for ourselves, our loved ones, and our congregation, but also for all people. As surely as we are 
to love our neighbor as ourselves, it is likewise our duty to pray for all people. In particular, we 
should pray for our country and government. The welfare of every nation is bound up with its 
government. By praying for it, we not only render a great service to our country but also share in 
the good things that God bestows upon our land in answer to our prayers. When God grants 
peace and prosperity and preserves our nation from war and hard times, we have the opportunity 
to make an honest and comfortable living and the Church is able to do its work unhindered. 
Finally, Paul tells us how we are to pray (v. 8). When he says that we should lift up holy hands, 
he is not referring to postures or gestures in prayer but to our hearts and lives. God will not hear 
us if sin still rules in our hearts. Our prayers will be in vain as long as we hate our neighbor or 
doubt God’s promises in regard to prayer.  
 

1. What rules for praying does Jesus give in John 16:23; Matthew 7:7–8; 8:2; 21:22?  
 
 
 

2.  Why is a person who is angry with someone unable to pray (Matthew 5:23–24; 6:12, 
15)? 

 
 
 

3.  Why will God not hear the prayers of those who doubt His promises (James 1:6–7; 
5:16)?  
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Taking the Message to Heart 
 

Read verses 4–7. In these verses, Paul shows what should prompt us to pray for all people. He 
points to the glorious message of God that we are privileged to hear at every church service. This 
message tells us about God’s love toward us and all people through His Son, Jesus Christ. The 
Gospel tells us that God’s love embraces all people. He wants all to hear and believe His Word 
and be saved. In order to save sinful humankind, God sent His Son into the world. Jesus became 
man to be our substitute, and He served as the mediator between God and man by reconciling us 
to God by making full payment for our sins on the cross. Jesus’ life and blood were the ransom 
by which He bought us free from sin and the power of Satan. In the blessed Gospel, God offers 
us His grace and eternal salvation through Christ, which becomes ours through the gift of faith. 
Therefore, we should faithfully hear the Gospel, take it to heart, and believe it. We should also 
remember that the Gospel is for all people and that God wants us to bring it to others.  
 
4. Why is the preaching of the Gospel so very important in church services (Romans 10:17)?  
 
 
 
5. How are we certain that Jesus has saved us?  
 
 
 
6. Why should we be deeply concerned about the salvation of our neighbor?  
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Proper Conduct in Church Services 
 
Read 1 Timothy 2:9–15. In this section, the apostle is speaking particularly of women, but his 
words apply also to churchgoers in general. There is a temptation to pay more attention to one’s 
outward appearance than to the real purpose of public worship. The apostle does not forbid 
women to dress becomingly or to wear jewelry. But he does not want them to dress for public 
display, whereby they may draw the attention of other worshipers upon themselves or deprive 
their souls of the benefits of the church service. The same could be said of men or youth. God 
desires that Christians adorn themselves with good works as the fruits of faith. Women have the 
same rights and privileges as far as the Gospel is concerned (Galatians 3:28), but they are not to 
assume leadership over men (1 Corinthians 14:34–35). They are not permitted to preach and 
teach in the public meetings of the congregation. At creation, the Lord established woman’s 
position as subordinate to man. If God’s arrangement is ignored, the Church is sure to suffer 
harm. This is clear from the example of Eve who misled Adam into sin. If married, a woman’s 
primary sphere of life and service is to her husband and children, just as a husband’s duties are 
completed for wife and child in loving respect and self-sacrifice (Ephesians 5:22–30).  
 
7. How is a woman’s position explained in 1 Corinthians 14:34–35; Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 
3:18; 1 Peter 3:1?  
 
 
 
 
 
8. Why should women not be allowed to serve as pastors? Whom are women permitted to teach 
(2 Timothy 1:5; Titus 2:3–4)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. How does Christianity truly elevate womanhood (Galatians 3:28)?  
 


