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Lesson 5: Responsibilities Toward Others 
 

Human beings are dependent upon one another for their common welfare. As members of human 
society, we have certain responsibilities toward other persons and are expected to contribute our 
share to the well-being of others. Paul shows very clearly that we are not in this world merely for 
our own sake. God has put us here to live useful lives in the service of our neighbor.  
 
Encouraging Others to Live Godly Lives  
 
Read 1 Timothy 5:1–7. As a pastor, Timothy had to give close attention to the lives of all his 
church members regardless of their age or sex. It sometimes happens that a believer becomes 
careless and permits the sinful flesh to gain control. The best service that a fellow Christian can 
render a person who has fallen into a sin is to warn him or her and to admonish him or her to 
repent (Matthew 18:15; Galatians 6:1, 2; James 5:19–20). In fact, it is our Christian duty that we 
do all we can to keep our brother or sister from losing his or her faith. It is not easy to tell 
another person that he or she has done wrong and that he or she should repent. However, we 
should at all times have the spiritual welfare of our fellow Christians at heart and deal with them 
in brotherly love. It is particularly important that believers watch their conduct in their homes 
and show the right Christian attitude toward their relatives, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. 
On the other hand, when a person stands alone in the world, he or she should not consider 
himself or herself forsaken by God or seek to support himself or her-self in a sinful manner. He 
or she should be encouraged to rely upon God and make all his wants known to the Lord in 
prayer. 
 
 1. What is our Christian duty when we see someone committing a sin (Matthew 18:15– 17)? 
Why should we not approach such a person in a superior or condemning manner?  
 
 
 
2. Why should we show sympathy and kindness especially to widows and older people who are 
left alone and especially our own parents? 
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 Living Useful Lives  
 
Read 1 Timothy 5:8–16. As long as a person is able to support himself or herself, he or she 
should not remain idle and depend on others for a living. God wants everyone to earn his or her 
own living by honest labor and also provide for those who are dependent upon his or her support.  
A person who has a family, aged parents and grand-parents, or other relatives who cannot supply 
their own needs has the obligation to provide for them according to his or her ability. Even non-
Christian people recognize this natural law. Therefore, if a church member neglects to take care 
of his or her dependents, he or she contradicts his or her faith. Paul says he or she “is worse than 
an unbeliever” (v. 8). On the other hand, the apostle teaches that only a person who is not able to 
earn his or her own living is entitled to the support of others. The early Christians seem to have 
kept special lists of needy persons, and the congregations took care of them if they had no other 
means of support. The circumstances in which most widows found themselves were pitiful, 
because it was much harder in those days for them to find employment. In the case of younger 
women, they could find little to do, and these were in danger of spending their time 
unproductively. The only way in which to remedy that situation in those days was to compel the 
young widows to try to support them-selves or to seek another marriage. But the apostle did not 
want them to marry non-Christian men who might win them away from Christ. The home always 
offers a woman ample opportunity to serve God and others with all kinds of necessary good 
works. Her position as a wife and mother is also her best safeguard against the temptations of the 
devil. In general, God has established the rule that every person who is able to support himself or 
herself and his or her dependents is obliged to do so, but that the Church is to take care of those 
who lack all other means of support.  
 
3. Why should every person seek to be regularly employed? What should be taken into 
consideration when one is choosing his life work (John 15:1–8; Romans 12:17b; 2 Corinthians 
8:21)? 
 
 
 
 
 5. Why does the Bible emphasize the home life of believers?  
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A Christian’s Attitude toward His Pastor  
 
Read 1 Timothy 5:17–25. God wants us to respect and honor those who preach and teach the 
Word of God. We should regard them as dealing with us in God’s stead for the welfare of our 
souls. They are entitled to a salary adequate for their needs and a fair compensation for their 
labors as evidence of our appreciation of their service to us. We should guard against making 
unkind or slanderous remarks about our pastors. Nothing will undermine their usefulness more 
than vicious gossip that is spread about them. Therefore, we should not let others raise evil 
charges against them. However, when it is evident that a pastor has sinned, he must be 
admonished. If he remains impenitent, he is not to be tolerated in the congregation; otherwise the 
members become guilty of his sin. When such conditions arise, Christians should act in fairness 
and not show partiality toward any person. Finally, the apostle says that the Christian should 
strive to keep his or her life pure by doing the right thing at all times. He or she should make 
proper use of the means that God has given for the preservation of his or her health.  
 
 
6. When do we show that we honor our pastors and teachers (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Thessalonians 
5:12–13; Galatians 6:6; 1 Corinthians 9:14)? 
 
 
 
 
7. How should we act when we hear our pastors unjustly criticized and slandered?  
 


