
Week 23 – No Fear!        Pastor Darrin Vick 
 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you not forsake you.  Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.  – Deuteronomy 31:8 
 
It may come as a surprise to some people, but I am not a naturally courageous person.  I battle with 
fear.  I struggle with worry.  I second-guess myself and get discouraged.  Being a pastor is not a cure for 
any of these very human conditions.  If you are in any kind of leadership – business, community, 
congregation, or family – you know that there are times when you wonder if you are doing things right 
and doing the right things.  That is why I have Deuteronomy 31:8 memorized and taped to the top of my 
laptop keyboard. 
 
I’m convinced that Joshua must have struggled with these same kinds of feelings.  Why else would the 
Bible record the Lord giving encouragement to Joshua nine times!?!   He was following after Moses and 
had some big shoes to fill!  He had been entrusted with the whole nation of Israel to lead them into the 
promised land.  There would be many battles to fight and obstacles to overcome in this land of promise 
– giant warriors, fortified cities, and powerful armies.  But there were also battles to be fought within his 
people – unfaithful generals and foolish treaties.  Joshua needed constant encouragement to be “strong 
and courageous” in the face of inner weakness and fear.  And he received it from God’s word and from 
those around him. 
 
Being afraid or being discouraged is not a sin but it can lead us down some pretty dark paths if we don’t 
listen to God’s encouragement.  The greatest encouragement of all is knowing that you are not alone in 
your fears.  God promises to be with you and to get out in front of you - just as he promised to be with 
Joshua.  Do not be afraid.  Do not be discouraged.  The Lord is with you! 
 
Question:  What is your greatest fear?  Do you believe God is greater? 
 


