
Week 16 – Around the Fire      By Pastor Darrin Vick 
 
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship 
God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.” – Hebrews 12:28-29 
 
When I was a child, I was fascinated by fire.  One summer, while staying at our family lake home, I took a 
pack of matches from the kitchen to my bedroom and began lighting them one-by-one.  As the flame 
approached my fingers, I would blow them out and toss the used match under my bed.  A few days 
later, my father found the used matches and called me into the room.  When he held the burned 
matches in front of me, I confessed to playing with matches.  I expected he would be angry with me but 
instead, he got down next to me and shared how dangerous and destructive fire could be if it wasn’t 
handled with care.  He then showed me how to properly build a fire in our outdoor fire-pit.   
 
To this day, I still love to build a good fire in a fire pit.  I love the warmth and the way it brings others 
around for good food and good conversation.  But I also have a healthy respect for fire and its awesome 
power to consume anything that comes too close.  
 
The author of Hebrews is mindful of God’s awesome power when he reminds us to worship God with 
reverence and awe.   God is not a “book of matches” that we can play with and then cast aside.  The 
Bible regularly refers to God as fire that leads us, tests us, purifies us, and even fills us so that we can 
show his character in the world and draw others to Him in worship.  He is a loving father who wants to 
“stoke the fire” in our hearts and teach us how to “light a fire” in the lives of others.  May we always 
stand in awe of God’s power and be drawn to his light. 
 
Question:  How do you “keep the fire burning” in your relationship with Jesus?  
 


