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THE

Scapegoat
It’s September now. By this time of the year my 
grass should be brown and dry but in the back 
yard it’s lush and green. I mow, and a few days 
later I have to mow again. So, I thought, I should 
get a goat. It’s the kind of suggestion that doesn’t 
even get a response the first time I say it, so I have 
to bring it up again.

“Yeah,” says my wife. “In our neighborhood 
people can say, ‘Oh, you know where the Lo Vans 
live. Know that house with all the cars that don’t 
run lined up in the street? Ok, well Lo Vans are 
right next to it in the house with goat.’ We’d 
certainly push the beat-up car house up a notch.”

I told her a goat could be kind of fun. In addition 
to being more eco-friendly than a gas-powered 
mower, it’d be free because it could eat grass and 
drink rainwater. Besides, I could write about its 
antics in the Visitor.

“The Visitor, huh? And what’s the connection 
between your goat and Christ or Scripture? She 
asks.

Well, there are a lot of goats in the Bible, around 
140 references, most of them not very 
complimentary. We read about the purity of the 
lamb, not the goat, and when we’re separating the 
flocks, goats go on the left.

Personally though, for as useful as he is, I think 
the goat gets a bad rap. Ok, he’s sort of stinky, 
stubborn, noisy, and eats without discrimination, 
even things that are not supposed to be edible 
(sounds like we have a lot in common). 

But goats are easy to keep, even for poor families, 
probably because they do eat anything. They also 
provide meat and milk products. Goat cheese just 
happens to be delicious. Lots of folks in other 
parts of the world turn to the trusty old goat for 
sustenance.

And one more thing, even though we call him The 
Lamb of God, Christ’s role on the cross was that 
of scapegoat, one who bears the blame for others. 
He willingly took any and all of our sins, without 
discrimination, and cleansed us.

As we strive in our daily lives to become ever 
more purer, I want us to take a moment or two to 
remember the lowly goat. How is it we can 
provide sustenance to those around us, especially 
those with little? The answers are often right in 
front of us, if we just take the time to consider the 
questions.

~ Pastor Tom
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8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
2:00 p.m. Multi-Cultural Worship

Sunday School will begin on September 20 at the 9:30 
a.m. service.  This is for any children 5th grade and 
below.  The nursery is available during the 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m. worship services.

We urge you, if for any reason you are not yet feeling 
safe in attending public worship services, please 
shelter at home, and we hope you’ll participate online 
at www.morningsidelutheran.com at 8:00 a.m. or 
9:30 a.m. or by listening on AM 1360 or FM 94.9 
KSCJ at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday.

worship times

KICKOFF WEEKEND AT MLC: We are excited to 
kick off the summer sermon series, EMBRACE, as 
we dig into where God is leading us. This weekend, 
September 13th, will look different at each service:

8:00 a.m. traditional service will be in the Sanctuary.
9:30 a.m. service will be outside, so bring a lawn chair 
to the building! This will be a family friendly service 
with safe games, crafts and snacks for the kiddos to 
follow the service.
11:00 a.m. service we will be outside, so bring a lawn 
chair! At this service we will recognize our 
CONFIRMATION students and pray a blessing over 
their continued journey in their faith.

Please join us for any or all services and activities at 
our Kickoff on Sunday, September 13th!

PASTOR APPRECIATION SUNDAY:  
Pastor Appreciation will be hosted by the Hospitality 
Ministry Team on Sunday, October 4th.  MLC is so 
blessed to have such amazing pastors and this will be 
an opportunity for you to recognize, honor, and show 
your appreciation for them. A blessing table will be set 
up in the Foyer with card boxes for each pastor and 
refreshments will be served at the coffee station.  If 
you choose to write a check, please make it payable to 
the pastor.

NEW MEMBER EXPLORATION:  
Thinking about joining MLC? Maybe you are new to 
Morningside Lutheran. Maybe you’ve been coming 
for years and just never felt the urge to join. Wherever 
you are at, we appreciate you and embrace you as you 
are!

Want to know more about MLC without any 
commitment? Would you like to get to know some 
other “explorers” like yourself? Then come to a New 
Member Exploration Event. They are fun, informative, 
and engaging. Childcare will be provided as needed.

Join us on Saturday, October 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 
lunchtime! (yes, lunch is included!)



Week of:         Worship Attendance:
August 2   359
August 9   331
August 16      340
August 23    250
August 30   297

Budget               YTD 8/31/19          YTD 8/31/20

Revenue      $728,481             $657,748*
Less Exp.            ($827,969)             ($694,073)

Net                   ($99,488)               ($36,325)

*Included is ytd online contributions

by the numbers
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WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:  The Thursday 
Women’s Bible study will begin a new session 
October, 1st. The group meets from 9:00-11:00 a.m. in 
the Gymnasium each Thursday morning. 
Beginning October,1st, find the good news to 
encourage your life through Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans and do mighty works for God. In this 
6-session DVD Study of Romans, Melissa Spoelstra 
challenges women to explore the truths found in the 
book of Romans that will reframe the bad news and 
remind us of our hope for the future.

Please join us on October 1st! To order a study guide 
please contact Sherri Johnson at 
jsherril59@gmail.com or phone/text 712-253-9498. 
Deadline to order is September 10, 2020. (You may 
also purchase your own study guide from Lifeway.
com, Christianbook.com, or Amazon.com)

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  
We are still in need of Sunday School leaders! Please 
consider volunteering your time to help grow the 
faith of the young ones in our congregation.  A great 
support system is vital to helping our youth succeed.  
Contact Children's Ministry Director, Aleia Nelson, if 
you are able to support the ministry this year!

BAPTISM 101:  
Thinking about Baptism for a child this fall or winter? 
Then please join us for a 1-session class focused on 
this wonderful and amazing covenant called Baptism!

“What does Baptism do? Why is it important? What 
really happens – and what does not?” Is there a link 
between Baptism and Surrender and Salvation and the 
Holy Spirit and being Born Again? We will talk about 
all of that and more!

We will meet on Sunday, October 4 from 9:00 – 10:45 
a.m. in the Kitchen Lounge.

This will be a class jam-packed with information! 1 
CLASS – 1 DAY – 1¾ hours.  Please join us!



2020 HARVEST FOOD DRIVE:  What a blessing 
to be part of this beloved and loving church family 
during such a tumultuous time.  We pray you are safe 
and well and ask God’s protection on you and your 
loved ones.  We also ask you to prayerfully consider 
supporting this year’s fund drive to support MLC’s 
Food Pantry through our 2020 Harvest Food Drive 
September 13-27.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
We invite you to help with this worthy cause of 
feeding your hungry neighbors.  Please drop off or 
mail your gift to church during our 2020 Harvest 
Food Drive between September 13-27, or at any time 
throughout the year. Checks should be made payable 
to Morningside Lutheran Church with MLC FOOD 
PANTRY on memo line.  Members who already give 
online are able to support this campaign by simply 
choosing the fund, “MLC Food Pantry,” through their 
online giving accounts. To set up online giving, 
visit morningsidelutheran.com/give.

BAPTISMS ~ Camden Korey Eriksen, son of 
Jordan & Kylie (Andersen) Eriksen, Kinsley Lynn 
Sackmann, daughter to Seth & Amber (Steichen) 
Sackmann, Shay Matthew Lupkes, son of Matthew 
Lupkes & Riley Zandesteeg and Porter James Gotto, 
son of Jacob & Allysia (Taylor) Gotto were brought to 
the Lord in Holy Baptism.

SYMPATHY ~ We extend our sympathy to Scott & 
Shelly Barto & Family on the loss of Scott’s mother, 
and to Harvey Rabe & family on the loss of Cora.  
Ivy, Sam, & Laryn Clausen; Tim & Paula Clausen 
& Family; and Jim & Tami Daane & Family on the 
loss of Todd Clausen.

WEDDINGS ~ Ashley Flaugh & Zane Norby were 
joined in marriage on August 29, 2020. We pray this 
couple will be blessed during their lives together.

HOSPITALlZATIONS ~ Stan Ahrendt, Al Kay, 
Don Lane, Luverne Schroeder

our church family

MLC PRESCHOOL:  Fundraiser for Morningside 
Lutheran Preschool!  Beginning on Sunday, October 
4th, envelopes with numbers 1 to 100 will be available 
at a table in the foyer. Choose the envelope with the 
amount you would like to contribute and make your 
donation or take an envelope and return it to the basket 
on the table any time during the month of October.

The money will be used to provide scholarships for 
families with hardships and help cover supply and 
material costs of the classroom. The preschool 
teachers, Mrs. Brodersen and Mrs. Larson, will be 
present at all services on October 4th to answer any 
questions.  We appreciate your support and your 
prayers, especially during the pandemic. Thank you!

CROP WALK:  Crop Walk is coming October 4-18. 
With the covid restrictions this year’s walk will be 
different, but the goal is the same!  Help fight hunger. 

 You can donate online at www.crophungerwalk.org 
with either Walker Fran Cole or Team Morningside 
Lutheran.  We will also have a table in the Foyer for 
your donations, which you can drop off at any time in 
the week. 4
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YOUNG AT HEART:
As our congregation enters a new era with the arrival 
of Pastor Noah Ruppert, our Senior Ministry has voted 
to consolidate our current monitor of "Elderversity/
Active Young at Heart" to just plain "Young at Heart".  
This name change enables our ministry to reach out 
to not only the senior members of our congregation 
but also to the demographic of "empty nesters".  We 
prayerfully look forward to the future activities of the 
"Young at Heart" at Morningside Lutheran as this 
pandemic gets under control.
Blessings to you and stay safe,
Randy Hansen, President Young at Heart

Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Monday's 8:30-10:30 a.m.
     Tuesday's 2:00-4:00 p.m.
     Friday's 8:30-10:30 a.m.
     This is a fun activity for all adults.  Beginners are  
     welcome to come and learn the game.  We will be 
     practicing soial distancing guidelines.
Young at Heart Committee Meeting, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, October 7 at 9:30 a.m.
Litter Clean-Up Service Project, MLC.
     Friday, September 25 and Friday, October 30 at 
     9:30 a.m.  Meet at the church to do our part in 
     keeping the grounds looking great.  Please 
     volunteer if you are able.

PAINTING, PAINTING!:  We need your help! It has 
been 8+ plus years since the downstairs classrooms 
have been painted and they need a fresh coat of paint! 

We are painting 10 classrooms and asking that you 
monetarily give to this project. Please pray about this 
gift and if you feel led to donate just write ‘Classroom 
Painting’ in the memo section of your check or you 
can select this option for your online giving as well.

We are ready for some excitement and we are 
EXCITED to welcome the children and youth back 
into the church this fall! When the children and youth 
walk through these doors this fall we want to hear 
them say, ‘WOW’ and ‘Yay, it is so good to be back!’

Please give to this project and be a part of the 
‘WELCOME BACK’ for the children and youth!

If you have any questions, please call the church 
office, 276-2511 and ask for Barb Baker, Church 
Business Administrator.

The family of Cora Rabe would like to thank all who 
came to Cora's Memorial Service.  We would also like 
to thank everyone that gave cards, flowers, words of 
comfort, and prayers during this time.

We want to thank Pastor Tom for his visits to see Cora 
and also for doing her memorial service.  We loved 
her very much, and we know Morningside Lutheran 
Church meant a lot to her as well.

~ The Rabe Family  ~  Harvey, Rod, Randy, Jenny, 
Anna, Adam, Cindy, Emma, and Jacob

thank you

MLC PRESCHOOL:  Morningside Lutheran 
Preschool is once again collecting Hy-Vee Grocery 
Receipts. Your receipts help the preschool purchase 
needed items. Receipts (excluding gas or pharmacy 
receipts) may be brought to the church office. Thank 
you for your help!
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The following are those who are on the caring and 
sharing list for October.  You will be contacted if you 
are needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

Patricia Adamson
Katrina Aesoph
Leila Agee
Judy Alvis
Sabrina Andersen
Julie Anfinson
Judy Bollmeyer
Jodi Bosley
Gail Brandt
Ellen Christofferson
Sarah Culver
Jessica Davis
Diane Desy
Mary Gayer
Kristin Gray
Cyndi Hamburger
Karen Hogan
Joan Hostad
Gerry Judd
Vaunda Klink

Marcia Knutson
Karen Koch
Doris Lahrs
Coleen Loffswold
Jeannette Lubsen
Molly McCain
Sharon Monckton
Cheri Neal
Barbara Olson
Ann Rathman
Heather Reinhardt
Sydney Scar
Linda Schmidt
La Rue Stokes
Kimberly Sweisberger
Janelle Tharp
Linda Van Bergen
Muriel Walker

CARING AND SHARING

BENEVOLENCE & MISSIONS:  MLC fulfills its 
mission to bring others into a relationship with Christ, 
not just through its own involvement in the 
community, but also by supporting other organizations 
and individuals by doing Christ's work.  Therefore, 
every year MLC tithes 10% of its budget to support 
missions and non-profit organizations who are doing 
God's work in the community and beyond.  Part of this 
process involves seeking and obtaining applications, 
which are then reviewed by the Benevolence & 
Missions Team.  If you know of a mission or 
non-profit organization that you'd like MLC to 
consider supporting, please contact Barb Baker at 
barbbaker@morningsidelutheran.com.  Applications 
must be received by October 15, 2020 in order to be 
considered for the 2021 budget year.  All 
recommendations made by this team will then be 
reviewed for approval by the Finance Committee.
The Benevolence & Missions team is comprised of 
Church Council members, Finance Committee 
members, and other congregation members, so if 
you'd like to be a part of the process and join the team, 
please contact Barb Baker at the church office.

CUSTODIAL PART TIME POSITION:  
Morningside Lutheran Church has a part-time job 
opening for an ‘every other weekend’ custodian. This 
position would be support to the current staff and must 
be able to lift sometimes heavy objects including 
setting up tables and chairs. The average hours 
every other weekend would be 10 hours. Hourly pay is 
competitive and negotiable. If you have any questions 
or are interested please call Barb Baker at the church 
office 712-276-2511.

THE ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE:  This is an 
amazing and uplifting 7-session course designed to 
give couples the tools to build strong and healthy 
marriages that last a lifetime. You will find the course 
to be uplifting and encouraging, whether you are 
newlyweds or a well-seasoned couple! Each session 
will lead into great conversations with your spouse. 
The course if offered via Zoom Online so all the 
discussions will take place in the privacy of your own 
home! A Marriage Course Manual will be provided 
for each participant. The course is free of charge and 
will begin Tuesday night, September 22 at 7:30 p.m.  
Please contact Marc Christofferson or Pastor Jon to 
sign up and receive a manual.
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Noah Ruppert
Tom LoVan
Jon Gerdts
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Paul Peterson
Aleia Nelson
Ariel Clabaugh
Judy Kane
Scott Larson
Julie Larson
Mandy Brodersen

Phone: 712.276.2511
Fax: 712.276.5459
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
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facebook.com/morningsidelutheran

Lead Pastor
Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor

Administrator
Contemporary Music Coordinator
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