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STAYING ON COURSE

During the summers of my childhood, I spent many
weekends with my family at our lake home. Some of
my favorite memories involved being out on the water
in a boat or floating on rafts and tubes. Our neighbors
owned an old pontoon boat that had no motor, so it
couldn’t travel out on the lake and thus it remained
abandoned on the shore. One weekend, my friends
and I decided to mount an electric trolling motor to
the pontoon to see if we could get it out for some fun
on the lake. Sure enough, the motor had just enough
power to propel the pontoon slowly across the water.
On a warm day with a gentle breeze, ten of us climbed
aboard and headed out a few hundred yards to the
center of the lake for swimming.
All was well until we decided to start back for shore.
We had drifted. The gentle breeze had blown us a
considerable distance and we would be fighting against
that same breeze, in a large pontoon with a small
trolling motor, to get back home. It was a losing battle.
Our only hope was to get back in the water and begin
paddling the pontoon closer to shore. It took almost
half an hour of maximum effort just to get us back to
where we had started our adventure. Drifting is easy.
Getting back on course is hard.
A church can be like a pontoon boat in a breeze. It’s
easy to drift wherever the prevailing winds may take
you. It requires faithful commitment to set a course
and to move toward a goal.

We have a goal at Morningside. It’s to become people
centered on Jesus. We have a mission at Morningside
to bring people into a relationship with Jesus Christ
which results in changing lives and a commitment
to follow his example. We have a process for helping
people gather, grow, give, and go into a Jesus-Centered
life. These things are simple to describe and hard to
accomplish. The prevailing winds of culture, both
inside and outside the church, will tempt us to “go
with the flow” and lose sight of our mission. We could
drift into complacency and comfort or get stuck in the
weeds of nostalgia. But we could also foolishly think
that we can rely on our own “trolling motor” efforts to
move ahead.
The Holy Spirit is calling us to move forward in faith
and become focused on God’s mission “according to
his power that is at work within us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
As a catalyst in this journey, the staff and council of
MLC will be reading and discussing a book entitled
Simple Church by Thom Rainer and Eric Geiger. If
you would like to join this journey of discovery with
us, feel free to pick up a copy from Amazon.com. And
may you know God’s unconditional love and abundant
grace as we press on, together!
~Pastor Darrin

COMING UP AT MLC

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

CHANGE FOR THE VISITOR
Change, change, change! A part of our everyday lives
is change. I’m not sure I like all of the changes that
happen but we do need to accept, compromise, or
sometimes adapt. With that said, beginning January 1,
2019, the communication of the Visitor will change by
being distributed in one of three ways:

The call committee for a new Associate Pastor met
several times in July and August. We approved a job
description and narrowed down some of the important
characteristics we are looking for in a candidate. We
also developed some initial questions to be answered by
those who are interested in this call.

1. Online at morningsidelutheran.com.
2. Email directly to you.
3. Pick up a copy at church.
Barb Baker, Church Administrator
HOMEGROWN ART & MUSIC EXHIBIT
The MLC Homegrown Art Show will be held on
Sunday, October 14th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. This year
the show will be in the gym and is open to all artists,
young and old. Registration is open until October
7th. Contact Connie Luhman at cluhman658@gmail.
com or 712.253.6300, or Cathy Washburn at ncwashburn@wiatel.net or 712.948.3311.
ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild will meet September 27th at 7:00 p.m.
in the Fireside Room. We are happy to have two new
members, but would like to have more join our group!
Come to our September meeting if you are interested
in helping out with Communion or Baptisms.
MERCY MEALS
Mercy Meals will be on Saturday, October 13th. Make
a difference in the lives of children in need throughout the world by helping out that day! The first session
is from 9:00-10:30 a.m. and the second session is from
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Sign up sheets will be available
in the Narthex.
CROP WALK
This year’s CROP Walk will take place on Sunday,
October 21. Registration starts at 1:00 p.m. at Grace
United Methodist Church (1735 Morningside Ave).
MLC raised $6,082 of the $26,820 last year; we have
always been the largest contributor! There will be a table set up in the Narthex on October 7, 14, and 21 for
signing up and donations. If you have any questions,
please contact Erik Loe at 605.690.6594 or loe.erik@
gmail.com.

We have posted to the LCMC website that we are seeking an Associate Pastor. On August 15th, we also sent
direct mailings to all Heartland District congregations
and to all ordained pastors in Iowa, Nebraska, and South
Dakota who had listed themselves on the LCMC website
as available for call. We asked for responses by September 15th.
If we get enough candidates to respond, then we can
proceed to personal interviews. If not, we will broaden
our search.
Norm Washburn, Call Committee Chairman

ALLIE'S FAREWELL
At the end of August, I announced to the MLC staff
that I will be concluding my time as the Communication Specialist at Morningside Lutheran. I have been
approached by a company in Sioux Center, Iowa for the
opportunity to take on a new full-time marketing and
events position.
Even though I haven’t been here very long, I have been
so fortunate for the opportunity to grow and learn, professionally and spiritually. I have really enjoyed working
here and I am extremely thankful to have worked with
an amazing staff and volunteers.
As much as it saddens me to be closing this chapter, I
am very excited looking forward at what God has in
store for me in the future. I wish Morningside Lutheran
the very best!
~Allie Kaemingk

HOSPITALIZATIONS
Joyce Sandvold, Betheen Benson, Dewain Fravel, Rosie Zentz, Joan Tozier, Susan Ahrendt, Stan
Ahrendt

SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Rick & Angie Schneider
on the loss of Rick's father, to Dan & Mary Gildemeister on the loss of Mary's mother, Madonna Hall,
and to the family of Otto Schneider. We pray God
will continue to comfort them during this time of
loss.

•

KidZone is officially in full swing! Join us back for
programming Sundays for KidZone from 9:3010:30 a.m. KidZone is perfect for Preschool (3 year
olds who are potty trained) through 5th graders.
We also have Kids Church at the 11:00 a.m. service for Kindergarten through 5th grade. Make
sure you also check out our KidZone After Hours
on Wednesday nights for K-5 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
with pizza and popcorn offered at 6:00 p.m.

•

We are giving out our second grade Bibles with
our teaching time on September 23rd at the 9:30
service. Mark it on your calendar and be ready to
spend the morning with us as families as we explore the ins and outs of the Bible with your family.

•

Our “Village” of leaders and parents who are a
part of KidZone has gone up 500% since last year!
How awesome is that?! If you’d like to be a part of
leading, building relationships with other parents
and learning from them, and getting to know the
best kids in the tristate area let me know and we’ll
find a spot for you!

BAPTISMS
Falon Alice Flannery, daughter of Rusty & Kacey
(Mouw) Flannery, Reese Elizabeth Reinking, daughter of Jordan & Morgan (Gehling) Reinking, Kyrah
Jane Bata, daughter of Tim Bata & Hannah Jepsen,
and Autumn Jordan Wright, daughter of Adam &
Megan (Brand) Wright were brought to the Lord in
Holy Baptism. We pray God will richly bless them and
guide them in the years ahead as they grow in their
Christian faith.

WEDDINGS

Katie Sorensen & Daniel Werner were married
on August 11, 2018, Leah Albert & Jed McInerney
were married on August 25, 2018, and Katie Walker
& Sage Washburn were married on August 31, 2018.
We pray these couples will be blessed during their
lives together.

STAFF OPENING
Communications/Media Specialist
Part-Time Position - 24 Hours Per Week
General Purpose: Position is a combination of written
communication and graphic design. To create, implement, and oversee all communications, be it internal or
external, to effectively describe and promote all events
and programs of Morningside Lutheran.
If interested, please stop by the church and pick up the
complete job description. Any questions please refer to
Barb Baker.

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday morning women’s Bible study welcomes
you to two upcoming events. Join us from 9:00-11:00
a.m. in the Fireside Room for one or both events.
•

•

October 18: Connie Bartels will share a program
entitled, “Six Lessons We Can Learn from King
Jehoshaphat”. We will learn how to prepare for a
crisis ahead of time and other lessons. Anticipate a
pattern of listening, writing, and interacting.
October 25: We begin a Bible study that takes participants through Pastor Rick Warren’s six methods
of Loving, Learning, and Living the Word of God.
The six sessions of 40 Days in the Word will guide
the group through what it means to not just be
“hearers” of the Word, but also “doers” of the Word.
To order a study guide, contact Pam Thorson by
calling/texting 712.301.9624 or emailing pamthorson@gmail.com preferably by Thursday, October 11.

FORMER PASTOR RECOGNITION GREETINGS

Thanks for the invite to Morningside's 100th year celebration! What an exciting time to gather and celebrate
all that God has done through the work of His church.
Unfortunately Pam and I will not be able to attend the
celebration festivities. We are in the midst of moving
and building a new home. Please greet everyone for us
and have fun celebrating all that our awesome God has
done! God is so good all the time!
~Kevin Lee
Thank you so much for the invitation to MLC's 100th
year celebration! We wish we could be there but it won't
work for us. Please pass on our congratulations to all
and know that we will be praying that the day will
be amazing and our Lord will be glorified! In the love of
Christ.
~Paul & Renee Spaulding
God has blessed your mission and ministry! Congratulations as you celebrate the congregation's centennial.
Although we will be unable to attend (our current congregation celebrates its 75th anniversary on the
same weekend), Bobbie Lou and I offer our prayers as
you seek "To Bring People into a Relationship with Jesus
Christ which Results in Changing Lives and a Commitment to Follow His Example."
It is now more than 30 years since we concluded our
time at Morningside Lutheran. The two children that
you knew became three, all of whom are adults, two of
whom are married with their own families. Bobbie Lou
serves the community in volunteer capacities. I have the
privilege to accompany people in the final stages of life
as a chaplain of Essentia Health St. Mary's Hospice here
in Duluth.
Morningside had an important part in the spiritual
journey that led to chaplain ministry. You showed me
what elders and dying people have to teach each of us.
You offered the opportunity to carry Christ to people of
all ages and to learn from young and old.
During those years you supported several men and
women whom God was calling to ministry in the
Church. They represent one way Morningside
Lutheran followed Jesus. Following Jesus for 100 years
has made a difference in generations of people, including Sioux City and surrounding communities.

Thank you for the privilege of serving with you from
1980 until 1985. May God guide you as you continue to
serve Him!
~Craig S. Carlson
We just received in the mail your letter regarding the
Morningside Lutheran Church centennial celebration
event set for August 12, 2018. I am sorry to inform you
that Marilyn and I have a previous commitment that has
been on our calendar for almost a year. We arranged for
our annual Lutheran Bible Institute reunion to be held
at Mount Carmel near Alexandria, Minnesota that week
and we will be headed north rather than south!
Mount Carmel is celebrating 80 years of ministry at
their Lake Carlos site. The Lutheran Bible Institute outdoor ministry began 98 years ago in rented facilities. I
have just completed a 290-page, 18/20 year history of
that camping ministry prior to the 1938 construction
of the Mount Carmel site. That book is due off the press
any day now. I will have an opportunity to share some
of that history through a PowerPoint presentation at the
reunion.
Thank you for sending me the beautiful cross. There is
enough similarity between it and the cross in the MLC
sanctuary to be a good reminder of the
fifteen years I had the privilege to serve under that cross
as a pastor of such a wonderful congregation!
I am enclosing a couple of devotional sheets as a message to our friends at Morningside Lutheran Church
(Read his devotions in the August Visitor). Our commitment to God is an intentional thing and not some
automatic even, sacramentalistic thing (my computer
spellcheck says that is not a word!). There is no such
thing as automatic Choose-God-Check! I started printing these ¼ sheet devotionals when I was an Elderversity Pastor at MLC and have continued writing and using
them here at Christ the King in Mankato.
We are confident that Morningside Lutheran Church
will continue to have a vital place in the church of God
on earth as long as it faithfully proclaims and lives the
Word of God and leads this world of seeking wanderers
to the foot of the empty cross. We love you!
~Donohue and Marilyn Sarff

ELDERVERSITY &
ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

September 20: Pickle Ball Introduction, 7:00-9:00
p.m., Gym - Adults of all ages are invited to learn
the game of Pickle Ball! Balls and paddles will be
provided.
October 1: Mall Walking, 9:00-10:00 a.m., MWF
October 1-March, Southern Hills Mall
October 3: Elderversity Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m.,
Fireside Room
October 9: Hospice Death Over Donuts, 6:00-7:00
p.m., Fireside Room - Learn how to begin the
greatest conversation of your life. We can help get
your plans & preferences written down and start
the conversation with those significant people in
your life.
October 10: W.I.G.S., 11:30 a.m., Gym
October 11: Medicare Supplement Session, 7:008:00 p.m., Fireside Room - Attend this informational session on Medicare supplements, advantage plans, Part D, drug plans, and what is new for
2019.
October 18 & 19: Flu Shot Transportation - Free
transportation for seniors to your provider. Call
Randy Hansen at 712.212.1575 or Darlene Moss
at 712.276.0165 before October 18 to schedule a
time.
October 27: Morningside Football Tailgate, 11:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Olsen Stadium - We'll have a pregame tailgate and attend the game for individuals
and families. Cost will be $10-12. Come & enjoy
the day to support the Mustangs!
Pickle Ball, Gym, Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m., Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 p.m., and Thursdays 2:00-4:00
p.m.

GOD STORIES
A few months ago a guest speaker at MLC, Kent
Groethe, challenged us to compile God stories from
Morningside Lutheran. If you have a God story you
would like to share, please email it to Alex Knepper
at atknep@gmail.com or to Marc Christofferson
at zip51106@gmail.com. Don’t worry about your
writing; we will edit your story if needed. Let us also
know if you would like your story to be anonymous.
God Directs
As I was leaving church, I met a few guys that were
planning a long weekend trip to Denver to one of
the first Promise Keepers meetings. They invited me
to join them. Giving it some thought, I considered
the twenty hour round trip in an uncomfortable van
and a couple of days sitting in a hot football stadium. I said, “No thanks.”
While driving home, I heard God speaking to me
very loudly (He usually speaks to me in a still small
voice). “I want you to go to Denver.” I was so convinced it was God that when I got home I wasted
no time in calling the guys to tell them I was joining
them on the Denver trip.
On our way home from Denver I asked God, “What
was this all about about? Why did you want me
there?” He said, “Do you remember what one of
the speakers, Jack Hayford, said about the man
God could find every morning on his knees? That’s
where I want to find you.” I have found that time in
the morning — the most rewarding of my Christian
experience. It is worth getting up a little early to
experience it!

THANK YOU
Thank you to Morningside Lutheran for all your
prayers, cards and well wishes on my recent shoulder surgery. A special thank you to Pastor Tom
for his visits at the surgery center; it gave me great
comfort. Again, we are so thankful to be members, in Christ, in such a loving congregation. Your
thoughtfulness is a treasure.
~Ardie Nixa

MLC BY THE NUMBERS

CARING & SHARING
Following is the list of those who are on the Caring and
Sharing List for October. You will be contacted if and
when you are needed to help provide food.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adamson, Patricia
Aesoph, Katrina
Agee, Leila
Alvis, Judy
Andersen, Dorothy
Andersen, Sabrina
Anfinson, Julie
Bollmeyer, Judy
Bosley, Jodi
Brandt, Gail
Christofferson, Ellen
Culver, Sarah
Davis, Jessica
Desy, Diane
Gayer, Mary
Gray, Kristin
Hamburger, Cyndi
Hogan, Karen
Judd, Gerry
Klink, Vaunda
Knutson, Marcia

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Koch, Donna
Koch, Karen
Lahrs, Doris
Loffswold, Coleen
Lubsen, Jeannette
McCain, Molly
McEntaffer, Stacy
Monckton, Sharon
Neal, Cheri
Olson, Barbara
Oss, Nicki
Rathman, Ann
Reinhardt, Heather
Ross, Jacky
Scar, Sydney
Schmidt, Linda
Stokes, La Rue
Sweisberger, Kimberly
Tharp, Janelle
Van Bergen, Linda
Walker, Muriel

BOOK REVIEW
By Karen Houpt
The Lady of Tarpon Springs
by Judith Miller
When Dr. Lucy Penrose discovers
she’s inherited her father’s sponge-diving business, she asks her friend and
lawyer Zanna Krykos to run it instead
so she can focus on medicine. In the
mean time Zanna’s Greek family is unhappy with her
choice of profession and wants to find her a husband.
Nico Sevdalis leads a group of 50 men from Greece to introduce new diving methods and equipment to America.
He quickly learns that his team does not want this young
woman to be their boss. Between the language barrier
and Zanna’s lack of knowledge in the sponge business,
the two face unexpected complications and discover they
make a good team. Will Zanna be forced to find a husband or has he already found her? This is a pleasant read.
(F800)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE / GIVING
$22,703
AUG. 5
644
$16,145
AUG. 12
596
$15,988
AUG. 19
572
$16,878
AUG. 26
713
Budget Mins.
of MLC

YTD as of
08/31/17

YTD as of
08/31/18

REVENUE
LESS EXP.
NET

$745,002
($811,862)
($66,860)

$733,198
($812,964)
($79,766)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your
glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my
people, that we should be able to give as generously
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have
given you only what comes from your hand."
1 Chronicles 29:13-14
~Finance Team~

8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION NIGHTS
What: Three magical Friday nights throughout your
8th grade year that will teach you about our faith in
Jesus Christ. We will also eat and play some type of
ridiculous game!
When: Fridays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the church basement on October 26, 2018, January 25, 2019, April 26,
2019 and a make up night on July 26, 2019.
Why: As part of our confirmation program, we desire
that all students have a working understanding of The
Ten Commandments, The Apostle’s Creed, and The
Lord’s Prayer. These nights are designed to be concentrated and interactive for our 8th grade students. This
is also a requirement at MLC to complete the Lutheran
confirmation program so please make sure to plan
on having your 8th grade student attend these three
nights.
If you have any questions, contact Paul Peterson
at paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com or
712.276.2511 Ext. 12 (Work) or 712.389.0449 (Cell).
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