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We have this hope
“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, and his
incomparably great power for us who
believe.”-Ephesians 1:18-19a
I don’t know about you, but I have been fighting
really hard to fill my “hope meter” lately. It seems
like we can get to the point where we wonder,
What’s the point?. Missing friends we used to
see regularly and jumping over one hurdle just to
encounter another one seems to be just the
beginning of our disappointment lately. Many of
you know that Paul and I have been trying to sell
our house. After six years of owning a small
acreage of land, this last spring, we had finally
decided it was time to take the steps to start
building, which began with selling our current
“starter house” we have lived in for 14 years. So,
we waited out the first part of a global pandemic
and put in all the work (and money) into getting
the house ready for sale. After less than a week
being on the market, we had to fix a light fixture,
a dryer, and a water softener, which all happened
to go out. Money we had hoped to be putting into
our new home is now going back into the home
we will be leaving behind. I remember sitting on
the floor of our living room, painting the
floorboard trim nearly in tears thinking, “Is all of
this work even going to be worth it?”

My house sale woes (and the temper tantrums that
have gone along with them) are probably
laughable to those of you who have dealt with the
pain of loss or the fear of the unknown in a new
diagnosis or those faced with the reality of
end-of-life issues for a loved one or even
themselves. So many right now are dealing with
the fear of this disease that has captivated our
whole society. From the devastating loss of
income from a quarantine order to the risk of
health and life that could come from contracting
the disease, morale seems to be at an all-time low.
Did I mention it has been hard for me to keep my
“hope meter” filled?
So, where do we go from here? Whenever I am
looking for perspective, scripture is always a good
place to look. Sometimes we even find perspective
where we least expect. The psalmist may have had
some similar life experience as they wrote, “Out
of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear
my voice…I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and
in his word I put my hope…O Israel, put your
hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing
love and with him is full redemption.” (excerpts
from Psalm 130) I think Paul had some of these
struggles as well as, in the first chapter of
Philippians, he describes his time in prison. He
comes to a conclusion in this passage that is all
but typical of someone experiencing suffering
in life. He says that he is rejoicing in his chains
because of the advancement of the Gospel. He
thinks so little of himself at this point to go as far
as to say, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is
gain.”(Philippians 1:21) There is something about
nearness to Christ that allows these people to live
in the most dire of circumstances and yet come to
the conclusion that there is a hope beyond them.
Continued on page 5...

worship times
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Worship
Sunday School (PK-5th Grade)
Nursery Available
11:00 a.m. Worship
Nursery Available
11:00 a.m. Radio
Listen to the 8:00 a.m. service on the radio at
KSCJ 94.9 FM or 1360 AM.
2:00 p.m. Multi-Cultural Worship
Sunday School (PK-5th Grade)
Participate live online at MLC's Facebook page or
www.morningsidelutheran.com at 8, 9:30, & 11.

GIVING TREE:
What a blessing to be a part of this loving, caring, and
giving church! It has been our church’s long-time
tradition and act of compassion to bring the Joy of
Jesus and the Spirit of Christmas to individuals and
families in need through the Comfort and Joy
Christmas Giving Tree.
As we continue this tradition in 2020, we are
simplifying the process due to COVID19. Instead of
placing tags on the tree for members to choose and
purchase gifts, we are asking members to donate gift
cards for us to distribute to 10 area agencies. Gift
cards will be safer to handle for the MLC givers, the
agencies, and the recipients!

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE:
Worship on Thanksgiving Eve will take place on
Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 p.m. There will be
pumpkin pie and cookies served after worship. Join us
for fellowship or take your treats to go!

PRESCHOOL:
Thank you so much to all who contributed to
Morningside Lutheran Preschool with donations,
HyVee receipts, and prayers! We are so blessed to be
supported by such a wonderful church family. Thank
you!		
~ Julie Larson, Preschool Director

We are asking you to prayerfully consider
participating in the Comfort & Joy Giving Tree Gift
Card Drive from November 8-29. We invite you to
purchase a gift card valued at $30 to $40 from one of
these local businesses – Kohl’s, Target, Walgreens or
Walmart – and return to the church office by Sunday,
November 29.
That will give us time to distribute the cards to the
following agencies so that they may use them to fulfill
their Christmas wishes: Boys & Girls Home and
Family Services, Inc., Crittenton Center, Her Health
Women’s Center, Hope Street Mission, Lutheran
Services of IA, Mid-Step Services, Morningside
Elementary, Multicultural Ministry, Spalding Park
Elementary, Transitional Services of IA
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus to
bring comfort, love, and joy to your neighbors in need
this Christmas!
~ MLC’s Social Concerns Team
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING:
Help spread the holiday cheer by joining us for our
annual Christmas Caroling event! Although things will
look a little different this year due to COVID-19, we
would still love to sing, sing, sing and bring joy in a
socially distant way to those who we are able to visit
this season. Bringing blessings, comfort, and joy is
our main emphasis during the Christmas season.
If you are interested in participating, please sign up
as a caroling team or family on or before November
22. You can sign up in person at the Welcome Desk
or online at morningsidelutheran.com under the events
tab. We ask that you limit your team to those who you
are already around day to day. Then choose a date that
works well for your group to carol between December
6-20 - any date, any time. A list of the residents your
group will visit will be distributed before December 6.
We are looking for 26 groups to sign up and visit 80
residents. That's only about 3 residences per group!
To try and limit contact with residences, we are asking
groups to not go inside the home and keep at least a
6ft distance.
Although we love to get together for great fellowship
after caroling, we have decided not to have a potluck
at the church this year.
Help us continue to give blessings to our Morningside
Lutheran Church family this Christmas season. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Dianna
Michaelis at 712-274-7562 or Jennica Corporon at
712-540-0938 or jennica.corporon@yahoo.com.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s Bible study will begin a new
session November 19. The group meets from
9:00-11:00 in the Gym each Thursday morning.
Beginning November 19, the study, The Purpose
of Christmas features three sessions taught by Rick
Warren on why we celebrate Christmas and how it can
change our lives forever. At the very first
Christmas – the birth of Jesus – an angel announced
three things. In those three statements of the angel, we
find the three purposes of Christmas: 1. Christmas is a
time for celebration 2. Christmas is a time for
salvation 3. Christmas is a time for reconciliation.
Please join us on November 19! To order a study
guide please contact Sherri Johnson at phone/text
712-253-9498 or jsherril59@gmail.com. Deadline to
order is November 9. (You may also purchase your
own study guide from Lifeway, Christianbook, or
Amazon.)

by the numbers
Week of:
October 4		
October 11		
October 18
October 25 		
Budget
Revenue
Less Exp.
Net

Attendance:

Sunday School:

320			
306			
292			
159			

38
42
40
35

YTD 10/31/19

YTD 10/31/20

$904,482
($1,010,017)

$825,703
($923,699)

($105,535)

($97,996)
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FOOD PANTRY:
With the constant need of food support, especially
during these times of pandemic in our community, the
social concerns team at MLC has made the decision to
expand the food pantry. Our food pantry will now be
open two days each week. Food will be distributed on
Tuesday evenings from 4:30-6:30 p.m. and
Wednesday mornings from 10:00am-Noon. The
drive-thru setting allows individuals and families
to pull up around to the circle drive front doors and
volunteers will place the bags of food in each vehicle.
The pantry is open to all.
If you are interested in giving your time to this
ministry, please contact the church office. There are
many ways to help including food pickup, set up,
distribution, community engagement, and clean up or
tear down. Thank you for your continued support of
this ministry!
MEET OUR
NEWEST STAFF
MEMBER:
My name is MeGann
Daum. I have been
a member of MLC
for 15+ years. I have
helped in the nursery,
been a Confirmation
leader, been a choir
member, and for
many years have sung
with the bands! I am
a mother to two sons,
Mythias and
Nathaniel. I am also
an Administrative
Assistant, and an
entrepreneur.
Nathaniel is getting older and working, and with that
I am finding myself getting bored! (never thought I’d
say that ) So, I recently began thinking of expanding
my cleaning services to evenings and/or weekends.
However, while reading through the bulletin after the
Confirmation service, I saw that MLC was looking for
a PT every other weekend custodian. I haven’t opened
a bulletin since mid- March, and the first time I got the
chance to, I came across this position. I believe God
was leading me to where he wanted me!

CHRISTMAS DECORATING:
Christmas already?! This time of the year is
approaching very quickly and the decorating team
needs your help! Most of the decorating will take
place on Saturday, December 5 from
10:00 a.m. - Noon. Please come and help out for as
much time as you can. We will make sure you are
able to social distance while decorating and we'll play
some Christmas tunes to enjoy. Contact Barb Baker if
you have any questions.

our church family
BAPTISMS ~
Sayers James Fleckenstein & Haytham Palmer
Fleckenstein, children of Josh & Samantha
(McWilliams) Fleckenstein and Kashton Daniel
Loofe, son of Daniel Loofe and Danielle Bauerly
were brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism.
We pray God will bless and guide them in the years
ahead as they grow in their Christian faith.
SYMPATHY ~
We extend our sympathy to Tom Canterbury &
family of Gayle Canterbury, to Martha Morley &
families on the loss of Thomas Morley,
and to Denise Andersen & families on the loss of
Mark Andersen.
We pray God will continue to comfort them during
this time of loss.
HOSPITALlZATIONS ~
Troy Skokan

4

Continued from page 1...
Again, in 2 Corinthians 4, Paul says, “We have this
treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always
carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body…
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed
day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.” (vs 7-12,16-18)
As I move from part-time to full-time ministry at
Morningside Lutheran, I want this to be my daily
perspective. May the life of Jesus be revealed in me
as I fix my eyes on things that are eternal. Therein lies
my hope, and yours, too if you believe. Let us together
take even a small step from fear and despair toward
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
				~ Charity Peterson

THINKING ABOUT MARRIAGE?:
Let us help you to make it the best marriage possible!
We are making marriage preparation into a group
experience here at MLC. Get to know each other
better with the best assessment tool out there today,
get to know other couples at MLC, plan your service
to reflect your needs and wishes.
We will be using an assessment tool called SYMBIS,
which stands for Saving Your Marriage Before It
Starts! It is a nationally acclaimed marriage
preparation tool enabling couples to enter into
marriage encouraged and equipped for a lifetime
commitment – empowered to face each challenge as it
comes, courageously, faithfully, and victoriously!
Pre-marriage education is strongly associated with
higher levels of satisfaction, lower levels of
destructive conflict, and higher levels of commitment.
That is why we require pre-marriage education before
all weddings taking place at MLC. And SYMBIS is
the most highly acclaimed assessment tool available.

YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
Monday's 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Tuesday's 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Friday's 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Committee Meeting, Fireside Room.
Wednesday, December 2 at 9:30 a.m.
W.I.G.S., Gym.
W.I.G.S. will be hosting a 30 minute Christmas
program on December 2 at 11:30 a.m. in the Gym.
After the program you will be able to take-and-go
the lunch that has been reserved for you. If you are
interested in a delicious lunch prepared for you,
please call the church office by November 29.

When should you consider taking the SYMBIS
Assessment?
· The earlier the better! You do not to have a date set
or even a commitment to be married at MLC!
How often will SYMBIS groups be offered?
· As often as needed – though please do not wait until
the last minute to sign up!
Is there a cost for the SYMBIS Assessment?
· The only cost is $35 per couple for the scoring.
How do we get started?
· Contact Judy at the church office 712-276-2511.
· We will gage the groups by couple interest, personal
schedules, and wedding dates.
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AMAZON SMILE:
Shopping for Christmas gifts on Amazon this year?
Consider using AmazonSmile in the app or online at
smile.amazon.com to purchase gifts and give back to
our church! 0.5% of eligible purchases will be given
to MLC - it's an easy way to give!
ALTAR GUILD:
The Altar Guild is a group of ladies who help get
Communion ready and things ready for Baptisms. We
come to church Friday mornings to get the Altar area
ready for the Sunday church service. We are in need
of new members. If you are interested, please call
Claris Hanson (898-4769) or Jan Johnson (276-6563).

CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE:
December 23 ~ 7:00 p.m. Worship
December 24 ~ 1:00 p.m. Worship
		
3:00 p.m. Worship
		
5:00 p.m. Worship
		
10:00 p.m. Worship
All Christmas Services listed above will include
candlelight and communion.
December 25 ~ Church offices and building closed.
January 1 ~ Church offices and building closed.

CARING AND SHARING
The following are those who are on the caring and
sharing list for December. You will be contacted if
you are needed to help provide food. Thank you!

EMAIL FRAUD:
Please be aware that there have been multiple attempts
of email fraud or phishing from people saying they are
a pastor, which ask you to email them back for money
or contact information. Be cautious and always check
who the email is coming from. The emails of each
pastor are:
noahr@morningsidelutheran.com
jong@morningsidelutheran.com
tomlovan@morningsidelutheran.com
If you are ever in doubt, please do not hesitate to call
the church and talk to a staff member directly.

Susan Ahrendt
Shari Bernholtz
Janice Blair
Portia Bruning
Liz Croston
Pam Danke
MeGann Daum
Glenda Davis
Dawn Delzell
Vicki DeWitt
Melissa Evans
Pam Everett
Donna Fiscus
Tracy Ford
Barbara Fowler
Jeanna Foxworthy
Jacque Grabouski
Leah Haafke

Lori Hasselquist
Donna Herzog
Becky Jacobson
Susan Jerdee
Kathy Jorgensen
Joyce McCain
Shirley Morehead
Evie Morey
Maxine Percell
Kimberly Postello
Suzie Rager
Jan Reese
Virginia Smith
Bethany Staab
Julie Suing
Cathi Swan
Karen Ulven
Loydeen Williams
Eleanor Zimmerman
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Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
Return Service Requested

MAILING LABEL

Submission deadline for the next issue of
The Visitor is November 27th.
Send articles to
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

CHURCH STAFF:
Noah Ruppert ..................................................... Lead Pastor
Tom LoVan .................................................. Associate Pastor
Jon Gerdts .................................................. Associate Pastor
Barb Baker ..................................................... Administrator
Charity Peterson ...................................... Director of Worship
Paul Peterson ................................. Student Ministry Director
Aleia Nelson .............................. Children’s Ministry Director
Ariel Clabaugh ................................ Communication Specialist
Judy Kane ........................................ Administrative Assistant
Scott Larson ........................................................... Custodian
MeGann Daum ...................................................... Custodian
Julie Larson ............................................... Preschool Director
Mandy Brodersen ........................................ Preschool Teacher

contact us
Phone: 712.276.2511
Fax: 712.276.5459
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

morningsidelutheran.com
facebook.com/morningsidelutheran

