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So, I ran across an opportunity to travel to China!  It 
was a trip sponsored by the SC Chamber of 
Commerce, but was open to anyone who wanted to 
go. Have I dreamed of going to Northern China?  Not 
really, but if you know me, you know that I’ll travel 
just about anywhere, especially places I’ve never been 
before. 

This is a group trip, but we have a few opportunities 
when we’re free to travel away from the group. My      
former neighbor, Bruce Miller (yes, the SC Journal’s 
Bruce Miller) is going and suggested Disney!  Can’t 
turn that down, even though it makes my wife mad.  
She loves Disney.  I can take it or leave it, but this 
is Disney in CHINA! I like opportunities to separate 
from the larger group. I want to take in every sight, 
sound, and smell like a greedy child. Large groups are 
slower and less nimble.  

This trip was an opportunity for me to escape 
everything and go!

Traveling gives me the opportunity to learn about the 
world and experience both the good and the bad of 
other cultures, traditions, customs, value systems, and 
family structures. I know traveling is not for 
everyone, just ask my wife. Traveling apart from the 
group, especially in a place with as many rules as 
China, is scary. The thought of eating meals alone or 
staying in a hostel with strangers is unbearable.  But 
traveling to strange lands forces me to be confident in 
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my choices. Every decision is based upon my sense of 
self-belief in God’s protection, and trusting my
instincts becomes a necessary survival skill. 

It is challenges that make us stronger. We are 
responsible to no one but ourselves and Jesus. Thus, 
every wrong turn or misstep is mine – and mine alone. 
I would recommend to all of you, travel to a strange 
land at least once in your life. 

Let’s face it – it’s easy to hang around Sioux City, 
Iowa, the Midwest, with other Christians. We worship 
the same God, share the same values, and speak the 
same language, i.e. we all know what we mean when 
we talk about redemption, Holy Communion, ‘the 
District’ or MLC. We don’t use foul language or tell 
dirty stories. It’s natural for us to gravitate toward 
people who are more like ourselves.  However, there’s 
a whole world out there.  We live in it, and it’s our 
duty as Christians to understand it.

This is a trip about cultural understanding for me.  
Most Asians have descended from or are strongly 
connected to the Chinese.  It is NOT exactly a mission 
trip.  I will be going to learn about China and how the 
Chinese live in a way that can’t be gleaned from books 
and travel shows.  Likewise, when you travel, you 
don’t always have to have an agenda beyond 
understanding your neighbor.  Understanding each 
other, however, goes a long way toward reaching out 
in Christian love when the time comes for that.

Happy travels, everyone…Pastor Tom



coming up at MLC

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE:  Our 
Thanksgiving food drive is November 10th-27th.  We 
encourage monetary donations because, with the help 
of the Food Band of Siouxland, $1 buys over 5 pounds 
of food.  There will be a table in the Narthex where 
you can pick up donation envelopes, ask questions, or 
return donations during this time period.  Last year we 
raised over $8000!  The need is great, so thank you in 
advance for helping the hungry in Siouxland by 
supporting the Thanksgiving food drive!

UPDATE INFORMATION:  In January, the new 
church directory will be available.  In the next few 
months we ask that you update your information with 
us.  Please let the church office know if you have a 
change in address, phone number, name, or email.  If 
you would like to recieve The Visitor each month via 
email, email arielc@morningsidelutheran.com.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  There is a 
special congregational meeting scheduled on Sunday, 
November 17th at 12:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to vote on the proposed 
changes in the By-Laws.  Printed copies of the 
By-Laws are located in the Narthex.  Please attend the 
By-Law Forum on Sunday, November 10th at 9:30 
a.m. or 11:00 a.m. in the Youth Lounge for questions 
and concerns pertaining to the proposed By-Laws.

MLC CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  MLC's annual 
Christmas program will be held on Sunday, December 
15th beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  We have 
a wonderful program, "Child of Light: The Father's 
Symphony", presented by the choir and orchestra, with 
narration written by Kathy Yoder.  Please plan to 
attend and bring your family and friends.  This is a 
free event; spread the word!

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE:  Invite your 
family and friends to our Thanksgiving Eve Service on 
Wednesday, November 27th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  Join us for worship and stay after for 
fellowship and pie!

COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The next council meeting 
is Monday, December 9th beginning at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Fireside Room.  All congregation members are 
welcome to attend.  From 7:00 - 7:15 p.m., time is 
alloted for questions, comments, or concerns for the 
Council to discuss.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY:  Stewarship Sunday will 
be held on Sunday, November 24th during all services.  
Pastor Tim's message for worship that day is "The 
Divine Portion".  Join us!

NEW MEMBERS:  New members will officially join 
the church on Sunday, November 10th during the 9:30 
a.m. service.  Worship with us that morning to 
welcome and greet those joining the Morningside 
Lutheran family!

ALTAR GUILD:  The altar guild team will meet 
Thursday, December 5th at 2:00 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  We are in need of people willing to volunteer 
to help with communion.  Please join us!
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES:  MLC's Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Communion Services will be on 
December 24th at 3:00, 5:00, and 10:00 p.m.



CHILDREN'S CHOIR:  There will be a special 
children’s choir for Christmas on Sunday, December 
22nd at the 9:30 a.m. service.  We encourage you to 
worship at the 9:30 a.m. service that day for 
wonderful songs and narration brought to you from 
the MLC kids!

our church family
Sympathy:  We extend our sympathy to James 
Williams, Linda Stone, and families on the loss 

of Charlene Williams, 
Lynn Wold & Jackie Barr on the loss 

of Logan Wold, 
and Barb & Tony Levich, Harlan & Bev 

Lessman & families on the loss of Zada Glew.   
Bring comfort to all who mourn and fill them 

with a blessed hope in Eternal Life for 
all who believe.

Hospitalizations:  Todd Clausen,
Lon Claeys,

Duane Mahrt,
Linda Schmidt,

Jan Brown,
Guy Kroger,

Carleton Grindberg

COMFORT & JOY GIVING TREE:  
Please share the joy of Jesus 
with those in need by selecting 
an ornament from the Christmas 
Giving Tree from November 24th 
through December 15th.  
Purchase the suggested gift item 
and return the gift to church, in 
a gift bag, by December 15th.  
Thank you for blessing others as 
God blesses you!
~ Social Concerns Team

CHRISTMAS CAROLING:  Who is ready to spread 
some Christmas cheer?  If that's you, we have the 
perfect opportunity.  We invite you to join us on 
December 8th at 3:30 p.m. for Christmas Caroling.  
You don't need to be able to sing, just have the 
desire to share the Christmas spirit.  We will meet at 
Morningside Lutheran Church at 3:30 p.m. and then 
disperse to assigned residences to sing, sing, sing.  
After the groups are done caroling, we will meet back 
at the church to enjoy a soup potluck together.  We ask 
that each family participating bring a pot (or crockpot) 
of soup to share.  Desserts and beverages will be 
provided.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Jennica Corporon at 712.540.0938 or 
jennica.corporon@yahoo.com or Dianna Michaelis at 
274.7562.  Check out some of the fun from last year 
below.  Hope to see you there!

ADVENT SERIES:  Advent-ually: A Story of Hope, 
Promise, Expectation, and Preparation.  New Sunday 
message series for Advent beginning Sunday, 
December 1st.  Join us for worship!
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ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (11/11, 11/18, 11/23, 12/2)
     Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (11/12, 11/19, 11/26, 12/3)
     Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (11/14, 11/21, 12/5)
          7:00-9:00 p.m. (11/21, 12/5)
Mall Walking, Southern Hills Mall.
     Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:00 a.m.
     A great activity for regular exercise and fellowship.
     Meet in the cafe court.
W.I.G.S. Luncheon, Gym.
     Wednesday, November 13th at 11:30 a.m.
     Concert presented by The New Horizon Band.  
     Call Leila Agee, 276.1072 or Coleen Loffswold,             
     276.5633 for reservations.
AARP Smart Driver, The Point at Sunrise, 36 Eastwood Drive.
     Tuesday, November 12th at 9:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
     Cost $15 for AARP members, $20 for others.  Call Char    
     Hesse, 212.9370 for reservations.
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.              
     Wednesday, December 4th at 9:30 a.m.
W.I.G.S. Luncheon, Gym.
     Wednesday, December 11th at 11:30 a.m.
     Christmas Smorgasbord and Singing.  
     Call Leila Agee, 276.1072 or Coleen Loffswold, 
     276.5633 for reservations.

The 2019 Service to Christ Award was presented to 
Fran Cole.  Fran has served in many ways at 
Morningside Lutheran.  She has been a part of the 
Altar Guild, Parish Fellowship Team, arranged 
greeters for the 8:00 a.m. service, volunteered on 
the sound board on Sundays, as well as placing first 
in pledges for the Crop Walk serveral times.  Her 
work as a volunteer was so good that she was hired 
as assistant secretary for six years.  
Congratulations Fran!

OCTOBER FESTIVAL:  A BIG thank you to everyone who participated and served at the annual 
October Festival!  We had so many different kinds of chili, some hot, some not!  A special thanks to the Parish 
Fellowship team for serving and making the cornbread and cinnamon rolls.  The cornhole tournament was a 
success with many participants. Lots to do with the bouncy houses, games and tours of ‘Grace House.’
We were blessed to have The New Life Band with us to share music during all the services.  Our donations for 
the day supported Hope Street of Siouxland, which was a grand total of  $5,282.  Yay, Morningside Lutheran!
          ~ Morningside Lutheran Staff

Thank you to MLC for all the support given to Hope Street of Siouxland.  We appreciate the opportunity to share 
the difference we are making in the lives of our homeless community.  Your support allows our privately 
funded organization a chance to serve those in need and to continue offering hope to those suffering with 
substance abuse issues.      ~ Sara Johnson, Program Director, Hope Street of Siouxland
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The following are those who are on the list for 
December.  You will be contacted if and when you are 

needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Ahrendt, Susan
• Bernholtz, Shari
• Blair, Janice
• Bruning, Portia
• Croston, Liz
• Danke, Pam
• Daum, MeGann
• Davis, Glenda
• DeWitt, Vicki
• Evans, Melissa
• Everett, Pam
• Fiscus, Donna
• Ford, Tracy
• Fowler, Barbara
• Foxworthy, Jeanna
• Grabouski, Jacque
• Haafke, Leah
• Hasselquist, Lori

caring & sharing list

• Herzog, Donna
• Jacobson, Becky
• Jerdee, Susan
• Jorgensen, Kathryn
• Kelly, Dawn
• Krehbiel, Jane
• McCain, Joyce
• Morehead, Shirley
• Morey, Evie
• Percell, Maxine
• Postello, Kimberly
• Rager, Suzie
• Reese, Jan
• Staab, Bethany
• Suing, Julie
• Swan, Cathi
• Ulven, Karen
• Zimmerman, Eleanor

TRUNK OR TREAT:  Thank you to the twenty-four 
families that took part in our Trunk or Treat this 
year.  We saw more than 800 people wait in line for 
45 minutes to come spend time with us. We believed 
with the more than 4,000 pieces of candy we bought, 
in preparation along with all our wonderful families 
who brought candy, we would have enough to make 
it through, but our streak of buying more candy mid-
event hit four years.  However, we are grateful to have 
a problem so wonderful as more trunk-or-treaters than 
we thought we could have. We are blessed to partner 
alongside each and every one of you.
Next year, we'll just need more candy!

BENEVOLENCE & MISSIONS:  MLC fulfills its 
mission to bring others into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ not just through its own involvement in the 
community, but also by supporting other organizations 
and individuals by doing Christ's work.  Therefore, 
every year MLC tithes 10% of its budget, as well as 
its Thanksgiving offering, to support missions and 
non-profit organizations who are doing God's work in 
the community and beyond.
 Part of this process involves seeking and 
obtaining applications, which are then reviewed by 
the Benevolence & Missions Team.  If you know of a 
mission or non-profit organization that you'd like MLC 
to consider supporting, please contact Barb Baker at 
barbbaker@morningsidelutheran.com.  Applications 
must be recieved by November 25th, 2019 in order to 
be considered for the 2020 budget year.  All 
recommendations made by this team will then be 
reviewed for approval by the Finance Committee.
 The Benevolence & Missions team is 
comprised of Church Council members, Finance 
Committee members, and other congregation 
members, so if you'd like to be a part of this process 
and join the team, please contact Barb Baker at the 
church office.
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ROLLERAMA:  Children and Student Ministries 
will have their fourth annual Rollerama Family Night 
on Wednesday, December 18th from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
Join us at the Rollerama at 4500 Stone Avenue for a 
free night of family skating!  See you there!





   Worship Attendance:     KidZone:
Week of...
October 6  684  168
October 13  626  179
October 20  527  165
October 27  532  159

Budget               YTD 10/31/18      YTD 10/31/19

Revenue         $938,302             $904,627
Less Exp.               ($981,807)       ($1,008,953)

Net                     ($43,505)           ($104,326)

by the numbers

MERCY MEALS:  A huge thank 
you to everyone who helped in any 
way with Mercy Meals.  A total of 
40,176 meals were packaged for 
missions around the world.  Jesus 
said in Matthew 18:20, "For where 
two or more are gathered in my 
name, there am I with you."  Indeed 
he truly was!
  ~ Parish Fellowship Team

MEDICARE DRUG PLANS:  During the next 
couple of months people on medicare are going to 
receive a lot of information about changes of 
medicare drug plans (partD), medicare advantage 
plans, and other benefits for 2020.  A review of 
medicare drug plans from October 15-December 7 can 
save you money for 2020.  For help with your 
medicare, contact Marc Christofferson at 577.1360 or 
Harvey Rabe at 943.1713.  We do not sell, promote or 
endorse particular companies, products or agents.  We 
just help people compare so they are in the plan which 
is best for them next year.  Remember, you need to do 
this before December 7th, and our services are free.  
Even if you are satisfied with your current drug plan, 
you still need to compare plans.  Better to be safe than 
sorry!  A different plan may save you money.

Now, our God, we give thanks, and praise your 
glorious name.  "But who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able to give as generously as 
this?  Everything comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand."
   1 Chronicles 29:13-14

GOSPEL MISSION:  Founded in 1938, the Gospel 
Mission serves the people of Sioux City by meeting 
the needs of the homeless.  Once a month, MLC has 
the privilege to serve the Gospel Mission with a 
worship service.  It is a great opportunity to worship 
our God and to tell others about Jesus.  The Gospel 
Mission is located at 500 Bluff St.  The next dates 
MLC hosts are Tuesday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
and Tuesday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m.
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