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THE

Greetings. If  you have been in church over the last 
couple weeks (either online or in person), you know 
that we are in a series all about transformation. If  you 
haven’t been in church, let me welcome you to our lent 
series all about transformation. We are so glad you are 
checking in!

As I reflect on the word transformation and one of  
its meanings, “change in form, appearance, nature, 
or character,” I can’t help but be thankful that we are 
talking about this during the season of  Lent. If  there 
was ever a season that makes me think of  
transformation it’s Spring. The cold dark days of  
winter are turning into warm colorful days of  spring. 
As I think about this transformation season, I am 
reminded that winter never goes away without a fight. 
This year February really showed us that. For 16 
consecutive days, we stayed under freezing and even 
had a couple days in a row where the high temp was in 
the negatives. But as we come to the end of  February 
and move into March, I see many 50 degree days in 
the forecast and longer hours of  daylight. Talk about 
transformation.

Now how do Lent, Spring and transformation all work 
together? Well, this season of  Lent is our opportunity 
to take a self-assessment and ask the questions: “What 
in my life is keeping me from a deeper relationship 
with Jesus? What are the things of  winter that are 
trying their best to hold onto me, that I need Spring 
to break through? After we identify these things, the 
natural question that comes to mind is: “How do I 
transform?”

I love what the Apostle Paul has to say about 
transformation in the book of  Romans. Romans 12:2 
says, “Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of  your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” We begin the 
process of  transformation as we embrace our 

"Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing 
of your mind..." 

Romans 12:2

relationship with Jesus. From there we learn the key to 
transformation lies in the renewal of  our minds.

Just as spring is a time of  renewal for our earthly 
home, it also offers us the opportunity to reflect and 
renew. Renew your mind today and the days ahead by 
spending time in God’s word, praying, and 
fellowshipping with one another. The winter will not 
last forever, so let’s prepare ourselves and be 
transformed by the renewing of  our minds. I hope to 
see you in church soon my friends.

Peace,
Paul
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOURNEY TO TRANSFORMATION -
A LENTEN SERIES:
When we commit to being people of  prayer, we are 
going to see God work in profound ways. We will 
begin to see transformation in ourselves, our families, 
our church, and all those around us. Many people 
have a transformation story. Part of  humanities 
transformation story began with Jesus walking the 
streets of  Jerusalem as people waved their palm 
branches to celebrate His arrival, and soon after, 
people chanting for His death as He carried His cross 
to the top of  a hill, and ultimately His grave. It is there 
that He resurrected into new life. Transformation 
begins with us picking up our cross, dying to self, our 
own selfish desires, and following Him.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 8:00, 9:30, & 11 or 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm as we journey together.

SOUP AND SANDWICH SUPPERS:
We are blessed to be able to offer a meal before each 
service in Lent.  Soup Suppers will be served 
throughout Lent (except on March 24) from 
5:30-6:30pm in the Gym.  Meals will consist of  a soup, 
sandwich, and dessert.  Kid friendly options available 
too! Please join us for this wonderful time of  fellowship 
before participating in worship!

NURSERY:
Children are always welcome at services, however, the 
nursery (located down the hall from the Sanctuary) is 
available during the 9:30 and 11:00 services and we 
have a great group of  girls that would love to hang out 
with your kiddos while you enjoy worship!

We encourage children older than preschool age to 
participate in Sunday School at 9:30am downstairs 
with our Children's Ministry!

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME:
Daylight saving time begins on Sunday, March 14. 
Don't forget to 'spring ahead' an hour!

EASTER EGG HUNT:
We will be having an outdoor Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, March 20 beginning at 10:00am at the 
church!  (If  the weather is bad, we will move it inside.)

Join us for some kid friendly music, activities, and 
collecting eggs filled with goodies!  This is a great 
opportunity for families with children 5th grade and 
younger.  No registration necessary.  Please contact 
Children's Ministry Director, Aleia Nelson if  you have 
any questions.

FIRST COMMUNION:
The First Communion workshop will take place on 
Sunday, March 14 from 2:00-3:30pm. It will consist of  
an overview of  what communion is and why we 
celebrate it in a large group setting. Following the 
teaching, each student will have the opportunity to 
paint a communion cup. Throughout that time, our 
pastors will pull each family individually to have a 
private family communion for your child's first time!

This is open to 4th graders and above (who have not 
received First Communion). Please RSVP by Friday, 
March 12 by contacting Children's Ministry Director, 
Aleia Nelson at aleian@morningsidelutheran.com.
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holy week and easter EVENTS

SEDER EXPERIENCE:
A Chosen People Ministries will present Messiah in the 
Passover on Wednesday, March 24 at 6:30pm in the 
MLC Gym.  The presentation, led by Chris Heeb, is a 
powerful visual message, not only of  Israel's freedom 
from slavery in Egypt, but of  the redemption of  
individuals from the bondage of  sin through the 
atoning work of  Jesus.  The presentation is designed 
to give participants a deeper understanding both of  
Passover and of  the Communion table.

This presentation is open to all.  Childcare will be 
provided.  Please note there will not be a Lent Soup 
Supper or full meal during the Seder Experience that 
night.  You will have the opportunity of  a small tasting 
of  bread and juice during the presentation.

HOLY WEEK:
Join us for Holy Week at the following times:
Palm Sunday (March 28) - 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 & 2:00pm
Maundy Thursday (April 1) - 7:00pm
Good Friday (April 2) - 12:00 & 7:00pm
Easter Sunday (April 4) - 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00am
        2:00pm (Multi-Cultural)
Easter Sunday Brunch (April 4) - 8:00-10:45am

EASTER SUNDAY:
Join MLC on Easter Sunday for worship in-person or 
online.  We have built up a Journey of  Transformation 
during the Lent Season and on Easter we will reflect 
the idea of  transformation in our own lives because of  
what Jesus accomplished on the Cross.  He is the only 
way in which we will find transformation.

Worship with us on Easter Sunday at 7:00am, 9:00am, 
11:00am or 2:00pm (Multi-Cultural) in the Sanctuary.  
Face masks are encouraged, but not required.

A brunch of  eggs, sausage, and pastries will be offered 
throughout the morning (8:00-10:45am) in the Gym.  
Please join us before or after worship for delicious food 
and a great time of  fellowship!

EASTER PLANTS:
The Easter Team invites you to contribute to the 
celebration of  the Easter Season by donating $15 
toward the purchase of  a spring plant.  They will be 
displayed in the Sanctuary.  Please fill out a form if  
you would like to memorialize the plant in any way.  
Forms can be found at the Information Desk or in the 
Church Office.  Orders due by Wednesday, March 24!



YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30am
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm
     Fridays 8:30-10:30am
Adult Beginner Pickle Ball Session, Gym.
     Monday, March 15 & March 22 at 7:00pm.
     Due to covid protocol, we are limiting participants, 
     so please reserve a spot today by contacting Randy 
     Hansen by text at 712-212-1575 or email
     hansen@morningside.edu.
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, April 7 at 9:30am.
WIGS.
     Friday, April 16.
     Program and carry out lunch.  Look for more 
     information in the next newsletter.
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Week of:            Attendance:          Sunday School:

February 7    256   38
February 14    125   22
Ash Wednesday     219   
February 21    265   26
February 24 (Lent)   118   
February 28    257   38

Budget               YTD 2/28/20          YTD 2/28/21

    Revenue          $161,847                 $148,957
    Less Exp.             $(172,093)               $(163,816)

    Net                       $(10,246)                 $(14,859)

by the numbers

Ellen Christofferson wishes to thank her "praying 
angels" for all of  the prayers and well wishes.  She is 
home and on the road to recovery from open-heart, 
bypass surgery.

EARTH DAY AT WAR EAGLE PARK:
Celebrate National Earth Day with us on Saturday, 
April 24 from 2:00-4:00pm at War Eagle Park and 
get some fresh air, a little exercise, make new friends, 
enjoy a beautiful scenic overlook, and show Mother 
Earth our love.  This is a family event.  All are 
welcome.

Schedule:
2:00pm - Welcome, opening prayer, smudging
2:15pm - Litter pick up (garbage bags and plastic 
gloves provided)
3:00pm - Picture taking
3:30pm - Talking Circle (Join us in a circle for prayer 
song, smudging, and open sharing. Bring a blanket or 
something to sit on or relax in the grass.)

Masks and social distancing are encouraged.  We will 
meet at the bottom of  the park (by the restrooms) and 
work our way up picking up litter along the way.  At 
the top of  the park will be a fun time to take pictures 
and close out the event with a smudging, prayer song, 
and an opportunity for participants to share what is in 
their hearts.

Please contact Randy Hanson at 712-212-1575 if  you 
have any questions, plan to participate, or would like 
to donate for water, snacks, etc.

THANK YOU
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PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION:
We are taking registrations for the 2021-2022 school 
year! We offer a class for students who turn three by 
Sept. 15, 2021 on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am 
to 11:30am. We also have a class for students who turn 
four by Sept. 15, 2021. This class meets on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:30am to 2:45pm. Hot 
lunch for M/W/F class is provided by the Sioux City 
School District and is included in the tuition cost. 

Cost for the T/Th is $90 a month, and M/W/F is 
$150 (if  you are not an Iowa resident or your child is 
5 years old before Sept 15, 2021, there is an additional 
$20 fee).  To register or set up an appointment to visit 
the classroom, please call 276 -2511 Ext. 21 or email 
morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com.

SIOUXLAND PRAYER ALLIANCE:
The Siouxland Prayer Alliance will be held at 
Morningside Lutheran Church on Saturday, March 13 
from 7:00-9:00am in the Sanctuary.

People from churches throughout Siouxland are 
invited to attend and join together in worship, and 
then to join in prayer for
1) Greater unity in our witness together for Jesus
2) Greater effectiveness in reaching and serving the lost
3) Prayer for our nation
4) Prayer for the world
Come early and grab a cup of  coffee!

BAPTISMS:

Elliott Jade Clemmons, daughter of  Kendall 
& Carrie (Hafits) Clemmons was brought to the 
Lord in Holy Baptism. We pray God will bless 
and guide her in the years ahead as she grows in 
her Christian faith.

SYMPATHY:

We extend our sympathy to the families of  
Harold Hanson, to Charlene Balmer & family 
on the loss of  Walter Balmer, to Bob & 
Carla Green & family on the loss of  Bob's mother, 
Ruth, and to Rusty & Lisa Soole, Danny Hegg, 
Jodi & Kevin McCormick & families on the loss 
of  Norma Hegg. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of  loss.

HOSPITALlZATIONS:

Jacky Ross

our church family

coming up
- If  you are attending in-person services, you have the 
opportunity to visit the Chapel after worship and 
participate in prayer.  It's a great community 
opportunity to pray and lift up those around us and 
to share your own prayers for the group.  This will be 
available following each morning service on Sundays.

- On Monday, April 5 the church building and offices 
will be closed for the Easter Holiday.

- Mark your calendars for the next New Member 
Exploration Class! On Sunday, April 18 & April 25, 
you will have the opportunity to learn more about 
MLC and our minstries, meet some of  the staff, and 
grow in your faith.  Choose the date that works for 
you.  If  interested, please call the church office at 
712-276-2511.
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