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For many in the church, early April before Holy Week and Easter is a busy time, but also a time of transition
and fresh starts. For me, returning last month from a sabbatical in the Middle East, it is a time to settle back into
church and to share my experiences.
After 22 years in the ministry here at Morningside Lutheran, Pastor Vick and the church council granted me a
three week sabbatical. Pastor Mark Vander Tuig invited me to go to Israel on a tour. I liked that the program
included seeing all the holy places in Israel. The trip also included classes about Scripture, Islam, Judaism and
the history of the conflict between Israel and Palestine.
My tour group with Imagine was comprised of 46 people from many states across the country and most of
us were LCMC. I enjoyed hearing different nuances of insight and perspective from all the participants. For
evening prayer, we took turns putting prayer together, which made for a wide variety of forms and experiences.
Meditating and Experience
The highlight of the sabbatical was visiting the holy sites. There is something truly special about reading a text
from Scripture at the very place it happened. I loved when we were at a site that wasn’t too crowded and I had
the opportunity to pray and let the Scriptures sink into me.
Before this experience, I would conjure up a picture in my mind of
different biblical texts to help them become more alive for me. Being
in the Holy Land is like experiencing a fifth Gospel, there is no need
to conjure — only to sit and be moved by what is in front of you. In all
my years of conjuring, I never once came close to imagining what the
biblical text was actually like. On free days or afternoons, I would go
back to these places and sit, meditate, and experience the intimacy of God
in new and wondrous ways.
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At the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, still considered one of the
holiest Christian sites in the world, there were only three of us.
I went into the Tomb of the Resurrection to pray. I prayed and
meditated on the passion according to Matthew. Before I knew
it, I felt a cold and a comforting hand touch my hand. I opened
my eyes and no one was around me, I had tears running down my
face. I then went up to Calvary and sat by the stone where Jesus
died. Here, I read and meditated on the passion according to John.
Again, time sped by and before I knew it, they were setting up
for the first service of the day right where I was sitting. It was a
perfect ending to a perfect evening. I will never forget that day. 1
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upcoming at MLC:
Marriage Night:

On Friday, May 17 from 6:15 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. we are
hosting a Marriage Night and you are invited! Our
partner, Right Now Media is launching a live event as one
way for couples to dedicate time to focus on what God has
for their marriage. It’s a one-night streamed event packed
with laughter and lessons you can apply immediately to your
own marriage. Join us for dinner at 6:15 p.m. Following
dinner, we’ll be hearing from two great couples—Francis
& Lisa Chan and Les & Leslie Parrott—followed by standup from comedian Michael Jr. Cost is $30 per couple and
includes dinner before the event. Register online at
https://events.rightnowmedia.org/attendee/site/1448

Children's Summer Programming:

Day Camp / VBS is set for July 8-11! The theme this
summer is Press On. Registration is now open online
under the 'children' tab on our website. Register before
June 8 for a discount!
Summer Blast will be June 24-27! We will offer 3 or 4
camps all in the morning and geared towards our favorite
elementary aged children. Stay tuned for the camps that
will be offered.
If you’d like to help with either one of these or
get more info about programming email Garret at
childrensministry@morningsidelutheran.com

worship at the river:

Worship at the River with MLC on Sunday's starting
June 9 through August 18 at 11:00 a.m.! We will be
at the Anderson Dance Pavilion for our contemporary
style worship service. This service is open to all in
the community - invite your friends and family, bring
lawn chairs, and worship with us this summer!
During June 9-August 18, the multicultural service
(normally at 2:00 p.m.) will move up to 11:00 a.m. in
the MLC Sanctuary.
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holy cow survey:

The entire congregation is invited to hear the
interpretation from the Holy Cow Consultant on
Sunday, June 9 following the 11:00 a.m. service.
Lunch will be provided. Stay tuned for more
details in upcoming Sunday bulletins.

We are inviting you to complete the Church Assessment
Tool (CAT), an online instrument that will help leaders
gauge the strength, vitality, and trends in our church.
Please go to our website www.morningsidelutheran.com
and click on the 'connect' tab and 'holy cow congregation
survey' to fill out this assessment. This assessment gives
you the opportunity to tell us about your experiences in and
priorities for our church. Please do not discuss your answers
with others as this may influence their answers. If you need
a paper copy, pick one up from the Welcome Desk in the
front foyer. Envelopes will be provided and a box to slip
your assessment in.
All surveys must be completed by May 26, 2019.
All answers are strictly anonymous. We have no way of
matching any assessment to a particular person, so please
feel free to candidly share your perceptions, opinions, and
experiences. Our future together is dependent on your participation and honest answers. Please take your time and set
aside 45-60 minutes for completion. If you have questions,
please contact any member of the current transition team.

senior sunday:

All graduating seniors and their families are
invited to the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday, May
19 to be acknowledged and congratulated on this
life acheivement. We would like to invite your
senior to join us during this service to receive a
special prayer and then at the end of the service
each student will pick out their own handmade
quilt as a gift from Morningside Lutheran.
Contact Paul Peterson with any questions or if
you are not able to attend the service.

new members:

Please welcome the newest members of Morningside Lutheran Church! On Saturday,
April 27 the group spent the morning learning about MLC and what it means to be a member during the New
Members Class. On Sunday, May 5 they attended the 9:30 service and were officially recognized as members.
Pictured below from left to right: McKenzie & Tim Matasovsky with Mauer, Sharon Murphy, Rod Martin,
Phyllis Green, Lori & Mark Mehrer, Timaree & Dylan Henneman with Claire, Leah, Dane
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The tours that Imagine offered were, for the most part, excellent. I learned so much about the Scriptures. Our
tour guide, Ryrad was very knowledgeable about scriptures, cultures, and geology of Israel. I am also grateful to
have had Ryrad as a Palestinian Christian and his perspective.
Observing Division and Violence
It was sad to see so much hate, division, conflict and violence in a land which is called holy. The news does
not really tell the whole story. Every morning, I would wake up and see the wall around Bethlehem, a clear
reminder that Jesus’ prayer that we all be one has not yet been fulfilled.
One day, a group of us went into Bethlehem and, on our way back to Israel, we ran into trouble at the
checkpoint. Israeli soldiers were not letting any Palestinians through the checkpoint even with the proper
paperwork. There was a big commotion. People on the Palestinian side were banging on the fences, yelling and
shaking their fists. On the Israeli side, soldiers with M16s patrolled the area with guard dogs. The checkpoint
was closed for almost two hours before we were allowed through. It was my first experience of what life is like
in an occupied territory.
The Palestinians are happy to tell you that they like Americans as
individuals, but they hate our government policies that help Israel and
keep Palestinians poor and victims. I tried to buy all the gifts I was
bringing home from Palestine to, in some very small way, help their
economy. Tourism is down because of the conflict, which affects the
lives of those who depend on tourism to live. I could go on about bus
searches and the violence I witnessed, but I don’t want those stories to
overshadow the good. I never felt that my life was in danger.
I’m very glad to be back to Sioux City, where I can share what I experienced. If you have never been to the
Holy Land, I suggest that you go. If you are looking for a good vacation or sabbatical, I highly recommend
Imagine Tours & Travel. 								~Love Pastor Tom

6:23 service:

As most of you know, Morningside Lutheran is in
a time of transition. During times of transition,
we believe, it is a good idea to focus and evaluate
everything. Because of this, we look forward to the
summer being a time to reflect and evaluate how to
better serve the people of MLC with the 6:23 service.
The 6:23 service will have its final service of the
spring semester May 15, 2019. Keep your eyes open
for more details and information as the summer goes
along. Thank you and God bless.

morningside day parade:

The Morningside Day Parade is on Thursday, May
16 this year! Show your MLC pride by walking
in the parade with us or donating candy (bring
candy to church office by May 15). We will start
assembling for the parade about 5:30 p.m. with
the parade to begin at 6:30 p.m. The sign up sheet
is located at the Welcome Desk in the front foyer.
Questions? Contact Marc Christofferson.
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Women’s Bible Study:

The Thursday morning women’s Bible Study will begin a
new series entitled No Other Gods on June 13. The eight
sessions will fit into your summer schedule with a break
taken July 4 and conclusion August 8. Please join us as we
travel with video leader Kelly Minter in identifying the gods
we may be unknowingly serving and the lies they tell. We
will learn how our hearts may be prioritizing other pursuits
before God, causing us to miss the unrivaled joy and
adventure of Jesus being our heart’s ultimate treasure. To
register for a study guide, please contact Pam Thorson by
emailing pamthorson@hotmail.com or calling or texting
712-301-9624 no later than Thursday, May 30.

Baptisms:

Mauer Arthur Matasovsky,
son of Tim & McKenzie Matasovsky
was brought to the Lord in Holy
Baptism. We pray God will richly bless
them and guide them in the years ahead
as they grow in their Christian faith.

Sympathy:

We extend our sympathy to Rose Hanson
& family on the loss of Steven Hanson, to
Jackie Weil & family on the loss of Larry
Weil and to Karen Hageman on the loss of
her father. We pray God will continue to
comfort them during this time of loss.

Weddings:

dad n' donuts:

Celebrate your dad on Father's Day with donuts! Join
us in the MLC Gym anytime between 8:45 - 10:45 on
Sunday, June 16. We hope to see you there!

ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART/elderversity:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Kylie Andersen & Jordan Eriksen were
joined in marriage at Morningside
Lutheran Church on May 4, 2019. We
pray this couple will be blessed during
their lives together.

Hospitilzations:

Kerry McArthur
Pickle Ball, Gym.
Heather
Holbrook & triplets
Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (6/3, 6/10, 6/17, 6/24)
Mark Andersen
Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (6/4, 6/11, 6/18, 6/25)
Ruth Rysta
Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (6/6, 6/13, 6/20, 6/27)
Sheila
Peterson
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.
Henry Dannettel
Wednesday, June 5 @ 9:30 a.m.
Patricia Weitzel
Sing-A-Long Sunday, Chapel.
Sunday, June 30 @ 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join us on the last Friday of each month from 9:00-10:00 a.m. (weather
permitting) to help with church property clean-up. This will be our service project for the church.
Volunteers needed on the 5th Sunday (June, September, December) to assist at the coffee bar between
services. If this works for you, contact Randy Hansen 212-1575.
Thursday, July 18--trip to Okoboji, includes ride on Queen. Look for details in Sunday bulletins.
5
Early August--"Cooking With Tom". Asian cooking class.
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morning glories:

Kaylee vick graduation:

Please join us for a dessert party to celebrate
Kaylee's graduation from East High School! Come
to 2327 Mohawk Court on Sunday, May 26 between
3:00-7:00 p.m. for some delicious treats and to wish
Kaylee many blessings for her future!

CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list for
June. You will be contacted if and when you are
needed to help provide food. Thank you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allard, Rolynne
Alter, Michelle
Baker, Kylene
Banks, Shelly
Benson, Betheen
Bloomfield, Linda
Bogenrief, Diane
Byers, Bracy
Cook, Marlyce
Doenhoefer, Shelly
Edwards, Tootie
Fleckenstein, Lynn
Goss, Melissa
Hansen, Joan
Hanson, Jerrie
Hegg, Norma
Hesse, Charlene
Houske, Barbara
Iversen, Eileen
Johnson, Heather
Kathol, Linda
Koehler, Charity

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lanning, Deb
Lauer, Kim
Lee, Jennifer
Matousek, Shelly
Morgan, Elizabeth
Olson, Jennifer
Padomek, Deborah
Pugh, Ashley
Reinking, Morgan
Rippke, Carolyn
Rosenberger, Connie
Schnee, Linda
Schneider, Angela
Simoni, Patsy
Stokesbary, Sheryl
Stone, Linda
Swanger, Jo Deene
Tague, Kara
Thompson, Jill
Ullrich, Sandy
Vanderham, Lisa
Wilson, Martha

Spring is here - clean out your closets and help us make
more quilts! The Morning Glories Quilting Group is in
need of fabric and sheets to make our quilts. Thank you
to those who have donated to us in the past. We use the
fabric to make quilts and ship them over seas to
different countries and donate them to different
missions in Sioux City. Come and see what we do on
Tuesday mornings. We could use your help! We love
showing others what we do and are very excited to have
the Summer Blast Sewing Sessions again this year!

book review:

"Between Two Shores"
by Jocelyn Green
In 1759 embattled Montreal,
having a Mohawk mother and
French father means Catherine
Duval has traded with both French
and the British to remain neutral.
She is pulled into the Seven Years'
War when her British ex-fiance,
Samuel Crane, is taken prisoner by
her father and claims to have information that could
end the war, she must now choose a side. Can she
trust Samuel again or could it cost her even more than
she imagined? (F800)

thank you:

Dear Morningside Lutheran friends and relatives….
The family of Eldon & Lois Stolpe wish to thank you
from deep within our hearts. Your LOVE & prayers,
visits & friendship have been unmeasurable over the
past years. Attending church & tithing to Morningside
was a ritual for Mom & Dad. If they couldn’t get to
church, they still “dressed for the Lord” & turned on
the radio. It was SO important to them.
Lois Elaine Dahl Stolpe died on Mother’s Day in 2016.
Eldon Vincent died Mother’s Day in 2017 which was
the day we had buried mom. They were soul mates for
70 years. We KNOW they are in Jesus loving arms &
with each other. With that we rest our hearts.
Bless all of you & know that you are in our prayers
always as well.
- Donelle Stolpe Flammang & siblings
Ritch Stolpe, David Stolpe & Rhea Greve
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Submission deadline for the next issue of
“The Visitor” is June 1st.
Send articles to Ariel at
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com
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Barb Baker ..................................................... Administrator
Charity Koehler ........................... Director of Music Ministries
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March shoe drive:

Thank you for your shoe donations in March. There
were 591 pairs of shoes donated! The shoes were
transported to Village Northwest in Sheldon and from
there Soles4Souls will distribute them to those in need.
Thank you to Shelly Nash, MeGann Daum, Katrina
Aesoph, Morningside College’s Girls Track Team, and
MLC’s confirmation students who helped rubber band,
count, and box the shoes. Thank you to Ben Howard
and Nick Votek for donating boxes. Many praises to
God for your donations, kindness, and service!
Phone: 712.276.2511
Fax: 712.276.5459
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

