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 A couple years ago, when I stilled lived in the Fort Dodge area, I would spend part of my work week 
out in the community.  Staff members were expected to spend 10% of their week helping those around us.  As 
I am not much of a people person, I spent a lot of time at the local animal shelter, but a couple times I went to 
Hope Sweet Hope Studios and my time there has really stuck with me to this day.  Hope Sweet Hope is part 
of Gateway to Discovery, a two year residential treatment program for women who have dealt with addiction.  
The women learn job skills at Hope, which is helpful upon graduation from the program.  The women spend 
many afternoons making homemade 
paper, stamping greeting cards and 
bookmarks, and talking together as a 
family.
	 I	was	actually	first	introduced	
to Hope because someone I 
graduated high school with got 
enrolled in the program after many 
years of struggling with alcohol and pills.  I'm proud to say for her that she has been sober for almost six years 
now!  I joined her one day when she was sharing her testimony with the rest of the group.  In her testimony, she 
shared how she would have never seen herself as "equal" to someone like me.  The program gave her 
self-confidence	to	see	that	we	have	many	things	in	common	even	when	she	was	in	recovery	and	I	was	not.		In	
that moment I had a feeling of guilt.  Without my intentional volunteering in the community, I probably would 
have never met half these women or interacted in any other context.  It was easy for me to assume that we do 
not have much in common or that I was somehow better because I was not in recovery.  How easily my pride 
can slip in and tell me lies.  It ended up that the women probably helped me more than I ever helped them, but 
isn't	that	such	a	gift?		To	find	hope	and	strength	in	a	place	that	you	thought	was	broken.		Indeed	we	are	all	equal:	
women who are trying to better ourselves daily and be the best person we can be.
 So many of us have a friend or family member who is affected by addiction.  Perhaps someone reading 
this article has an addiction, it's all around us.  Addiction touches someone close in my life and it's hard for them 
and it's hard for me.  Caring for a loved one who is addicted to something can be a lonely and frustrating 
endeavor, but is a role many of us take on.  You're not alone.
 I know there are places in Sioux City that are like Hope Sweet Hope Studios, who are helping others in 
ways that we can't imagine.  I know many of these places are struggling right now to continue to provide the 
resources	that	our	neighbors	need.		Please	consider	reaching	out	to	at	least	one	local	nonprofit	or	business	and	
give	however	that	may	look:	time,	money,	donations,	etc.		We're	all	in	this	together.

	 I	want	to	leave	you	with	one	final	bible	passage	that	has	been	on	my	heart	
recently.		It	is	Luke	15:3-7	The	Parable	of	the	Lost	Sheep.		"Then	Jesus	told	them	
this	parable:	"Suppose	one	of	you	has	a	hundred	sheep	and	loses	one	of	them.		
Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 
until	he	finds	it?		And	when	he	finds	it,	he	joyfully	puts	it	on	his	shoulders	and	
goes home.  Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice 
with me; I have found my lost sheep.'  I tell you that in the same way there will be 
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent."      
     ~ Ariel Clabaugh, Communication Specialist
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VBS:		MLC's	Vacation	Bible	School	is	set	Monday	
through Wednesday each week in July beginning July 
6!  It will be an online format, but supplies and 
activities will dropped off to your home before it 
begins.  If you miss a day, feel free to catch up on 
demand	as	videos	will	be	posted	each	week.		Make	
sure	you	fill	out	the	registration	form	before	June	22nd	
so we can get those supplies to you.  You can sign up 
on	our	website	under	the	ministries	tab	or	use	the	link:
morningsidelutheran.com/ministries/vbs-registration.  
The	link	can	also	be	found	on	the	MLC	Facebook	
page.		Our	VBS	theme	this	year	is	Mission:	Deep	Blue	
and we can't wait to explore the depths of Jesus and 
the	Bible	with	you!		If	you	have	any	questions,	please	
contact Aleia at aleian@morningsidelutheran.com or 
712-276-2511	ext.	13.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:		Congratulations	to	
our	MLC	graduating	seniors	as	they	begin	their	next	
journey in life!  We are praying for you and wish you 
many blessings in the years to come.  If you haven't 
already picked up your quilt from the church, please 
stop	by!		The	2020	seniors	are:
Katie	Baker,	Grace	Benson,	Nathaniel	Zoelle,	
Carrie Cook, Olivia Dondlinger, Seth Hanson, 
Noelia	Jacobson,	Whitney	Lester,	Jacob	Massey,	
Colby Swan, Caleb Winter, Lily Wright, 
Logan	Hammond,	Makenzie	Gordon,	Kylie	Wiese

OUTDOOR WORSHIP:		If	you	have	not	done	so	
already, please opt in to receive text messages 
pertaining to whether outdoor worship is canceled or 
moved to a different location due to inclement 
weather.  Text mlc2020 to 474747 so you don't miss 
out!
Please note that throughout June, tent areas will be 
provided at the drive-in service to accommodate 
shaded	seating	and	a	bottled	water	and	hand	sanitizing	
station.  Stay tuned in the future weeks as the city may 
open the Anderson Dance Pavilion in July.

LEAD PASTOR:		As	many	of	you	already	know,	
MLC	had	a	special	congregational	meeting	on	May	
31st	to	vote	on	issuing	a	certified	call	to	Pastor	Noah	
Ruppert.  The meeting resulted with a motion passed 
with	227	in	favor,	4	opposed.		Pastor	Ruppert	accepted	
the call and will be joining us as Lead Pastor at the 
end	of	July.		His	first	preaching	Sunday	will	be	
Sunday, August 2nd and we look forward to 
welcoming	him	into	our	MLC	family!

CELEBRATING PASTOR TIM:		We	want	to	
celebrate and show our appreciation for all that 
Pastor Tim has done for us this past year.  Pastor Tim's 
last preaching Sunday will be Sunday, June 28th and 
we will have a card shower for him!  Leave a note 
or message for Pastor Tim thanking him for his time 
and dedication.  Per Pastor Tim's request, any money 
donated	will	be	put	in	the	Pastor's	Benevolence	Fund	
to help support those in need in our community.  If 
you do not feel comfortable joining us in person that 
Sunday, please feel free to send cards to the church 
before that date.

BUILDING CLOSED:		Please	note	the	church	office	
and	building	will	be	closed	Friday,	July	3rd	for	the	
holiday.



HERE’S THE CURRENT PLAN BEGINNING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH:

9:00 am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 am Outdoor Service in the Church Parking Lot
This will be the format throughout June.  Please stay tuned for future Sunday's as the city may open the 
Anderson Dance Pavilion in the weeks to come.

What can you expect?  We have certain guidelines and recommendations in place as you begin to join us.

-	Maintain	6-foot	social	distancing	as	much	as	possible.
- You will enter only through the 2 left front doors or the lower back door labeled D. Please follow the ushers as 
they will lead and seat you.
- Seating will be every other pew and you will be ushered out after the service via the outside door by the 
Fireside Room or the outside back doors.
-	The	circle	driveway	will	not	be	available	for	pick	up	or	drop	off.	Please	park	in	the	back	and	utilize	the	
elevator if necessary. 
- There will be no bulletins at this time for indoor services. All service elements will be included on the screens.
- Offering plates will be placed at the back of the church.
- At this time the coffee bar will be closed.
-	Bathrooms	will	remain	open.
-	The	Nursery	will	be	open.	Both	the	bathroom	and	nursery	areas	have	been	and	will	be	sanitized	regularly.
-	Tent	areas	will	be	set	up	outside	for	shaded	seating,	bottled	water,	and	hand	sanitizer.	
-	A	disinfectant	mister	will	be	utilized	before	and	after	the	service	in	all	occupied	areas.	The	solution	used	is	
Covid-19 and FDA approved. This mist is safe on all surfaces and dries in 10 minutes.
-	Hymnals	and	Bibles	will	be	removed	from	the	pews.
-	Masks	will	be	encouraged.	Some	masks	will	be	available.

welcome back to mlc!

Week of:  Worship Attendance:

May	3	 	 	 996	Online	Views
May	10	 	 604	Online	Views
May	17	 	 594	Online	Views
May	24	 	 603	Online	Views
May	31	 	 643	Online	Views

Budget															YTD	5/31/19										YTD	5/31/20

Revenue	 					$443,907	 												$433,243*
Less	Exp.												($492,458)													($421,782)

Net	 																		($48,551)																	$11,461

*Included is ytd online contributions 3

by the numbers
- Proper directional signs and reminders will be posted.
-	Multiple	bottles	of	sanitizer	will	be	available	
throughout the church.

With the above arrangements, we hope it’s evident that 
we will be reopening in a responsible way.  We ask for 
your	patience	and	grace	during	this	time.		We	realize	
that these measures may sound extreme to some and not 
enough to others.  We continue to be proud of our church 
and	how	we	have	worked	together	through	this	difficult	
time.		We	would	like	to	emphasize	that	this	information	
is	in	flux	and	we	will	keep	you	updated	with	changes	as	
soon as possible.  We are committed to people's safety 
while also doing the work God has called us to do.

We urge you, if for any reason you are not yet feeling 
safe in attending public worship services, please shelter 
at home, and we hope you’ll participate online at 
www.morningsidelutheran.com	at	9:00	a.m.	or	11:00	
a.m.	or	by	listening	on	AM	1360	or	FM	94.9	KSCJ	at	
11:00	a.m.	each	Sunday.



ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Elderversity and Active Young at Heart activities will 
resume when the church reopens for meetings and 
activities.  We will let you know when that date is.  
Here are a few activities that you are able to participate 
in with Elderversity and Active Young at Heart.  Please 
consider joining us when we resume!
Pickle Ball, Gym.
					Monday	7:00-9:00	p.m.
					Tuesday	8:00-10:00	a.m.
					Thursday	2:00-4:00	p.m.
	 									7:00-9:00	p.m.
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.
					Wednesday,	July	1	at	9:30	a.m.
Litter Clean-Up,	MLC.
     Friday, June 26.  Join us for one of our service 
					projects	for	the	church.		Meet	at	MLC	at	9:00	a.m.
Sing-a-long Sunday, Chapel.
					Sunday,	June	29	at	7:00	p.m.		Join	us	and	sing			
     along with some of your favorite hymns!
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CARING AND SHARING LIST:		The	following	are	
those who are on the list for July.  You will be 
contacted if and when you are needed to help provide 
food.  Thank you!

Millie	Bach
Dottie	Baker
Terri	Beaver
Vena	Blackmore
Rachel	Boggs
Leah	Book
Beverly	Bos
Sheila Carlson
Jennica Corporon
Carol Ferdig
Barbara	Frey
Christy Gamble
Amanda Grom
Kristi Harmeier
Cindy Herbold
Irene Hill
Katy Hollenkamp
Marci	Hullinger
Rebecca Jensen
Sue Kroll
Diane Lacek

Laurie Lake
Sherry Leekley
Anna Lindgren
Christine	Massey
Dianna	Michaelis
Norma	Miller
Nicole Nelson
Maxine	Oakland
Carmen Pease
Ashley Phelps
Kelli Rahn
Sandi Reynders
Christa Rodman
Georgean Roffman
Jeanette Sanford
Joann Schaefer
Judy Schermann
Diane Schoenrock
Maryl	Sponder
Lisa Streck
Shelly Walker

CARING AND SHARING

CARD SHOWER:		There	will	be	a	card	shower	for	
Shirley	Fornia's	90th	Birthday	on	June	14th.		Please	
send your cards and well wishes to Shirley at 
12100 Chancellors Village Lane, Apt. 5106, 
Fredericksburg,	VA	22407-6598.

THANK YOU:		Dear	MLC	family,
These last four years have been nothing short of 
amazing.	From	starting	seminary	to	finishing	two	
weeks ago, you all have encouraged me greatly along 
the way. I say this with all sincerity, “We did it!” I 
could never have went on this journey alone and I 
count myself blessed by you all for helping discover 
my calling to pastor people. Thank you for all the kind 
words and cards you have shared with me over the last 
couple of weeks. I am truly looking forward to what 
God has in store for us in the future!  
Thank you again!   ~ Paul

OFFERING:		To	give	your	regular	offering	to	support	
the	ongoing	mission	of	Morningside	Lutheran	Church,	
please do so online at morningsidelutheran.com/give, 
send a donation by mail, or drop it off at the church.  
Help us continue to do ministry by giving as you 
normally would.
We	also	want	to	remind	you	that	we	are	a	nonprofit	
organization	you	can	donate	to	when	you	shop	on	
Amazon	Smile.		Search	for	Morningside	Lutheran	
Church	at	smile.amazon.com,	shop	and	checkout	as	
you normally would, and .05% of qualifying 
purchases go back to us!  We received almost $8 this 
past quarter, so thank you to everyone who used 
Amazon	Smile	and	donated	to	MLC!
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Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
Return Service Requested

MAILING LABEL

Tim White
Tom LoVan
Jon Gerdts
Barb	Baker
Charity Peterson
Paul Peterson
Aleia Nelson
Ariel Clabaugh
Judy Kane
Scott Larson
Taira Schoonover
Julie Larson
Mandy	Brodersen

Phone:	712.276.2511
Fax:	712.276.5459
Email:	mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web:	www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office	Hours:	Monday	-	Friday	8am-5pm

Interim Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor

Administrator
Contemporary	Music	Coordinator

Student	Ministry	Director
Children’s	Ministry	Director

Communication Specialist
Administrative Assistant

Custodian
Custodian

     Preschool Director
Preschool Teacher

.............................................
..................................................

.................................................

.....................................................
..................

.................................

      ................................

...............................................

........................................
...........................................................

CHURCH STAFF:

..............................

Submission deadline for the next issue of  
The	Visitor	is	July	3rd.

Send articles to 
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

..................................................

morningsidelutheran.com
facebook.com/morningsidelutheran
Download the app!
Text "MSL APP" to 77977

contact us

........................................

SURVEY:		Thank	you	to	everyone	who	filled	out	an	
online worship survey.  We are so thankful for your 
comments and responses.  We couldn't do this 
without you!  Please know that we are reading through 
all your suggestions and will implement ideas to the 
best of our ability.  If you didn't take the survey or 
have other comments, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on staff.  Thank you!


