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Meet Noah Ruppert, Lead Pastor of Morningside Lutheran Church (MLC)!
Greetings! Whether you are new to MLC, visiting for the first
time or are a current member, I want to introduce myself, family and
heart for ministry. If you are visiting for the first time, I have received this call as Lead Pastor of Morningside Lutheran Church and
am excited for the future of God’s mission in Siouxland and beyond!
Born and raised in Iowa, I met my wife, Emily, growing up
in my hometown church youth group. We will be married 10 years
this month and have a son, Joel (5), and daughter, Hannah (2), who
are full of fun and laughter! We come from the Des Moines area and
are enjoying our time getting acquainted with Siouxland.
If you are new here, here’s what to expect…
MLC has welcomed my family with open arms, and the hospitality
has been overwhelmingly amazing. I have no doubt you will be
welcomed in the same way. There is a great passion and love here for Jesus, which drives a passion to be His
hands and feet; to be the Church! The Church is so much more than the building that sits on the corner. The
Church is the body of Christ; the community of believers. Being part of MLC means you are committed to
worship with the community of believers, you believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, and you
understand that God has purpose and greater mission in your own life.
Here’s what I’m excited about…
Like most of you, when I thought about the summer of 2020, I could never imagine we would be in
a pandemic, heightened racial tensions, and what seems to be a country that is increasingly divided. So far,
that’s nothing to be excited about! Our nation is facing hardships. Jeremiah, a prophet in the Bible, was given
a word from the Lord a very long time ago that many people today can recite, have pictures of or have found
much hope in. “For I know the plans I have for you, “ declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11). Just think about this… the Lord said this to Jeremiah when the Israelites were taken from their families and land. Simply put, they were in great hardship and
wouldn’t be freed for many years to follow. This was not a promise to fix things right away, however, it was a
promise that God has a plan regardless of the current situation. This word gave hope to all who were in distress.
His words are true today. The Lord is up to something amazing, and I have no doubt about it. That’s
what I’m excited about. In a world full of tension, fear, anxiety, depression, broken relationships, you name it,
I ask you to partner with me and my family and the members of Morningside Lutheran Church as we turn our
eyes to Jesus and the hope that we find in Him alone. I ask that you join us on our knees in prayer in hopeful expectation that the Holy Spirit will heal the land of fear and anxiety and mend relationships between His people.
I ask that you embrace the transforming power of the Holy Spirit as we enter into a new era of a new normal,
boldly and courageously, knowing that the Lord comes before you, behind you and beside you along the way.
He has never left us. His Kingdom has not been shaken! Because of this, we worship Him! I hope to see
you at worship as we stand together, one body, and praise our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
See you soon!

worship times & locations
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Multi-Cultural Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Worship at the River
(Outdoor Service at the Anderson Dance
Pavilion on Larsen Park Road)
If you have not done so already, please opt in to
receive text messages pertaining to whether outdoor
worship is canceled or moved to a different location.
Text mlc2020 to 474747.
We urge you, if for any reason you are not yet feeling
safe in attending public worship services, please
shelter at home, and we hope you’ll participate online
at www.morningsidelutheran.com at 9:00 a.m. or
11:00 a.m. or by listening on AM 1360 or
FM 94.9 KSCJ at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday.

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION:
Middle School Confirmation Orientation Night is
scheduled for Wednesday, August 26th outside in the
parking lot from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This is for all 6th,
7th, and 8th grade students and their families. If
anyone has any questions, please contact Paul at
paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com or
712-276-2511 ext. 12.
Online registration is open on our website for any
student that will be in confirmation this year.  Visit
morningsidelutheran.com, click on Student Ministry
under the Ministries tab, and scroll to the bottom of
the page to fill out this form.  Please be registered by
Monday, August 17th.

LEAD PASTOR UPDATES:
• Pastor Noah accepted the call and will be
• joining us as Lead Pastor at the end of July. His
first preaching Sunday will be Sunday, August 2nd.
•

Pastor Noah will be installed at both the 9:00 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m. services on Sunday, August 16th.

•

Pastor Tom will be the Acting Interim Lead
Pastor until Pastor Noah's start date on Monday,
July 27th. Please contact Pastor Tom during this
time with any questions or concerns regarding
Morningside Lutheran Church.

MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:
Thank you to all who have prayed and given financial
support to help those in our multi-cultural community
who have suffered from the COVID-19 Pandemic. We
extend our sympathy to the family and friends of those
listed below who lost their lives due to COVID-19.
Bring comfort to all who mourn and fill them with
a blessed hope in Eternal Life for all who believe.
Eh Taw, Heng Seng, Ou Baccam, Phayvanh
Bouphasak, Kenkham Chanthavongsouk, Ninthong
Chanthasiri, Viengkone Sounthone, HongKham
HongKham, Phouvone Ratsabouth, ViraKone
Sounthone, Chan Bounphang, Thai Nguyen, Ly Lee,
Tai Van Tuey, Long Moe, Oug Soue, Kheua Khounesy
Many others that had contracted COVID-19, as far
back as four months ago, are all recovered and have
now returned to work. As of now, there are no more
cases in our Asian community here in Siouxland.
Please continue to pray for these individuals and their
families.
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AUGUST SERMON SERIES:
Stay tuned for our August Sermon Series, which will
be themed "A New Era"!
Not only is Morningside Lutheran Church going
through staff transitions that will shape the future, but
the Church universal, along with the world, is entering
a new era, leaving an era of what was normal to us
before a pandemic. God's people experienced this
many times. They left slavery and entered a new land,
they went into exile and were scattered indefinitely,
and when Jesus came, the world was flipped upside
down. One thing that always happened before entering
a new era? Prayer. We must pray beginning and ending
with God, using His words, remembering how Jesus
taught us and we must pray for what matters most.
Let's join in prayer as we enter A New Era together!

SMALL GROUP LEADERS: Small group leaders
for Student Ministry are needed for the upcoming
school year. This is such a vital way to give back your
time to the church as it is part of the foundation that
helps our youth grow in their faith. We are looking for
4 male leaders and 4 female leaders for middle school
small groups. If you are willing to be a substitute that
will work too! Contact Paul Peterson if you are
interested or know someone who would like to be a
leader this year!
Children's Ministry is also looking for people willing
to lead a small group with our younger kids this school
year. If you would interested in helping our youngest
generation of believers, please contact Aleia Nelson as
soon as possible!

by the numbers
ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Here are a few options to participate in with the
Elderversity and Active Young at Heart groups. Please
consider joining us as we begin to resume activities!
Pickle Ball, Gym.
Beginning July 13 through September 4, Pickle Ball
will be offered Monday, Tuesday, and Friday
mornings from 9:00-11:00 a.m. All are welcome to
participate.
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.
Wednesday, August 5 at 9:30 a.m.
Litter Clean-Up, MLC.
Friday, July 31 and August 28 at 9:00 a.m. One of
our service projects for the church.
All other activities are on hold until further notice.

Week of:
June 7			
June 14		
June 21		
June 28		

Worship Attendance:
531 Online Views
986 Online Views
756 Online Views
809 Online Views

Budget

YTD 6/30/19

YTD 6/30/20

Revenue
Less Exp.

$532,038
($614,933)

$493,683*
($516,079)

Net

($82,895)

($22,396)

*Included is ytd online contributions
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VBS:  MLC's Vacation Bible School will officially
begin on Monday, July 13 in an online format! You
can stay caught up with what the kids are doing by
watching our videos each week, which will be posted
Monday and Wednesday on our Facebook Page and
the church website. The theme this year is Mission:
Deep Blue and Agent Aleia is very excited to explore
the depths of Jesus and the Bible with the kids!

THANK YOU: Dear Morningside Lutheran! What
a wonderful congregation we are whose members
truly have relationships with Christ. Over the past
7 weeks, through vibrant prayer, inspirational texts,
phone calls, and visits you have allowed us to draw on
these resources of your faith. We thank you so much!
God has blessed us immensely and continues to guide
and strengthen us everyday. Having had no prior
health problems, Stage 4 Lung Cancer that has spread
very quickly throughout the body, is a suprise! Keep
building your relationships with God. He is remaking
all of us everyday! Keep praying for everyone and
yourselves.
Love, in Christ.
Darlene and Frank Moss

CARING AND SHARING
The following are those who are on the caring and
sharing list for August. You will be contacted if and
when you are needed to help provide food. Thank you
in advance!
Marlene Ahrendt
Shellee Barto
Carla Bata
Barbara Bradley
Annette Custer
Susan Dean
Karen Eberle
Connie Eriksen
Julie Gard
Carlene Gehrts
Sheila Gernhart
Mary Gildemeister
Courtney Greene
Lori Hammond
Avis Hefner
Karen Jacobs
Jennifer Johnson
Donna Kay
Nancy Kielhold

Katie King
Kristine Kleve
Tabitha Kreber
Shelly Lawrence
Patsy Martineck
Leesa McNeil
Holly Monkelien
Linda O'Connor
Amber Sackmann
Leah Sargent
Ann Scholl
Kathy Schroer
Pat Slaughter
Shelly Sorensen
Kimberly Soule
Sandra Tonjes
Linda Urick
Aleesa Wright

OFFERING: To give your regular offering to support
the ongoing mission of Morningside Lutheran Church,
please do so online at
morningsidelutheran.com/give, send a donation by
mail, or drop it off at the church. Help us continue to
do ministry by giving as you normally would.

LCMC HEARTLAND DISTRICT: Due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, the LCMC Heartland District is
going to hold our annual meeting online utilizing the
Zoom online teleconference system on July 11, 2020
at 9:30 a.m. Steven Weatherly, LCMC
Heartland District Service Coordinator, is inviting
you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. Any congregation
member is welcome to attend the online meeting.
Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85104105084 or by
using the Meeting ID: 851 0410 5084
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24
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

23
9:00 Traditional Worship
11:00 Contemporary
Worship
2:00 Multicultural Worship

30
9:00 Traditional Worship
11:00 Contemporary
Worship
2:00 Multicultural Worship

6:30 Rachel Circle

6:30 Agape Circle

31
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

5:30 MLC Intercessor

17
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

16
9:00 Traditional Worship
9:00 Pastor Noah’s
Installation at all services
11:00 Worship @ The River
11:00 Multicultural Worship

5:30 Evangelism Team
5:30 Finance Team
5:30 Inter-Cultural Team
5:30 Student Ministry Team
6:00 Children’s Education
7:00 CCVA

10
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

25
8:30 Morning Glories (Tying)
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

1:00 Sarah Circle

18
8:30 Morning Glories (Tying)
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

11
8:30 Morning Glories (Tying)
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

6:45 Social Concerns Team

9
9:00 Traditional Worship
11:00 Worship @ The River
11:00 Multicultural Worship

5:30 Hospitality Team

9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

9:00 Traditional Worship
11:00 Worship @ The River
11:00 Multicultural Worship

Tuesday

4
8:30 Morning Glories (Tying)
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

Monday

3

Sunday

2

5

Thursday

6:30-7:30 Confirmation
Orientation

26
10:00-121:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Bible Study, Zoom

19
10:00-121:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Bible Study, Zoom

12
10:00-121:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Bible Study, Zoom

10:00-121:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Bible Study, Zoom

27
9-11 Women’s Bible Study

20
9-11 Women’s Bible Study

13
9-11 Women’s Bible Study

5:30 Property Team

5
6
9:30 Elderversity Board Mtg. 9-11 Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday
1

28
29
7:00 Men’s Bible Fellowship,
Grace House
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

21
22
7:00 Men’s Bible Fellowship,
Grace House
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

14
15
7:00 Men’s Bible Fellowship,
Grace House
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

7
8
7:00 Men’s Bible Fellowship,
Grace House
9:00-11:00 Pickle Ball

Friday

Saturday

Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
Return Service Requested

MAILING LABEL

CHURCH STAFF:

Noah Ruppert ..................................................... Lead Pastor
Tom LoVan .................................................. Associate Pastor
Jon Gerdts .................................................. Associate Pastor
Barb Baker ..................................................... Administrator
Charity Peterson .................. Contemporary Music Coordinator
Paul Peterson ................................. Student Ministry Director
Aleia Nelson .............................. Children’s Ministry Director
Ariel Clabaugh ................................Communication Specialist
Judy Kane ........................................ Administrative Assistant
Scott Larson ........................................................... Custodian
Taira Schoonover ................................................. Custodian
Julie Larson ............................................... Preschool Director
Mandy Brodersen ........................................ Preschool Teacher

Submission deadline for the next issue of
The Visitor is July 31st.
Send articles to
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

contact us
Phone: 712.276.2511
Fax: 712.276.5459
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

morningsidelutheran.com
facebook.com/morningsidelutheran

