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THE

A New Year's Greeting to You:  I said it over and 
over again just one week ago.  I said it even though I 
don’t totally buy into it.  I said it because it’s expected 
that I say it, and it’s the custom.  I actually said, 
“Happy New Year”, and I was a repeat offender. 
 You’re probably not exactly aghast over my 
confession, and why should you be?  After all there’s 
nothing wrong with wishing happiness for people.   
The truth is, I desire happiness for myself.  Like 
almost everyone I know, I want my life to proceed 
along free of disappointment and pain – free of fear, 
free of worry and free of strife – and filled enjoyment.   
I desire the same for my family.  I certainly want my 
friends to have a year in which they are happy.  In 
fact, I want YOU to have a happy new year.   There, I 
said it again!  But you’re O.K. with that because when 
we say we want good things for people – good things 
like health, family togetherness and prosperity – it’s a 
way of saying, “I care about you”, “I want the best for 
you”.  Who doesn’t want to hear that?   
 But here’s the thing . . .   As much as we might 
wish that people have a year of happiness, we are 
powerless to make it that way.   And, as it is, many of 
the people we know and love will go through various 
hardships that will rob them of happiness.  The 
problem with happiness is that it’s conditional.  
Happiness depends on how well things fall into place 
in our lives – like when we have a job we love, and 
the kind of family life we’d always hoped for, 
financial stability, and good health.  Life either doesn’t 
come together that way for us, or if it does, it doesn’t 
last.  Circumstances change like the weather.  
Happiness is fleeting.  It comes and goes as our 
personal circumstances change.
 The comedy film Cool Runnings is about 
the first Jamaican bobsled team to go to the Winter 
Olympics.  John Candy plays a former American gold 
medalist who becomes a coach for the Jamaican team.  
The players grow to like the American coach, but late 
in the story the coach’s dark history comes out.  

   In an Olympics following his gold medal 
performance, he broke the rules by weighting the U.S. 
sled, bringing disgrace on himself and his team.  
 One of the Jamaican bobsledders could not 
understand why anyone who had already won a gold 
medal would cheat.  Finally, he nervously asked 
Candy to explain.  “I thought I had to win,” said the 
coach. “But I learned something.  If you are not happy 
without a gold medal, you won’t be happy with it, 
either.”
 More than our happiness, God desires that 
we live in joy and contentment, which are what John 
Candy’s character was really talking about.   He’s 
saying that what matters is what you’re living for, and 
if you’re living only for tangible things that don’t last, 
you’ll never be content.   Paul was able to say, “I have 
learned in whatever state I am to be content.  I know 
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty.”  (Philippians 4:11-12)  
 Also, people confuse happiness with joy.  As 
we’ve seen happiness comes and goes.  Joy endures 
because it comes when our lives are in sync with 
God’s will, living for those things that last.   The 
Scriptures teach us to “not look to the things that are 
seen, but to the things that are unseen.” (2 Corinthians 
4:17-18)   It says, “For the things that are seen are 
temporary, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”   
 Of course you and I want people to have a year 
in which they find happiness.  God has provided good 
things in His creation that are sources of happiness for 
us all.   So keep right on saying “Happy New Year” to 
people, but then pray that they will know real 
contentment and joy in their lives, reconciled with 
God by faith in Christ, and finding real fulfillment in 
pursuing His will for them.
    ~ Pastor Tim White
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KIDZONE TAKEOVER:  Our third annual KidZone 
Takeover will be on Sunday, January 19th at the 
9:30 a.m. service.  The kids will be leading worship, 
prayers, readings, and soaking in the message 
alongside you as one body of believers!  This will be 
combined preschool and K-5.  Note:  We will only 
having KidZone Takeover at the 9:30 a.m. service this 
year as we believe this will allow the best atmosphere 
and experience for everyone.  Feel free to go to any 
service you'd like, but try to stick around or come 
early for the 9:30 a.m. service that morning to 
experience a great worship service!

ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27)
     Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (1/7, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28)
     Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30)
          7:00-9:00 p.m. (1/16, 1/23, 1/30)
Mall Walking, Southern Hills Mall.
     Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:00 a.m.
     A great activity for regular exercise and fellowship.
     Meet in the cafe court.
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, February 5th at 9:30 a.m.
W.I.G.S. Luncheon, Gym.
     Wednesday, February 12 at 11:45 a.m.

Movie Afternoon – January 15th - 1:00 PM
Enjoy a free showing of the movie Break Through in 
the kitchen lounge. This is an incredible true story of a 
woman’s unwavering faith and love.  Sign up sheet on 
Sunday, January 12, between services.

Game Time – January 24 – Begin 9:30 AM
Come to the kitchen lounge to enjoy board games: 
Scrabble, Checkers, Yahtzee, or bring your own game! 
Decks of cards will be available for Ginn Rummy, 
Hand and Foot, or Five Hundred.  Sign up sheet on 
Sunday, January 19, between services.

ANNUAL MEETING:  The annual congregational 
meeting and lunch will be held on Sunday, January 
26th at 12:15 p.m. in the Gym.  We ask that you bring 
a side dish or dessert to share.  Parish Fellowship will 
be providing Sneaky's Chicken.

BUDGET FORUMS:  Budget forums will take place 
on Sunday, January 19th and Sunday, January 26th at 
10:40 a.m. in the Kitchen Lounge.

ENVELOPES:  Envelopes for 2020 are available on 
a table in the church foyer.  Please pick up your box at 
your earliest convenience.  If you do not find yours, let 
the church office know.

MISSION AT MORNINGSIDE:  Gloria Sauck will 
be joining us on Sunday, February 9th at all services to 
talk about her work and mission with World Mission 
Prayer League.

AGAPE CIRCLE:  Agape Circle will meet 
January 19th at 3:00 p.m. at the home of Deb 
Padomek.  Contact the church office if you are in need 
of more information.

RADIO BROADCAST:  Remember someone 
special or celebrate a birthday or an anniversary by 
supporting a Radio Broadcast on Sunday mornings.  
The Radio Broadcast is $125 and reaches many people 
who are unable to attend worship services.  Contact 
the church office if interested.

FLOWERS:  On the bulletin board across from the 
Library is a sign up sheet to furnish flowers for the 
worship services.  It can be for a special event in your 
life or in memory of a loved one.
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY:  
Morningside Lutheran Church will once again be 
offering Financial Peace University (FPU) starting 
January 12th from 4:00-6:00 p.m.! Are you tired of 
money stress?  Then you’re ready to join nearly 6 
million people whose lives have been changed by 
FPU! This nine-lesson course taught by Dave 
Ramsey and his team of financial experts helps you 
work a plan to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free 
yourself from money worries! You’ll join a small 
group for discussions and lessons—all rooted in 
biblical wisdom and common sense. FPU includes 
your member workbook and a free year of 
Financial Peace Membership, with online tools 
created to support your journey. For more info go to 
fpu.com/1106103 or contact Karl Pauling at 
KarlPauling@gmail.com.
Make 2020 the year you take control of your money. 
Pizza, beverages, and childcare will be provided.

ALPHA:  It has been a number of years since we have 
offered Alpha, and we are excited about 
returning to it. Alpha is for everyone who wants to 
explore life's big questions.  The course will start on 
Sunday, January 12th in the Kitchen Lounge and meet 
for a total of ten weeks.  We still start with a meal at 
5:00 p.m., followed by a video talk, and a brief 
discussion period.  Each talk looks at a different 
question around faith.  Since we are providing a meal, 
please RSVP the first week by calling the church 
office or signing your name at the Information Counter 
so that we can get an idea of how much food we will 
need.  There will be an information table and 
pamphlets in the lobby on the two Sundays leading up 
to the January 12th date.
This is a great opportunity to invite a friend, family 
member, neighbor, or co-worker to meet Jesus.  Alpha 
is different - there is no pressure, no follow-up, and no 
charge to attend.  We look forward to seeing you!

PROGRAMS BELOW BEGIN on JANUARY 12 - JOIN US!

CONE PARK NIGHT:  Children and Student 
Ministries will host their annual Cone Park Night on 
Wednesday, February 12th from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Join 
us for a free night of tubing with family and friends!
Please note: There will be no regular youth 
programming at the church on February 12th.  Please 
meet us at Cone Park at 3800 Line Drive!  
***There is a $3 charge for ice skate rentals.

ROLLERAMA:  We had a great night at the 
Rollerama in December.  It's such a blessing to spend 
time with family and friends!
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our church family
Baptisms: Campbell Leone Axthlem, daughter of 
Adam & Haley (Breon) Axthlem was brought to 

the Lord in Holy Baptism.

Sympathy:  We extend our sympathy to Nancy 
O'Hern and Barb Emmick & families on the loss 

of Gladys Rissell.

Wedding:  Ashley Schoenrock & Michael Phelps 
were married on December 28, 2019.

Hospitalizations:  Joanne Rowe,
Jacky Ross,

Wanda Mosier

GARRET'S RESIGNATION ANNOUNCEMENT:   
Several weeks ago Morningside’s Children’s Ministry 
Director, Garret Ehlers, announced informally that he 
would be accepting a position with the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA).  He submitted his formal 
resignation on December 17th but will not leave his 
current position until the middle of March, at which 
time he will transition to his FCA job as Area 
Representative for Woodbury County.
 Garret has directed Morningside’s Children’s 
Ministry for five years.  I’ve only been able to 
observe him in his role here for the past nine months, 
but right away when I first came here, I could see that 
Garret had a way of connecting with children, with 
their parents and with extended family members.  Kids 
who met him in the hallways delighted in 
seeing him.    Garret clearly has a heart for children, 
and love for Christ and His church.   He is an 
expressive speaker, an effective leader who fosters 
leadership in others, and articulates his faith with 
winsomeness and warmth.  These all will serve him 
well in his new position.
 Garret will represent FCA as he works in ten 
high schools around the Siouxland area.  Among other 
responsibilities he will be equipping Huddle Leaders 
in area schools, and one-on-one discipleship with 
coaches.  
 Garret’s actual last day will be Sunday, March 
15th.  Be sure to take the opportunity to express to him 
your love and gratitude. 
    ~ Pastor Tim White

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE:  The Call 
Committee has met three times since its election in 
late October; twice in November and once in 
December. The first two meetings were dedicated to 
gaining an understanding of the Call process and our 
responsibilities within that process, as well as hearing 
from the Transition Team and learning more about the 
Embrace Vision that was approved by the Church 
Council. A Call Packet created by LCMC, a tool to 
guide Call Committees through the Call Process was 
shared with the Committee and is being used to 
benchmark our progress.
 In December, the Committee began the work 
of building the foundation for the work that will 
follow by reviewing the Church Constitution and new 
Bylaws; reading biblical references for 
Theology, Morality, Faith and Practice, and their 
application when evaluating candidates; establishing 
Faith Based non-negotiables; and offering input on a 
preliminary job description.
 With the Holidays behind us, it’s expected the 
Call Committee will be meeting on a more regular 
basis, beginning with our next meeting on January 9 
when we will finalize more of the documents needed 
prior to actively seeking candidates. 
 We have submitted to the LCMC Iowa District 
a short article announcing our search for a new Lead 
Pastor for inclusion in their first quarter newsletter that 
will be sent out mid-January. Additional 
announcements/postings will follow. 
 Please feel free to share with any Call 
Committee member suggestions/recommendations if 
you know of someone who might be a potential 
candidate for the Lead Pastor position. We also want 
to hear your thoughts on key requirements you feel we 
should be looking for when reviewing applications. 
Finally, we need your prayers for discernment and 
guidance. We know God is preparing someone for this 
call. Pray we as a Call Committee and congregation 
will recognize that candidate when he or she comes 
before us.
 Call Committee members include: Tom Elsen, 
chair; Bill Shorma, vice chair; Nancy Treft, secretary; 
Kristy Beisner, Marc Christofferson, Paula Clausen, 
Mike Koehler, Jane Krehbiel, Dave Luhman, Peg 
Reinking, Mike Schmidt, John Urick and Steve 
Weatherly.

call committee



The following are those who are on the list for 
February.  You will be contacted if and when you are 

needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Andersen, Leah
• Boyd, Cara
• Boyd, Diane
• Brewer, Cynthia
• Conway, Janice
• Ebaugh, Beverly
• Ebaugh, Noreen
• Ellensohn, Ashley
• Eyres, Renee
• Gill, Betty
• Grubel, Maxine
• Gruber, Diane
• Hansen, Pamela
• Hansen, Vikki
• Hanson, Claris
• Hanson, Julie
• Herzberg, Shawnee
• Hoak, Kelly
• Holverson, Melissa
• Hruska, Karrie

caring & sharing list

• Huff, Carol
• Hulce, Kayana
• Jensen, Brenda
• Knudson, Michelle
• LeFebvere, Shirley
• Miller, Jan
• Miller, Jodi
• Nash, Shelly
• Pedersen, Ann
• Phillips, Helen
• Rowe, Joanne
• Rowe, Sherri
• Sakariason, Lois
• Sawatzky, Sarah
• Thompson, Carolyn
• Treft, Nancy
• Van Roekel, Sara
• Walker, Hannah
• Willer, Kim
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FRIENDSHIP WORKS...
"A MORNINGSIDE LUTHERAN MINISTRY":
Thank you to the following people who are a part of 
FRIENDSHIP WORKS at Morningside Lutheran.  
These members have made a commitment to visit 
members of our church who can no longer attend 
regular services but need to have a “connection” to our 
church family.  Visits are made once a month to those 
in nursing homes or in their own homes for at least an 
hour or more.  Many of our members make more than 
one visit a month and often call, send a card, text, or 
e-mail their person in order for them to feel cherished 
and nourished by our church family.  Please consider 
becoming a member of FRIENDSHIP WORKS by 
calling Connie Bartels at 712-253-7629.
 Those serving in 2019 and continue to serve:
Carolyn Thompson, Carolyn Rippke, Marian 
Knepper, Sherry Nettleton, Suzie Rager, Rita Potter, 
Claris Hanson, Joylyn Rippke, Karlene Hohenstein, 
Jim Williams, Paul Rippke, Dianna Michaelis, Connie 
Bartels, Alex Knepper, Vern Brown, Vern Hartung, 
Gloree Clausen, Gloria Connick, Dan Bernholtz, Dick 
Kennedy, Dana Kennedy, and Patsy Simoni

MUSIC MINISTRY:  Do you love singing?  There 
are so many benefits to singing in a choir, physical and 
psychological.  Interested in joining choir or want to 
try it out?  Show up any Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Chapel or contact Charity Koehler!
 Is choir not your thing or you enjoy playing an 
instrument?  Our contemporary worship band may be 
just for you!  There are so many benefits to playing an 
instrument and sharing the Glory of God through 
music.  Rehearsals are typically on Thursday nights, 
but if you're interested, contact Charity Peterson so 
she can plug you into the right spot!

AMAZON SMILE:  Do you ever shop on Amazon?  
Now you can support MLC by choosing us a 
charitable donation in the checkout.  0.5% of the 
price of eligible purchases will go back to our church 
through AmazonSmile!  Start at the following link:  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0886635.  This link is 
available on our website under the give tab. Sign into 
your Amazon account or set up an account and shop 
as normal.  Choose Morningside Lutheran Church as 
your organization.  Receive your packages, all while 
giving to your church for no extra money!  Helpful 
tip!  You must always start at AmazonSmile (not 
Amazon) to be able to choose a charitable 
organization in the checkout.  Happy shopping!





   Worship Attendance:     KidZone:
Week of...
December 1  610  141
December 8  606  135
December 15  525  -
December 22  539  -
Christmas Eve  1328  -
December 29  284  -

Budget               YTD 12/31/18      YTD 12/31/19

Revenue      $1,307,547             $1,201,026*
Less Exp.            ($1,251,048)          ($1,207,533)

Net                        $56,499                 ($6,507)

*Included in the revenue is ytd 
online contributions.

by the numbers
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GIVING TREE:  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank 
you!  Thanks to the very generous members of 
Morningside Lutheran Church for purchasing a total 
of 212 gifts for the Comfort & Joy Giving Tree.  Your 
gifts brought the joy of Jesus to others in need at 
Christmas!
  ~ With Appreciation, Social Concerns

THANK YOU:  My most sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to all who have showered me with Get Well wishes 
through prayers, cards, e-mails, phone calls, home 
visits, and messages through Rich, in addition to 
gracing us with food and flowers.  Your kindness and 
thoughtfulness has been greatly appreciated.  I want to 
especially thank Charity Koehler and Yvonne Hazlett 
for their incredible and immediate S.O.S. response on 
the day of my injury.  Their quick action was 
another reminder of how blessed we are to have these 
two outstanding musicians/directors in music ministry 
for our congregation.  Although it will take months for 
my shoulder injury to heal, the process is well 
underway.  Blessings to each of you!  God is Good!
  ~ Dianna Michaelis (Proverbs 3:5-6)

CHRISTMAS CAROLING THANKS:  We wish to 
give a HUGE THANK YOU to the following group 
leaders for this year's MLC Christmas caroling event 
held December 8th:  
Hank & Dottie Baker, Ayron & Jennica Corporon, 
MeGann Daum, Diane Desy, Garret & Maddie Ehlers, 
Tom & Julie Hanson, Jesse & Shelly Kitrell, Rich 
Michaelis, Julie Tucker, Karl & Wendy Seggerman, 
Norm & Cathy Washburn, Charity Koehler, 
Susan McGuire, Jonette Spurlock, Rich Puttmann, 
and Pastor Tom Lovan.

There were 69 carolers bringing comfort and joy to 
over 70 residents of our church family.  We also thank 
Jeff & Coleen Loffswold for their kitchen assistance 
with "soup sitting" several crockpots of soup and host-
ing the carolers upon returning for soup, desserts, and 
refreshments.  Our special thanks to Judy Kane for her 
assistance in developing the caroling listing and help 
in advertising this successful event for us.

Once again, hearts were touched. memories were 
made, and fellowship was grand.  Blessings to all!
 ~ Dianna Michaelis and Jennica Corporon

THANK YOU:  Thank you for the hospital visits 
during my recent hospitilization.  It was really 
inspiring!  Thank you for a loving church family.
     ~ Joanne Rowe

THANK YOU:  A special thank you for the carolers 
who came on Sunday, December 8th.  It was a joy to 
see them and sign along with them.  What a lovely 
surprise to have them come.
    ~ Many Thanks, Carlene

THANK YOU:  We wish to thank our friends at 
Morningside Lutheran for the many cards, call and 
prayers during our surgeries these past few months.  A 
special thank you to the Christmas carolers who 
surprised us and made our night!  It's wonderful to be 
part of such a great church family.
    ~ Mark and Ardie Nixa

THANK YOU:  I want to thank the carolers who 
came to my house on Sunday, December 8th and sang.  
It was so nice to be thought of.
     ~ Janet Hinkel
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