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 “Undeserved love” - these are the words that echoed in my mind on 
December 11, 2012. I was twenty-one years old when I was baptized in front of 
a room of people after sharing my testimony and how God had transformed my 
heart and my mind. I was lowered into a cattle tank full of water and emerged a 
new creation. I faintly recall the loud applause and celebration from my brothers 
and sisters as I emerged. The image that will always stick with me sitting there 
with tears rolling down my face never wanting to leave the water because it all 
seemed so perfect. I had just committed my life to following and seeking Jesus 
and all I could think was “undeserved love” and it made me want to cry.
 I thought following Jesus would be easy - I mean, how could it not be 
with this all consuming love, joy, and grace that propelled me forward? I was a new creation with a new heart 
and I knew on my worst days I would have Christ’s eternal unfailing love and surely that would always be 
enough for my joy to be made complete. Then just like that, I was fully dedicated to Christ's work. I was 
spending four nights a week doing ministry at church because how could I not knowing this love that set me 
free? How could I not yearn for everyone around me to have this love? And so it became my life’s purpose to 
try and be a doorholder into the Kingdom of the Almighty Lord. It was wonderful in every way.
	 Then,	all	of	a	sudden	it	wasn’t.	It	was	tough.	I	was	struggling	with	finding	time	for	my	own	faith	
because I was focused on everyone else. My faith became stagnant as apathy and sloth crept into my life. I 
started making a habit of beating myself up for Christ not being enough, though I had a God who loved me 
dearly - most days I didn’t love myself. I started to treat sin like a pet and not something that could destroy me; 
I saw darkness enter my life and I embraced it like an old friend instead of clinging to the light I craved. I felt an 
endless winter enter my life and I yearned for it to end but it seemed like it was content to never leave.

  A couple months ago I thought I needed a “reset” to refocus my heart, mind, 
strength, and soul on Christ hoping it would lead me out of the desert I wandered in. I 
began fasting once a month on the day of my Rebirthday in hopes of seeing Christ’s face 
again. It is not always the spiritually enlightening day I yearn for - it does point me back to 
Christ	and	makes	me	evaluate	is	it	worth	following	Him.	Is	sacrificing	my	own	desires	and	
laying my life down to serve Him worth it? It begs the question do I want to spend the rest 
of my life serving Jesus even when it’s not easy? I do. I hope you do too, I hope you know 
that whether the sun shines or is cloudy it is there and love is there and Christ is with us. 
My fasting makes tangible the commitment that following Jesus requires action and heart 
and not just words - as well as opening myself back up to my Savior, my Friend.
  My story is not over yet and neither is yours. Wherever you are, whatever season 
you are in, take heart and know that God is with you and His people will love you. 
Remember that living in the light is always better than darkness and you are strong enough 

to live in the light even if it scares you to death. Remember that you are loved not for what you do (or don’t 
do) but because you were made in the image of God and that will always be enough. Remember also that you 
will always be enough. My endless winter came to an end recently after years of not thinking it would and I’m 
confident	that	if	that’s	where	you	are	(even	if	nobody	knows	it)	yours	can	too.	Find	hope	in	Jesus	and	love	at	the	
cross and if you need an extra boost to get there let me know. We’ll let Christ heal us and we’ll wade through 
the water together.          -Garret Ehlers
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what's happening at mlc?

family pool party:
You're invited to a Family Pool Party on Sunday, July 21st 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Lewis Pool in Sioux City (1621 
Sioux Trail).  Enjoy swimming, snacks, and a night with 
friends and family - it's all free!  Invite a friend.  Open to all!

Summer Singing Opportunities:
The MLC choir will be taking a break from their normal 
schedule during the summer but they will sing once a 
month.  If you would like to join in on those times we 
would love to have you.  We will sing the 4th Sunday of 
each summer month - July 28th and August 25th.  Our next 
practice will be July 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the church chapel.  
If you have been wanting to give choir a try this is a 
wonderful opportunity to do so.  Hope to see you!

Pine Ridge, South Dakota Mission Trip:
July 28th – August 1st
Paul Peterson is leading a team to the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation for a weeklong mission trip in partnership with 
Families Working Together. Many opportunities available to 
help with from sorting food, playing with children, and light 
construction. If interested contact Paul for more details.

Confirmation information night:
Confirmation	registration	and	information	night	August 14th, 2019.  We 
will be having a required meeting for all incoming 6th grade students 
and parents on Wednesday, August 14th at 6:20 in the sanctuary. During 
this time we will have a taste of what a normal Wednesday night will 
be	like	as	well	as,	go	over	expectations	for	students	in	our	confirmation	
program, small groups, and worship attendance. Paul needs all 
incoming	families	to	fill	out	a	registration	form	which	can	done	in	
advance by going to the church website, www.morningsidelutheran.com 
and clicking on the students tab at the top of the page. 
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Baptisms:
Freja Marguerite Gacoigne, daughter of Kayla 

Blake & Nic Gascoigne, Isabel Monroe 
Overgaauw, daughter of Michael & Elizabeth 
(Schneider) Overgaauw, Madden Rae Pugh, 

daughter of Matthew & Ashley (Vanderloo) Pugh 
were brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism. We pray 

God will richly bless them and guide them in the 
years ahead as they grow in their Christian faith.

sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to the families of Ruth 
Rysta, and to the families of Alyce Konold who 
passed away recently, along with the families of 

April Hanson and Loren Larson who passed away 
this past winter.  We pray God will continue to 

comfort them during this time of loss.  

Weddings:
Caitlin Hanson & Cory Brannaman were joined 

in marriage at Morningside Lutheran on June 8, 
2019. We pray this couple will be blessed during 

their lives together. 

Hospitalizations:
Nick Kielhold, Pam Anderson, Debra Hofmeyer, 

Arleen Johnson, Melva Kohnen, Bob Green, 
Norma Miller

new ministry space:
Recently, MLC had one of the church owned 
rental houses become available.  An idea was 
brought forward to use this house as a ministry 
house.  After much discussion with the church 
council, property team, and staff concensus was to 
move ahead.  With the leadership of the property 
team, some interior renovation is currently taking 
place, making room for high school ministry space 
on Wednesday nights as well as space for small 
groups to meet.  The possibilities are great and we 
invite you to join us in prayer for how this "grace 
house" could be a blessing to people in our 
congregation.  Look for more information about an 
open house in the early fall!
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Haiti Mission trip update:
Our scheduled Haiti mission trip for 2019 was 
cancelled this year due to unrest and violence in 
Haiti. Our ministry partner, Praying Pelican 
Missions, made the decision in late May to pull all of 
their support staff out of the country and cancel all 
trips for the summer. While this was a really 
disappointing  decision we understand the need for 
safety for students and adults going on these trips. 
Please be in prayer for the country of Haiti during 
this time. Pray for peace, unity and clear direction 
for the leaders and for God to make a way for teams 
to return to the country.

Update your info!:
Please	let	the	office	know	if	you	have	updated your 
address, phone number, or email!  We will be 
sending out important information in the coming 
months, including children and student ministry fall 
start dates, family meeting questions, and transition 
team	and	council	updates.		You	can	fill	out	a	
communication card any Sunday and place it in the 
offering	plate,	fill	out	the	communication	form	on	
our website under the connect tab, or stop in to see 
Judy throughout the week.  We want to keep you in 
the loop - thank you!
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Tanzania - Coming and Going:
Pastor Jon Gerdts
As many of you already know, I have a long connection with the African 
nation of Tanzania:
 • I did my internship there for seminary in 1981-82
 • I helped with the process of bringing an outreach Christian music  
	 group	(The	New	Life	Band)	from	Tanzania	to	the	USA	for	the	first			
 time (1994)
 • I co-led a mission team from MLC to Tanzania where we did   
 orthopedic surgeries, helped build a Masaai Lutheran Girl’s School, and spoke at a National Youth 
 Conference sponsored by the New Life Band (1996)
 • I co-founded a ministry with Tanzania called STEMM (Siouxland Tanzania Educational Medical 
 Ministries (1997)
 • And – on it’s 100th Anniversary, MLC decided to fund the building of a new chapel, library, and 
 training center (2018)

So now, in 2019, we have two awesome opportunities before us with Tanzania – one Coming & one Going!  

COMING – The New Life Band, who we invited here 25 years ago, is coming back to Siouxland and MLC!  
They	will	be	in	our	area	October	17	–	November	8.		We	haven’t	set	a	specific	date	to	have	them	perform	here	at	
MLC yet, but they most certainly will!  BUT – their presence here will be accompanied by some needs.  There 
are 9 band members and we will need to provide food, housing, and transportation for them while they are here.  
I will also need help in arranging their engagements (churches, schools, colleges, community events, etc.).  If 
you could, or would, like to help in any of these areas, please let me know!  Sign up at the Welcome Table in the 
Narthex, or call me, Pastor Jon at 608-345-4770.

GOING – We are also arranging a trip to our STEMM Village in Mbuguni, Tanzania to help with the Morning-
side Chapel building project there, as well as doing some outreach in the community, interacting with STEMM 
staff and children, and doing some sight-seeing in some of the most interesting and amazing game parks in the 
world!  Are you game (interested)?  Then please let me know and we will begin some preparations!  Sign up at 
the Welcome Table, or give me a call if you have questions: 608-345-4770. 

Teens Encounter Christ:
The next TEC weekend will be held at MLC on July 19-21.  TEC is an interdenominational weekend for 
teenagers in high school.  The teens arrive 4:30 Friday afternoon and are done by 6:00 on Sunday evening.  
Over the course of three days, six of the teens and two Spiritual Directors (pastors) on the team give talks on 
subjects like, Christian community, Christian Action, Responding to God’s Love, etc.  The talks include 
personal witnesses and spur great conversations around each table.  The latest Christian music, games, good 
food and lots of laughter put everyone at ease. 
Teens	bring	their	sleeping	bags	and	sleep	on	the	floor	of	the	church.		Youth	are	given	the	opportunity	to	grow	
in personal faith and also have a chance to meet other Christian teens from multiple schools and different faith 
backgrounds.  More information can be found at www.siouxlandtec.com.  You may also call Gwen McGhee at 
402-355-2660 or Julie Garoutte at 712-490-9210 to register.
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Parish fellowship:
Parish Fellowship Team is looking 
for small groups, committee teams, 
prayer groups, or dedicated 
individuals to help with the coffee station on Sunday 
mornings.  If interested, please contact Dan Bernholtz 
at	712-281-0337	or	the	church	office.		Thank	you!

Altar Guild:
The Altar Guild is in need of 
new members.  We are a group 
who prepares communion once 
a month and also prepares 
things for baptisms.  Our group 
of ladies is very small and we 
would like to have some new younger members to 
help us out.  If you are interested or have any 
questions, please call Claris at 276-2969.

Weddings:
We need additional help 
serving as a wedding 
coordinator.  Main duties of 
the wedding coordinator are 
to meet with the bride to go 
over wedding details, give instructions and assist the 
pastor during rehearsals, and supervise on the day of 
the wedding.  This is a paid position. If you would be 
interested in helping coordinate weddings at Morn-
ingside Lutheran Church or have questions, please 
contact Judy Kane at 712-276-2511. 

technology:
We are in search of Sunday morning technology 
volunteers (high school age and up).  You can help 

with video, sound, or computer 
slides for any of our services.  It's 
very easy to learn and training 
will be provided if needed!  
Contact Charity Koehler or 
Charity Peterson if interested.

we need you! By the Numbers:
Worship Attendance:

June 2nd                   602
June 9th                    503
June 16th                  528  
June 23rd                  593
June 30th                  438

Budget Ministries:

                  YTD 6/30/18    YTD 6/30/19

Revenue $549,284  $539,178
Less Exp.       ($618,040)       ($615,730)
Net             ($68,756)   ($76,552)

Small Group Leaders and
House Parents:
The middle school confirmation ministry is in need of 
adults to help lead a new group of students this year on 
Wednesday nights for the 2019-2020 school year. The need 
is for 2 adults per small group with a possibility of two 
girls groups and one boys group. Are you looking for a way 
to step out in faith and make a difference in the lives of 
teenagers? This is your opportunity. Contact Paul 
Peterson today! Also, we are in need of six adults to help 
with our new high school ministry location in one of the 
church owned houses on our property. The idea is this: 
2 adults helping Paul and Charity one Wednesday night 
a month from 6:30-8:00. Sound interesting? Want to get 
coffee and talk more about it? Contact Paul and he will tell 
you more about this awesome opportunity!

we really do!
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CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list for 

August.  You will be contacted if and when you are 
needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Ahrendt, Marlene
• Barto, Shellee
• Bata, Carla
• Bradley, Barbara
• Custer, Annette
• Dean, Susan
• Eberle, Karen
• Ellermeier, Nicole
• Eriksen, Connie
• Gard, Julie
• Gehrts, Carlene
• Gernhart, Sheila
• Gildemeister, Mary
• Greene, Courtney
• Hammond, Lori
• Hefner, Avis
• Jacobs, Karen
• Johnson, Jennifer
• Kay, Donna
• Kielhold, Nancy
• King, Katie
• Kleve, Kristine

• Kreber, Tabitha
• Lawrence, Shelly
• Martineck, Patricia
• McNeil, Leesa
• Monkelien, Holly
• Monlux, Penny
• Nelson, Rebecca
• Niemeier, Mary Ann
• O'Conner, Linda
• Reifenrath, Jewell
• Sackmann, Amber
• Sargent, Leah
• Scholl, Ann
• Schroer, Kathy
• Slaughter, Pat
• Sorensen, Rochellel
• Soule, Kim
• Storm, Lacey
• Tonjes, Sandra
• Urick, Linda
• Wright, Aleesa
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"driftwood bay":
A Hope Harbor Novel by Irene Hannon
After tragedy upends her world, 
Jeannette Mason retreats to the 
Oregon seaside town of Hope 
Harbor to create a new life.  Vowing 
to avoid emotional attachments, she 
focuses on running her 
lavender farm and tearoom - until 
a new neighbor with a destructive 
dog and a forlorn little girl invades 
her turf.  But she needn't worry.  Dr. 
Logan West is too busy with an 
unexpected family, a radical lifestyle change, and an 
unruly pup to have any interest in his reclusive neighbor.  
Toby the dog unwittingly brings the two together when 
he crosses their joint hedge and wreaks havoc on 
Jeannette's lavender plants.  In the meantime, Jeannette 
and	Logan	find	themselves	pulled	into	the	life	of	a	
tattered	family	fleeing	persecution	in	war	torn	Syria.		
Will love come calling when least expected?  Come 
home to Hope Harbor where hearts heal and love 
blooms. (F800)

open council meetings:
Did you know?  Council meetings are open to the   
congregation from 7:00-7:15 p.m. for questions,           
comments, and concerns.  Council meets the 2nd 
Monday of each month.  Join us!

Thank You:
“We always thank God for you and pray for you 
constantly.  We never forget your loving deeds as we 
talk to our God and Father about you.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

You have your own challenges in this journey, yet 
ministered to us in our time of need.  What a blessing 
it is to be part of this church family.  Thanks be to you 
and thanks be to God.   -Donna Herzog

ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART / elderversity:
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (7/15, 7/22, 7/29)
 Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (7/16, 7/23, 7/30)
 Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (7/18, 7/25)
• Trip to Okoboji - Thursday, July 18th.
 Ride on the Queen while enjoying a Nutty Bar. Visit the Okoboji Museum or just walk around the park.  
 The cost is $25 which includes round trip transporation and everything in between.
• "Cooking with Pastor Tom" - Thursday, August 22nd.
 Learn some fun, new Asian inspired recipies with Pastor Tom leading.
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