
Two-thousand eighteen winds down and one of my favorite things to do on the verge of a new year is to look 
back at the past year and reflect on what went right, what went wrong, and where God was working in the midst 
of it all.  Often times this is very fulfilling and gives me an opportunity to see the blessings and prayers God 
answered and how He led me; while rejuvenating me to expect miracles to continue to happen in the future.

However, for most of the past year, I felt more like I was wandering around a dark room at night with my arms 
out, trying not to bump into the things around me, fumbling on my wall flipping where I thought the light switch 
should have been.  Needless to say, there was more bad times than good times as it seemed tragedy struck 
around me more and more.  Yes, God was present.  His love was known.  He granted me joy in small moments 
that I can look to and be thankful for.  He gave me courage to try some new things.  He let me experience a lot 
of things I didn't think I'd be able to - but there was heartache and sometimes that's what sticks out the most 
even if I don't think it should.
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I'm not sure if you can relate, I hope not, but I know that some tradegies 
seem to seep into our souls and linger even with the love, joy, and grace 
that Christ gives us.  It used to upset me actually - the thought that any-
thing could bother me, even knowing that Jesus loved me and that should 
always be enough.  I'm fortunate that I've matured since then and realized 
God doesn't call me to forget the brokeness of the world, but to trust that 
He is working and in some way, though I may never know in my time 
here on Earth, He will make all things good.

I am thankful that God is always with us.  I am also thankful that we are 
always with us.  We, being God's people, because if I didn't have a life 
raft of people who walked beside me I would not be able to function in 
this world.  This is simply a reminder to you - whoever you are, wherever 
you are, however the year went - that YOU are LOVED.  People can only 
help you if you are honest and authentic about the waters you're wading 
through.  Find people to do life with, to encourage you when times are 
tough, to challenge you to reflect God more, to show you His grace when 
you won't listen to the truth, to read scripture with and seek His clarity, 
people who are dedicated to pray for you and walk through the muck of 
life, to make Jesus' love transparent.  Find a small group.  It will change 
your life, I promise.
     In Christ,
     Garret Ehlers
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kidzone:
KidZone will be having their second annual KidZone Take-Over 
January 20th.  Bring the family to church so you can get a feel for 
what Children's Ministry is all about and why your kids love spend-
ing their Sunday mornings with us!

KidZone is still looking for three more leaders to help with our large 
first grade class.  If you can lead for us once a month notify Garret at 
childrensministry@morningsidelutheran.com or stop by downstairs 
on a Sunday morning to talk with him and see what we're all about!

annual meeting:
The annual meeting will be held on January 27th at 12:15 
p.m. in the Gym.  Also, included in the annual meeting will 
be a vote to extend a call to Pastor Jon Gerdts as Associate 
Pastor.  Please read his biography on pages 4 and 5.

student and children's ministry:
We are having a family night at Cone Park on January 30th!  
Join us from 6:00-9:00 p.m for a night of free family fun!

We had a blast skating the night away at the Rollerama in De-
cember!  Check out the pictures below.



CHANGE FOR THE VISITOR:
If you would like The Visitor emailed to you this 
year, please send Ariel an email at 
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com with your name 
so we can get you on the list.
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ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART/
ELDERVERSITY:

• Mall Walking, Southern Hills Mall.
 MWF 9:00 a.m.
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m.
 Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 a.m.
 Thursdays 2:00-4:00 p.m.

• Board Meeting, Fireside Room.  
 Wednesday, February 6.

• W.I.G.S., Gym.
 Wednesday, February 13.

Hospitilzations:
Marie Dicus
Fred Olson
Bill Haafke

Arlyne Welch
Leonard Koch

Baptisms:
Grayson Charles King, son of David & McKen-
zie (Hartman) King and Elizabeth Rose Morgan 

were brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism.

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Nadine Langley, 

Frank & April LaScala and families on the loss 
of Richard "Dick" Langley, to Lam Thongphet 
& family on the loss of Long Thongphet, and 
the families of Bernice Granstrom. We pray 
God will continue to comfort them during this                

time of loss.ALTAR GUILD:
The Altar Guild will meet January 24, 2019 at 2:00 
p.m. in the Fireside Room.  New members are 
welcome.  The Altar Guild has 2 silver candleabras 
that they would like to give away.  If you know of 
anyone that could make use of them, please call 
Claris Hanson at 712-276-2969.

BOOK REVIEW - "A SECRET TO DIE FOR" BY LISA HARRIS:
Psychologist Grace Callahan has no idea that she has a secret - and a target on her back.  
When one of her clients is murdered, Grace quickly realizes that computer security spe-
cialist Stephen Shaw wasn't suffering from paranoia.  When her old friend detective Nate 
Quinn tells Grace that her life is in danger, they race against the clock to stop a threat to 
the nation's power grid.  Be prepared for some suprises (F800).

A special thank you to those who helped create 
and set up the wonderful Nativity scene on Gordon 
Drive.  This impressive scene has been on display 
during the Christmas Season since 2012 and we are 
so grateful.

inclement weather:
If Sioux City School's are closed, closing early, or 
have a late start - the building, offices, and staff at 
MLC do the same.  Stay tuned to local news programs 
for any closing updates throughout the week.



4

Annual Meeting Held on January 27th at 12:15:
Pastor Jon Gerdts bio -

 Let me tell you just a little about myself.  I graduated from Waseca Central High School (Waseca, MN).  
I attended Augsburg College in Minneapolis, MN, where I recieved a B.A. degree in chemistry and biology, 
planning on medical school.  As a result of several spiritual encounters while in college, however, I decided that 
God was calling me into pastoral ministry!
 I attended Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.  During my studies there I was married to Jocelyn, who 
I had met at Augsburg.  Together, we had a desire to serve the Lord on the mission field and we were able to 
arrange for an overseas internship in Arusha, Tanzania, along with our first child, Matthew.  After returing from 
Africa, I completed my senior year of studies and graduated with a Master of Divinty degree.  Not long after 
that, our second son, Josiah, was born.
 At this time there were no mission calls available to us, so we took our first call to Waubay, SD, a 
2-point parish of just over 300.  Our Savior's Lutheran was in town, while Egeland Lutheran was 12 miles out 
of town on gravel roads.  We served there for over 5 years.  During that time, we had two additional children, 
Sarah and Nathan.  We also raised the funds and transformed a local bar into a youth center that has served the 
youth of Waubay for many years.
 From there I accepted a call to be an associate pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Albert Lea, MN.  My 
calling involved youth ministry, marriage and family, missions, as well as general assistance to the senior pastor.  
While there, we took many people on mission trips and developed Southern Minnesota Teens Encounter Christ, 
as well as a city-wide youth ministry called Monday Night Jam.  We served there for 3 1/2 years.
 In May of 1992 I recieved a call to Morningside Lutheran Church as an associate pastor to oversee the 
development of small groups ministry.  I also filled in for youth ministry until MLC was able to hire someone 
for that position, which had just become vacant.  It was during this time that small groups ministry got estab-
lished in a big way, we saw both Western Iowa TEC and Siouxland TEC established, we brought in two new 
youth ministers, led several mission trips with youth and adults, and saw the formation of STEMM - Siouxland 
Tanzania Educational Medical Ministries.  It was also during this time that several highly respected people 
encouraged me to consider local mission development (starting a church in a new area from scratch).  This is 
something that I simply did not want to consider!  But, after God seems to weigh in the matter in a very obvious 
way, I decided to say "yes" and was given a call to begin a new congregation in Sun Prairie, WI, supported, in 
part, with $50,000 in mission money from MLC!
 So, we left MLC in January of 1999 to begin the process - both excited and scared to death!  It was only 
after the move that we learned that the Madison, WI area was a graveyard for mission starts (meaning - most 
new starts failed!).  Long story short though, Living Water Church started strong and continued to grow.  We 
began with Sunday evening services in a large area Catholic Church, left there in less than two years for a place 
of our own.  We built out space in a local business park, and after 3 1/2 more years in that place, we moved into 
a brand-new facility in a new neighborhood in our target area - the first successful mission start for the Synod in 
over 15 years!
 In the summer of 2015, 16 1/2 years after arriving in Sun Prairie, I decided that it was time to step down 
at Living Water and allow for a fresh new face to take the lead.  Not sure what was ahead, I helped out at a 
dying Pentecostal congregation.  They ended up calling me, and together we cleaned up the church and grounds, 
brought in new members, added a huge cross on the front of the church, changed the name of the congregation, 
and celebrated a grand re-opening - all in less than a year.  It was glorious!
 Just at the point where I felt that God was about to change things for us, I recieved a call from Dr. Steve 
Meyer asking me to consider taking on the role of Executive Director of STEMM.  I interviewed for the posi-
tion, recieved the call, we moved back here to Siouxland, and I began work with STEMM in March of 2017.
I believe that God brought was back here to Siouxland for more than just STEMM, and I believe that the calling 
back here at MLC is a part of it all!  I do not believe in coincidences, for we serve an awesome and amazing 
God, who loves weaving people and places and events together in ways that only He can!
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 Our family: Matthew is not yet married.  He is in the process of moving to Bayfield, WI to open a new 
microbrewery called Adventure Club Brewing in a large, new retail facility owned by Jocelyn's sister and broth-
er-in-law.  Josiah is married to Susan.  They have two boys, Ethan, 3, and Evan, 6 months.  Josiah is finishing 
up his residency in Neurology at UCSF in San Francisco.  Sarah is married to Dave.  Sarah just gave birth to 
Noah Jeffrey on New Year's Day, 2019!  Sarah does Global Public Health research in Cape Town, South Afri-
ca.  Nathan is married to Michi.  They have one daughter, Rua, 9 months.  They live in the Denver area where 
Nathan is an engineer in water resource management.  As you can see, there is quite a bit of travel involved in 
keeping up with our growing family! But we are delighted to be here in Siouxland, back here at MLC, and we 
look forward to all that God has in store!

100 Year Anniversary Weekly Devotions:
Week 43 - The Perfect Gift by Pastor Palmer Wold
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. – 2 Corinthians 9:15
A young man, who was deliriously in love, slipped a diamond ring on his sweetheart’s finger. It was not a very large stone 
but it had a brilliant sparkle.  One day a rather cynical acquaintance looked at it and said, “That doesn’t look like a genu-
ine diamond. I bet that it’s an imitation!”

The young woman was disturbed by that remark. Had her fiancé given her a cheap imitation? She decided to ask her father 
to take it to a jeweler to determine its quality. After careful examination, the expert told him that it was a “pure white 
diamond of the finest quality.” She kicked herself for having doubted her love in the first place; but now she knew with 
certainty, that he would never give her anything that was not genuine.

Similarly, God loved us so much that He gave an “unspeakable gift” to us, the gift of His only begotten Son. From Mat-
thew 1:18-25, we learn that there is nothing phony about Him! He is the Word made flesh. In verses 18 and 20, we learn 
that Mary’s child was conceived, not by a human father but by the Holy Spirit. Verse 21 shows that the baby was divinely 
named Jesus because he would save his people from their sins. In verse 22, we read that His birth was the fulfillment of 
prophecy.  Take a long look at Jesus. The sparkle of God’s love emanates from His person. Accept Him. He is the real 
thing.

Week 44 - Choices by Chaplain Kathy Yoder

In college I tutored foreign students. One man was a calm, private person who worked very hard. His friend told me that 
during the fall of Saigon this man and his brother ran down a road that turned into a fork. He went right and his broth-
er went left in the hope that one of them would survive. My student grabbed onto the legs of literally the last helicopter 
leaving Saigon. He never saw his brother or any other family members again.  My student told me about his first trip to 
an American store. He was so overwhelmed by the number of choices that he stood statue-still, finally leaving without 
buying anything. He’d seen so much tragedy. Survived against all odds. Came to this country alone. Learned the language 
well enough to get a job and eventually enroll in college. But he was paralyzed by too many choices in a store.

Just as my Vietnamese student was overwhelmed with too many choices, sometimes we’re overwhelmed, too. We try to fit 
so much into our lives that busy-ness becomes almost a religion, certainly a badge of honor that makes us appear import-
ant. We want everything this world has to offer, but like the Pharisees we forget about the One who created it. We give lip 
service to the Lord without truly loving him and knowing him.

Really, it comes down to one choice. Joshua knew that. He calls on God’s chosen people to abandon false idols. He tells 
them to make a choice. One choice.  “Choose this day whom you will serve. As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” - Joshua 24:15b  Choose this day whom you will serve. If you choose Jesus, your life will never be the same in this 
life or the next. The choice is yours alone. Choose wisely. Choose now.Me? I choose Jesus. I hope you do, too.
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CARING & SHARING:
The following are those who are on the list for 
February. You will be contacted if and when you are 
needed to help provide food.

• Andersen, Leah
• Boyd, Cara
• Boyd, Diane
• Brewer, Cynthia
• Conway, Janice
• Ebaugh, Beverly
• Ebaugh, Noreen
• Edwards, Julene
• Ellensohn, Ashley
• Eyres, Renee
• Gill, Betty
• Grubel, Maxine
• Gruber, Diane
• Hansen, Pamela
• Hansen, Vikki
• Hanson, Claris
• Hanson, Julie
• Herzberg, Shawnee
• Hoak, Kelly
• Holverson, Melissa

• Hruska, Karrie
• Huff, Carol
• Hulce, Kayana
• Jensen, Brenda
• Knepper, Marian
• Knudson, Michelle
• LeFebvere, Shirley
• Miller, Jan
• Miller, Jodi
• Nash, Shelly
• Pedersen, Ann
• Phillips, Helen
• Rowe, Joanne
• Rowe, Sherri
• Sakariason, Lois
• Sawatzky, Sarah
• Thompson, Carolyn
• Treft, Nancy
• Van Roekel, Sara
• Walker, Hannah
• Willer, Kim

MLC BY THE NUMBERS:

DEC. 2
DEC. 9
DEC. 16
DEC. 23
DEC. 24
DEC. 30

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE / GIVING

320
753
629
594
997
501

$12,836
$31,909
$63,400
$19,894
$7,841
$26,728

REVENUE
LESS EXP.
NET

 $1,301,035
($1,226,497)
    ($74,538)

  $1,251,848 
($1,190,691)
     ($61,157)

YTD as of
12/31/17

Budget Mins.
of MLC

YTD as of
12/31/18

DEC. 2
DEC. 9
DEC. 16
DEC. 23-30

SUNDAY SCHOOL
-
-
-
No Sunday School

$23
$29
$42

Tom & Congregation Members,
On behalf of all the men, women 
and children who have a warm, 
dry and safe place to go during the 
day and at night, we all want to 
thank you for your kindness and 
generosity.  The Warming Shelter 
tries to help everyone to include 
those rejected by other shelters.  
We do so because we believe that 
is what God calls us to do.  We do 
this with no government support.
Your kindness saves lives.
God Bless You,
Joe Twidwell & The Warming 
Shelter

THANK YOU'S:
I want to thank the anonymous 
person for their most kind and 
thoughtful note and gift card 
given to me for Christmas.  I 
was truly suprised and deeply 
touched.
Your thoughtfulness was very 
much appreciated.
- Dianna Michaelis

Thank you MLC members for 
donating a total of 220 Comfort 
and Joy Giving Tree gifts to 
those in need.  Your generosity 
has certainly touched and bless-
ed many lives at Christmas!
- Social Concerns Team

We wish to thank the 2018 group 
leaders...and the additional 52 carolers 
for participating in this year's MLC 
Christmas Caroling event, held Dec. 9th.  
What a success!  All of you helped bring 
comfort and joy to 74 separate resi-
dences of our church family, including 
those and others in 3 care facility dining 
rooms.  We also thank Don and Donna 
Friedrichsen for their special touch in 
"soup sitting" and hosting the returning 
carolers.  Special thanks to Judy Kane 
for her assistance in developing the 
caroling listing.  Hearts were touched.  
Memories were made.  Fellowship was 
grand.  God is so good!
Blessings to each of you,
Dianna Michaelis & Jennica Corporon
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Note: The offering listed above does not     
include online giving that has been recieved.
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Submission deadline for the next issue of
“The Visitor” is February 1st.

Send articles to Ariel at
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

"Jesus looked at them and said, with men it is    
impossible, but not with God; for with God all 

things are possible."
-Mark 10:27


