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THE

Hello, MLC! Aleia here! When I first got asked to write the article for The Visitor, I could not think of  a topic for the life 
of  me!  I finally decided to share with you a reoccurring theme in my life at the moment.  Money.  Wait!  Don't run away 
quite yet!  It's not as scary as it sounds - I promise!  God has been putting lots of  little hints in my life this past month that 
this could be a big theme for me this year.  Not only did I get asked to take the Financial Peace University (FPU) class last 
minute (a few hours before the first class started!), I was also planning on teaching the kids about the different types of  gifts 
God gives us - the main two focuses being money and the spiritual gifts.  This alone was enough to suspect God was 
hinting at something, but on top of  that I got my own apartment a few months ago and was just starting to navigate the 
waters of  real life expenses.  All this together has brought my focus on the topic of  money.

The FPU class has been a true blessing.  Not only has it helped me with my personal 
finances and teaching me how to make my money work for me, it has helped me 
with my ministry.  After receiving a donation of  lots of  Thrivent Financial piggy 
banks from two of  our very kind and generous members, it really got me thinking 
about how to help our kids learn about money from a young age.  Each kid received 
a piggy bank in the month of  January with three separate compartments labeled 
"share", "save", and "spend".  I taught the kids about the importance of  making sure 
we put money in all 3 of  these categories.  After all, God wants us to invest in 
all 3 of  these things to lead healthy and happy lives.

This got me thinking about us adults, and how most of  us have strayed from the 
outline God has given us when it comes to money.  Some of  us tend to "spend" 
more than we "share" or "save".  Some of  us tend to "save" so much that we forget 
to "spend" on stuff we want.  Whatever your tendency, I felt we could all benefit from the simplicity of  a children's lesson.  
Sometimes we get prideful and think that God can only speak to us in certain ways.  Let this be a mini reminder that God 
can speak to us in ANY way He wants - it doesn't matter how complex the sentence or how simple the idea is.

Looking at the Bible, money is a popular topic...why?  Because God knows that how we view and spend it affects our lives 
a lot more than we think.  One of  the most important passages in the Bible concerning money comes from 
Mark 12:41-44 often referred to as "The Widow's Offering".  I encourage you to read (or reread) this passage on your own, 
as there is a lot of  ideas packed into just 4 verses.  The key take away I got out of  it was that Jesus cares more about 
the heart behind how you give than the amount.  Though we are given a nice outline in the Old Testament of  
10% of  our income for our "share" section of  the piggy bank, this story gives us the freedom to live more generous lives 
both now and in the future.

In my FPU class, there are 7 "Baby Steps" that Ramsey stresses.  Each step leads you closer and closer to the last and 
most important step - Baby Step 7!  Do you know what is is?  Build wealth and give GENEROUSLY!  I don't know about 
you, but that idea EXCITES me!  There are SO many amazing opportunities to help others and to be able to do that in 
abundance?  The idea is breathtaking!  As Christians, we are called to share generously.  By doing so, we are able 
to share the gospel in more ways than we can even think of !  The phrase "actions speak louder than words" can be used to 
help SHOW the love of  Jesus to others in powerful ways.

As I run out of  space on my page, I want to leave you with some things to think about.  How are you spending your money 
right now?  Are you putting money in all three parts of  your "piggy bank"?  How can you live an outrageously generous 
life?  How can you share with a heart of  gratitude?  What's stopping you?  How can you use your money to help others 
and share Jesus with the world?  I pray this lights a fire in your heart and pushes you to think about how your money can 
play a role in living your life for Jesus.

With Love ~ Aleia Nelson, MLC Children's Ministry Director
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
RADIO BROADCAST:
Remember someone special or celebrate a birthday 
or anniversary by supporting a Radio Broadcast on 
Sunday mornings. The broadcast is $125 and reaches 
many people who are unable to attend worship 
services. This has been such a blessing to many during 
2020. Contact the church office if  interested or sign up 
at the bulletin board across from the library.

FLOWERS:
Consider giving a donation to furnish flowers for 
worship services. This can be for a special event, 
anniversary, or just because. Contact the church office 
or sign up at the bulletin board across from the library.

DIRECTORY:
The Annual Report and Directory are available to 
pickup in the church foyer.

CONE PARK:
Please note the change in date!

Our annual Cone Park Night will be on Tuesday, 
February 16 from 6:00-9:00pm.  Join us for a 
FREE NIGHT* of  tubing with family and friends!  All 
are welcome, so invite a friend or two and join us for a 
great night!  Meet at Cone Park (3800 Line Drive).

Sioux City Parks and Rec asks that all people wear 
face coverings while in the park, both inside and out. 
For more information on mask requirements, check 
out coneparksiouxcity.com.

*There is a $3 charge for ice skate rentals.

THE MARRIAGE COURSE:  
February 7-14 is National Marriage Week! Experts all 
agree that every marriage could benefit from some 
focused attention and care on a regular basis. Many 
agree that The Marriage Course offered by Alpha 
USA, is an excellent resource for married couples to:
Strengthen Their Connections, Improve Their 
Communication, Resolve Their Conflicts, Foster 
Forgiveness and Relational Healing, Impact Their 
Families, and…Enhance Their Intimacy

If  you want to bless & strengthen your marriage in 
2021, then consider joining us for The Marriage 
Course! The Course runs for 7 weeks, beginning 
Valentines Day, Sunday, February 14, and ending 
Sunday, March 28.

You can take the course in one of  two ways (both are 
without charge). Every participant will be given a 
course manual and guide for taking notes and guiding 
your discussions as couples for maximum impact.

1. Live at Church, 5:30 – 7:30 pm. Hosted by 
Pastor Noah & Emily, with videos in the sanctuary. 
This course will be geared for younger couples with 
children. Childcare will be provided.

2. In Your Homes, Via Zoom, 6:30 – 8:30 pm. 
Hosted by Pastor Jon & Jocelyn. We will begin, via 
Zoom, with a large gathering for an opening, followed 
by video streaming of  the session with times woven in 
for guided personal interactions as couples. At the end 
we will all be brought back together for a final prayer 
and blessing.

Want to strengthen your marriage in 2021? Then sign 
up for The Marriage Course: 1) On our Website, 2) By 
contacting the church office, or 3) In the foyer of  the 
church. We would love to have you join us!!!
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PENNY-A-MEAL:
Penny-A-Meal will take place on Sunday, February 
14 and February 21 during services.  This campaign 
always ties in with Valentine's Day, the perfect time to 
show those in great need, the heart of  Jesus.

Monies collected are used to buy baby items, school 
supplies, backpack meal items, toiletries for the 
homeless, greeting cards for the hospitalized and 
homebound members, donations to worthy causes for 
familes in need, and to help with special missions.

LENT:
Join us for Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, 
February 17 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary.  Communion 
and the distribution of  ashes will be offered.

Journey to Transformation - A Lenten Series:
When we commit to being people of  prayer, we are 
going to see God work in profound ways. We will 
begin to see transformation in ourselves, our families, 
our church, and all those around us. Many people 
have a transformation story. Part of  humanities 
transformation story began with Jesus walking the 
streets of  Jerusalem as people waved their palm 
branches to celebrate His arrival, and soon after, 
people chanting for His death as He carried His cross 
to the top of  a hill, and ultimately His grave. It is there 
that He resurrected into new life. Transformation 
begins with us picking up our cross, dying to self, our 
own selfish desires, and following Him.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION:
We will begin taking registrations for the 2021 - 2022 
school year on February 15, 2021. We offer a class for 
students who turn three by Sept. 15, 2021 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 11:30am. We 
also have a class for students who turn four by 
Sept. 15, 2021. This class meets on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:30am to 2:45pm. Hot 
lunch for M/W/F class is provided by the Sioux City 
School District and is included in the tuition cost. 

Cost for the T/Th is $90 a month, and M/W/F is 
$150 (if  you are not an Iowa resident or your child is 
5 years old before Sept 15, 2021, there is an additional 
$20 fee).  To register, call 276 -2511 Ext. 21 or email 
morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com

SOUP AND SANDWICH SUPPERS:
We are blessed to be able to offer a meal before each 
service in Lent. Soup Suppers will be served beginning 
Ash Wednesday throughout Lent from 5:30-6:30pm in 
the Gym.  Monetary donations are welcome to cover 
the cost of  meals. Seating will be spread out as much 
as possible in the Gym to help social distancing. Please 
join us for this wonderful time of  fellowship.
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Week of:            Attendance:          Sunday School:

January 3    243   --
January 10    245   45
January 17      229   41
January 24    179   46
January 31    226   39

Budget               YTD 1/31/20          YTD 1/31/21

    Revenue            $79,411                 $63,322
    Less Exp.              $(92,448)                $(82,462)

    Net                      $(13,037)                $(19,140)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious 
name. "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, 
and we have given you only what comes from your hand." 1 
Chronicles 29:13-14

by the numbers

BAPTISM CLASS:
Thinking about Baptism for a child this year?  Then 
please join us for a one-session class focused on the 
wonderful covenant called Baptism!

What does Baptism do?  Why is it important?  What 
really happens and what does not?  Is there a link 
between Baptism and Surrender and Salvation and the 
Holy Spirit? We will talk about all of  that and more.

The class will meet on Sunday, February 28 at 9:00am 
in the Kitchen Lounge for less than two hours.  
Contact the church office if  you would like to 
participate!

CHOIR:
It's not too late to join the choir! Whether you sing in 
high school or have sung for years and years, we'd love 
to have you participate!  We will be preparing for 
Easter as well as participation in other worship 
services.

Rehearsals are each Tuesday at 7:00pm in the 
Sanctuary.  Digital rehearsal options are available.  
Please contact Charity for details at 712-276-2511 or 
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com.

PRAYER:
Join us on Saturday, February 27 at 9:00am in the 
Sanctuary for a prayer gathering.

Let's put what we have been preaching into practice!  
Join us in person to pray and lift up those around us.  
We will dive in and learn more about how we can best 
pray together and alone as we seek to strengthen and 
grow Morningside Lutheran as a church who 
continues to build each other up in prayer.

If  you are not able to join us in person, please 
consider committing to prayer and being included on 
our prayer email chain.  To do so, please fill out the 
bottom portion of  your bulletin, call the church office, 
or email mlc@morningsidelutheran.com to be added 
to the list.



YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30am
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm
     Fridays 8:30-10:30am
Adult Beginner Pickle Ball Session, Gym.
     Monday, March 1 at 7:00pm.
     Due to covid protocol, we are limiting participants, 
     so please reserve a spot today by contacting Randy 
     Hansen by text at 712-212-1575 or 
     email hansen@morningside.edu
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, March 3 at 9:30am.

SYMPATHY ~ 

We extend our sympathy to the families of  
Harold Hanson. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of  loss.

HOSPITALlZATIONS ~ 

Sandy Sabel, Irma Eilers, Ellen Christofferson

our church family

5

NEW MEMBER CLASS:
Thinking about joining MLC?  Maybe you are new to 
Morningside Lutheran.  Maybe you've been coming 
for years and just never felt the urge to join.  Wherever  
you are at, we appreciate you and embrace you as you 
are!

Join us on Saturday, March 6 from 9:00-lunchtime 
(yes, lunch is included!)  in the Fireside Room for a fun, 
informative, and engaging experience to learn more 
about MLC and expectations of  membership.  Child-
care will be provided as needed.  Contact the church 
office if  you are interested in joining us!

NURSERY:
Children are always welcome at services, however, the 
nursery (located down the hall from the Sanctuary) is 
available during the 9:30 and 11:00 services and we 
have a great group of  girls that would love to hang out 
with your kiddos while you enjoy worship!  Pictured 
above is our Nursery Coordinator Katie Baker.

We encourage children older than preschool age to 
participate in Sunday School at 9:30am downstairs 
with our Children's Ministry!

GUIDING STAR RETREAT:
Today is more important than 
ever for young girls to have high 
self-esteem regarding their 
bodies, not just when they are 
in the middle of  puberty, but 
before the onset.  On Friday, 
March 5, join us for a Mom's 
Question and Answer Night at 
7:00pm to help you communicate to your daughter in 
the best way.  On Saturday, March 6, there will be a 
fun, interactive class for girls 3rd-5th grade.  If
 interested in participating or to get more info about 
this retreat, please contact Aleia Nelson at 
aleian@morningsidelutheran.com or 
712-276-2511 Ext 13. Registration is required.
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