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Regarding Kings, Teachers, and Third-World Kids
 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.'  Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'"
 The thing that most often stands out to me in memories of my time in third-world countries is the chil-
dren.  I would always come back to the United States and tell people how eager for love and attention these kids 
are.  They have always been so trusting and physically affectionate.  I guess I figured it was a product of their 
great financial need or living with one or both parents missing from death, abandonment, or just excessive work 
to make ends meet.  I would regularly say that kids back home are not like that at all.
 When my youngest started kindergarten, I got several questions similar to, "What are you going to do 
now?" as if I would suddenly have loads of time to explore my passions and follow some great dream I had put 
off.  My honest answer was usually, "Take a shower or finally keep up with the laundry."  Instead, I heard of a
need in the schools for qualified substitute teachers.  I figured that it would 
look more noble to go back to work more full time and that it would free up 
some room in the family budget, so I took the required courses and began to 
fill in for some classroom teachers in town.
 What I remember most about my initial interactions with the job 
is thinking, "These kids are third-world country kids."  No matter where I 
went, I was greeted with hugs and "I love you."  These kids almost automat-
ically trusted me with their concerns, proud moments, and affections.  Even 
though I only work a couple days a week in several different schools, many 
students greet me by name in public.  (Admittedly, I now have to pretend to 
know everyone in public.)  Often the students I have written referrals for or I 
have had to shout at to get their attention greet me with the most enthusiasm.  
I regularly tell sympathetic teachers after I have had a particularly trying 
day, "I only have to do this once.  You come back and do it again tomorrow."  
The stories from teachers and staff who do this everyday are anywhere from 
enraging to heartbreaking.
 But this is America.  Surely there is no great need here.  And even 
if there was, that's just out there in the public school system.  Not here at 
church, right?     Continued on page 3
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women's bible study:
The Thursday morning women's group will begin a 7-session 
Bible study, Seamless by Angie Smith, on Thursday, March 
21st in the Fireside Room from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  Please join 
us as we study people, places, and promises of the Bible, tying 
them together into the greater story of Scripture with Angie's 
and our own group leader's guidance.  Discover a Biblical 
context that reshapes and brings to life stories from the Old 
and New Testaments.  To order a study guide, please contact 
Pam Thorson by calling or texting 712-301-9624 or emailing 
pamthorson@hotmail.com preferably by March 7th.

cone park night:
Family night at Cone Park has been rescheduled to 
Wednesday, February 13th!  Student and Children's Ministries 
invite you and your family to Cone Park on February 13th 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. for a free night of family fun!  This event 
is open to all ages.

soup kitchen:
MLC will serve at the Soup Kitchen on Thursday, March 
7th, 2019.  We need 2-3 people for prep from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
and 7-8 people to serve from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  This includes 
someone to help wash dishes during the meal and also to 
help clean up.  Middle school and older youth are welcome 
to come.  Middle school students must be accompanied by an 
adult.  Sign up sheet will be located on the "welcome desk".  
Please contact Karen at 712-251-3087 with any questions.
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Hospitilzations:
Joyce Sandvold
Sharon Hopp
Gary Grieve

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Bill Jacobsen and 

Family on the loss of Berline Jacobsen,
Nancy Peterson, Paul & Charity Peterson and 

Family on the loss of Dwayne Peterson,
Families of Clifton Stolpe,

and to Diane Boyd and Family on the loss of 
Wayne Boyd.

We pray God will continue to comfort them 
during this time of loss.

Maybe a majority of our kids aren't lacking material 
goods (though many are), but perhaps there is a deeper 
poverty that pervades our young people.  Maybe it's a 
spiritual and relational poverty that leaves our students 
and young children hungry for nurture, guidance, and 
affection.  When my son went through his 3rd grade 
Bible class (where students were given new bibles and 
parents were invited to come learn with their child how 
to use it), I sat at a table with five kids and no other par-
ents beside me.  That was just one grade.  In our church.  
In my opinion, that's too many children going on this 
faith journey without guidance at home.  In middle/high 
school ministry, almost two dozen of our students have 
families that are not connected to our church.  In high 
school ministry one week, as we talked about God as 
Father, at least three of our students made mention of 
life without a father.  They were only a representation of 
the many more who live that reality.  It's amazing what 
we don't see when we don't open our eyes.
 Despite all those odds being stacked against 
them, these kids and students keep coming to our 
church.  I say that means we, as an entire congregation, 
have been given a chance to serve the king.  I recent-
ly read a book by a senator from Nebraska about the 
coming-of-age crisis in the United States and some of 
the statistics in the book startled me.  He said that, for 
people over the age of 60, only 25% of them talked 
about anything important with someone under the age 
of 36 in the past 6 months.  And when you eliminate 
their family, the percentage drops to 6%.  I can only 
imagine that is representative of some of our younger 
generations as well, who are so wrapped up in our own 
business that we can't see the people, let alone the needs 
right next to us, even in church.  No wonder our young 
people yearn for wisdom, guidance, and relationship.  
As Christians, we have the single most important topic 
of conversation in the world and yet we are hiding Jesus 
in our own homes and in our own pews.  There is no 
guarantee that says you will change anyone's life if you 
make an investment and share the love and message of 
Jesus.  What I do know, however, is that you won't make 
a difference if you don't ever show up.  I wonder, in our 
context, if the King could say to you and me, "I was 
lonely and you gave me a hug.  I didn't know anyone, 
but you learned my name.  I struggled in school and you 
came to read to me.  My world was chaos, but you were 
consisitently there for me.  I was far from God, but you 
gave me a ride to church.  Truly, I tell you whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me." -Charity Peterson

inclement weather:
If Sioux City School's are closed, closing early, or 
have a late start - the building, offices, and staff 
at MLC do the same.  If there is no school or an       
early out, there will be no church activities that 
night.  Stay tuned to local news programs for any 
closing updates throughout the week.

Agape Circle:
Please note - on February 17, the Agape Circle 
will meet at the home of Brenda Washburn (913 S.  
Rustin St.) at 3:00 p.m.
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Soles4souls:
Shoe Donation in March!  We are sponsoring a shoe 
collection for the charity Soles4Souls from March 
1st to March 31st.  Soles4Souls creates sustainable 
jobs and provides relief through the distribution of 
shoes and clothing to those in need around the world.  
Please join us by cleaning out your closets and do-
nating your new or gently worn shoes!  Contact Dana 
Kennedy (712-898-2164) or Shelly Nash (712-301-
8749) for more information.

Friendship Works...
"A Morningside Lutheran Ministry":

Research has proven that loneliness is one of the 
major problems of people living as shut-ins and in 

nursing homes, as well as, in the general population 
of today's world.  We, as Christians, need to address 
this problem in our own church.  We have many who 

cannot come to our worship services and they feel 
a disconnect to us...their church family.  This is the 

reason that we now have a new "branch" of our own 
CARECORE ministry called FRIENDSHIP WORKS.  
We are a group of people from our church who plan to 
visit one person, one time a month, one hour or more 
- a person who is a member of Morningside and needs 
visitors.  We have around twenty people already com-
mitted to the group, but we still have members who 

need a contact person.  We encourage you to join us in 
this new and improved outreach.  See Connie Bartels 

for more information or call her at 712-253-7629.

Current members are:
Carolyn Thompson

Carolyn Rippke
Marian Knepper
Sherry Nettleton

Suzie Rager
Rita Potter

Claris Hanson
Joylyn Rippke
Dan Bernholtz
Gloria Connick
Gloree Clausen
Alex Knepper

Jan Brown
Vern Brown

Connie Bartels
Ruth Rysta

Dianna Michaelis
Patsy Simoni
Paul Rippke
Jim Williams

Jan Reese

100th anniversary dvd's:
If you would like to revisit, or maybe even view for 
the first time, the special 100th Anniversary service 
from last August when we honored former pastors and 
heard former Pastor Steve Dornbusch deliver the mes-
sage, we are now making available a DVD featuring 
all three services from that morning.  The cost is $10 
per DVD and must be paid for at the time of order.  To 
order, simply let the office know by February 17th.  
Copies will be made once we know the total number 
to order.
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god story:
Our friend Mike submitted this story -
This God moment is so amazing I think about it often.  My mother went to heaven in October of 2003.  About 
the end of November or early December, I came home from work and our old style answering machine had its 
red light flashing and there was one new message.  No other messages were on the machine.  Are you ready for 
this?  It was my mom's voice and it said, "Mike, everything is great.  I just wanted to let you know I am doing 
good".  Wow...this gives me chills every time I talk about it.  This is the first time I have written it down and I'm 
getting chills.
Submit your God Story to Alex Knepper (atknep@gmail.com) or Marc Christofferson (zip51106@gmail.com).

Book review: burden of proof by diann mills
Reeling from a hostage negotiation gone wrong, FBI Special Agent, April Ramos, is 
caught off guard when a frazzled young woman shoves a baby into her arms and disap-
pears.  Her concern quickly turns to fear when a man claiming to be the child's father 
abducts them at gunpoint and forces April to take them to her house.  She discovers she 
is dealing with Jason Snyder, a fugitive accused of murder.  April eventually believes he 
has been framed and starts investigating while on the run.  Will corrupt law enforcement 
officials put her in danger?  A good read (F800).

Augustana University Choir:
Morningside Lutheran will host the Augustana University Choir on March 12th at 
7:00 p.m.  This is a free concert!  Please plan to attend and hear this wonderful 
music.  If you are willing and able to provide a dish for the choir's meal at 
Morningside Lutheran that evening, please contact Charity Koehler at 
charitykoehler@morningsidelutheran.com.

To our friends at Morningside Lutheran Church:
Kathy and I would like to thank you all for the countless prayers that have been lifted up on our behalf.  Without 
them - six doctors, three nurses, and a physicians assistant would not be calling me a "walking miracle", be-
cause I wouldn't be here.  All of your other acts of kindness are also appreciated.  Without your financial sup-
port, gifts of food, kind words, and pats on the back - this would be an unbearable time.  My plan was always 
to return to work, however, my oncologists have planned constant chemotherapy for me far into the future.  So, 
I have had to retire from my position as custodian at MLC.  I have loved serving as your custodian and have 
enjoyed meeting and interacting with so many of you.  I may have retired from being your custodian, but I will 
continue to see you at worship and other events.  Thank you Pastor Darrin and Barb Baker for supporting me 
while I have been on staff.  I would also like to thank the rest of the staff for all the help you have given me 
through the years and especially since I've been sick.
Once again, thank you Morningside Lutheran.  God bless you all!
Jim & Kathy Ewoldt
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CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list for 
March.  You will be contacted if and when you are 
needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Albert, Alissah
• Andersen, Jolaine
• Bauer, Tammy
• Benson, Karen
• Blankenburg, Elizabeth
• Bradshaw, Michelle
• Bramstedt, Nancy
• Burton, Michelle
• Buss, Niki
• Campbell, Donna
• Campbell, Roxann
• Craig, Sherry
• Danke, Jodi
• Dawdy, Jessica
• Fick, Beckie
• Grimoskas, Maralyn
• Hanson, Jeanne
• Hartung, Marge
• Hofdahl, Barbara
• Hohenstein, Karlene

• Johnstone, Deborah
• Koza, Melanie
• Kudera, Melanie
• Loffswold, Connie
• Niewohner, Pat
• Nixa, Ardie
• Overgaauw, Elizabeth
• Puttmann, Jo Ellen
• Reinert, Margarite
• Reinking, Lindy
• Riley, Karen
• Schlag, Shirley
• Schwartz, Jan
• Stewart, Tasha
• Thompson, Betty
• Trotter, Molly
• Walstrom, Beverly
• Watkins, Jerilyn
• Winter, Dorothy
• Winter, Lori

MLC BY THE NUMBERS:

JAN. 6
JAN. 13
JAN. 20
JAN. 27

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE / GIVING

654
687
697
533

$27,043
$15,743
$11,067
$11,202

REVENUE
LESS EXP.
NET

 $88,561.53
($97,557.41)
 ($8,995.88)

  $78,232.88 
($71,884.24)
  ($6,348.64)

YTD as of
1/31/18

Budget Mins.
of MLC

YTD as of
1/31/19

JAN. 6
JAN. 13
JAN. 20
JAN. 27

SUNDAY SCHOOL

163
159
145
147

$37
$40
KidZone Takeover
$9
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Note: The offering listed above does not     
include online giving that has been recieved.

ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART/ELDERVERSITY:
• Mall Walking and Talking, Southern Hills Mall.  MWF 9:00-10:00 a.m.
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m. (3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25)
 Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 a.m. (3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26)
 Thursdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. (3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28)

• Board Meeting, Fireside Room.  Wednesday, March 6 @ 9:30 a.m.
• W.I.G.S., Gym.  Wednesday, March 13 @ 11:45 a.m.
 Program by Cindy Brody, Partners for Patriots/Service Dogs.  For reservations, call Leila Agee (276-  
 1072) or Coleen Loffswold (276-5633).
• Ancestry/Genealogy, Fireside Room.  Thursday, March 21 @ 7:00-8:00 p.m.
 Basic information on websites and other resources to help you research your family history.  Popular   
 session repeated by Linda Urick and Jan Schultz.
• Wills/Estate Planning, Fireside Room.  Tuesday, March 26 @ 7:00-8:00 p.m.
 Dan Gildemeister will present information on getting started and what may be included in a will or trust.

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious 
name.  "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from 
you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand."
-1 Chronicles 29:13-14
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"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding."

-Proverbs 3:5

..................................................


