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information and events
UPDATE INFORMATION: In January, the new
church directory will be available. We ask that you
update your information with us. Please let the church
office know if you have a change in address, phone
number, name, or email.
GORDON DRIVE NATIVITY: A great work crew
set up the Nativity scene down on Gordon Drive at the
end of November. The creation of Ray Monlux, and
constructed with the help of Vern Brown, Gary Judd,
and Louie Sager, this impressive scene has been on
display at Christmas time since 2012. We are so
grateful to have this beautiful display to share with
others.

MLC CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: MLC's annual
Christmas program will be held on Sunday, December
15th beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. We have
a wonderful program, "Child of Light: The Father's
Symphony", presented by the choir and orchestra, with
narration written by Kathy Yoder. Please plan to
attend and bring your family and friends. This is a
free event; spread the word!

ORGAN RECITAL: On December 15, Dr. Jeremy
Owens will present a half-hour organ recital in the
Sanctuary of Grace United Methodist Church at 1735
Morningside Ave beginning at noon. The recital will
include music for the Advent and Christmas Season
by J.S. Bach, Carson Cooman, Marcel Dupre, Wayne
Wold and David Wilcocks.
CHILDREN'S CHOIR: There will be a special
children’s choir for Christmas on Sunday, December
22nd at the 9:30 a.m. service. We encourage you to
worship at the 9:30 a.m. service that day for
wonderful songs and narration brought to you from
the MLC kids!

ROLLERAMA: Children and Student Ministries
will have their fourth annual Rollerama Family Night
on Wednesday, December 18th from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Join us at the Rollerama at 4500 Stone Avenue for a
free night of family skating! See you there!

COMFORT & JOY GIVING TREE:
Please share the joy of Jesus
with those in need by selecting
an ornament from the Christmas
Giving Tree from November 24th
through December 15th. The tree
is located in the church Narthex.
Purchase the suggested gift item
and return the gift to church, in
a gift bag, by December 15th.
Thank you for blessing others as
God blesses you!
~ Social Concerns Team

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: MLC's Christmas Eve
Candlelight and Communion Services will be held on
December 24th at 3:00, 5:00, and 10:00 p.m. Join us
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for "The First Christmas Story".

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY: Morningside Lutheran
Church will once again be offering Financial Peace University
(FPU) starting January 12th from 4:00-6:00 p.m.! Are you tired of
money stress? Then you’re ready to join nearly 6 million people
whose lives have been changed by FPU! This nine-lesson course
taught by Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts helps
you work a plan to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free yourself
from money worries! You’ll join a small group for discussions and
lessons—all rooted in biblical wisdom and common sense. FPU
includes your member workbook and a free year of Financial Peace
Membership, with online tools created to support your journey. For
more info go to fpu.com/1106103 or contact Karl Pauling at
KarlPauling@gmail.com.
Whether you’re in over your head or doing ok, if you bring home ten
thousand dollars or ten million dollars, if you’re 21 or 61, we all need
a plan, and FPU is that plan. This class is purely informational, you
won’t be asked to tell your personal situation. You’ll also learn about
insurances, retirement planning, real estate & mortgages and how to be
outrageously generous.
Make 2020 the year you take control of your money. Pizza, beverages, and childcare will be provided.

our church family

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATES: There will
be no children's ministry programming December
22nd through January 5th. We will start back up on
Wednesday, January 8th after the holiday break. Make
sure to join us on December 18th for Rollerama and
Christmas Eve Services on December 24th!
KIDZONE TAKEOVER: Our third annual KidZone
Takeover will be on Sunday, January 19th at the
9:30 a.m. service. The kids will be leading worship,
prayers, readings, and soaking in the message
alongside you as one body of believers! This will be
combined preschool and K-5. Note: We will only
having KidZone Takeover at the 9:30 a.m. service this
year as we believe this will allow the best atmosphere
and experience for everyone. Feel free to go to any
service you'd like, but try to stick around or come
early for the 9:30 a.m. service that morning to
experience a great worship service!

Baptisms: Daniel John Byers,
son of Jason and Bracy (Brown) Byers and
Daisy Haze Stolpe, daughter of Dacotah Stolpe
and Susan Bradbury were brought to the Lord
in Holy Baptism. We pray God will richly bless
them and guide them in the years ahead as they
grow in their Christian faith.
Hospitalizations: Guy Kroger,
Irma Eilers,
Wanda Mosier

CHRISTMAS NOTE: If
you are able to usher, greet,
or be a communion server
for any of our
Christmas Eve Services,
please sign up at the
Information Counter or
contact Terry Krei.
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caring & sharing list
The following are those who are on the list for
January. You will be contacted if and when you are
needed to help provide food. Thank you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anderson, Pamela
Barto, Shelly
Behrens, Diane
Bertrand, Kari
Breiner, Julie
Brockshus, Nancy
Colfack, Sarah
Dorale, Dianne
Dybsetter, Nichole
Foster, Julie
Fravel, Pat
George, Doris
Glade, Lori
Goodwin, Nicole
Gordon, Ronelle
Gould, Roxanne
Grindberg, Della
Haar, Tina
Hafits, Debra
Hamilton, Sharon
Hansel, Vicki

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hansen, Kim
Hecht, Nancy
Hovland, Marcia
Iwen, Brenda
Jensen, Michelle
Johnson, Patricia
Johnson, Sherri
Jordan, Sandy
Lapke, Pam
Lewis, Joan
Lubben, Lois
Lupkes, Lisa
Mosier, Wanda
Mycka, Gina
Nettleton, Sherry
Peters, Roxanne
Plendl, Sheila
Pruehs, Lori
Schuett, Shirley
Stiles, Deb
Swenson, Cyndi
Tronson, Tiffany

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY: The Thursday
Women’s Bible study will begin a new session January
2nd. The group meets from 9:00-11:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room each Thursday morning. In this 7
session study, Job: A Study of Unlikely Joy by Lisa
Harper, Joy is the constant companion of the woman
who trusts in the Lord. And while you can find it in
friends, family, and circumstances, unfailing,
persistent joy will only ever overflow from your
relationship with Jesus. You will discover the
redemptive facet of Job’s suffering. Learn to view pain
as a way to strengthen your faith, point others to the
gospel, and trust in the Lord. Because His providence
will never take you to a place where His grace will
not sustain you. To order a study guide please contact
Sherri Johnson at jsherril59@gmail.com or call/text
712.253.9498 by December 13th. All women are
welcome to join on the 2nd of January!

ALPHA: It has been a number of years since we have offered Alpha, and we are excited about returning to it.
Alpha is for everyone who wants to explore life's big questions. The course will start on Sunday, January 12th
in the Kitchen Lounge and meet for a total of ten weeks. We still start with a meal at 5:00 p.m., followed by a
video talk, and a brief discussion period. Each talk looks at a different question around faith. We will have you
out the door by 7:00 p.m. There is no cost to attend the course. We will do a free-will offering to help us meet
the cost of the meal. Since we are providing a meal, please RSVP the first week by calling the church office or
signing your name at the Information Counter so that we can get an idea of how much food we will need. We
will have an information table in the lobby on the two Sundays leading up to the January 12th date.
This is a great opportunity to invite a friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker to meet Jesus.
Alpha is different - there is no pressure, no follow-up, and no charge to attend. Whether you grew up a
Christian or never set foot in Church, whether you are eighteen or eighty, whether you raise kids or raise cattle...
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Alpha is for everyone. We look forward to seeing you!

INTERIM PASTOR'S UPDATE by Pastor Tim White:
It’s been three months since my last update on where we are in the interim process which will come to
an end when the new Lead Pastor arrives and goes to work. There has been a lot of activity lately and it’s
picking up steam.
VISION: From mid-August through the end of September we committed to a Prayer Focus for the
purpose of listening for what God would say to us as to His vision and His intended future of ministry for MLC.
The feedback received from participants was compiled and combined with the Holy Cow assessment survey
information and with input from the staff. It was amazing to see a couple themes emerge definitively. Based
on these, the pastors developed a first draft of a Vision that will give definition to future ministry development.
With additional input from the staff and the Transition Team, a final draft was crafted. It was exciting to see
how God can and does speak through His people.
The Vision was approved on a unanimous vote of the Church Council at their November 11th meeting.
I expect we’ll be rolling it out shortly after the first of the year. The Call Committee has already received the
Vision document which will factor in significantly as they conduct their search and seek to narrow down the
field of pastor candidates. Meanwhile, I want you to prayerfully contemplate the word, “embrace” and what
it might mean in the life of our church. The Embrace Vision will be unveiled in a special sermon series next
month.
GOVERNANCE / BYLAWS: The Governance Team began their work approximately 18 months ago,
doing a ton of first-hand research as to how larger congregations are governed. They produced a rewrite of
Morningside’s bylaws that represent a dramatic change from what has been. On November 17th, the
proposal was passed by a vote of the congregation. I believe the new bylaws will contribute significantly in
making current and future ministries more effective and more responsive to needs as they arise, while still
providing accountability.
CALL COMMITTEE: The Call Committee, which was elected in late October, has begun meeting.
This is a really significant turning point for us. It’s the point at which we begin handing off to this committed
group of people what we have learned in the interim time. Call Committee members represent the
congregation in the monumental work of prayer and human effort to identify the person most likely to be God’s
choice for the Lead Pastor position. We trust the Holy Spirit to work through the Call Committee and through
congregation members who ultimately confirm (or not confirm) the Call by their vote.
The Transition Team and the Call Committee met together on November 24th to discuss the Vision,
answer questions and otherwise provide the Call Committee with as much information as possible emerging
from the process to date. They elected Tom Elsen to be the Call Committee Chairman. Steve Weatherly is a
trained call committee coach and has been helping them to get started, and to focus them on the immediate tasks
before them. They need to organize the information they’ve already received and decide how they plan to work
the selection process.
PRAYER: Please give thanks to God for what He has done among us to this point. Morningside
Lutheran Church embodies a richness of the Spirit that will serve the congregation in our witness to Christ and
in blessing our local community. Please also pray for the Call Committee and their work. They will be kept
very busy for the next few months. Pray they will have energy, clarity of mind and spiritual discernment.
ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30)
Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (12/10, 12/17)
Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26)
7:00-9:00 p.m. (12/5, 12/19, 12/26)
Mall Walking, Southern Hills Mall.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:00 a.m.
A great activity for regular exercise and fellowship.
Meet in the cafe court.

W.I.G.S. Luncheon, Gym.
Wednesday, December 11th at 11:30 a.m.
Christmas Smorgasbord and Singing.
A prize will go to whoever is wearing
the ugliest Christmas sweater!
Call Leila Agee, 276.1072 or
Coleen Loffswold, 276.5633
for reservations.
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by the numbers
Worship Attendance: KidZone:
Week of...
November 3		727		135
November 10		673		151
November 17		619		145
November 24		718		141
Budget

YTD 11/30/18

Revenue
Less Exp.

$1,032,433
($1,096,496)

Net

($64,063)

YTD 11/30/19
$1,029,097*
($1,100,781)
($71,684)

*Included in the revenue is ytd online
contributions of $127,473.
Now, our God, we give thanks, and praise your
glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my
people, that we should be able to give as generously as
this? Everything comes from you, and we have given
you only what comes from your hand."
			1 Chronicles 29:13-14
CROP WALK: Thank you to all who supported
the 2019 Crop Hunger Walk! Your hard work and
commitment helped our neighbors in Sioux City and
around the globe. Because of you, fewer children
will go to bed hungry tonight and more people will
have clean water tomorrow. Top givers this year go to
Grace Methodist at $5334, Morningside Lutheran at
$5216, and First Methodist with 47 walkers. The #1
individual donation getter was Fran Cole with $4750
and in the top 20 was Erik Loe. Great job! Make sure
to mark your calendars for Crop Walk 2020 on
Sunday, October 18th.
THANK YOU: Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Morningside Lutheran Preschool is so appreciative of
the generosity of the Morningside Lutheran church
family. Your donations will help to fund a scholarship
fund for those that need assistance with preschool
tuition and to purchase supplies that are not covered
in our budget. We are blessed to be a part of such a
caring, giving community.

YEAR END GIVING: As the year end approaches,
so does your window for making donations that can be
deducted on your 2019 taxes. Ways to give a year end
contribution are by giving online at
http://morningsidelutheran.com/give or an envelope
with cash or check. Should you decide to write a
check, it must be delivered or mailed (and postmarked) on or by December 31, 2019. Checks written
in December 2019 and placed in the church offering
during 2020 worship service or postmarked 2020 will
not qualify as a 2019 charitable deduction. As always,
thank you for your generosity.
THANK YOU: The Social Concerns Team would
like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all who donated
to the Thanksgiving Food Drive. This money will be
spent buying food for all who need it. Your generosity
overwhelms us and is so appreciated!! Thank you.

AMAZON SMILE: Do you ever shop on Amazon?
Now you can support MLC by choosing us a
charitable donation in the checkout. 0.5% of the
price of eligible purchases will go back to our church
through AmazonSmile! Start at the following link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0886635. This link is
available on our website under the give tab. Sign into
your Amazon account or set up an account and shop
as normal. Choose Morningside Lutheran Church as
your organization. Receive your packages, all while
giving to your church for no extra money! Helpful
tip! You must always start at AmazonSmile (not
Amazon) to be able to choose a charitable
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organization in the checkout. Happy shopping!

Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
Return Service Requested

MAILING LABEL

Submission deadline for the next issue of
The Visitor is December 27th.
Send articles to
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

CHURCH STAFF:

Tim White ............................................. Interim Senior Pastor
Tom LoVan .................................................. Associate Pastor
Jon Gerdts .................................................. Associate Pastor
Barb Baker ..................................................... Administrator
Charity Koehler ........................... Director of Music Ministries
Charity Peterson .................. Contemporary Music Coordinator
Paul Peterson ................................. Student Ministry Director
Garret Ehlers .............................. Children’s Ministry Director
Ariel Clabaugh ................................Communication Specialist
Judy Kane ........................................ Administrative Assistant
Scott Larson ........................................................... Custodian
Taira Schoonover ................................................. Custodian
Julie Larson ............................................... Preschool Director
Mandy Brodersen ........................................ Preschool Teacher

contact us
Phone: 712.276.2511
Fax: 712.276.5459
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: www.morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

morningsidelutheran.com
facebook.com/morningsidelutheran
Download the app!
Text "MSL APP" to 77977

