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Dear Friends,

It's kind of hard to believe that it's August already. I mean, for those of you with kids like myself, 
summer break has felt like it's gone on for six months. Now as we turn the calendar to August, we look 
to programs restarting in the fall here at Morningside Lutheran. I would be kidding myself if I said we 
all have 100% certainty on how everything will go once we restart children and student ministries, but 
the reality is, we are living in some pretty uncertain times. Acknowledging that we're living in 
uncertain times causes us as followers of Christ to turn our eyes on what we know is certain, the 
promise that God is with us and that with him all things are possible.

Since we have this promise of God being with us and that with him all things are possible, we turn our 
eyes on living out our calling without fear or trepidation. As a community of believers we have the 
distinct calling to “encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may 
be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” At our core as people created in the image of God, we were 
created to be in relationship with God and with one another so that we can be people who encourage 
each other. So how do we do that? Well, as the author of Hebrews continues to instruct us by saying, 
“let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing.”

Every year for the last 14 years around this time, I become 
reminded of the words of Jesus found in Matthew 9:37-38. 
“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field.” As we look to 
restart our children’s and student ministries this year, I am 
asking you to partner with us here at MLC in prayer! Pray 
that the Lord would send out workers to encourage our 
children and students to grow in their love and knowledge 
of the Lord. Maybe as you pray you will hear the Lord say 
to you that you are one of those workers!

Lastly, I know many of you with children and students want to know that your children will be safe 
when attending programs on Sundays and Wednesdays. I want to assure you that we are and will 
continue to put our best effort forward to make sure MLC is a safe and clean environment for children 
and students to grow and learn in. From continual disinfecting and sanitizing, to encourage mask 
wearing, we will do our best to get us a worshiping community back to “normal” this fall. I pray that 
you would consider joining us in this journey.

Peace,
Paul
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9:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Worship at the River
                 (Outdoor Service at the Anderson Dance 
                  Pavilion on Larsen Park Road)
2:00 p.m. Multi-Cultural Service in the Sanctuary

Beginning Sunday, August 23rd -
Please stay tuned as we finalize worship times and a 
schedule moving into the fall.  Information and 
updates will be found at our website, on facebook, 
and verbally announced during services.

We urge you, if for any reason you are not yet feeling 
safe in attending public worship services, please 
shelter at home, and we hope you’ll participate online 
at www.morningsidelutheran.com at 9:00 a.m. or 
11:00 a.m. or by listening on AM 1360 or 
FM 94.9 KSCJ at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday.

worship times & locations

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION:  
Middle School Confirmation Orientation Night is 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 26th outside in the 
parking lot from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  This is for all 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade students and their families.  If 
anyone has any questions, please contact Paul at 
paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com or 
712-276-2511 ext. 12.

Online registration is open on our website for any 
student that will be in confirmation this year.  Visit 
morningsidelutheran.com, click on Student Ministry 
under the Ministries tab, and scroll to the bottom of 
the page to fill out this form.  Please be registered by 
Monday, August 17th.

MORNINGSIDE LUTHERAN WELCOMES AND 
INSTALLS NEW LEAD PASTOR:

Pastor Noah Ruppert will be installed as the new Lead 
Pastor at Morningside Lutheran Church.  Please join 
and celebrate with us on Sunday, August 16th at either 
the 9:00 a.m. traditional service in the Sanctuary or at 
the Anderson Dance Pavilion at the 11:00 a.m. 
contemporary service.  Pastor Mark Vander Tuig 
from LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ) will be officiating the sermon and installation.

Refreshments provided by the Hospitality Team will 
be served after the 9:00 a.m. service and a light lunch 
following the 11:00 a.m. service.

Pastor Noah has been married to his wife Emily for 
10 years and have 2 children, Joel and Hannah. He 
was born and raised in Iowa and most recently served 
as the Discipleship Pastor at Lutheran Church of the 
Cross in Altoona, IA.  

Pastor Noah has a compassion for building up the 
body of Christ in training and equipping God’s people.  
As Noah has shared with the congregation, “The Lord 
is up to something amazing, I have no doubt about it. 
Partner with me and my family as we enter into a new 
era knowing that the Lord comes before you, behind 
you and beside you.”

Come celebrate with us as we welcome and install 
Pastor Noah!



Week of:         Worship Attendance:
July 5   370 Online Views
July 12   863 Online Views
July 19      860 Online Views
July 26   742 Online Views

Budget               YTD 7/31/19          YTD 7/31/20

Revenue      $612,629             $557,666*
Less Exp.            ($726,495)             ($600,332)

Net                 ($113,866)              ($42,666)

*Included is ytd online contributions

by the numbers

PAINTING, PAINTING!:  We need your help! It has 
been 8+ plus years since the downstairs classrooms 
have been painted and they need a fresh coat of paint! 

We are painting 10 classrooms and asking that you 
monetarily give to this project. Please pray about this 
gift and if you feel led to donate just write ‘Classroom 
Painting’ in the memo section of your check or you 
can select this option for your online giving as well.

You probably are asking WHY NOW?  Well, WHY 
NOT!  We feel it is PERFECT timing!

We are ready for some excitement and we are 
EXCITED to welcome the children and youth back 
into the church this fall! When the children and youth 
walk through these doors this fall we want to hear 
them say, ‘WOW’ and ‘Yay, it is so good to be back!’

Please give to this project and be a part of the 
‘WELCOME BACK’ for the children and youth!

If you have any questions, please call the church 
office, 276-2511 and ask for Barb Baker, Church 
Business Administrator.
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VOLUNTEER KICK-OFF:  Join Children's 
Ministry Director, Aleia Nelson, on Sunday, August 
23rd at either 9:00-10:45 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the 
Gym for a Volunteer Kick-Off Day!

It will be a time to get to know your fellow 
volunteers, families, and Aleia a bit more before fall 
begins!  Aleia will share the Grow curriculum and 
church vision for the year, go through safety 
procedures, and have some fun!  The evening option 
will end with eating s'mores over at Grace House, but 
please join us for the option that best fits your 
schedule!

If you have any questions or are interested in 
becoming a youth volunteer this fall, please contact 
Aleia at aleian@morningsidelutheran.com or at 
712-276-2511 ext. 13.



2020 HARVEST FOOD DRIVE:  What a blessing 
to be part of this beloved and loving church family 
during such a tumultuous time.  We pray you are safe 
and well and ask God’s protection on you and your 
loved ones.

We also ask you to prayerfully consider supporting 
this year’s fund drive to support MLC’s Food Pantry 
through our 2020 Harvest Food Drive Sept. 13-27.

While the world has changed overnight, people’s basic 
needs have not.  Our weekly Food Pantry is seeing un-
precedented demand as individuals and families face 
job loss, financial uncertainty, pandemic-driven fears 
and stress.  Thankfully, for hundreds of families in our 
community, our Food Pantry is helping meet a core 
need, providing items such as fresh produce, canned 
and boxed goods, dairy, meat and eggs.

With growing demand, however, comes a growing 
need for financial support from our members and 
community. So we’re coming to you to ask for help in 
serving our hungry brothers and sisters.  We are God’s 
hands and feet … especially during this time of crisis. 
We welcome your ongoing prayers of this important 
mission, as well as your financial support.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
We invite you to help with this worthy cause of 
feeding your hungry neighbors.  Please drop off or 
mail your gift to church during our 2020 Harvest 
Food Drive between September 13-27, or at any time 
throughout the year. Checks should be made payable 
to Morningside Lutheran Church with MLC FOOD 
PANTRY on memo line.

Working alongside of you in His Service,
MLC's Social Concerns Committee

BAPTISMS ~

Braylee Rae Emmons, daughter of Austen Emmons 
& Abigail Gottsche, Evynn Rey Maxwell, daughter 
of Vernon & Jessi (Sexton) Maxwell, and Axel Lee 
Burger, son of Andrew Burger & Kayla Vlahoulis 
were brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism. 

We pray God will richly bless them and guide them in 
the years ahead as they grow in their Christian faith.

SYMPATHY ~

We extend our sympathy to Terry & Mary Lou Burns 
& Kami Claeys & family on the loss of Lon Claeys, 
Steve and Ann Scholl on the loss of Ann’s father, 
Frank Moss & family on the loss of Darlene Moss, 
and Jacky Ross & family on the loss of Clayton Ross.

We pray God will bring comfort to all who mourn and 
fill them with a blessed hope in Eternal Life for all 
who believe.

our church family

SMALL GROUP LEADERS:  Student Ministry 
small group leaders are needed for the upcoming 
school year.  This is such a vital way to give back your 
time to the church as it is part of the foundation that 
helps our youth grow in their faith.  We are looking 
for 2 male leaders for middle school groups. If you 
are willing to be a substitute (male or female) that will 
work too! Contact Paul Peterson if you are interested!

Children's Ministry is also looking for people willing 
to lead a small group with our younger kids this school 
year.  If you would interested in helping our youngest 
generation of believers, please contact Aleia Nelson!
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The following are those who are on the caring and 
sharing list for August.  You will be contacted if you 
are needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

Deb Boetger
Alisha Elder
Paulette Fletcher
Shirley Frank
Karen Hageman
Carol Hansen
Janet Hinkel
Karen Houpt
Kris Jorgensen
Shelly Kitrell
Linda Krei
Michelle Lang
Sue Lieber
Sara Loe
Patti Marshall
Joyce Martensen
Julie Miller

Wendy Miller
Gloria Monkelien
Pam Mostek
Teresa Peters
Kimberly Rathman
Sara Redler
Lisa Sargent
Patty Stein
Judy Stier
Connie Stiles
Brenda Strohman
Donna Swan
Joan Tozier
Kate Vanderloo
Penny Walker
Cathy Washburn
Judy Weatherly

CARING AND SHARING

ELDERVERSITY/ ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
Here are a few options to participate in with the
Elderversity and Active Young at Heart groups.
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Pickle Ball will be offered  Monday, Tuesday, and 
     Friday mornings from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  Beginning 
     Sept. 1st, time will be moved to 8:30-10:30 a.m.   
     All are welcome to participate.
Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, September 2 at 9:30 a.m.
Litter Clean-Up, MLC.
     Friday, August 28 at 8:00 a.m.  One of our service 
     projects for the church.

LUTHERAN MEN AND WOMEN:  Thank you 
to all of the Lutheran Men (and Women) who have 
renewed their memberships in the Lutheran Mission 
Fund Drive. We have not yet reached our goal of 
Buck-a-Month or C-100 Committee memberships, but 
there is still time to achieve them.

There are forms and envelopes in the foyer for you 
to use. Please feel free to use them anytime and leave 
them in Sunday's collection plate.  Let us be Disciples 
for the Lord.  Thanks again for your support.
~ Lutheran Men Committee

OPEN DELEGATE POSITIONS:  Are you 
interested in representing Morningside Lutheran 
Church and becoming an active part of our church 
community?  There are two open delegate positions on 
the CCVA (Church Council of Vision and 
Administration) for the upcoming fiscal year 2021.  
There is one open position for a LCMC Delegate and 
one open position as an Okoboji Camp Delegate.

If interested in either position or want more 
information, please contact one of the following 
Leadership Development Team Members:

Jerrie Hanson, Steve Weatherly, Terry Krei, 
Linda Urick, Peg Reinking, Joan Hansen

FACEBOOK LIVE:  You can still find the staff live 
at our Facebook Page (Morningside Lutheran Church) 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon!  Watch 
anytime and hear from our Pastors about what is 
happening in their lives and at MLC!

Our FB page is public, so you do not need to have an 
account to view us live or on demand.  Please let us 
know if you need help viewing!
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OFFERING:  To give your regular offering to support 
the ongoing mission of Morningside Lutheran Church, 
please do so online at 
morningsidelutheran.com/give, send a donation by 
mail, or drop it off at the church.  Help us continue to 
do ministry by giving as you normally would.

Dave and I want to thank Pastors Tom, Tim, and Jon 
and many friends who came and visited me at the 
hospital. We really appreciate all your prayers and 
thoughtfulness. 
~ Dave and Judy Stier

I would like to thank everyone for your prayers, phone 
calls and text messages while I was in the hospital and 
since recuperating at home. Our MLC family is so 
loving and caring! A special thank you to Pastors Tom, 
Jon, and Paul for the calls and bringing both Shari and 
I communion. 
~ Dan Bernholtz

We would like to thank the donor who gave us a Sears 
Kenmore Sewing Machine a few weeks ago but we 
need the foot control cord to be able to use it. 
~ Morning Glories

thank you's

AUGUST SERMON SERIES:  Not only is 
Morningside Lutheran Church going through staff 
transitions that will shape the future, but the Church 
universal, along with the world, is entering a new 
era, leaving an era of what was normal to us before a 
pandemic. God's people experienced this many times. 
They left slavery and entered a new land, they went 
into exile and were scattered indefinitely, and when 
Jesus came, the world was flipped upside down. 

One thing that always happened before entering a new 
era? Prayer. We must pray beginning and ending with 
God, using His words, remembering how Jesus taught 
us and we must pray for what matters most. Let's join 
in prayer as we enter A New Era together!

AMAZON SMILE:  AmazonSmile customers can 
now support Morningside Lutheran Church in the 
Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile 
phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on 
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1) Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device.
2) Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping 
app and tap into 'Settings'.
3) Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen
instructions to complete the process.

VBS:  Please visit our Facebook page or website to 
view our VBS videos this summer! The theme was 
Mission Deep Blue and our youth became S.E.A. 
Agents!  We danced along to a theme song, learned a 
bit of sign language, and explored how great Jesus can 
truly be!
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