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THE

Easter and Beyond!
Hello, Morningside!

Over the Lenten season we heard 
powerful stories of  transformation 
and how God continues to work in the 
lives of  His church. It was great to see 
so many of  us come together to 
celebrate during Holy Week and 
Easter this year! The resurrection of  
Jesus changed everything. The Power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is the 
same Power that is at work in each one 
of  us today. We have been sent out 
together as a team for His Kingdom.
 Join us in the following month us we
 unpack our role on this team.

As we look beyond the Easter season, I also want to take this opportunity to share with you that Judy Kane, our 
Administrative Assistant, will be retiring at the end of  May 2021. Judy has dedicated almost 20 years of  her life 
serving the ministry of  MLC. Her dedication, faithfulness, administrative skills, membership knowledge, humor 
and kind heart will be greatly missed by so many. Here is a note from Judy:

 After 19+ years serving at Morningside Lutheran, I will be retiring at the end of  May.    
 It has been a privilege to serve for so many years and I am grateful I had the opportunity  
	 to	work	with	many	of 	you	on	different	occasions.		It	will	be	hard	to	leave,	but	it	is	time	
 for me to explore other areas of  interest that I have put aside. 

	 Morningside	Lutheran	has	a	strong	foundation	and	I	pray	this	congregation	will	
	 “Embrace”	all	that	is	to	come.		God	has	great	plans!

 We wish Judy the best in this next season of  her life. Moving forward, the 
 Church Council of  Vision and Administration will spend the next couple 
	 of 	weeks	refining	the	job	description	to	publish	this	open	position.	Please	
	 be	in	prayer	for	the	next	steps	in	finding	the	best	person	for	this	position.	
 We trust that the Lord is already at work in doing so!

           God bless!
           Noah Ruppert
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NURSERY:
Children are always welcome at services, however, the 
nursery (located down the hall from the Sanctuary) is 
available during the 9:30 and 11:00 services and we 
have a great group of  girls that would love to hang out 
with	your	kiddos	while	you	enjoy	worship!

We encourage children older than preschool age to 
participate in Sunday School at 9:30am downstairs 
with our Children's Ministry!

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY:
If  you are attending in-person services, you have the 
opportunity to visit the Chapel after worship and 
participate in prayer.  It's a great community 
opportunity to pray and lift up those around us and 
to share your own prayers for the group.  This will be 
available following each morning service on Sundays.

NEW MEMBER EXPLORATION:
Thinking	about	joining	MLC?	Maybe	you	are	new	or	
maybe	you've	been	coming	for	years	and	just	never	felt	
the	urge	to	join.	Wherever	you	are	at,	we	appreciate	
you and embrace you as you are!

Join us on Sunday, April 18 and Sunday, April 25 
from 9:00-10:30a in the Kitchen Lounge for a fun and 
informative experience to learn more about MLC and 
expectations of  membership.

New members will be recieved on Sunday, May 2. 
Email mlc@morningsidelutheran.com if  you are 
interested! Childcare provided as needed.

NEW SERMON SERIES - 
JOINING THE TEAM:
Any sports team or competitive group is made of  
individuals who understand their role, the rules, their 
opponents and the end goal. As a faith community, it 
is important that we function as a team, understand-
ing that we each play a role of  equal importance, we 
understand the rules God has laid out for us, we know 
the strategies of  the opponent and we understand the 
purpose of  what we're doing. I hope you understand 
how much you are needed on this team; a team that 
can change the culture of  a community.

Join us each Sunday at 8:00, 9:30, or 11:00a to 
participate in this series with us!

GUIDING STAR WORKSHOP:
We will be hosting a workshop to help teach young 
girls (3rd-5th grade only) about their bodies and how 
God made them!   There will be a parent Q&A snack 
night Friday, April 16 at 7:00p with the class itself  for 
the girls the following day, Saturday, April 17 
beginning at 9:00a.   We are asking you pay $50 for the 
total experience as well as bring a sack lunch for the 
girls on the 17. We have a limited number of  spots so 
register ASAP!

You	can	register	by	visiting	guidingstarproject.com/
cycle-show. If  you have any other questions please feel 
free to contact Aleia!
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PROPERTY CLEAN-UP:
The property team needs your help on Saturday, 
April 24 beginning at 8:30a! Please bring your 
garden	tools	and	join	us	for	an	hour	or	two	of 	
trimming	bushes,	weeding	in	the	flower	gardens	and	
enjoying	the	great	outdoors.

It	will	be	fun	to	see	everyone	and	a	great	way	to	enjoy	
the outdoors while social distancing. A great morning 
for the whole family!

MOTORCYCLE AND RIDER BLESSING:
The 4th Annual Biker Blessing is scheduled to be 
held Saturday, May 8 at 9a beginning with a delicious 
breakfast in the Gym at MLC. A special blessing for 
the rider and the bike will immediately follow outside 
by the gym door.

Morningside Lutheran continues to partner with Kay 
Anderson	in	efforts	to	raise	bike	and	rider	safety	and	
awareness. Kay lost her son Jeremy a few years ago 
in a bike accident. The Anderson family in honor of  
their son will again be giving away scholarships for the 
Western Iowa Tech. motorcycle class. All motorcyclists 
are welcome!

SAFEPLACE DONATIONS:
In April, we want to celebrate the organization 
SafePlace, an organization that provides safety, 
advocacy, and support for adults and children who 
have experienced domestic violence.

We will have a drive set up in the foyer on April 11, 18, 
& 25 for you to bring items.  We are asking for 
donations of  diapers (size 5 & 6), wipes, and diaper 
rash cream for babies.  Donations geared toward 
women include towels, wash clothes, socks, underwear, 
combs, shampoo, and body wash.  Monetary donations 
are also welcome.

WEDDING COORDINATOR:
There is a need for an additional help serving as a 
wedding coordinator, which is a paid position. Main 
duties of  the wedding coordinator are to meet with the 
bride/groom to go over wedding details, give 
instructions and assist the pastor during rehearsals, and 
supervise on the day of  the wedding. If  you would be 
interested in helping coordinate weddings at 
Morningside Lutheran Church or have questions, 
please	contact	the	church	office.

THANK YOU:
Thanks to Morningside Lutheran Church for all the 
cards, phone calls, and prayer during my recovery. I 
feel so blessed to be a part of  the MLC family.
   In God's Love, Sandy Sabel
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YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30a
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00p
     Fridays 8:30-10:30a
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, May 5 at 9:30a
WIGS Program with Carry-Out Lunch, Sanctuary.
     Friday, April 16 at 11:30a
     Janice Schnaible will present a program on her 
     published poems, "Poems From The Heart".
     Cost is $5:00.  For reservations contact Leila Agee 
					at	276-1072	or	Coleen	Loffswold	at	276-5633.
National Earth Day at War Eagle Park.
     Saturday, April 24 at 2:00-4:00p
     We will meet at the bottom of  the park and work
     our way up picking up litter along the way.  At the 
     top of  the park will be a fun time to take pictures 
     and close out the event with a smudging and prayer 
     song.  This is a family event, open to all. Snacks, 
     water and litter bags provided.  Sign up at the 
     church between services on April 11 and 18 or 
     you can call Frank Moss at 276-0165 or Randy 
     Hansen at 212-1575. 5

Budget               YTD 3/31/20          YTD 3/31/21

    Revenue          $247,951                 $265,199
    Less Exp.             $(243,305)               $(272,961)

    Net                          $4,646                   $(7,762)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious 
name. "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be	able	to	give	as	generously	as	this?	Everything	comes	from	
you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 
1 Chronicles 29:13-14 ~Finance Team~

by the numbers

BAPTISMS:

Samuel Dean Byers, son of  Jason & Bracy 
(Brown) Byers was brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism. We pray God will bless and guide him in 
the years ahead as he grows in his Christian faith.

SYMPATHY:

We extend our sympathy to Scott & Julie Larson, 
Jeff	&	Coleen	Loffswold,	and	Corey	&	Kristen	
Loffswold	&	families	on	the	loss	of 	Louise 
Larson, to Terry & Lori Glade & family on the 
loss of  Terry’s mother, and to the families of  
Leona Clark. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of  loss.

If 	you	wish	to	send	condolences	for	Leona	Clark,	they	may	
be	sent	to	Paul	Clark,	108	Liberty	Park,	New	Prague,	
MN	56071.

our church family

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY:
There were 13 people that graduated from FPU this 
year,	led	by	Karl	Pauling.	The	average	family	paid	off	
$3,938 in non-mortgage debt and saved $2,758 during 
the 9 week course.  Members also cut up 26 credit 
cards during the class.

Financial Peace University is a 9 week course that 
teaches God’s ways of  handling money, in a very 
practical, down to Earth way to get people out of  debt 
and build wealth.
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CROP WALK UPDATE:
Due to the pandemic, the 2020 walk was virtual which meant 
participants could walk anytime they chose between October 4th-
18th.	434	participants	laced	up	their	shoes	to	walk	and	help	fight	
hunger.	Together	walkers	from	23	different	churches,	schools	and	
community groups raised $19,617 and collected 1,320 pounds of  
food. The donated food and 25 percent of  the money raised was 
given	to	the	CAAS	to	help	fight	hunger	locally.	The	remainder	of 	
the	funds	raised	was	used	to	help	fight	hunger	around	the	world.

Erik Loe and Fran Cole are MLC's biggest fundraisers!  This 
year’s event is scheduled for October 17, 2021.


