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CONFESSIONS OF AN AMATEUR GARDENER

Galatians 6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.
Jesus uses the analogy of gardening and farming all
throughout his teachings. From the “vine and the
branches” passage in John 15 to the parable of the good
soil in Mark 4, Luke 8, and Matthew 13, Jesus seems
to find some great connections between helping crops
grow and making progress in our spiritual lives. How
fitting, then, that God’s first intention for humans was
to care for his perfect garden (Eden), preparing us to
eventually care for his people.
My mom is a very intentional and successful gardener
so I thought it would naturally pass down to me. After
all, I love watching things grow and enjoy the beautiful flowers of summer and the fruit of the fall harvest.
So, in the spring of our first year in our home, I went
to the store and bought some flower seeds. Because I
knew very little about gardening, I thought it would be
easiest to buy a pre-mix of flower seeds, so I found one
that was simply called “wild flowers”. I spread the seeds
haphazardly through the small garden in front of our
home and waited for the flowers to grow. Things did

start to grow, but since I didn’t know what seeds were
in the packet and had neglected to make neat rows,
the distinction between flowers and weeds was nonexistent. I removed no weeds for fear of accidentally
uprooting a flower. By mid-summer, I was beginning
to wonder if “wild flowers” was actually synonymous
with “weeds”. Paul quickly began to lose faith in my
gardening skills and more and more garden space each
year was surrendered to a more easily identifiable grass
yard. I learned that year that intentionality is important. If you are planting seeds in a garden or in someone’s life, you should know which seeds you’re planting
so that when they grow, you can recognize them and
properly care for them. It turns out, gardening, much
like faith is not simply genetically inherited. It takes
time and intentionality to help things grow. “Do not be
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what
he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the
flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the
Spirit will reap eternal life" (Galatians 6:7-8).
When we bought some land a few years back, I decided it was a great opportunity to reclaim some garden
space and try again. I took great care to clear and till
the land and I was much more intentional this time
about what I planted. I put everything in neat rows
and even put stepping stones between them for ease of
harvest. As the summer went along, I left my plants to
grow. Even though I had put so much time into planning and preparation, every time something popped
up, it was quickly eaten by rabbits, dug up by moles,
or covered with weeds. That year, we had a jungle that
swallowed up my stepping stones and a bumper crop
of cucumbers and sticky burrs. I tried again, tailoring
the garden to vegetation not preferred by rabbits and
building a path between the plants using landscape
fabric covered in rocks. (Continued on page 2)

COMING UP AT MLC

AMATEUR GARDENER

PRESCHOOL OPENINGS
Morningside Lutheran Preschool is now accepting
applications for the 3 year old class and the 4 year old
class for the school year 2018-2019. Contact Angela
Vick for more information or an application by email:
morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com or by
calling 712-276-2511.

(Continued from page 1) This time, for sure, I would be
able to keep down the weeds (without having to daily
pull them). Wouldn’t you know, they grew right through
anyway. After hauling gallons and gallons of water, pulling thousands of weeds by hand, planting and replanting
the types of flowers, trees, and vegetables I wanted to
grow, my back, legs, and arms have been sore, I have
sweated through several shirts, and all my guitar-playing callouses have taken on a dirt-stained quality. I am
learning that gardening just takes so much consistency
and perseverance. You simply can’t avoid getting your
hands dirty. I think it’s the same when we are investing
in someone’s life. It’s fun and easy to invite someone to a
church event and watch it impact their life and then let
it go at that. It is hard and tedious to follow up day after
day and water the seeds that have been planted, reminding people of the love God has for them by the actions
we show and through the words we study together in
scripture. It is painful to consistently pull the weeds of
doubt and sin in a friend’s life (and in our own), reminding them of the perfect plan God has for them and how
we need to get rid of some things to take hold of better
things. Sometimes you just have to get your hands dirty.

CHOIR
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, August 22nd at
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel and will sing Sunday, August
26th. The Siouxland Discovery Chorus will also be
visiting our 8:00 service on August 26th. Choir rehearsals for the new year will begin on September 5th
at 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY MORNING WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Interested in a Bible study for the end of the summer
and beginning of fall? Join the Thursday morning
women’s study as it begins Lauren Chandler’s Steadfast Love series on August 30th. If you wish to order
a study guide for this 7 session study of Psalm 107,
please contact Pam Thorson by email at pamthorson@
hotmail.com or by phone 712-301-9624 preferably by
August 16th.
SOUP KITCHEN
MLC serves at the soup kitchen Thursday, September
6th. We are in need of 2-3 people for prep from 2:003:00 p.m. and 6-7 people for serving from 5:00-7:00
p.m. Sign up at the information desk. Youth accompanied with an adult is welcome. Call Karen at 712-2513087 with any questions.
USHER/GREETER ORIENTATION
Do you remember when you first visited MLC? The
welcome of the greeters and ushers? As we gather for
worship, you can create that warm welcome experience for others! Check out the Ushers and Greeters
Orientation on Sunday, August 26th in the Fireside
Room anytime between 9:00 and 11:00.
NEW STAFF MEMBERS
Taira Schoonover and Scott Larson are MLC’s new
custodians! Welcome to MLC, Taira and Scott!

Despite all my progress and continued efforts, sometimes I have had plants I have cared for that didn’t
produce fruit. One year, hail hit all of my sunflowers
and all but a few were destroyed past the point of no
return. I had blueberry bushes that showed two years of
great promise and then died unexpectedly one summer.
Whether through disease or other incident, there are
countless factors in gardening that are outside my control. In gardening and in discipleship, the most important thing I need to remember is that I don’t make things
grow. Only God can do that. “I planted the seed, Apollos
watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything,
but only God, who makes things grow" (1 Corinthians
3:6-7). I don’t know about you, but that frees me to
invest in people’s lives without fear that my accomplishments or mistakes will lead to someone else’s salvation
or demise. Be intentional and consistent, persevering
even when it’s hard, but trust in God to do his work like
only he can.
~Charity Peterson

HOSPITALIZATIONS
Marie Dicus, Lon Claeys, Arlyne Welch, Bob Green,
Ardie Nixa, Diana Wilson, Joyce Sandvold, Dwayne
Peterson, Janice Blair, Shaylee Morgan

SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Rich & Shirley LeFebvere on the loss of Rich's sister, Margaret King, and
to the families of Leona Wesley. We pray God will
continue to comfort them during this time of loss.

•

We will be having a leaders and parents meeting
on August 19th. Keep an eye on your email and
social media for more details. We will be gathering,
connecting with each other, learning about the
the upcoming rhythm and flow of the year, and
learning more about the vision and what leading in
KidZone means for your family’s faith life.

•

Join us for our Fall Kickoff on August 29th! We will
have a half an hour of programming from 6:307:00 p.m. and then your family can eat together
outside where we will have a delicious meal waiting for you!

•

KidZone’s first day is September 9th. Mark it on
your calendar so you don’t miss out on any of the
fun!

BAPTISMS
Stella Mae Larsen, daughter of Mike & Jenny (Brower) Larsen, came to the Lord in Holy Baptism. We
pray God will richly bless her and guide her in the
years ahead as she grows in her Christian faith.

MUSIC MISSION KIEV CONCERT
On September 10th, MLC will be hosting a concert
with Music Mission Kiev at 7:00 p.m. They will be
here to share a sacred concert of Slavic a cappella,
sacred classics, hymns and spirituals, sung and spoken
prayers, instrumental chamber music, Ukrainian folk
music, and stories, testimonies and pictures of God's
grace. A free will offering will be taken.
Please also consider being a host for this musical
group! If you are willing to open your home for one,
two, or more of these guests, please contact Charity
Koehler. You can email her at charitykoehler@morningsidelutheran.com or call the church office, 2762511 ext. 25.

FALL KICKOFF
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 29th! We
will be kicking off the fall season with Pastor Darrin
speaking at our 6:23 worship service that night. Following the service there will be a barbecue and fellowship for everyone! Our Wednesday night programs for
the student and children ministries as well as choir will
begin that night. Join us for food, fun, and fellowship!

THANK YOU
We would like to share a BELATED, but very heartfelt
thank you to our extremely generous congregation.
Due to the outpouring of love and generosity to fund
our Penny-A-Meal program, we collected a total of
$2570.68. $272 of that total was given by our Sunday
School kids as their Lenten project. These donations
will touch the lives of many needy people in our
church and community family.
~Social Concerns Team

8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION NIGHTS
What: Three magical Friday nights throughout your
8th grade year that will teach you about our faith in
Jesus Christ. We will also eat and play some type of
ridiculous game!
When: Fridays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the church
basement on October 26, 2018, January 25, 2019,
April 26, 2019 and a make up night on July 26, 2019.
Why: As part of our confirmation program, we desire
that all students have a working understanding of The
Ten Commandments, The Apostle’s Creed, and The
Lord’s Prayer. These nights are designed to be concentrated and interactive for our 8th grade students. This
is also a requirement at MLC to complete the Lutheran confirmation program so please make sure to plan
on having your 8th grade student attend these three
nights.
If you have any questions, contact Paul Peterson
at paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com or
712.276.2511 Ext. 12 (Work) or 712.389.0449 (Cell).

CONVOY OF HOPE
Join the Convoy Kindness Crew to help serve thousands of guests of honor who will receive free groceries, haircuts, family portraits, job services, health
services, a kids’ zone, and more. This community
event is on September 15th at Cook Park. If you’d like
to volunteer, please register in the church office or
online at convoy.org/siouxcity.

NEW MEMBERS
Schad & Katy Hollenkamp
-Scarlett & Lola
Rebecca Jensen
Mark Kier & Pathjal Puoch
-Nyary, Kueth, Nyadach, & Khan Ngut
Norma Miller

SUMMER BLAST
We had a great turnout for our first Summer Blast! Here
are a few pictures from the camps. A huge thank you to
our leaders and other volunteers for their help!

ELDERVERSITY &
ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART
September 5: Elderversity Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m.,
Fireside Room
September 11: Clay County Fair, Leave the church at
8:00 a.m.
September 14: AARP Smart Driver Course, 8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m., The Pointe at Sunrise, 36 Eastwood Drive,
$20/course ($15 AARP Members); sign up between
services on September 2 and 9
September 19: Smart Phone for Seniors, 10:00-11:00
a.m., Kitchen Lounge; sign up between services on
September 2 and 9
September 30: Sing-A-Long, 7:30 p.m., Chapel
Pickle Ball, Gym, Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 a.m. and Thursdays 2:00-4:00 p.m.
***Starting September 17, Pickle Ball will add another
game time, Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Elderversity has a trip planned for the Clay County
Fair on September 11. Ticket cost to the fair is $6.00,
payable at the gate. Cost for the trip is $10.00. We will
leave the church at 8:00. Lunch will be on your own
at the fair. Sign up will be on the bulletin board across
from the library.

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY
A new small group Bible study entitled, Life’s Healing
Choices, by Rick Warren, will begin the second week
in September. The day and time will be decided by
group participants and will meet four times. This
study provides freedom from our hurts, hang-ups,
and habits through eight healing choices that offer
true happiness and life transformation. Topics include
admitting needs, getting help, letting go, and cleaning
house. If you are interested in joining the group, call
Dave Nettleton at 712-522-2064 or see Barb in the
church office.

GOD STORIES
A few months ago a guest speaker at MLC, Kent
Groethe, challenged us to compile God stories
from Morningside Lutheran. If you have a God
story you would like to share, please email it to
Alex Knepper at atknep@gmail.com or to Marc
Christofferson at zip51106@gmail.com. Don’t
worry about your writing; we will edit your story
if needed. Let us also know if you would like your
story to be anonymous.
Listening for God
God speaks to each of us in numerous ways. A
recent story from a congregation member:
On Thursday, June 7th, I was pulling into a parking space at the grocery store when I felt, what I
knew was the presence of the Lord with me in my
van. I heard Him say, “Do not worry, everything
will be okay, I am with you.” I then heard, “Someone will give you $500 and that will be a sign to
you that I am with you.”
It was so real, and I just knew that it was the Lord
speaking to me. I was so sure of it that I went into
the store fully expecting someone to hand me
$500. No one in the store gave me $500 and I was
a bit disappointed, because I just knew that it was
the Lord speaking to me.
The next day when I got home from work my husband told me that he had an unexpected visitor.
A man that my husband did not know all that well
and had not seen in ten years showed up at our
door. He had heard that my husband has cancer.
He stayed and chatted for about an hour and
before he left he handed him an envelope. In that
envelope was $500!

MLC BY THE NUMBERS

CARING & SHARING
Following is the list of those who are on the Caring and
Sharing List for September. You will be contacted if
and when you are needed to help provide food.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anderson, Lola
Batien, Susan
Boetger, Deb
Elder, Alisha
Erichsen, Dana
Fletcher, Paulette
Frank, Shirley
Hansen, Carol
Hinkel, Janet
Houpt, Karen
Jorgensen, Kris
Kava, Kristine
Kitrell, Shelly
Krei, Linda
Lang, Michelle
Lieber, Sue
Loe, Sara
Marshall, Patti
Martensen, Joyce
Miller, Julie
Miller, Wendy

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monkelien, Gloria
Mostek, Pam
Newcomb, Laura
Peters, Teresa
Rathman, Kimberly
Redler, Sara
Ruble, Heather
Sargent, Lisa
Schmeckpeper, Sandra
Shorma, Marcie
Stein, Patty
Stier, Judy
Stiles, Connie
Strohman, Brenda
Swan, Donna
Tozier, Joan
Vanderloo, Kate
Walker, Penny
Washburn, Cathy
Weatherly, Judy
Young, Monica

BOOK REVIEW
By Karen Houpt
“Conspiracy of Silence” The Tox
Files—Book 1 by Ronie Kendig
Four years after a tragic mission decimated his team, Cole “Tox” Russell
has been disavowed by the United
States and declared dead. But when a
dormant, centuries-old disease is
unleashed, Tox is lured back into action. Tox recruits
some of his former Special Forces team to work with a
FBI deception expert and a fiery archaeologist to search
the globe for answers and a cure. Even though this is fiction, the storyline takes place in the Middle East and is
quite believable. They research curses in ancient writing
and look into many old secret organizations. Their lives
are constantly at risk. Male readers as well as women will
enjoy this exciting series. (F800)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE / GIVING
$23,990
JULY 1
616
$16,914
JULY 8
593
$13,432
JULY 15
602
$12,280
JULY 22
669
$13,664
JULY 29
569
Budget Mins.
of MLC

YTD as of
07/31/17

YTD as of
07/31/18

REVENUE
LESS EXP.
NET

$645,339
($708,103)
($62,674)

$644,553
($719,421)
($74,868)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your
glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my
people, that we should be able to give as generously
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have
given you only what comes from your hand."
1 Chronicles 29:13-14
~Finance Team~

CARE CORE
Lots of laughter and clapping was heard at Perkins on
July 17th as the Care Core lay ministers and spouses
gathered for a get together in honor of their staff leader, Pastor Paul, as he leaves for another call in Minnesota. Members recalled the wonderful memories that
they’ll always have of their time together in Care Core
with Pastor Paul as they shared funny and more serious
times with him. They ended with singing the Care Core
theme song called “Make Me A Servant, Lord”. Thank
you, Pastor Paul, for all that you have done for MLC’s
Care Core ministry. May the Lord bless you and keep
you always in His care.

WOMEN'S EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study will be starting soon! Sick to death
of anxiety? Sick to death of worrying about everything
under the sun? When it comes to anxiety, we can pray
or be prey.
Join us starting September 5th at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room for Beth Moore’s 4 week action study and
application for casting, trusting, and living the truth of
God’s Word for you!
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