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 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth 
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righ-
teousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection 
and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:4b-14)
 Have you ever read a saying on a shirt and wondered, “What does that even 
mean?” I will admit, I   probably think about things too deeply and probably read in 
messages far beyond the author’s original intent, but I can’t help but wonder some-
times what would happen if we took the things we say or broadcast on our clothing 
to their logical conclusion. “Be your own boss,” “Girl Power,” “Dog Mom,” “Only 
Good Vibes,” “I Hate Running,” “Coffee First,” “All I Need is Wine and Jesus.”
 As I was perusing through the girl’s clothing section in search of some 
summer clothes for Emily, one example especially stood out to me. The most 
common phrase I found on shirts for small girls was, “Follow your dreams.” Seems 
harmless enough, right? Being the over-thinker I am, however, I wondered what kind of message that sends to 
kids, and to adults, for that matter. What does following your dreams look like and is it a worthwhile goal for us 
as Christians? 
 I know when I was a kid, my dream was to be a veterinarian, not for any of the noble reasons like 
helping people and animals or learning complex life-saving surgery techniques. I figured that if I was a 
veterinarian, I could have as many pets as I wanted and I could take care of the medical needs myself, so it 
wouldn’t be too cost prohibitive. I could make plenty of money to enjoy all the things I wanted. 
 In contrast, I will never forget the tearful conversation I had with my best friend when her daughter 
(only child at the time) was about 4 years old. When asked what she wanted to be when she grew up, she would 
consistently answer, “A martyr.” While martyr is really best understood as “witness,” the historical context of 
the word does not show shining results for worldly success and personal safety. As a parent, I can think of no 
greater pain than the that of losing a child, even for a noble cause, but somehow there was something more than 
pain in the tears of my friend and me. I think there was also a tearful resignation to the fact that this little girl 
understood the calling of Christians more truly and purely than we did at 20+ years of claiming to follow Christ. 
(It’s no wonder their family now lives as missionaries in Thailand, sharing the love of Jesus and caring for      
disabled and orphaned children and their children all follow willingly.)
 I think Paul, the author of much of the New Testament would have applauded that 4-year old. She some-
how understood what many of us miss, especially at such a young age. Even Paul himself missed it until he was 
truly encountered by Jesus. Paul was a Jew among Jews and proud of it. He was a master in knowledge of the 
law and passionate about it. ...Continued on page 7
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fall kickoff

Kidzone:
KidZone will officially kick-off on Sunday, 
September 8th! You can save yourself the hassle and 
get signed up for the new year online at 
morningsidelutheran.com. We are looking for a parent 
or group of parents to lead our Kindergarten class this 
upcoming year.  These classes are not possible 
without your support. You can contact Garret at 
childrensministry@morningsidelutheran.com if you 
have any questions or would like more info. We are 
also in need of a main leader for our K-2 group at 
KidZone After Hours.  KidZone After Hours is 
6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday nights during the 

school year.  Both are wonderful 
opportunities to serve Christ and 
grow in knowledge of Him.

We are so ecstatic about the new year and how God will meet our individuals and 
families, so we thought to ourselves "LET'S CELEBRATE!" and that's exactly what we're 
going to do!  It would NOT be a party without the people that make MLC feel like 
home, so here's everything you need to know to kickoff Fall Programming with us!

When : Wednesday, September 4th
Time : 5:30 p.m. - 'til the party ends!

(Food will be served between 5:30-6:30 p.m.)
Where: Morningside Lutheran Church

What: Food, Fellowship, Games, Inflatables, and More!

What does the party consist of? A great meal, a casual service, and a lot of fun!
Read more about our ministries below and join us this year!

Calling all singers!  
September 4th is the official kickoff for our choir 
year.  If you love music and want to be part of the 
music ministry of MLC the choir is a wonderful way 
to achieve that.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 
7:00 p.m. in the chapel.  We would love to have new 
voices join in singing with the choir.  You do not need 
to have special training and we are always excited to 
have another voice to join in our songs of worship.  If 
you can’t make it on September 4th please feel free 
to stop in any week and join in on rehearsal.  If you 
have questions please feel free to contact Charity 
Koehler at charitykoehler@morningsidelutheran.com

Middle School Ministry:
Our Confirmation ministry takes place during grades 
6-8. This ministry meets on Wednesday nights during 
the school year 6:30-8:00. Nights start in the 
sanctuary with large group teaching and then students 
move into small groups in the basement of the church 
from 7:00-8:00. Our middle school students enjoy 
opportunities to attend Okoboji Lutheran Bible 
Camp three times throughout each year of middle 
school and also have many opportunities to serve in 
the church.

High School Ministry:
Our high school ministry (PowerLine) 
meets on Wednesday nights throughout 
the school year from 6:30-8:00. Nights 
start in the sanctuary with large group 
teaching and then students move across 
the parking lot to Grace House for a time 
of fellowship and small groups. High 
school students have the opportunity to 
attend Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp in the fall for a 
weekend retreat and then have a mission trip 
opportunity every summer. We currently serve in 
Haiti and Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 



Confirmation info night:
Confirmation registration and information night 
August 14th, 2019.  We will be having a required 
meeting for all incoming 6th grade students and 
parents on Wednesday, August 14th at 6:20 in the 
sanctuary. During this time we will have a taste 
of what a normal Wednesday night will be like, as 
well as, go over expectations for students in our 
confirmation program, small groups, and worship 
attendance. Paul needs all incoming families to fill 
out a registration form which can done in advance 
by going to the church website, 
www.morningsidelutheran.com and clicking on the 
students tab at the top of the page. 

Small Group Leaders and
House Parents needed:
The middle school confirmation ministry is in need 
of adults to help lead a new group of students this 
year on Wednesday nights for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The need is for 2 adults per small group with a 
possibility of two girls groups and one boys group. 
Are you looking for a way to step out in faith and 
make a difference in the lives of teenagers? This 
is your opportunity. Contact Paul Peterson today! 
Also, we are in need of six adults to help with our 
new high school ministry location in one of the 
church owned houses on our property. The idea is 
this: 2 adults helping Paul and Charity one 
Wednesday night a month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Sound interesting? Want to get coffee and talk more 
about it? Contact Paul and he will tell you more 
about this awesome opportunity!
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Children’s Choir:
If you have a child(ren) in grades K-5 who enjoy 
singing please keep your eyes open for the children’s 
choir singing opportunities that will start later this 
fall.  Charity Koehler is planning to have a special 
children’s choir for Christmas and also a couple other 
times after the new year.  The first singing date will 
be December 22nd.  Rehearsals will begin on Sun-
days in October.  Rehearsals will be from 10:40 to 
11:00 between services.

grace house:
Recently, MLC had one of the church owned rental 
houses become available.  An idea was brought 
forward to use this house as a ministry house.  
After much discussion with the church council, 
property team, and staff concensus was to move 
ahead.  With the leadership of the property team, 
some interior renovation is currently taking place 
and painting has begun.  The possibilities are great 
and we invite you to join us in prayer for how this 
"grace house" could be a blessing to people in our 
congregation.

Join us at the Fall Kickoff on Wednesday, 
September 4th and get a tour of Grace House 
anytime between 7:00-8:00 p.m.!
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There is no point in going to church, if…
 If you are going to church to sing a few songs and hear an uplifting message, you can do that from 
home.  Search YouTube for uplifting messages and songs and you’ll find great sermons and amazing music.

Church is always about relationships.  God loves relationships.  A 
relationship with Him, and relationships with each other.  And, you 
can’t do that at home.  You have to join a community of believers to 
establish and build those relationships.  We need people to help us 
celebrate and help us grieve.  We need people to pray for and people 
to pray with.  We can’t do those by ourselves (sometimes, we think we 
can).  The people who are struggling with overwhelming health 
problems can lean into their church community.  When you are 
struggling with a child with an addiction problem, you can lean into 
the church community.  When you want to share the wonderful news 

of a new child or grandchild, the church community is as excited about the news as you are.  When you want to 
share a story about how God has blessed you, the church community is excited to listen.
 If you only show up on Sunday to attend a worship service, it is hard to build the community.  You are 
little more than a visitor, missing out on some of the very best that congregational life has to offer – community, 
fellowship, relationships, with life-on-life interaction.   I have heard discussions about whether Lutherans, 
specifically Morningside Lutheran members have it in their DNA to be part of a small group/community.  My 
first reaction is to agree, “Yeah, we don’t do small groups very well.”  But, as I talk to members, I am stunned 
with the small groups we have established over the years.  
 We don’t have to go far back to recall the numerous small groups that worked on “The Story,” or the 
many Alpha groups, or the Purpose-Driven Life Groups, or the neighborhood groups.  Small groups are in our 
DNA, after all, we are children of God.   We have some amazing bible study groups that have been meeting for 
years.  We have groups that play cards, we have groups that eat together on a regular basis, we have groups and 
more groups.
 Our challenge (your challenge) is to get connected to the community beyond regular worship attendance.  
Start a small group, join a small group, have coffee with somebody you can talk about God with.  Reach out.  
Receive others.  Be a blessing, receive a blessing.  If you are new, or if you want help getting connected, call 
the Church at 712-276-2511 and leave a message for Marc.  He will get back to you and help you connect.   It is 
what God had in mind for us!

sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to the family of William 

"Bill" Jacobsen.  We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of loss.

Weddings:
Karyl Riordan and William Schoonover were 

joined in marriage on August 3, 2019.  We pray 
this couple will be blessed during their lives 

together. 

Hospitalizations:
Jacky Ross, Boun Vivan, Joyce Sandvold, 

Lon Claeys, Maxine Grubel
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Tanzania - Coming and Going:
COMING – The New Life Band, who we invited here 25 
years ago, is coming back to Siouxland and MLC!  They 
will be in our area October 17 – November 8. Their pres-
ence here will be accompanied by some needs.  There are 9 
band members and we will need to provide food, housing, 
and transportation for them while they are here.  Pastor Jon 
also needs help in arranging their engagements (churches, 
schools, colleges, community events, etc.).  If you could, or 
would, like to help in any of these areas, please sign up at 
the Welcome Table in the Narthex or contact Pastor Jon.

GOING – We are also arranging a trip to our STEMM 
Village in Mbuguni, Tanzania to help with the Morningside 
Chapel building project there, as well as doing some 
outreach in the community, interacting with STEMM staff 
and children, and doing some 
sight-seeing!  The dates are 
either the first two weeks of 
October or the last two weeks 
of November.  If interested, 
sign up at the Welcome Table 
or give Pastor Jon a call at 
608-345-4770. 

ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART / elderversity:
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Monday 7:00-9:00 p.m. (8/12, 8/19, 8/26)
 Tuesday 8:00-10:00 a.m. (8/13, 8/20, 8/27, 9/3)
 Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m. (8/15, 8/22, 8/29, 9/5)
• Cooking with Pastor Tom - Thursday, August 22nd.
 Learn some fun, new Asian inspired recipes with Pastor Tom leading.  Limited to 30 and cost is $5.   
 Sign up on Sunday, August 11 or 18.
• Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room. Wednesday, September 4 at 9:30 a.m.
• ISU Extension Outreach--Independent Living, Fridays, 10:00-11:00 a.m.
 9/6--Cooking for 1 or 2 people
 9/13--Brain Food
 9/27-- Power Up with Protein
 10/4--Exercise Your Independence
• Morningside College Football Tailgate, Saturday, September, 14, 11:00am to 1:00pm.
 We will have a pregame tailgate and attend the game.  This event is for individuals and families alike.   
 Food (hamburgers, hotdogs, chips & water) and game ticket will be $10-$12 per person.  Come out and  
 enjoy the day and support the Mustangs.
• Pickleball 101:  Thursday, 9/19, 7:00-9:00 pm, Gym.
 Adults of all ages are welcome to come learn the fastest growing participation sport in America.         
 Pickleball is a fun, low-impact activity that we are sure you will enjoy.  We have the paddles and       
 pickleballs, so just show up.  We will go over the basic rules and concepts and then let you jump right in  
 and start playing.  Bring a friend!
• Everyone is welcome to join us the last Friday of each month at 9:00 a.m. for church property clean up.

CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list 
for September.  You will be contacted if and 
when you are needed to help provide food.  

Thank you!

• Anderson, Lola
• Batien, Susan
• Boetger, Deb
• Elder, Alisha
• Erichsen, Dana
• Fletcher, Paulette
• Frank, Shirley
• Hageman, Karen
• Hansen, Carol
• Henshaw, Sherry
• Hinkel, Janet
• Houpt, Karen
• James, Julie
• Jorgensen, Kris
• Kava, Kris
• Kitrell, Shelly
• Krei, Linda
• Lang, Michelle
• Lieber, Sue
• Loe, Sara
• Marshall, Patti
• Martensen, Joyce
• Miller, Julie

• Miller, Wendy
• Monkelien, Gloria
• Mostek, Pam
• Newcomb, Laura
• Peters, Teresa
• Rathman, Kimberly
• Redler, Sara
• Ruble, Heather
• Sargent, Lisa
• Schultz, Kathy
• Shorma, Marcie
• Stein, Patty
• Stier, Judy
• Stiles, Connie
• Strohman, Brenda
• Swan, Donna
• Tozier, Joan
• Vanderloo, Kate
• Walker, Penny
• Washburn, Cathy
• Weatherly, Judy
• Young, Monica
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By the Numbers:
Worship Attendance:

July 7th                   620
July 14th                  523
July 21st                  490 
July 28th                  492

Budget Ministries:

                  YTD 7/31/18      YTD 7/31/19

Revenue $616,080  $645,204
Less Exp.       ($726,834)       ($721,213)
Net            ($110,754)   ($76,008)
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Thank You:
Thank you for all the prayers when I had my surgery 
in July.  A special thanks to our Sunday morning Bible 
Study and particularly Diane Desy for her support, 
prayers, and visit.  Another special thanks to Pastor 
Tom for his prayers and visits.  I so appreciate the 
prayers and support.  God is good! ~ Nancy Hecht

...Continued from page 1
He had achieved a place in the community of his time 
that was enviable to anyone in his context and he had 
worked hard to get there. After he met Jesus, however, 
all that changed.  
 In Philippians 3 verses 7-8, he goes as far as to 
say, “But whatever were gains to me I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ." Everything he had ever hoped for, dreamed, 
and achieved, he now considers garbage compared 
to  knowing Jesus. Knowing and helping others know 
Christ became his top priority, even unto death, as his 
story goes on to show.

 In the chapter directly before this one in 
Philippians, Paul reminds us again what is truly worthy 
of our attention, this time using the example of Jesus. 
I love the whole beginning of Philippians chapter 2, 
and if you have time you should read it, but for time’s 
sake, lets focus in together on some of the words Paul 
uses in describing what Jesus has done for us: made 
himself nothing, taking the nature of a servant, humbled 
himself, obedient to death, even death on a cross.  That 
is the kind of attitude God raised up as valuable and it 
looks very different from what we would understand 
today as following our dreams. So the mind of Christ 
was: to become nothing, a humble servant and obedient 
even unto death for the Kingdom. That is what we are 
to follow after, making our minds like His. Following 
our own dreams was never the goal and we really knew 
it all along. Sometimes we just get distracted by clever 
t-shirts.   ~ Charity Peterson

Library Update:
The library is reorganizing its 
methods of operation due to low 
library usage.  In a limited count, we 
discovered that less than five books 
a month are being checked out.  The 
library volunteers are concerned 
about whether this limited usage 
warrants the time and expense needed 
to continue as usual.  Due to these 
concerns, effective September 1st, the 
library will no longer be ordering new 
books or accepting donated books, 
which require cataloging, covering, 

and inclusion in the inventory.  All 1,983 items 
currently in the library will still be available for 
your continued use.  They should be checked 
out and returned as usual.  The library 
volunteers will continue to check books in, 
reshelf them, and keep the library functioning.
Thank you!  ~ The Library Volunteers

Altar Guild:
Altar Guild will meet September 26th at 7:00 p.m 
in the Fireside Room.  This group is in need of 
new members to help get ready for communion 
on Sunday.  If you can help, please call Claris 
Hanson at 712-276-2969.  New members are 
welcome at our September meeting!
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