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 Thank You for today.  Thank You that I am alive and breathing. Thank You for my family.  Thank You 
for my health and my family's health. Thank You for food to eat today.  Thank You for my house.  Thank You 
for my car.  Thank You for this free country I live in.  Thank You for my job.  Thank You for my friends. Thank 
You.  This is what I find myself praying many times as I end my day.  Sometimes after a long day I just need to 
force myself to think of how great I have it and just be thankful for everything I have; instead of dwelling on 
insignificant annoyances of my day.
 It is easy to be thankful for the good things and things that make our lives easier and more convenient.  
It is also easy to forget to thank God for these things.  I recently saw a video put out by Forest Hill Church in 
Charlotte, NC titled "Christmas Presents".  I encourage you to go to YouTube and watch it.  It showed a man 
and his family getting up in the morning and going about their daily lives.  The only different thing was that 
everything was gift wrapped.  The people were gift wrapped.  The food was wrapped.  The car, the house, the 
clothes, the light switches, the sink faucet, the briefcase, the food, and the coffee.  Yes!  Thank God for coffee!  
This was such a simple 2 minute video but it had a very clear message.   Be thankful - even for the things you 
don't really consider on a regular basis. Everything we have is a gift.  
 It is not so easy to be thankful for things that are inconvenient or make us sad or give us more work to 
do.   I think of a poem I saw in my home as I was growing up.  It said, "Thank God for dirty dishes, they have a 
tale to tell.  They show we don't grow hungry and are eating very well."  There are many things we can 
substitute for the dirty dishes in this poem.  Even though we don't like having to deal with dirty dishes, they are 
the result of a blessing we have - the fact that we have food to eat. Many of us get bogged down or discouraged 
by the daily grind, the job, the bills, the house cleaning, the running kids here and there, etc...  Instead of letting 
ourselves think negatively with this list of things, try to put the positive spin on it.  Instead of complaining about 
how things are at work be thankful you have a job.  You have a way to make money.  You have a way to pay the 
bills.  Tired of the never ending house cleaning?  Well, you have a house, a roof over your head, and a place to 
be warm and sleep peacefully at night - be thankful.   
 I could go on and on with a list of "dirty dishes" and ways to put a silver lining on them.  It is not easy 
- we are human.  It is something we have to remind ourselves to do.  I try to do this but many days I fail.  Keep 
trying.  Scripture has many verses of encouragement on this.  
 Psalm 118:24  "This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it."  
 Psalm 19:14  "May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing in your sight, 
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer". 

 I Thessalonians 5:16  "Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus."  
 Philippians 4:8  "And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final 
thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and 
pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent 
and worthy of praise."
      -Charity Koehler
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April 10: Join us for our last Wednesday night of worship during Lent at 7:00 p.m.
The soup supper begins at 5:30 p.m. in the Gym.

April 14: Palm Sunday (8:00, 9:30, 11:00, 2:00)

April 18: Maundy Thursday (Noon)
There will be packets with materials to lead a gathering through a meaningful discussion and the elements 

necessary for taking communion together available at the church office starting on Palm Sunday (April 14). 
Feel free to take one of those and make plans to share a meal, some discussion, and a time of communion with a 
group in your home on Thursday, April 18. If you want to participate, but don’t have any connection to a group 

of people at Morningside, please call the church office to find out options for involvement.

April 19: Good Friday (Noon & 7:00)
Good Friday Prayer Vigil - Many times in scriptures we read where Jesus fo-

cused on the power of prayer.  “One of those days, Jesus went out to a mountain-
side to pray, and spent the night praying to God”. Luke 6:12.  In this season and 
the victory we ultimately claim, you are invited to participate in a Prayer Vigil in 
the Sanctuary beginning at 8:00 after the Good Friday service until 8:00 on Satur-
day morning.  There will be on-site security.  The signup for 30 or 60 minute time 

slots can be completed at the information desk or by calling the church office.

April 21: Easter (8:00 at MLC & 10:00 at The Orpheum)
Note that MLC follows security measures that The Orpheum has in place.  Please avoid bringing large bags and 

purses, pocket knives, or other harmful materials into the theater.

We are still looking for greeters/ushers and tear down crew at either of our Easter Sunday services!  Sign up on 
our website under the connect tab or email Ariel at arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

Taste and See!
There is no message more central to our faith than the Easter message. We have the 
amazing opportunity this season of spreading that message in two different venues: 
on our church campus and at the Orpheum Theatre. This year, we want to provide you 
with a tool to do just that. We have an invitation wrapped around a candy bar that we would love 
for you to take and share with those you meet on a daily basis. There is a suggested donation of $1 for 
2 candy bars to cover the cost of materials, but the most important part of all of this to us is that none of our 
friends, neighbors, or colleagues miss the Easter message because they simply weren’t invited. Be looking for 
the candy bar invitations and other ways to help out for Easter at the information desk!
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upcoming at MLC:

Thursday Women’s Bible Study:
Join us May 9 in the Fireside Room from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. as we 
begin a new study, The Faithful:  Heroes from the Old Testament.  
To order the study guide, please contact Pam Thorson by emailing 
pamthorson@hotmail.com or calling/texting 712-301-9624 
preferably no later than April 25. 
Borrowing from best-selling studies by Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, 
Lisa Harper, Kelly Minter, and Jennifer Rothschild, this 5-session 
study explores crucial moments in the lives of five Old Testament 
figures—Esther, Gideon, Malachi, Nehemiah, and Hosea. Through 
their stories, discover how God uses the lives of ordinary people 
for His glory and the good of His people. Strengthen your faith as 
you walk alongside these larger-than-life figures who all chose to obey 
God no matter the circumstances.

New Member Session:
This session will be held on April 27 from 9:00-1:00 in 
the Fireside Room.  An invitation is being extended to 
anyone interested in learning more about Morningside 
Lutheran and its ministries.  A light lunch will be 
provided.  We do ask that you RSVP by contacting the 
church office on or before April 16.  Please let us know if 
you have special needs for this session, such as childcare, 
so that we might better prepare for your participation.  We 
will receive those who wish to become members of 
Morningside Lutheran on Sunday, May 5.

Drop Zone Night:
Join Children and Student Ministries for Drop Zone Night 
on Wednesday, May 8 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m!  The cost is 
$10 per jumper and every jumper must have a waiver form 
signed by a parent or legal guardian.  These forms can be 
signed on the Drop Zone website at dropzoneffc.com.  If 
you already have Drop Zone socks - please bring them!  
We encourage this to be a family event, so please do not 
drop your child(ren) off and leave.  Contact Garret or Paul 
with any questions (276-2511).  See you there!
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Financial Peace Thank You:
On behalf of Nick, Tabitha and me we really want to 
thank you for letting us coordinate the 9 week Financial 
Peace University class on Sunday night’s in the kitchen 
lounge again this year.  It’s a real blessing to help these 
folks and see lives change right in front of us. During 
the 9 week course the 12 graduates paid off $24,900 in 
non-mortgage debt, saved $8,900 and cut up 19 credit 
cards (and those totals are missing 2 graduates final 
numbers).  FPU is a 9 week course that teaches God’s 
ways of handling money, in a very practical, down to 
Earth way to get out of debt and build wealth. Marriage Night:

On Friday, May 17 from 6:15 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. we 
are hosting a Marriage Night and you are invited! 
Whether you are a newly wed or a marriage veteran, 
you know that a happy and healthy marriage takes 
work. It doesn’t happen by accident.  Our partner, 
Right Now Media is launching a live event,  
Marriage Night, as one way for couples to dedicate 
time to focus on what God has for their marriage. 
It’s a one-night streamed event packed with laughter 
and lessons you can apply immediately to your own 
marriage.  Join us for dinner at 6:15 p.m.  Following 
dinner, we’ll be hearing from two great couples—
Francis & Lisa Chan and Les & Leslie Parrott—
followed by standup from comedian Michael Jr.   
Watch your bulletin for more information.  Cost is 
$30 per couple and includes dinner before the event.  
Sign up in the church office.

Summer Programming for 
Children’s Ministry:
• Day Camp/ VBS is set for July 8-11 – Keep an 

eye open for registrations coming towards you 
post Easter! 

• Summer Blast will be June 24-27 and July 22-25. 
We will have 3 or 4 camps each week all in the 
morning and geared towards our favorite 

      elementary aged children. 
• If you’d like to help with either one of these or 

get more info about programming email Garret at 
      childrensministry@morningsidelutheran.com

Biker Breakfast & Blessing:
A biker's blessing will be held 
at MLC on Saturday, May 4.  
Breakfast will be served at 
9:00 a.m. with the blessing 
and a ride to follow around 
10:00 a.m.  Join us!

update on food pantry:
As you know we have grown the Food Pantry by 
almost double.  You gave to this program so gra-
ciously in November and we want to keep you up 
to date on how things are progressing.  At the first 
of the year, we applied to two grants to purchase a 
new Commerical Freezer.  We received word that 
we were awarded both grants.  One grant for $500 
was from SC Ed. Assoc/Iowa Ed Assoc.  The second 
grant for $1000 was from The DQ of Siouxland.  We 
are so grateful to them for considering our program 
and the need that we have.  The money can only be 
used for this purpose.  Please continue to keep the 
Food Pantry and those in need in your prayers.  We 
are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  Thank 
you for your never ending support.
-Social Concerns/Food Pantry
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To Be Reshaped by God’s Hand:
Tim White – Interim Senior Pastor

   Cindy and I are feeling very excited having been among you this past week.  
We’ve been very warmly welcomed, and we have enjoyed beginning the process 
of becoming more personally acquainted with you.   It is evident to us that God’s 
people at Morningside are caring and kind, and that you have a passion for 
serving Christ.  
 I’ll begin this by helping you know a few things about us, and then I’ll 
close with a word about this transition time in the life of your congregation.  
 Cindy grew up in northern Iowa where her dad was a Lutheran 
Brotherhood Insurance Representative.  I grew up in northern Wisconsin where 
my dad was a paper company forester.  We met at Luther College in Decorah, 
Iowa, and were married in 1972.  We have two daughters, Jennifer and Rachel.  
They are both married, and between them we have seven grandchildren.   For 30 
years, up until this past October, we lived in Columbus, Nebraska.  I served at Trinity Lutheran Church, first as 
Associate Pastor, and then for 19 years as Senior Pastor.  There was a three-year stint between in which I 
pastored at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Evansville, Wisconsin.  After our return to Columbus, Cindy served 
on the Trinity Staff a total of 21 years as Director of Music and Fine Arts.   Last October, after we had both 
retired, we moved to Omaha.
 I was enlisted on Active Duty in the Air Force the first several years of our marriage.  We lived for three 
years at Yokota Air Base, Japan, where we volunteered to direct and lead the Protestant Youth Ministry through 
the Base Chapel.  Also during this time God led us both in a profound renewal of the Holy Spirit, and about a 
year prior to our return from overseas, God called me to the ministry of Word and Sacrament.   In addition to 
serving in parish ministry, I served for fifteen years in the Air Force Reserve as a Chaplain, retiring from the Air 
Force in 1999.
 Having “fully retired” only last October, God has led us down a new and unexpected path to 
Morningside and interim pastoral ministry.  
 The interim period between the departure of a church’s pastor and the arrival of the next pastor is a time 
that inherently carries an element of uncertainty.   It can be an anxious time for people worried about the 
future of their church.   But the interim can be understood as a “gift” – the gift of time.  It’s a time for us to pray, 
to give thanks to God in all things, to offer Him our worship, and to recommit ourselves to the work to which 
Christ calls us.  This time in-between can be an important prelude to what God wants to do next.  
 I’m reminded of Jeremiah when the Lord commanded him to go to the potter’s house where the Lord 
would have a message for him.   Jeremiah watched the potter working to shape a pot on his wheel only to see it 
collapse in his hands.  Undeterred, the potter reshaped the clay into another pot.  Then the Lord came to 
Jeremiah with the word, “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does.  Like clay in the hand of 
the potter, so are you in my hand.”  (Jeremiah 18:1-6)

Baptisms:
Briggs Julius Niehus, son of Brian 
& Toni (Stecker) Niehus and Jules 

Abigail Herbold, daughter of Robert 
& Grace (Thorton) Herbold were 

brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism.  
We pray God will richly bless them 
and guide them in the years ahead as 

they grow in their Christian faith.

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Robert & 

Becky Nelson & families on the loss of 
Lois Nelson, to Chuck & Jan Johnson on 

the loss of Chuck’s sister, Anita, to 
Marlan & Mavis Hill on the loss of 

Marlan’s brother and to Wes Andrews and 
Eron Andrews on the loss of their 

daughter & sister, Cindy.  We pray God 
will comfort them during this time of loss.

Hospitilzations:
Gary Grieve

Haley Axthlem
Jim Ewoldt
Lon Claeys
Mavis Hill
Lola Wulf
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CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list for 

May.  You will be contacted if and when you are 
needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Bergmann, Stacy
• Clausen, Gloree
• Clausen, Ivy
• Clausen, Paula
• Cole, Frances
• Corcoran, Holly
• Daane, Tami
• Deitloff, Louise
• Desy, Marjorie
• Friedrichsen, Donna
• Hayes, April
• Hoag, Karen
• Johnson, Ann
• Julius, Betty
• Karrer, Julie
• Kennedy, Dana
• LoVan, Carla
• Luhman, Connie
• Meinen, Gail

• Montagne, Cortnie
• Nelson, Diane
• Niehus, Toni
• O'Brien, Rebecca
• Sabasta, Karen
• Sachs, Christina
• Schnaible, Jan
• Seggerman, Wendy
• Sjovall, Carol
• Smith, Deborah
• Stolpe, Judith
• Swearingen, Sarah
• Walish, Kimberle
• Weigel, Kris
• Weitzel, Patricia
• Westphal, Deborah
• Westphal, Marilyn
• Zieman, Rae Maree
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ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART/elderversity:
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m. (5/6, 5/13, 5/20)
 Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 a.m. (5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28)
 Thursdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. (5/2, 5/9, 5/16, 5/23, 5/30)
• Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.  
 Wednesday, May 1 @ 9:30 a.m.
• Thursday, May 16 Trip!
 Trip to Manning, Iowa, Hausbarn Heritage Park and 
Templeton Rye Whiskey Distillery.  Tour the Distillery from 
9:30-11:00 a.m.  Cost is $10.  Hear the interesting story of 
this quality Whiskey, prohibition and the plan to use the 
original old recipe to distill this in Iowa where it originated.  
Proceed to the Manning, Iowa, Hausbarn Heritage Park to 
tour the 1727 Schleswig-Holstein, Germany Hausbarn, the 
Trinity Lutheran Church built in the early 1900's and moved 
to this site.  Tour an historic home, blacksmith shop and gift 
shop.  We will stop for lunch along the way - Dutch treat.  
Look for additional details coming soon!

Online Giving Pew Cards:
Do you ever feel left out of worship through 
offering because you give online?  Do you feel 
awkward when you don't have money to place 
in the offering plate Sunday morning?  We now 

have online giving pew 
cards available to place 
in the offering plate 
each Sunday.  
Participate in this part 
of the worship service 
just like everyone else!  
Check the cards out to 
find more information 
about online giving or 
contact the office.

Mother's Day Brunch:
Honor you mother on Mother's Day!  Please join us for 
our Mother's Day Brunch in the gym on Sunday, May 
12th any time between 8:45 - 10:45 a.m.

teens encounter christ:
Are you looking for a growth opportunity for your 
teenager?  Consider Teens Encounter Christ, which is 
commonly called TEC.  The next TEC weekend will 
be held at Morningside Lutheran Church April 12-14.  
TEC is an interdenominational weeked for teens in 
high school.  They arrive at 4:30 p.m. Friday afternoon 
and are done by 6:00 p.m. on Sunday evening.  For 
more information, contact Paul Peterson (276-2511).
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LCMC Women's Gathering:
April 27th, 2019 is the LCMC 

Women's Spring Gathering!  This 
year's theme is Back to Basics and 

will include speakers on The 
Gospel, Biblical Literacy, Prayer, 
and Missions. The gathering will 
also include time in small groups 

to discuss and apply each topic. 
Elim Lutheran Church in Randall 
will host be hosting. The confer-

ence will be from 9:00AM-4:00PM 
with registration beginning at 8:15AM. You can 

register online now at www.elimlutheranchurch.com/
register. Registration is free.


