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Almost seven years ago, we began a journey together.  It started as a Call between Pastor and 
Congregation to further God's mission to bring people into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
which results in changing lives and a commitment to follow his example.  It has been the 
greatest privilege of my life to serve you as we have served Jesus together.  But it also became 
something more - it became a family for my family.

My three children have grown up in your midst and you have celebrated the milestones of their 
young lives with me.  We have shared the joy of many weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and 
graduations.  We have also shared tears and held each other through the deep valleys of life and 
death.  There have been countless occasions of repentance and forgiveness that we have 
experienced corporately and personally.  We have laughed at each other and with each other.  
We've tried some things that didn't work, and we've been surprised by God's extravagant mercy.  
To put it simply - we've tried to love God and love each other.

That's what family is all about.

Thank you for loving us through all of the messiness of church life.  Thank you for opening 
your hearts and homes to us.  Thank you for trusting in Jesus and extending that trust to a 
flawed Pastor like me.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, "We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us."
1 Thessalonians 2:8

Keep pressing-on, Morningside Lutheran!  And keep raising 
some heaven out there!

-Pastor Darrin
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Join us on Wednesday nights during Lent for worship.  Wednesday night worship services are at 7:00 p.m. and 
will include a time of singing, prayer, a portrayal, and testimonies.  "Come and See" what God has done!  There 

will be a soup meal provided beginning at 5:30 p.m. each Wednesday.

March 13: "John The Baptist"
March 20: "Fold".  Daniel Ketchelos All-State award winning short film on forgiveness

March 27: "Nicodemus"
April 3: "God's Voice in the Thunder"

April 10: "Psalm Sunday"

Wednesday's Schedule:
5:30-6:30 Soup and Supper

6:30-6:55 Middle School/High School Small Groups
6:30-6:55 Adult Fellowship Time

7:00-7:45 Service
8:00- Choir Practice

Holy Week -
April 14: Palm Sunday

April 18: Maundy Thursday (Noon)
April 19: Good Friday (Noon & 7:00 p.m.)

April 21: Easter (8:00 a.m. at MLC & 10:00 a.m. at The Orpheum)

We would appreciate those who are able to help greet or usher at either of our Easter Sunday services.  Sign up 
on our website under the connect tab or email Ariel at arielc@morningsidelutheran.com
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Easter choir "come and sing":
It is almost Easter again!  I would like to invite singers to join in for this short season.  The choir will be 
working on a song that will be sung at Easter services at MLC and at the Orpheum.  If you would like to be a 
part of the music on Easter, please plan to practice with us.  We will begin on March 13th at 8:00 
following the Lent service.  Practices will be each Wednesday during Lent at 8:00 p.m. and on April 17th at 
6:30 p.m.  We hope you can join us for this special music.

children's ministry:
There will be no Children's Ministry activites during Lent on Wednesday nights.  The kids meet back up on 
April 24th and May 1st.  Contact Garret with any questions at childrensministry@morningsidelutheran.com.
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women's bible study:
The Thursday morning women's group will begin a 7-session 
Bible study, Seamless by Angie Smith, on Thursday, March 
21st in the Fireside Room from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  Please join 
us as we study people, places, and promises of the Bible, tying 
them together into the greater story of Scripture with Angie's 
and our own group leader's guidance.  Discover a Biblical 
context that reshapes and brings to life stories from the Old 
and New Testaments.  To order a study guide, please contact 
Pam Thorson by calling or texting 712-301-9624 or emailing 
pamthorson@hotmail.com.

Voices Unite:
On April 6th Morningside Lutheran Church will be hosting the 5th 
annual Voices Unite event.  The guest clinician for the day will be 
Elaine Hagenberg, a local Iowan composer.  She will be leading the 
group of singers and choirs who attend and participate that day.  If 
you are a singer, please come and participate.  You can register on 
the MLC website or just let Charity Koehler know you plan to come.  
You can email Charity at charitykoehler@morningsidelutheran.com.  
Participants will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Lunch will be provided.  The  
day will end at 4:00 p.m. with a free concert showcasing the mass 
choir singing the pieces of the day and also individual choirs who 
have prepared a solo piece.  If you aren't a singer but love music, 
plan to attend the concert at 4:00 p.m. in the MLC Sanctuary.  Hope 
to see you there!

1st communion:
Our 1st Communion workshop for all 4th graders and any 5th 
graders who haven't gone through it, will be March 21st at 6:00 
p.m.  This will include a teaching and a communion cup painting 
activity for each child.  If you are preparing to go through 1st 
Communion and haven't been baptized, call the office (276-2511) 
and schedule one with Judy.  First Communion and reception will 
be April 7th at the 9:30 a.m. service.

upcoming at MLC:
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Soles4souls:
Shoe Donation in March!  We are sponsoring a shoe 
collection for the charity Soles4Souls from March 1st to 
March 31st.  Soles4Souls creates sustainable jobs and 
provides relief through the distribution of shoes and cloth-
ing to those in need around the world.  Please join us by 
cleaning out your closets and donating your new or gently 
worn shoes!  Contact Dana Kennedy (712-898-2164) or 
Shelly Nash (712-301-8749) for more information.

Friendship Works:
Do you know someone who could use a visit from a 
member of our new visitation ministry group called 
"Friendship Works?"  This person may be a shut in or a 
nursing home resident who is a member of our church 
who is no longer able to attend services, but still wants 
to be connected to his or her church family.  If so, please 
contact Connie Bartels (712-253-7629) or the office.

goodbye celebration:
On Sunday, March 17th, we will be celebrating Pastor Darrin and his time at Morningside Lutheran Church!  
There will be cake and a card box in the Narthex between services and a Farewell Tailgate Party in the gym 
following the 11:00 a.m. service.  Please feel free to wear your favorite sports attire and join us in well wishes 
for Pastor Darrin and his family.  We hope to see you there!

Baptisms:
Sawyer Harvey August Klemme, son of Paul 
Klemme & Erica Lenz, Stefanie Ann Maher 

and children Madison Marie Maher and Jillyan 
Jade Gardner were brought to the Lord in Holy      

Baptism.  We pray God will richly bless them 
and guide them in the years ahead as they grow 

in their Christian faith.

Hospitilzations:
Gary Grieve
Jan Johnson
Jacky Ross

Carolyn Thompson
Bill Jacobsen
Tom Morely

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Frank and April 

LaScala & family on the loss of April's mother, 
Nadine Langley and to Joanne Rowe & family 

on the loss of Edward Rowe.
We pray God will continue to comfort them 

during this time of loss.
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Augustana University Choir:
Morningside Lutheran will host the Augustana University Choir on March 12th 
at 7:00 p.m.  This is a free concert!  Please plan to attend and hear this wonderful 
music.  If you are willing and able to provide a dish for the choir's meal at 
Morningside Lutheran that evening, please contact Charity Koehler at 
charitykoehler@morningsidelutheran.com.

CSADv:
The Social Concerns Committee would like to recognize the Council on 
Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence (CSADV) for their work with victims 
of sexual assault and domestic violence by collecting care kits for babies and 
adults.  From March 3rd through March 17th we will collect kits and take 
them to CSADV.  On the table in the Narthex, you will see examples of what 
is needed along with a list of items needed for each type of kit.  In advance 
we thank you for your generosity.  If you have any questions, contact Kathy 
Oynes or Kathy Massey.

Thank You's:
Dear Friends,
I want to thank you all for the thoughts and prayers for me and my family while Dwayne was so sick.  To the 
Pastors, thank you for the great care.  To the staff, thank you for the great meal you brought to the house.  To the 
caring and sharing group, thank you for the wonderful luncheon after the funeral.  Morningside Lutheran is a 
great and caring church and I love you all.  Dwayne is at peace as he is with Jesus.  God bless you all.
 -Nancy Peterson and Family

I appreciated your visits and prayers while I was in the hospital.  Special thanks to Pastor Tom LoVan, Dianna 
Michaelis, and Dan Bernholtz.  The healing is going well.
 -Bill Haafke

stemm - tanzania chapel fundraiser:
On December 2, 2018 the Congregation voted during our 100th Anniversary 
to "Press On" and spread God's word beyond Siouxland and give the $81,196 
from 2005 Capital Campaign's 10% Tithe Benevolence fund to STEMM 
(Siouxland Tanzania Educational and Medical Ministries) for the purpose of 
building a Chapel on their Tanzania campus.  The congregation was 
challenged to add to the amount given from the Capital Campaign and bring 
the total given to $100,000.  Good news!  We have reached that goal because 
of your gracious generosity and the match from Endowment.  Stay tuned for 
updates on the chapel building project.

tec weekend:
Are you looking for a growth opportunity for your teenager?  Consider 
Teens Encounter Christ, which is commonly called TEC.  The next TEC 
weekend will be held at Morningside Lutheran Church April 12-14.  TEC is 
an interdenominational weeked for teens in high school.  They arrive at 4:30 
p.m. Friday afternoon and are done by 6:00 p.m. on Sunday evening.  For 
more information, contact Paul Peterson or Gwen McGhee (402-355-2660). 
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CARING & SHARING list:
The following are those who are on the list for 

April.  You will be contacted if and when you are 
needed to help provide food.  Thank you!

• Anderson, Jody
• Beisner, Kristy
• Benson, Sharon
• Brower, Debra
• Clausen, Lori
• Davis, Tammy
• DeWall, Stephanie
• Dirks, Marilyn
• Doyel, Sheri
• Elsen, Regina
• Elsen, Vicki
• Gilbertson, Donna
• Gray, Deborah
• Grunig, Kristin
• Haines, Monica
• Hansen, Rosalie
• Hilsinger, Laura
• Hinkel, Nicole
• Jacobson, Megan
• Johnson, Jan
• Jovanovic, Sue
• Justice, Alison

• Kirchner, Kathy
• Kohnen, Melva
• Kroger, Sue
• Lenz, Diane
• Magstadt, Elaine
• McClintock, Barb
• Miller, Emily
• Monroe, Denise
• Moss, Darlene
• Muston, Leslie
• Peterson, Sheila
• Plueger, Kacy
• Redler, Barb
• Rippke, Joylyn
• Sabel, Sandra
• Schellinger, Dawn
• Taylor, Iva
• Torno, Angie
• Tucker, Sandra
• Washburn, Brenda
• Welding, Marlene
• Wilson, Mary

MLC BY THE NUMBERS:

FEB. 3
FEB. 10
FEB. 17
FEB. 24

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE / GIVING

623
455
158
183

$24,180
$14,020
$6,132
$8,393

REVENUE
LESS EXP.
NET

 $145,136
($172,800)
 ($27,664)

  $173,671
($198,024)
  ($24,353)

YTD as of
2/28/18

Budget Mins.
of MLC

YTD as of
2/28/19

FEB. 3
FEB. 10
FEB. 17
FEB. 24

SUNDAY SCHOOL

139
179
31
60

$27
$10
$0
$0
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Note: The offering listed above does not     
include online giving that has been recieved.

ACTIVE YOUNG AT HEART:
• Pickle Ball, Gym.
 Mondays 7:00-9:00 p.m. (4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29)
 Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 a.m. (4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30)
 Thursdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. (4/4, 4/11, 4/18, 4/25)
• Elderversity Board Meeting, Fireside Room.  Wednesday, April 3 @ 9:30 a.m.
• W.I.G.S., Gym.  Wednesday, April 10 @ 11:45 a.m.
 Bingo day!  For reservations, call Leila Agee (276-1092) or Coleen Loffswold (276-5633).
• The Plate, Fireside Room.  Friday, April 5 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m.
 Healthy Choices presented by ISU Extension.

Bluegrass sunday:
On March 31st the 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. services will be 
led with our bluegrass group.  Plan to attend and enjoy 

worshiping with the traditional, fun music style.

note from the library:
Have you checked the bulletin board outside the 
library lately?  It features a few new children's 
books.  Parents, please check the corner where 

books are offered for our youngsters and
 encourage the love of reading.
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Submission deadline for the next issue of
“The Visitor” is March 29th.

Send articles to Ariel at
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares 
the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future."
-Jeremiah 29:11
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