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THE

Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of  those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

I have had the pleasure to meet many of  you in passing, but for those of  you who I have yet to connect with, my name is 
Amy Hanson, and I am the new Director of  Student Ministries here at Morningside Lutheran Church. As I wrap up my 
first month and a half  in student ministry, I am able to find rest in the promise of  Romans 8:28.

As some of  you may know, I had intended to head back to Arizona for my fourth year of  teaching this August. This was 
before God presented me with His plan of  having me work here at the church. For a while now, I have felt called to 
transition away from teaching within the public school system to teaching within the church. However, I was unaware that 
this transition would happen so soon or that it would bring me back to my home church here in Sioux City. Even in the 
uncertainty of  this sudden change, God has continued to be faithful and show up in exciting ways! I am so thankful that 
God’s plans went way beyond the scope of  my own plans because I truly feel as if  I am in the right place.

You have also been a big reason that I feel like I am in the right place. I want to personally thank each one of  you for your 
encouraging words that have helped me feel welcome here. Morningside Lutheran Church has been a home away from 
home for many years, and it has been a blessing to dive right back into this great community.

One place that I really recognized the greatness of  our community at Morningside Lutheran Church was at our 
Confirmation service in September. As twenty 9th grade students stood at the front of  the packed sanctuary to confirm 
their faith, they were able to look out at a group of  believers who have and will continue to support them as they grow in 
their relationship with Jesus. Your attendance at this service and continued support of  the students is truly a gift.

I would ask you to consider other opportunities to support these students. 
Our Wednesday evening programming has begun for student ministry, 
and we have a variety of  open volunteer opportunities. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can play a role in student ministry, or who you know that 
would thrive as a student ministry volunteer.

This next generation of  students is pretty awesome! It has been such a joy 
to spend Wednesday evenings with them. For the past month myself, 
students, and leaders have been able to worship, spend time in 
fellowship, and learn together. Seeking advice from the book of  James, we 
have learned that radical people listen more than they speak, don’t play 
favorites, watch their words, and fight for justice.

As we move forward in this new season of  student ministry, I am so 
excited to be right where God has called me and am eager to help 
equip students with the confidence that they need to speak God’s 
truth in love.

Peace and blessings,
Amy Hanson
Director of  Student Ministries
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OCTOBER FEST:
Morningside Lutheran's October Fest will take place 
on Sunday, October 10 following the 11:00am service.
This year we will be raising funds for Hope Street of  
Siouxland, a local organization that is a sober living 
home which offers services to those suffering from 
homelessness, addictions, and mental illness. We will 
hear more about Hope Street at all morning services.

Please join us to taste all the food options, vote for your 
favorites, and watch the cornhole tournament! We will 
have multiple opportunities for you to donate towards 
Hope Street, so please make sure to bring some cash or 
a check that day! We'll have activities available for the 
kiddos in the Kitchen Lounge and are looking forward 
to a great fall day to come together and raise money 
towards an amazing organization in Siouxland.

MERCY MEALS:
Morningside Lutheran is planning our annual Mercy 
Meals Event. Due to covid, all meals will be packaged 
at one place, which is Faith Lutheran Church in Sioux 
City on Hamilton Blvd on Saturday, October 30.

We are in need to 20 volunteers at 8:30am and 20 
volunteers at 10:30am. Masks must be worn. Please 
sign up in the foyer at the Information Desk or call 
Dan Bernholtz at 712-281-0337 to sign up or get 
further information. This is a great opportunity for 
students who need service project hours, families, and 
individuals who love to serve and give back!

HALLOWED HALLWAYS:
The annual trick or treat event is coming soon! This 
year, Hallowed Hallways will be on Wednesday, 
October 27 from 5:30-7:00pm throughout the church. 
This is a free and fun event for the entire family! Come 
explore our hallways and fill up a bag with candy along 
the way. Costumes are optional, but encouraged.

If  you are able to host a table or donate candy, please 
sign up in the foyer or call the church office.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s Bible study will begin a new 
session October 21. The group meets from 9:00-
11:00am each Thursday morning. Beginning October 
21, we will start a 10-week study by Jen Wilken entitled 
God of  Covenant. Please join us - all women welcome!

Beginning with Genesis 12, walk alongside the fathers 
of  our faith—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph—to 
discern Jesus in the stories of  His people. Over 10 
sessions, discover how God orchestrates everything for 
His glory and the good of  His people, and see how the 
God of  creation and covenant is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.



PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
The school year is off to a great start! The students are 
getting to know one another and the teachers, learning 
the routine and classroom expectations, and exploring 
all the wonderful experiences that occur each day in 
our classroom! Some of  our favorite activities are 
dramatic play (pretending we are grown ups in our 
kitchen area), messy art experiences, building in the 
block area, listening to stories, singing songs, and 
playing outside. A Morningside Lutheran Church 
member recently built a mud kitchen to add to our 
outdoor area and it is a huge hit! We are learning 
about the Bible and how much God and Jesus love us. 
If  you have a minute, stop down to the hallway just 
outside our room and check out our Jesus Loves Me 
self-portraits!
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Blake and Samantha Perryman were married 
on September 11 and Tyler and Samantha 
Walters were married on October 2. We pray these 
couples will be blessed during their lives together.

I wanted to say a thank you to everyone for your 
prayers and well wishes during my time in the 
hospital and while I have been recouperating at 
home.    ~ Ken Kathol

our church family

CROP WALK:
CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk 
events held in cities and towns across the United States, 
raising funds to support the global mission of  Church 
World Service, a faith-based organization 
transforming communities around the globe through 
just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, 
displacement and disaster. 25% of  the funds raised are 
returned to the host community to support local 
hunger fighting efforts.

In 2020, Morningside Luthearn Church raised $3330 
to fight hunger. It was a hard year for everyone. We lost 
our 12 year standing of  number one pledge getter in 
the city - dropping to third place.

A table will be in the foyer for the next two Sundays 
leading up to the walk on Sunday, October 17. Please 
stop by to sign up to walk or sponsor a walker and we 
will be able to get back our number one rating!

Online donations may be made by logging on to 
crophungerwalk.org/siouxcityia. You can find 
Morningside Lutheran Church or Fran Cole to 
support on the website!

PASTOR APPRECIATION:
Pastor Appreciation Sunday will be hosted by the 
Hospitality Team on Sunday, October 24. We are so 
blessed to have such an amazing pastoral staff and this 
will be an opportunity for you to recognize, honor, and 
show your appreciation for them.

A blessing table will be set up in the church foyer with 
card boxes for each pastor and refreshments will be 
served at the coffee station. If  you choose to write a 
check, please make it payable directly to the pastor.



YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30am
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm
     Fridays 8:30-10:30am
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, November 3 at 8:00am
Service to Morningside
     Litter pick-up on Friday, October 29. Meet at the 
     church at 8:00am.
     Serve coffee between services on Sunday, 
     October 31.
WIGS
     Wednesday, October 13 at 11:45am.
     Lunch followed by program "Chat with Pastor  
     Noah". He will also be available to answer 
     questions.Cost is $6 per person. Call for 
     reservations by October 11 to the church office, 
     Colleen Loffswold at 276-5633 or Leila Agee at 
     276-1072.
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 Budget          YTD 9/30/20        YTD 9/30/21

    Revenue          $749,827                 $763,787
    Less Exp.          $(809,334)               $(919,810)

    Net                      $(59,507)               $(156,023)

**Note: Included in the expenses above are the 
following completed projects which were included in 
our 2021 Approved Budget: 
New roof  over the front foyer & office area, $65,400. 
New mower was purchased for $7,300. 
New side door installed, $5,700. 
New spotlights for sanctuary, $4,165 
Renovation of  a staff office and furniture, $4,630 
HVAC motor replacement, $2507.

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able to give as generously as 
this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your hand." 1 Chronicles 29:13-14

by the numbers

PRESCHOOL RECEIPTS:
Morningside Lutheran Preschool is once again 
collecting Hy-Vee Grocery Receipts. Your receipts help 
the preschool purchase needed supplies throughout 
the year. Receipts (excluding gas or pharmacy) may 
be brought to the small, red grocery cart in the church 
foyer or the church office. Thank you for your help!

REMINDER TO LUTHERAN MEN:
Thank you to all the Lutheran Men, and Women, who 
have renewed their membership this year. We are just a 
few short of  reaching our goal of  100 members in our 
Buck-A-Month Club and 4 members short of  reaching 
our goal of  30 for the Committee of  100.

For those of  you who have not renewed your 
membership, you can still do so by donating $12 to 
the Buck-A-Month Club or by donating $100 for the 
Committee of  100, or $112 to both clubs. Renew your 
membership now.

There are forms and envelopes on the stand in the 
foyer by the Information Desk. Feel free to use them 
anytime you wish to make any additional donation to 
Lutheran Men.

Your support is being used to fund new mission church 
needs in LCMC. Thanks again for your support.

~ LM Committee



BENEVOLENCE & MISSIONS:
MLC fulfills its mission to bring others into a 
relationship with Christ, not just through its own 
involvement in the community, but also by supporting 
other organizations and individuals by doing Christ's 
work. Therefore, every year Morningside Lutheran 
Church tithes 10% of  its budget to support missions 
and non-profit organizations who are doing God's 
work in the community and beyond. Part of  this 
process involves seeking and obtaining applications, 
which are then reviewed by the Benevolence & 
Missions Teams.

If  you know of  a mission or non-profit organization 
that you'd like Morningside Lutheran to consider 
supporting, please contact Barb Baker at 
barbbaker@morningsidelutheran.com. Applications 
must be received by October 15, 2021 in order to be 
considered for the 2022 budget year.

All recommendations made by this team will then be 
reviewed for approval by the Finance Committee, The 
Benevolence & Missions team is comprised of  CCVA 
members, Finance Committee members, and other 
congregation members. If  you'd like to be a part of  the 
process and join the team, please contact Barb Baker 
at the church office.

mark your calendar
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October 17 - Receive New Members
November 7 - Daylight Saving Time ends
November 24 - Thanksgiving Eve Service
December 5-19 - Christmas Caroling

YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS:
We are still in need of  volunteers for Sunday School 
and Wednesday Night Student Programming. If  you 
are able to give even one week of  your time each 
month, the help would be much appreciated. 
Programming cannot happen without you - let's work 
together to build the faith of  our youth!

If  you work better with students 5th grade and 
younger, please contact Aleia Nelson. If  you are geared 
towards helping with 6th grade and up, please reach 
out to Amy Hanson. Let us know what you are 
comfortable with and we can get you plugged into the 
best spot!

CONFIRMATION:
Congratulations to the following students who 
completed their Rite of  Confirmation at Morningside 
Lutheran. The Confirmation service was held on 
September 12 at the 11:00am service.

Grace Aesoph, Maxx Albert, Collin Bliven, 
Annika Bremer, Kayla Burton, Daisy Castle, 
Caleb Christenson, Sam Clausen, Noah Goss, 
Gianna Grieve, Katherine Johnson, Naomi Kieffer, 
Caitlyn Koetters, Tate Loffswold, Gabe Newberg, 
Sophia Redler, Morgan Streck, Sadee Streck, 
Cora Swan, Elyse Vega
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Submission deadline for the next issue of   
The Visitor is October 29.

Send articles to 
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

contact us


