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Born for Adversity

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” Proverbs 17:17

Life in community can be difficult. Even (or sometimes especially) within the church - our preferences and 
actions, even values clash and it is hard to lay down our own agendas for the good of  someone else. It’s easy to 
forget our purpose and identity as the body of  Christ. As we explore some of  the foundational truths of  our 
faith, we can’t ignore this one: Whether we love the idea or not, we have been built together as a body, a family 
through Jesus Christ. It is not because of  our actions or accomplishments or preferences that we become part of  
this body, but because of  our connection to Jesus and who he is and what he has done on our behalf. When we 
are a Christ-follower, we are also, by definition, part of  this community of  believers, called brothers and sisters. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book Life Together puts it this way,

“He is our Peace,’ (Eph. 2:14) says Paul of  Jesus Christ. Without Christ there is discord between God and man 
and between man and man. Christ became the Mediator and made peace with God and among men. Without 
Christ we should not know God, we could not call upon Him, nor come to Him. But without Christ we also 
would not know our brother, nor could we come to him. The way is blocked by our own ego. Christ opened up 
the way to God and to our brother. Now Christians can live with one another in peace; they can love and serve 
one another; they can become one.” (p.23-24)

So how does this relate to our Proverb? What are we to do with this information and with this connection?

First of  all, I think we are so used to the idea of  Christian community 
in our culture that it has become mundane or even undesirable to us. I 
know in my life, I need to cherish the Christian community that I have 
and not take it for granted, even with all our flaws, hurts, and diversity 
of  opinions. This is where we not only experience the joy of  
community, but confess our sins and hear words of  comfort and 
forgiveness directly from the body of  Christ. There may be times now 
where we feel alone in our journey, but the ultimate ideal and even 
current spiritual reality is that we are part of  something much bigger 
than ourselves, the body of  Christ.

Secondly, our interactions with our brothers and sisters in Christ should 
be full of  grace and forgiveness, looking to the needs of  others and not 
our own, like the instructions from the Christ Hymn in Philippians 2. 
Whether there exists a natural attraction to a person or not, by virtue 
of  being part of  the family of  God, we are freed to show them grace 
because of  that which was shown us by Jesus Christ. This is a defining characteristic of  the follower of  Christ, as 
we can be identified as followers of  Christ in the world by the way we love each other. (John 13:35)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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NEW MEMBER CLASS:
If  you are interested in learning more about this 
church and its ministries, join Pr. Noah for a New 
Member Class on Sunday, November 7 in the 
Kitchen Lounge from 9:00-10:30am. Please call the 
church office if  you would like to participate.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING:
Who is ready to spread some Christmas cheer? If  that's 
you, we have the perfect opportunity. We invite you to 
sign up as a group or family in the foyer by Sunday, 
November 28. Then choose a date/dates between 
December 5-19 that works well for your team to carol. 
Help us continue to give blessings to our Morningside 
Lutheran family this Christmas season. We are looking 
for about 25 groups! A list of  the residents you will sing 
to (about 3-4 places) will be available at the 
Information Counter on Sunday, Dec. 5 to pick up.

Per tradition, we will be having a Caroling Soup 
Potluck on Wednesday, December 15 in the Gym from 
6:00-8:00pm. Each group or family is encouraged to 
bring a crockpot of  soup or a dish to share. Dessert 
and beverages will be provided.

If  you have any questions, please contact Dianna 
Michaeilis at 274-7562 or Jennica Corporon at 
jennica.corporon@yahoo.com.

COMFORT & JOY GIVING TREE:
It has been our church's long-time tradition and act of  
compassion to bring the Joy of  Jesus and the Spirit of  
Christmas to individuals and families in need.

We ask you to prayerfully consider participating in the 
Giving Tree from November 14 - December 5 by:

· Selecting an ornament from the Giving Tree
· Purchasing the suggested Walmart or Target giftcard
· Returning the giftcard in the ornament envelope to 
the church office by December 5.

These giftcards are distributed to many agencies 
around Siouxland including Boys & Girls Home, 
Crittenton Center, Hope Street, Lutheran Services of  
IA, Morningside Elementary, Spalding Park 
Elementary, and more! Thank you for blessing others 
as God has blessed you!
~ Social Concerns Team

ANNUAL ASIAN DINNER:
Eat great homemade food, including egg rolls and 
sticky rice, at the Annual Asian Dinner on Sunday, 
November 7. Take to-go or eat in the Gym any time 
between 10:45-1:00pm. Cost is $12 per person and the 
proceeds will go to support Women's Asian Ministries 
and Lutheran Asian Ministries (LAM). Open to all!
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Nolan Scott Kreber, son of  Nick and Tabitha 
Kreber, Jack Harrison Grabouski, son of  JJ and 
Christina Grabouski, and Ellison Taylor 
Waterbury, daughter of  Tom and Jessica 
Waterbury were brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism. We pray God will bless and guide them in 
their years ahead.

We extend our sympathy to Ron and Karen 
Heath on the loss of  Karen's brother, Roger, to the 
family of Martha Morley, to the family of  
Gordon Thompson, and to the family of  Ken 
Ackerman. We pray God will continue to comfort 
them during this time of  loss.

Alex and Jordan Vos were married on October 
30. We pray they will be blessed during their lives 
together.

our church family

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE:
Join us on Wednesday, November 24 at 6:30pm in the 
Sanctuary for Thanksgiving Eve Service. The theme 
is Thankfulness. After service, please enjoy fellowship 
in the foyer and treat yourself  to some delicious treats! 
Worship is open to all - invite your friends and family 
to join us.

CHRISTMAS EVE CHOIR-LED SERVICE:
On Wednesday, December 22, we will be having a 
choir-led Christmas Eve Service at 6:00pm. The theme 
will be "Like a Child" with narration depicting a 
grandpa telling the story of  Christmas to his grandkids 
who seem to know nothing about it and ask a lot of  
questions. There will be an opportunity for all to sing 
carols and sing Silent Night with candles.

We are looking for people to participate by:

- Joining the choir. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 
7:15pm in the Sanctuary (no sign-up necessary).

- Playing an instrument - including percussion, flute, 
violin, viola, cello, string bass, trumpet, clarinet, oboe, 
trombone, horn, or tuba. Email Charity if  interested at 
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com.

- Joining the kids choir (Grades K and up). Children's 
choir rehearsal will begin November 7 from 
10:30-11:00am in the Kitchen Lounge and continue 
each Sunday.

- Attending on December 22 as your Christmas service 
or in addition to another Christmas Eve service.

If  you are not participating in any way above, please 
consider attending Dec 22 for this wonderful service.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
Service times for Christmas week include:

Wednesday, December 22 - 6:00pm
Friday, December 24 - 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 10:00pm
Sunday, December 26 - 10:00am

The building and offices will be closed Monday, 
December 27.



YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30am
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm
     Fridays 8:30-10:30am
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Wednesday, December 1 at 8:00am

WIGS
     Wednesday, November 10, 11:45 am
     Program:  Randy Burnight from "Up From Earth"
     Cost $6.00. Call for reservations by Monday, 
     November 8 to Colleen Loffswold at 276-5633 or  
     Leila Agee at 276-1072 or church office.
WIGS
     Wednesday, December 1, 11:45 am 
     (Note change of  date)
     Program:  New Horizon Band
     Cost $7.00. Call for reservations by Monday, 
     November 29 to Colleen Loffswold at 276-5633 or  
     Leila Agee at 276-1072 or church office.
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 Budget          YTD 10/31/20        YTD 10/31/21

    Revenue          $825,683                $829,416
    Less Exp.          $(925,034)            $(1,026,860)

    Net                      $(99,351)               $(197,444)

by the numbers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Finally, we get back to our Proverb. I know the word 
“adversity” is not a fun one to explore, but this is a 
broken world full of  trials and troubles. If  we have 
learned anything in this past year or so, it is that life is 
not going to go as planned. In this world there is grief  
and loss and heartache and unmet expectation. If  you 
are in a time of  hurt, I encourage you to lean in to the 
Christian community around you and let them be the 
hands and feet of  Christ to you. If  you are in a season 
of  joy, consider how you can be a bearer of  God’s love 
and peace to someone experiencing adversity today, 
inside or outside the walls of  this building.

Ask yourself  today, “Who is my brother or sister in 
Christ? What joys can we multiply or burdens can we 
bear together?”

“He came and preached peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. For through 
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, 
but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of  
God’s household, built on the foundation of  the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself  as the 
chief  cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” 
Ephesians 2:17-22
~ Charity Peterson

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF:
In October, many items were sent to Lutheran World 
Relief  and Global Heath Ministries. Along with 17 
other Lutheran churches, the truck was packed with 
1,400 Quilts, 129 Baby Care Kits, 57 Fabric Kits, 584 
Personal Care Kits, 981 School Kits, 89 Blankets, 70 
Pounds of  Rolled Bandages, 997 Rolls of  Bandages, 13 
Hospice Kits, 52 Newborn Kits, 38 Twin Size Sheets, 
and 50 Pillow Cases.

Included in those totals was Morningside Lutheran's 
donations of  100 Personal Care Kits, 200 School Kits, 
and 150 Quilts, 60 Baby Blankets, 13 Fabric Kits, and 
23 lbs of  Rolled Bandages.



5

THANK YOU:
Thank you to Morningside Lutheran Church for all 
your support and generosity over the last couple of  
years.  It was an honor to share all the great things 
happening at Hope Street while giving Chris and 
Thomas the opportunity to demonstrate how 
recovery is positively impacting their lives.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed the chili cookoff and spending time 
with all of  you.  Your donations will allow us to keep 
our doors open and continue to offer hope to those 
suffering with mental health and substance abuse 
issues.  Thanks again for your support!
~ Sara Johnson

PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
The month of  October was a busy one! We had field 
trips to the pumpkin patch with both the three- and 
four-year-old classes. We explored pumpkins, learning 
that they grow on vines, start out as flowers and then 
green pumpkins before ripening. We also dug into a 
pumpkin to discover what is inside. Some of  us loved 
the gooey mess, others not so much! We also cracked 
open a coconut (in conjunction with a book, Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom, that we read) and found that it 
was not at all the same inside as the pumpkin! We taste 
tested the coconut inside. Once again, some of  us liked 
it and some did not. A great opportunity to discuss 
how God created us all different but loves us all the 
same!

STEMM NIGHT OF HOPE:
Get your tickets now for the November 11th Night of  
Hope fundraiser to support the children of  Tanzania. 
You'll enjoy African-inspired hors d'oeuvres, hosted 
beer and wine, Silent Auction, Live Auction, and 
program. Items in the auctions include vacation 
homes, jewelry, dinners, African items, and more. Buy 
tickets online at www.bidpal.net/stemm. Can't make 
this awesome event in person? You can still bid for 
items online at www.bidpal.net/stemm. 
A Night of  Hope starts at 5:30pm at South Sioux City 
Marrott Riverfront. Help build on 24 years of  
Tanzanian Education, Healthcare, and Ministry.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING:
Christmas already?! That time of  the year is 
approaching very quickly and the decorating team 
needs your help! Most of  the decorating will take place 
on Thursday, December 2 beginning at 9:00am. If  
you are able, please join us for an hour or two to help 
decorate the church for the Christmas Season.

UPDATE INFORMATION:
In January, the new directory will be available. Please 
take time in the next month to update/confirm your 
contact information with us. Fill out the 
communication card on your bulletin or call the 
church office!
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CHURCH STAFF:

Send in articles before the next deadline on 
Friday, November 26. Email 

mlc@morningsidelutheran.com.

contact us

Not sure where to serve? If  you're feeling encouraged 
to volunteer and get more involved at Morningside 
Lutheran, but are not sure where to start, please call 
the church office. Whether you have a certain skill set 
to offer or you just want to help wherever you're 
needed, we can help you find the next step!


