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THE

Greetings, Morningside Lutheran! 

So far, 2021 has been a year of  change. Our 
long-time Administrative Assistant, Judy 
Kane, entered retirement, we hired McKenzie 
Matasovsky to be our new Office Manager, 
Pastor Paul Peterson is shifting into a new role 
as Connections Pastor and we are in pursuit 
for a new Director of  Student Ministries… 
that’s a lot! The beauty in all of  this is that 
God is on the move.

He is shaping this ministry for His 
work and His mission here in 
Siouxland. 

“You are now entering the mission field”. 
When you leave our property, you see these 
very words. I have to admit myself, oftentimes 
I leave the parking lot and drive right past this 
sign without looking or letting those words 
mean anything. I don’t look at it, mainly 
because my mind is set on my next destination. 
When was the last time you let those words 
sink in? When was the last time you 
actually felt like you were entering a mission 
field when you left the parking lot? When was 
the last time you took a step back from 
thinking of  your next destination and 
reminded yourself  of  the purpose of  being 
sent out from this building?

Right before Jesus ascended into heaven, after 
his death and resurrection, he told the disciples 
to stay put until the Holy Spirit came to be 
with them. He literally said, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised...in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5) So the 
disciples waited together in a room. They 
prayed. They discussed. They planned. They 
waited.

Then, what Jesus said would happen, 
happened. The Holy Spirit came on the 
disciples and they spoke to all of  the nations. 
They were trained by Jesus himself. They were 
now empowered by the Power of  Jesus. They 
were equipped and ready to be sent out into 
the mission field! In some ways, they heard the 
Spirit say, “You have now entered the mission 
field!” 

This same Power of  the Spirit resides in you. 
God sends you out. He has uniquely designed 
you to serve in the area you are in today. 
Whether in your home, workplace, school or 
neighborhood, you are sent out by the Holy 
Spirit, with one another, to reach all nations. 
Join us as we encourage one another this 
summer to enter the mission field boldly,  
courageously, and sent by the Holy Spirit!

Pastor Noah
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SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS:
Summer worship hours June 13 - August 22

8:30a Traditional On-Campus

10:30a Worship at the River Off-Campus at 
Anderson Dance Pavilion on Larsen Park Rd
Bring a chair and some coffee, spread out, and worship 
together with MLC. We will keep you updated on best 
traffic practices and directions throughout the 
summer. To opt-in to weather-related announcements, 
text "River2021" to 712-217-8181.

11:30a Multicultural On-Campus
Multicultural service will join the 10:30a service at the 
Pavilion for the 4th Sunday of  each month and on 
June 20.

The 8:30a and 10:30a services will be livestreamed.  
The nursery will not be staffed during summer hours. 
We will offer quiet activities for children at all services.

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION:
All are welcome to join us on Sunday, June 13 at 2:00p 
in the Sanctuary for the Installation and Ordination of  
Paul Peterson.  Refreshments to follow.

Pr. Paul will be shifting into a new role as Connections 
Pastor here at Morningside Lutheran Church.

MIDWEEK SERVICE:
MLC will be having an additional midweek service on 
Thursday, June 17 at 6:00p in the Sanctuary.

This service will be a worship service that includes 
music and an overall conversation about what it can 
look like in the mission field, a practical discussion 
based on our current sermon series.

We encourage everyone to join us for this great 
midweek opportunity!  The nursery will be staffed and 
available.

VBS / DAY CAMP:
Vacation Bible School and Day Camp are open for 
registration!  Sign up at morningsidelutheran.com 
under the events tab or fill out a paper form in the 
church office.  It's a free program, so sign up today!

June 21-24, 2021 at Morningside Lutheran Church.

VBS is from 9:00-11:30a and is for ages 3+ or 
Preschool.  Kiddos must be potty trained to participate.

Day Camp is from 9:00-2:00p and is for Kindergarten 
through 5th Grade.

Our theme this summer is Brand New and we will be 
looking at how Jesus makes us like Brand New when 
we trust in him.  Save the date and join us at the auto 
body shop this summer!

If  you have any questions, would like to volunteer your 
time, or need more info, please contact Aleia Nelson at 
aleian@morningsidelutheran.com

midweek service
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SUMMER CHOIR:
Have you considered joining choir, but weren’t sure 
how or when to start? Summer is a great time to get 
connected and try out the choir experience for 
yourself. If  you are interested or know someone who 
might be interested in finding out what choir is all 
about, put the following dates on your calendar and 
plan to join us.  To be added to the choir email list or 
for other information, please contact Charity at
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com.

June 16 - 6:00p Rehearsal
June 20 - Sing at 8:30a Service
June 23 - 6:00p Potluck/Get-Together
July 7 - 6:00p Hymn Sing
July 14 - 6:00p Rehearsal
July 18 - Sing at 8:30a Service
August 11 - 6:00p Rehearsal
August 15 - Sing at 10:30a Service
August 18 - 6:00p Hymn Sing

NEW WOMEN'S STUDY:
New! Women’s Bible Study “Yeshiva”.  All women are 
invited beginning Saturday, June 19 at 8:00a at Grace 
House.  We will meet each Saturday morning, 
however, there will not be bible study on July 10.  The 
first 3 weeks of  study materials will be 
provided.  RSVP or receive further information from 
Jenny Grieve at jennygrieve@hotmail.com.

FATHER'S DAY:
We want to thank the father's in our life, whether it's a 
dad, friend, uncle, church mentor, or other male figure 
you look up to!  Thank you for everything!

Join us for church on Sunday, June 20 for a wonderful 
time of  worship and treats following each service 
generously hosted by the Hospitality Team.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:
Children's Ministry is hosting a Family Movie Night 
on Sunday, June 13 beginning at 6:00p in the Gym.  
There will be snacks and activities available before 
settling down to watch the movie "Cars".  You'll even 
have an opportunity to decorate your own car for the 
drive-in movie!  Bring your family and friends for a 
great summer night!

LCMC MISSION CHURCH FUNDRAISER:
The annual Father's Day Mission Appeal will be held 
on Sunday, June 20.  Forms and envelopes will be 
included in the bulletin on that Sunday.  Forms and 
envelopes will also be available at the Information 
Counter in the foyer of  the church.

Let us strive to meet our goal of  100 Buck-a-Month 
members and 30 Committee-of-100 members.  These 
funds are used to support new mission churches in 
LCMC.  Your continued support is appreciated!
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 Budget          YTD 5/31/20        YTD 5/31/21

    Revenue          $433,503                 $456,670
    Less Exp.          $(422,358)               $(537,973)

    Net                        $11,145                  $(81,303)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able to give as generously 
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have 
given you only what comes from your hand.” 
1 Chronicles 29:13-14  ~Finance Team~

Sunday Worship Attendance:
May 2 - 416
May 9 - 465
May 16 - 435
May 23 - 419
May 30 - 305

by the numbers

KIDS SUMMER PROGRAM:
We have a cool opportunity for kids K-5th grade this 
summer!  On Wednesday nights from June 2 through 
August 11, we will be meeting at 2007 Ingleside Ave 
for a backyard bible study time for kids!  Meet there 
at 6:00p.  Parents and guardians are most welcome to 
stay and explore the bible study "Defined" by Stephen 
and Alex Kendrick with the kiddos.  It's a study based 
on kid's identity and who God says you are.

We're excited to ramp up our Multicultural Sunday 
School, but all are welcome to participate.  If  you 
have any questions, contact Aleia Nelson at 
aleian@morningsidelutheran.com.

GROUPS, STUDIES, CIRCLES, ETC:
Help Paul by sending him an email!  Do you have a 
group (small group, bible study, men’s group, women’s 
group, circle or anything that involves other people) 
that is currently meeting?  Please send Pastor Paul 
an email with just some basic information so he can 
connect with your group in the months ahead and say 
hello at paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com

Information needed:
1. Group name or what purpose the group meets for 
2. Time that the group meets 

This information is being collected so we can better 
serve the many groups that are currently meeting.  Any 
and all information will be super helpful.  Thanks!

MEET MLC'S NEW OFFICE MANAGER:
Hi Morningside!  
One of  my favorite 
things about 
Morningside 
Lutheran is the 
emphasis placed on 
“embracing all that 
God has for you.”

Over the past few 
months, I had been 
praying for God to use me in whatever capacity He 
needed, and boy, did He provide!  What better way to 
embrace all He has for me than to jump into a new 
role serving a place that is so dear to me?

When my husband, Tim, and I first visited a service, 
we instantly felt at home, and knew this was where we 
were meant to land.  Fast forward 3 years, 2 kids 
(Mauer -2 and Greta – 8 months,) and 1 new job later, 
and we are so grateful to call MLC “home.”

When I’m not working, you can often find me 
enjoying time with my family, on a run, or reading a 
book. (Usually with a large coffee in hand!)

It has been such a joy to see some familiar faces during 
my first few days in the office!  For those I have not had 
the pleasure of  meeting yet, please stop by and say Hi 
– I’m looking forward to getting to know you all!
 
Blessings - McKenzie



YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30a
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00p
     Fridays 8:30-10:30a
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Tuesday, July 6 at 9:30a
     Now meeting on the 1st Tuesday of  the month!
Volunteer Opportunity, Litter Pick-Up
     Meet at the church at 10:00a on Friday, June 25 to 
     do our part in keeping the grounds looking great. A 
     great service opportunity!
Explorers Game and Tailgate
     We will meet on Sunday, June 27 at 3:00p. The cost 
     of  your ticket and food is $10 per person. Join us   
     for a great game!  Reserve your spot or get more 
     information by calling Randy Hansen at 
     712-212-1575, Frank Moss at 712-276-0165, or the 
     church office.  Open to all ages.
Trip to Cloisters in Gretna, Nebraska
     On Thursday, August 19, we will take a trip to the 
     Cloisters in Gretna, Nebraska.  It is known for it's 
     quiet and reflective atmosphere as you visit Christ's 
     passion journey and the stations of  the cross.  We 
     will be stopping for lunch in Gretna and then 
     proceeding to the lovely and well planned Lauritsen 
     Gardens.  This inspirational and flower lover's 
     trip will cost just slightly over $20.00 per person and 
     includes a 50 minute tram and narrated ride 
     through the Lauritsen Gardens.  Lunch will be on 
     your own and our plan is to dine at Billy's Gretna 
     Cafe which has excellent reviews for reasonable 
     good food.  We will leave the church at 7:30 a.m. 
     and should be returning by 5:00 p.m.
Day Trip to Loess Hills
     Planned for early October.  Date and details TBD.

Information regarding sign up, reservations, and 
other details about these trips coming soon! 5

BAPTISMS:

Saylor Mae Stevenson, daughter of  
Christopher and Shannon (Miller) Stevenson, 
Lucia Kathleen West, daughter of  James and 
Jennifer (Zamora) West, Remi Lane Kleene, 
daughter of  Alex and Tessa (Shultice) Kleene, and 
Roxanne Toel were brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism.  We pray God will bless and guide them 
in their years ahead as they grows in their 
Christian faith.

SYMPATHY:

We extend our sympathy to Alex and Marian 
Knepper on the loss of  Marian’s brother, Harry, 
and to the family of  Carleton Grindberg. We 
pray God will continue to comfort them during 
this time of  loss.

our church family

LET'S CELEBRATE:
Please join Norman and Cathy Washburn in the 
celebration of  their 50th wedding anniversary.  There 
will be an open house at Morningside Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, June 6 from 2:00-4:00p.  
Congratulations on many wonderful years together!

NEW SERMON SERIES:
Entering The Mission Field: God has uniquely 
designed you to serve in the area you are in today. 
Whether in your home, workplace, school or 
neighborhood, you are sent out by the Holy Spirit, 
with one another, to reach all nations. Join us as we 
encourage one another this summer to enter the 
mission field boldly and confidently!
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LIVING HOPE RETREAT:
Renew your spirit at The King's Daughters Living 
Hope retreat on Sunday, June 27 from 12:30-5:00p at 
Morningside Lutheran Church.

Worship, speakers, group discussion, prayer, lunch, and 
gift bags are all included at this event.  After a delicious 
Asian inspired lunch, we will hear from Catherine 
Harsono, Christie Dougherty, and worship with Diane 
Widner.  We encourage women of  all ages, 13-99, to 
join us for this fun, inspiring, and encouraging time.  
Bring your mother, sister, daughter, aunt, or friends - or 
come alone and make new friends!

Cost is $20 per person and the registration deadline is 
June 20.  To register, contact The King's Daughters at 
712-899-4260 or online at thekingsdaughters.org.

THANK YOU:
Thank you for all the cards and well wishes as I 
begin my journey in retirement.  I have enjoyed getting 
to know many of  you and your families over the past 
19+ years.  You are such a blessing to MLC and have 
been a blessing to me.  Embrace the future and I look 
forward to having the opportunity to see you again.  
God's Blessings.  ~Judy Kane

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES:
General Purpose: To direct and lead student 
ministry programming for Middle School & High 
School students. The Director of  Student Ministries 
shall seek to foster Christian community through 
building relationships with young people that 
strengthen their commitment as followers of  Jesus.

Requirements for this position:
1. The position of  Director of  Student Ministries 
requires great flexibility in hours available for work, 
including evenings and weekends. The position is a 
full time, salaried position and while the salary is based 
upon a projected 40 hours per week, the actual 
number of  hours required during any given week are 
those needed to fulfill the responsibilities of  the 
position. Furthermore, it is recognized that the 
schedule may vary at different times of  the year. It 
is therefore understood that the Director of  Student 
Ministries shall maintain some regularly scheduled 
office hours in order to be accessible to youth, parents, 
staff and the leadership of  the congregation.

2. Since the Student Ministries Director plays a major 
role in the faith development of  the younger members 
of  the church, both as a leader, and as an example. 
Morningside Lutheran Church seeks a professional 
leader with strong Christian character and witness 
who has a solid understanding of  the foundations of  
the Christian faith, Lutheran tradition and who has a 
deep desire to nurture young people in the Christian 
faith. We seek a person who generates new ideas and 
programs and a person who values a team concept of  
ministry. Therefore this position requires a degree in 
Youth and Family Ministry or other related degree, 
and/or significant experience in Student Ministry.

For a full list of  responsibilities and more information, please 
contact Barb Baker at 712-276-2511 ext. 19.
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CHURCH STAFF:

Submission deadline for the next issue of   
The Visitor is June 25.

Send articles to 
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

contact us


