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THE

Pandemics Are Awful
Pandemics are awful. I don’t want to look for silver 
linings. Six hundred thousand plus people died in this 
country alone, and the number continues to rise, albeit 
at a slower pace. That’s 600,000+ families who have to 
figure out a way forward without someone. We must 
remember them and acknowledge that horrible loss even 
as life begins to return to the way it was before Covid.

So, I go forward here, not focusing on good things that 
might have come from the pandemic but on things we 
learned. You see the distinction, right? We can learn and 
grow and still acknowledge that something was horrific.

On Sunday, Pastor Noah pointed out that, while virtual church has a place, we really did learn 
that, as Christians, we must gather together as a community. This is an important lesson. What 
else did we (I) learn in the last year? What else were we (was I) forced to face? Hopefully, the year 
without a packed social calendar forced us to turn in, to examine what we really need, like 
gathering as a church, and what we can release. Hopefully, when we were forced to let go of  
some of  the things we had always done, we learned that hey, maybe there ARE better ways to 
accomplish something or that different does not equal bad.

Covid’s not gone, and some of  the changes we made are probably going to be permanent, or at 
least permanent options. And of  all the lessons we learned, let’s hope this one sticks.  To 
paraphrase the famous line from Jurassic Park: Life [in Christ] finds a way.

~ Pastor Tom LoVan

JULY SERMON SERIES:
The Bible talks a lot about water. Seas were feared by 
many in biblical times because of  storms and the 
uncertainty of  what was in it. Rivers and seas were 
used to import and export goods. It was used to baptize. 
Many times there were moments of  prayer and 
fasting for water to come and nourish the land through 
a drought. This July, join us as we hear the stories of  the 
Living Water who declares freedom, gives life, fulfills 
desires and makes all things new!
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SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS:
Summer worship hours June 13 - August 22

8:30a Traditional On-Campus

10:30a Worship at the River Off-Campus at 
Anderson Dance Pavilion on Larsen Park Rd
Bring a chair and some coffee, spread out, and worship 
together with MLC. To opt-in to weather-related 
announcements, text "River2021" to 712-217-8181.

11:30a Multicultural On-Campus
Multicultural service will join the 10:30a service at the 
Pavilion for the 4th Sunday of  each month.

The 8:30a and 10:30a services will be livestreamed.  
The nursery will not be staffed during summer hours. 
We will offer quiet activities for children at all services.

SUMMER CHOIR:
Have you considered joining choir, but weren’t sure 
how or when to start? Summer is a great time to get 
connected and try out the choir experience for 
yourself. Put the following dates on your calendar and 
plan to join us!  To be added to the choir email list or 
for other information, please contact Charity at
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com.

July 7 - 6:00p Hymn Sing
July 14 - 6:00p Rehearsal
July 18 - Sing at 8:30a Service
August 11 - 6:00p Rehearsal
August 15 - Sing at 10:30a Service
August 18 - 6:00p Hymn Sing

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:
Children's Ministry is hosting another Family 
Movie Night on Friday, July 9 beginning at 5:30p in the 
Gym.  There will be free popcorn, candy, and activities 
available before the show starts!  You'll even have an 
opportunity to decorate your own car for the 
"drive-in" movie!  Bring your family and friends for a 
great summer night!  All are welcome.  Movie title will 
be announced via MLC's Facebook page sometime this 
week. Stay tuned!

BIBLE READING MARATHON:
Join us for the 6th annual Iowa Bible Reading 
Marathon on Saturday, July 10! You choose a time slot 
to read between 7:00a to 5:00p. You will read at the 
Woodbury County Courthouse at 620 Douglas St. on 
the North and West sidewalks. Let us declare God's 
truth about Jesus!

Sign up by emailing yashaministry5015@gmail.com, 
calling Diane Widner at 712-258-0142, or signing 
your name at the MLC information desk. Bring your 
friends, family, and small groups!
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THURSDAY WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s Bible study will begin a new 
session on July 8. The group meets from 9:00a-11:00a 
in the Gym each Thursday morning.  All women are 
invited - please join us!

Beginning Thursday, July 8, we will start the study 
"Living with Confidence in a Chaotic World" by Dr. 
David Jeremiah.

He will teach on practical instruction for living a 
confident life in a world filled with chaos and crisis. 
How can we find an oasis of  peace, calm and 
ultimately confidence in the midst of  chaotic events 
in our world? According to Dr. David Jeremiah, "The 
Word of  God gives us some imperatives to implement 
which will produce confidence and assurance, no 
matter what comes our way." This will be a 10 week 
study of  Dr. Jeremiah's teachings and Bible-based 
answers on the habits we must establish to form a 
pattern for living with certain hope in our uncertain 
times.

SYMPATHY:

We extend our sympathy to the family of  
Carleton Grindberg and to the family of 
Harold Hanson. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of  loss.

WEDDINGS:

Marc and Sarah Oakland were married at the 
church by Pr. Tom LoVan on June 26, 2021.  We 
pray this couple will be blessed during their lives 
together.

our church family

GROUPS, STUDIES, CIRCLES, ETC:
Do you have a group (small group, bible study, men's 
group, women's group, circle or anything that involves 
other people) that is currently meeting?  Please send 
Pastor Paul an email with some basic information so he 
can connect with your group in the months ahead and 
say hello at paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com.

Information needed:
1) Group name or what purpose the group meets for
2) Time that the group meets

This information is being collected so we can better 
serve the many groups that are currently meeting.  Any 
and all information will be super helpful.  Thanks!

TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST:
Looking for a great weekend this summer?  TEC 
(Teens Encounter Christ) weekend is a great way to 
add some fun to your summer and grow in your faith 
at the same time!  The next interdenominational 
weekend will be held July 30-August 1 at Morningside 
Lutheran Church.  Experience the power of  prayer, 
music, growth in faith and more!  For more 
information and registration visit siouxlandtec.com.

MLC FOOD PANTRY:
Are you in need of  food or know someone who 
is?  The food pantry is open each week on Tuesday 
nights at 4:00-6:00p and Wednesday mornings from 
10:00a-Noon at the church.  All are welcome!  All you 
need to bring is some sort of  photo ID with you.

PRAYER CHAIN:
Want to be added to our weekly email prayer chain?  
Email mlc@morningsidelutheran.com so we can get 
you connected!



YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30a
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00p
     Fridays 8:30-10:30a
Young At Heart Committee Mtg, Fireside Room.
     Tuesday, August 3 at 9:30a
Volunteer Opportunity, Litter Pick-Up
     Meet at the church at 10:00a on Friday, July 30 to 
     do our part in keeping the grounds looking great.
Trip to Cloisters in Gretna, Nebraska
     On Thursday, August 19, we will take a trip to the 
     Cloisters in Gretna, Nebraska.  It is known for it's 
     quiet and reflective atmosphere as you visit Christ's 
     passion journey and the stations of  the cross.  We 
     will be stopping for lunch in Gretna and then 
     proceeding to the lovely and well planned Lauritsen 
     Gardens.  This inspirational and flower lover's 
     trip will cost just slightly over $20 per person and 
     includes a 50 minute tram and narrated ride 
     through the Lauritsen Gardens.  Lunch will be on 
     your own and our plan is to dine at Billy's Gretna 
     Cafe.  We will leave the church at 7:30 a.m. and 
     should be returning by 5:00 p.m.
     Sign up between services in the foyer, call the 
     church office, Randy Hansen (212-1575), or 
     Frank Moss (276-0165) by August 15.
Day Trip to Loess Hills
     Planned for early October.  Date and details TBD.
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 Budget          YTD 5/31/20        YTD 5/31/21

    Revenue          $433,503                 $456,670
    Less Exp.          $(422,358)               $(537,973)

    Net                        $11,145                  $(81,303)

by the numbers

THANK YOU:
The words THANK YOU seem inadequate for the 
amount of  appreciation we have for our Morningside 
Lutheran family. Your continued prayers over the past 
9 months for Mikai and our family have been felt. We 
truly witnessed the power of  prayer!

Our Heart Warrior Mikai was born with a very 
complex Congenital Heart Defect. He had two major 
open heart surgeries and three cardiac catherizations 
within his first six months. He will have one 
additional surgery and catherization between the ages 
of  3-5 years old. Recently, we received great news 
during a follow up appointment that Mikai's heart is 
functioning great and blood is flowing nicely to his 
lungs and body!

Throughout this journey we have been reminded that 
God is in control! He will carry us through the 
surgeries, hospitalizations, bumps and setbacks, and 
rejoice with us as we celebrate the healing, growth and 
milestones of  our son.

Mikai will ALWAYS have a severe heart condition, 
require follow up appointments and be on a few 
medicines BUT from the outside, we have a normal 9 
month old! He is in such a good place right now and 
we can't THANK YOU ALL ENOUGH for being our 
prayer warriors! 

GOD IS GOOD! He has BIG PLANS for Mikai and 
we can't wait to see them unfold! 
~ Mike & Ashley Phelps

THANK YOU:
Dear Morningside,
I just wanted to take a moment to say, “Thank you”. 
June 13th will forever be a special day in my heart after 
celebrating with you, my ordination. Throughout the 
years you have embraced me and my whole family and 
have supported us through many memorable moments. 
Thank you all again for the cards and kind words! I 
am truly excited to be working with you all to connect 
to what God has in store for His church in the coming 
years. God bless you all today and always!
~ Pastor Paul

thank you's
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Submission deadline for the next issue of   
The Visitor is July 30.

Send articles to 
arielc@morningsidelutheran.com

contact us


