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A Time for Preparation
Advent Greetings to you all!
I would like to share my absolute favorite Advent text in this article. It has spoken to me again and again about what it 
means to open our hearts to receive the Savior of  the world, who wants more than just a spot on our busy calendar – He 
wants to invade our lives and change our destiny – but only if  we will say “yes” to His advance. That’s what He did with a 
poor young Jewish woman named Mary, and He would like to do the same with you!

How are we to respond? Let’s look at the text and find out.
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of  the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of  his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I 
am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of  the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of  God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. Luke 1:30–38 (NIV)

Verse 37: For no word from God will ever fail. The word for word here is rhema. Two words could have been used; 
logos or rhema. Logos is the written word, whereas Rhema refers much more to a “freshly spoken word from God.” It is 
prophetic in nature, whereas the logos, or written word, provides the baseline which all rhema words must be in harmony 
with.

Anyway, the phrase will ever fail literally means will ever be without ability, or power, to accomplish. So, what 
does that mean? Let me put it together. No word from God will ever fail – could be translated this way; No freshly 
spoken word of  God will ever come to you that does not contain its own ability to perform itself. Where’s 
the power – the ability? It’s in the word! How did God create the heavens and the earth and all that exists? He spoke 
them into existence!

How much is the power of  that spoken word dependent on the one being spoken 
over? Zero! The power lies not in my ability to receive – the power lies in the 
Word I receive. Question: Was the 
miracle of  Christmas dependent on Mary? Not any more than the miracle of  
God saving the Jews in the Book of  Esther was dependent on Esther. And what 
did Mordechai say to Esther? if  you remain silent at this time, relief  and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place… (Esther 4:14). 
The fulfillment of  God’s plans and purposes is never dependent on a person, 
but on His Word! The fulfillment of  that word is not dependent on our yes, but 
God’s willingness to work through our lives by His spoken word is!

I like to think of  God’s Word like a seed. Jesus did as well (Luke 8:5-8). Think of  
it as an acorn. Is the power to produce a mighty oak tree in the seed, or the soil? 
It’s in the seed (acorn)! So, if  God wants to produce a mighty oak tree in my life, 
then God will plant the acorn of  His word within me. My Amen becomes the 
soil out of  which God’s purposes will emerge & be revealed.
Continued on page 5
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CHRISTMAS AT MORNINGSIDE:
Advent: The Truth is Coming
Before Jesus was born, all of  humanity had been 
looking for hope in hopeless circumstances, peace in 
times of  unrest, joy in times of  sorrow, and love in 
times of  brokenness. That's not too different than what 
we might experience today. Unfortunately, we look 
towards other things to find hope, peace, joy and love. 
The truth is, Jesus is the only one who gives us hope, 
provides us peace, brings us joy and shows us love. 
This advent, we will talk through the promise of  Jesus 
to fulfill all of  our needs. Especially the needs you are 
experiencing today.

Please join us for the following services this Christmas 
Season:

Wednesday, December 22 | 6:00pm
Choir-led service with no communion. The theme will 
be "Like a Child" with narration depicting a grandpa 
telling the story of  Christmas to his grandkids who 
seem to know nothing about it and ask a lot of  
questions. There will be an opportunity for all to sing 
carols and sing Silent Night with candles.

Friday, December 24 | 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 10:00pm
Christmas Eve services will include candlelight and 
communion. Although special music may be different 
at each service, the message remains the same.

Sunday, December 26  |  10:00am
One Sunday service will be offered at 10:00am. The 
morning will consist of  "Lessons and Carols".

Monday, December 27
The building and offices will be closed while the staff 
celebrates the holiday season.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:
We invite you to help celebrate this beautiful season by 
contributing for Christmas decorating by donating a 
Christmas Poinsettia. A memorial donation of  $15 is 
appreciated to help with the cost. Please make checks 
out to Morningside Lutheran Church and mail or 
bring them to the church office by Sunday, December 
12. Forms to memorialize your plant can be found at 
the Information Counter in the foyer.

YEAR END GIVING:
As the year end approaches, so does your window for 
making donations that can be deducted on your 2021 
taxes. Ways to give a year end contribution are by 
giving online at morningsidelutheran.com/give or 
envelope with cash or check. Should you decide to 
write a check, it must be delivered or mailed (and 
post-marked) on or by December 31, 2021. As always, 
thank you for your generosity.

 Budget          YTD 11/30/20        YTD 11/30/21

    Revenue          $931,943                $940,591
    Less Exp.       $(1,002,221)           $(1,124,128)

    Net                      $(70,278)               $(183,537)

Property projects this month included in the expense 
column are:
 Roof  for 3 car garage - $3,116
 Landscaping front area of  the church - $1,365

by the numbers
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY:
3, 2, 1, I’M DEBT FREE!!!

For years, Morningside Lutheran Church has had the 
privilege of  hosting Ramsey Solutions Financial Peace 
University (FPU). FPU is a biblical based, common 
sense, practical, proven program that’s helped millions 
of  people pay off debt fast and invest for the future.  

Some people that complete their debt free journey 
choose to go to Ramsey Solutions in Nashville 
Tennessee to tell their over 18 million weekly listeners 
their story and do their Debt Free Scream.  What’s a 
Debt Free Scream?  It is really a scream!  It represents 
crossing the finish line after you run your heart out in a 
marathon, or reach the top of  the mountain after your 
8 mile uphill hike.  It’s a celebration of  the hard work, 
sacrifice and determination they went through to be 
debt free.  For some it’s the final piece to their debt-free 
journey.

Brandon and Hanna Cabney took FPU at 
Morningside last year, paid off $52,000 in debt in 18 
months making $95,000-$105,000 and cash flowed 
their $14,000 wedding.  On September 24th 
Morningside Lutheran’s FPU coordinator, Karl 
Pauling, joined them when they went to Nashville to do 
their Debt Free Scream in person.

Are you or someone you know interested in becoming 
debt free?  The Cabney’s did it, and you can too. We 
will be hosting another 9 week session at 
Morningside Lutheran Church beginning on Sunday,  
January 16 from 12:00-2:00pm. Lunch will be 
provided each week. Please let the office know if  you 
need childcare. Sign up today at 
www.fpu.com/1144197 or email Karl Pauling for more 
information at karlpauling@gmail.com.

PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
It’s hard to believe Christmas is only weeks away! The 
preschoolers are getting so excited! In November we 
continued our study of  trees, exploring what grows on 
trees and making our own applesauce. We also 
discussed what lives in trees. An educator from the 
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center taught us about owls 
and we even got to meet a real owl! We also discussed 
the many blessings God has given us and made a 
Thank You tree with lots of  things for which we are 
thankful. We had our first Preschool t-shirt day and 
were excited to have Pastor Noah and Ms. Barb join 
us for a picture. We are practicing for our upcoming 
Christmas program as well as making Christmas 
decorations, pretending to bake cookies, wrapping 
presents, and learning about the birth of  Jesus. If  you 
have any extra wrapping paper, or bows, we would love 
to use them in our wrapping center. As you can 
imagine, we go through a lot of  paper! We wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

ROLLERAMA:
Children and Student Ministries will have their annual 
Rollerama Family Night on Wednesday, December 15 
from 6:30-8:00pm. Meet us at the Rollerama (4500 
Stone Ave) for a free, fun night of  family skating! There 
will not be programming at the church that night.



YOUNG AT HEART ACTIVITIES:
Pickle Ball, Gym.
     Mondays 8:30-10:30am
     Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm
     Fridays 8:30-10:30am
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SERVICE TO CHRIST AWARD:
The 2021 Service to Christ Award was presented to 
LaRue Stokes and the Morning Glories.

In 1968, a quilting project began at Morningside 
Lutheran. The inspiration began with 30 young 
mothers who brought their sewing machines, playpens, 
and preschoolers to church once a month to make 
quilts mainly for Lutheran World Relief. Much of  the 
work was done at home and one day a month they 
would meet to finish the quilts.

The group was named the Morning Glories and they 
now meet every Tuesday morning for 3 to 4 hours  
with 15-25 members.  Materials are donated and  
those who can't sew will cut and tie. The quilts are 
now donated to Lutheran World Relief, Morningside 
Lutheran High School graduates and to the Okoboji 
Bible Camp for their annual auction.

LaRue has been the coordinator and does an 
amazing job.  She, along with many others, have 
donated hundreds of  hours to this project. Their 
dedication has made this a very special ministry at 
Morningside Lutheran.

GIVING BACK THIS SEASON:
The Morningside Lutheran Church pickleball 
players recently took up a free will donation among 
past and current players as a thank you to the church 
for free drop in pickleball play. A donation of  $1165 
was presented to the Morningside Lutheran Food 
Pantryin appreciation. Thank you fellow pickleball 
players for your generosity and thank you to 
Morningside Lutheran Church.

THANK YOU:
Thank you to the Young at Heart Committee, Randy 
Hanson, Pastors and Staff for honoring us with the 
Lloyd Bach award and monetary gift. "What an 
Honor!" We do enjoy sewing and tying quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief, only wished Cora and Wanda 
could have been with us to enjoy the honor.
Also thank you to all the ladies who have donated new 
material and used sheets to our sewing ministry.
~ Morning Glories and LaRue Stokes

AMAZON SMILE:
Shopping for Christmas gifts on Amazon this year? 
Consider using AmazonSmile in the app or online at 
smile.amazon.com to purchase gifts. 0.5% of  eligible 
purchases will be given back to Morningside Lutheran 
is you choose us as your charity organization.
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THANK YOU:
"We always thank God for all of  you and continually 
mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God and Father your work produced by faith, your 
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired 
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” Dear Morningside 
Lutheran family, as Pastors we can’t say thank you 
enough for your kindness and generosity for Pastor 
Appreciation Day! Please know how grateful we are to 
serve alongside each of  you here at MLC! 
~ Noah, Jon, Tom, and Paul

WORLD MISSION UPDATE:
I have only a half  of  a month as of  today, Nov. 15th 
before I leave Kenya after 29 years of  service here as 
a global worker. So grateful for those many years here 
which have enriched my life. I am still sorting through 
and packing up, giving away, throwing out so many 
possessions. Something goes out of  the house every 
week and now almost every day. I plan to bring 4 
checked bags of  things home on the airplane when I 
leave on November 30th. To God be the glory for it all.
~ Gloria Sauck

Liam Paul Vogt, son of  Billy and Maggie Vogt, 
Knox Lee Kellen, son of  Justin and Erica Kellen, 
and Sawyer John Kellen, son of  Derek and 
Chelsea Kellen were brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism. We pray God will bless and guide them in 
their years ahead.

We extend our sympathy to the family of  James 
Williams. We pray God will continue to comfort 
them during this time of  loss.

our church family

Continued from the front page...
And you know what? That’s how we were meant to 
live! God working His mighty purposes through us 
as we say the amen! and embrace His Presence and 
purposes in our lives.

See, I have a role to play, but I can’t make anything 
grow. I can only create the atmosphere of  surrender so 
that God’s purposes can become fully displayed in the 
measure that He intends. That’s why this next verse is 
so significant.

Last words from Mary; Behold, I am a servant 
of  the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word. That’s the Amen! We can’t make the 
impossible happen, but we can say Yes, or Amen! to 
the Lord and invite Him to do through us what only 
He can do.

That is the preparation for the coming of  the Lord 
right now that would be so pleasing to Him – your 
Amen! and embrace of  all that God has for you!

You might say, “Yes, but what do I say “YES” to? How 
can I say, Let it be to me according to Your Word, if  I don’t 
have a word to say yes to? There are many possibilities, 
but how about this one? A Logos word that God wants 
to make come alive for you.

Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV). 20 Now to him who is 
able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work 
within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Can you receive this as a freshly spoken Word of  God 
over your life? ---> Can you believe that God longs to 
do, in and through you, more than you can even begin 
to comprehend?

Then let Him! Surrender to Him. Invite Him in and 
embrace Him Wholeheartedly. And then, make this 
the declaration of  your heart and life…

Behold, I am a servant of  the Lord. Be it done 
to me according to Your Word.

~ Pastor Jon Gerdts
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MERCY MEALS THANK YOU:
What a great community event! I would like to 
personally thank the 30 Morningside Lutheran people 
who volunteered to help pack meals for the 
underprivelidged. Along with some staff at Faith 
Lutheran, we packed up 17,088 meals in 2 1/2 hour 
shifts. Thanks again!
~ Dan Bernholtz

GOSPEL MISSION:
Please join us at the Gospel Mission (500 Bluff St) each 
month as we reach others in the community with the 
news of  Jesus. Chapel begins at 7:00pm, but we start to 
gather at 6:30pm. It usually lasts about 45-60 minutes.
Tuesday, December 7
Tuesday, January 18
Tuesday, February 15
Tuesday, March 15
Tuesday, April 19
Tuesday, May 17

UPDATE INFORMATION:
In January, the new directory will be available. Please 
take time in the next month to update or confirm your 
contact information with us. Fill out the 
communication card on your bulletin or call the 
church office. Also, if  you have any photos from 
ministry events this past year, please send them to Ariel 
at arielc@morningsidelutheran.com. Thank you!

MERRY CHRISTMAS:
The staff at Morningside Lutheran Church wishes you 
and your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. We pray each of  you find the spirit and hope 
of  the holiday season and spread that joy to others. 
Thank you for trusting us to lead the mission of  
Morningside Lutheran Church! 7

GET INVOLVED:
Not sure where to serve? If  you're feeling encouraged 
to volunteer and get more involved at Morningside 
Lutheran, but are not sure where to start, please call 
the church office. Whether you have a certain skill set 
to offer or you just want to help wherever you're 
needed, we can help you find the next step!



Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
Return Service Requested
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Friday, December 31. Email 

mlc@morningsidelutheran.com

contact us


