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Welcome to Fall, 
Morningside Lutheran Church! 

Though the leaves are not falling quite yet, we 
are shifting gears from a busy summer to begin 
launching our fall activities. Welcome to those 
who may be reading The Visitor for the first time!

I want to share two things I am excited about for 
this year (and I hope you are too!). 

First, our Church Council of Vision and 
Administration (CCVA) has been having 
conversations this summer with several 
community leaders (representatives from the 
police and fire department, elementary teachers 
and principle, the mayor of Sioux City, and other 
action agencies) about the needs and desires of 
this community. I believe that God has placed us 
here to bless our communities and 
neighborhoods, so it’s important to understand 
how we can do that with great impact. We 
certainly cannot take on every need that is 
addressed, but I am excited to see what the Lord 
is revealing through these ongoing 
conversations. There will be more information to 
come throughout this year as we discern through 
this process. 

The second thing I am excited about is inviting 
new members into our church family and 
ministries this year. As we have in previous years, 
we will see new faces and new families. I have 
no doubt that the Lord is drawing people near 
to Him. As disciples of His, we get to be on the 
side that receives those who do not know Jesus. 
We get to train, equip and empower all of God’s 
children. We get to make disciples this year! 

In other words, when people walk into this 
building for the first time (or the 100th time!) are 
they meeting disciples of Jesus? I desire for this 
answer to be yes, so let’s continue to grow in our 
rhythms of discipleship. 

This fall we are launching a small-group based 
sermon series called Rooted. This series has two 
objectives: to bring people into relationship with 
one another by joining a 10-week group, and to 
grow in their journey as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Each week we will be encouraged towards daily 
devotion, prayer, generosity, sharing our story 
and much more. You will hear sermons 
unpacking big questions, such as, “Who is 
God?”, “Where is God in suffering?”, or “How 
do I make the most of my life?” Meeting 
together is the habit and knowing how to unpack 
these questions in faith is the mark of a disciple. 

Sign up to be part of a Rooted group. You can 
do this in three different ways:
 - Go to morningsidelutheran.com and  
click on ‘Rooted Small Groups’. You will see 
many opportunities to meet throughout the 
week. 
 - Sign up in the foyer on Sunday morning. 
You have two more Sunday’s to do so! 
 - Email paul@morningsidelutheran.com 
and he will get you more information. 

I am looking forward to a great fall season of 
coming together, growing in our relationship 
with Jesus and one another, and see how God 
is going to use each one of you to advance His 
Kingdom in Siouxland!

God bless!
Noah Ruppert
Lead Pastor
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FALL KICKOFF:
Save the date because you are invited to our 
churchwide Fall Kickoff on Sunday, September 
11! There will be games, areas to learn more 
about what ministries are doing for the year and 
fellowship throughout the morning.

We will close out the event with more activities, 
bouncy houses and a grillout (hamburgers and 
hotdogs) following the 10:30AM service. And 
make sure to save room for a root beer float for 
dessert!

Mark your calendar to join us for some delicious 
food, lots of great fellowship and activities for all 
ages as we kick off another great year of ministry 
at Morningside Lutheran Church!

ROOTED:
Fall Sermon Series:
In a world marked by constant change where we 
are surrounded by chaos and confusion, our 
attention is pulled in every which way, God's 
Word clearly lays the foundations for 
transformational Christian living. With our eyes 
set on Him and our roots in the Truth of God's 
Word, we can be sure God will produce the kind 
of life-change that will echo through His Kingdom 
for generations to come.

What is Rooted?
Rooted is a community experience, where 
people practice seven rhythms essential to a 
healthy relationship with Jesus. These seven 
rhythms are key to growing disciples who are 
experiencing life transformation.

Fall Kickoff:
The fall sermon series will kickoff September 11 
and we will start our small groups the week of 
September 12, so get signed up today!

BIBLE CLASS:
Children's Ministry is hosting a Bible class for 
those in 2nd grade (or older if they have not 
previously taken the class) on Sunday, September 
25 at 1:30PM. Students attending the class will 
receive a brand new Bible, learn some tips on 
how to use the Bible and have some fun! 
Parents/Guardians should attend the class with 
their children. If you will be attending or need 
more information, please reach out to Amy.

FALL PROGRAMMING
Sunday School for students PK-5th grade will 
begin on Sunday, September 18 at the 9:15 and 
10:30AM services.

Student Ministry for grades 6-12 will begin on 
Wednesday, September 14 at 5:30PM with 
dinner and games in the Gym.

Parent/Student/Volunteer Night for students will 
be September 7 at 6:00PM, so plan to be there if 
you have a child in Student Ministry this year.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY:
Thinking of joining the choir? Regularly 
scheduled choir rehearsals start back up soon. Be 
watching for dates and times or contact Charity 
Peterson at charity@morningsidelutheran.com or 
Nathan Kitrell to be put on a list for e-mail 
updates.

Are you looking for more ways to utilize your 
musical gift in church services and beyond? We 
have opportunities this fall to get involved with 
bands, choir, and other special music offerings. 
Contact Charity Peterson for more information at 
charity@morningsidelutheran.com.

STAFF INTRODUCTION:
My name is Kathy Ewoldt. I am excited to be part 
of the Morningside Lutheran Church staff as the 
Children and Student Ministry Coordinator! I am 
married to Jim Ewoldt. We have 3 daughters, a 
son in law and 4 grandchildren.

I am looking forward to being a part of this 
exciting ministry and serving in this capacity. I 
believe there is nothing more important in our 
life than putting our faith in Jesus and I am 
happy to be a part of helping our youth in their 
faith walk!
~ Kathy Ewoldt

GREAT SHOE GIVEAWAY:
Our church is teaming up with Redeemer 
Lutheran and Samaritan's Feet for the Great 
Shoe Giveaway. We want to help the kids of St. 
Paul's Lutheran and Morningside Elementary 
with a brand new pair of shoes & socks. Samari-
tan’s Feet is a humanitarian aid organization that 
serves and inspires hope by providing shoes to 
those in need around the world.

We are asking for volunteers to help us hand out 
the new shoes and socks on Thursday, 
September 29 from 9:00AM-Noon. If you are 
able to help, please sign up in the church foyer.

TIME TO REVIVE:
The Evangelism Team and Morningside Lutheran 
Church continue to partner with Time To Revive 
Siouxland to increase awareness of how impactful 
prayer can be for a community.

The next large event will be October 10-16. More 
information will be coming soon about this week. 
If you have questions, please direct them to 
Pastor Jon.
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PICKLE BALL:
     Gym
     Mondays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     A great game to learn or play for all ages - 
     get your heart rate up and enjoy this paddle 
     sport, a mix between tennis and badmitton!
COMMITTEE MEETING:
     Fireside Room
     Wednesday, September 7  |  9:00AM
     Wednesday, October 5  |  9:00AM
TRIP TO CLAY COUNTY FAIR:
     Spencer, Iowa
     Tuesday, September 13
     Leave church at 8:00AM, return approximately 
     4:30PM.
     Entry cost is $8 and transportation cost is $10.  
     Lunch on your own.
     Sign up between services or call church office  
     at 276-2511.

MORNINGSIDE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL 
TAILGATE:
     Saturday, September 17
     Meet at the tennis court parking lot of 
     Morningside University at 11:30AM for 
     1:00PM game.
     Bring your own lawn chair.  Meal and ticket is 
     $12.
     Sign up between services or call church office  
     at 276-2511.
NEXT TRIP--VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA
     Thursday, October 6.
     Visit to the Winery and Music Museum.
     Watch for details in church bulletins.

YOUNG AT HEART

 Budget          YTD 8/31/21        YTD 8/31/22

    Revenue       $698,866              $689,700
    Less Exp.       $(822,131)            $(748,398)

    Net                 $(123,265)              $(58,698)

BY THE NUMBERS

GOSPEL MISSION:
There is a busy schedule at the Gospel Mission 
this fall for those interested in joining us! On 
Monday, September 12 and Thursday, 
September 15 at 7:00PM, we will be showing the 
movie "Show Me The Father." The movie will be 
broken into two parts to allow time after each 
night to connect with the men.

Then, beginning on September 19 and 
continuing for eight weeks at 7:00PM, we will be 
showing season 1 of The Chosen. The Chosen is 
a drama series created, directed and co-written 
by American filmmaker Dallas Jenkins. It is the 
first multi-season series about the life and 
ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. Again, there will be 
time after each meeting to connect with the men 
on a more personal level.

We hope you can join us in bringing the men at 
the Gospel Mission into a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ this fall. Chapel 
begins at 7:00PM, but we normally meet at 
6:45PM to kick off the evening. For more 
information, you can connect with Pastor Jon or 
Marc Christofferson.
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I want to thank everyone at Morningside 
Lutheran who prayed for and supported me 
during Joe's illness and final days.  Every day I 
felt the prayers surrounding and comforting me 
and I always knew you were there with me. A 
special thanks to Pastor Tom for his hospital and 
nursing home visits and for being with the family 
during our last hours with Joe before he went to 
his eternal home. I am blessed to be a part of the 
family at Morningside Lutheran.
~ Maralyn Grimoskas

THANK YOU

CROP WALK:
Be the change. Be part of the Sioux City CROP 
Walk. Help fight food insecurity here in Siouxland 
and around the world.

There will be an informational gathering on 
Sunday, September 11 from 1:00-2:00PM at 
Grace United Methodist Church to discover how 
your congregation can be a part of this 
family-friendly, inter-denominational and 
community event.

Can't attend the gathering but want to learn 
more? Call Rolene at 712-223-9965 or visit the 
Sioux City CROP Walk page on Facebook.

The 2022 Sioux City CROP Walk will be Sunday, 
October 16 at 1:00PM. For a few weeks prior to 
the walk date, there will be a table in the 
Morningside Lutheran Church foyer where you 
can give monetary donations to this great cause.

TUNNEL TO TOWERS:
Follow the footsteps of 9/11 hero, New York City 
firefighter Stephen Siller, to ensure that we never 
forget and honor the sacrifices of our nation's 
first responders and military heroes.

On Saturday, October 8 at 9:00AM, Tunnel To 
Towers is hosting a 5K run and walk for Siouxland 
at Siouxland Freedom Park in South Sioux City.

If you would like to register for the run/walk, give 
a monetary donation or find out more 
information about the Tunnel To Towers 
Foundation, visit T2T.org or connect with 
McKenzie Matasovsky.

Elliette Klya Belle Bloomfield, daughter of 
Adam & Kamri Bloomfield and Brooklynn Ann 
Husted, Chloe Lynn Marie Husted and 
Harmony Grace Ortmann, daughters of 
Jason & Allie Ortmann were brought to the 
Lord in Holy Baptism. We pray God will bless 
and guide them as they grow in their Christian 
faith.

We extend our sympathy to the families of 
David Nettleton, Joe Grimoskas and 
Troy Benson. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of loss.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
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CONTACT US

DIAPER DASH:
Her Health Women's Center is having their 
annual Diaper Dash walk/run to celebrate 
life on Saturday, September 17 from 
9:30-11:00AM. The goal is to raise $40,000 
for the cause.

You can register or sign up a team at 
partnersofherhealth.org. If you have any 
questions, call Bonnie Joy at 712-276-0237.


