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Make Room
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to he 
that her hard service has been paid for, that she 
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 
her sins. A voice of one calling: ‘In the 
desert prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rough ground shall 
become level, the rugged places a plain. And 
the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it.’”

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, at least 
from my perspective. Believe it or not, 
preparations for the Christmas season have been 
happening in the music department here since 
before school even began in August. We have 
been working toward our December 21 program 
ever since. As I have observed it, the caricatures 
of attitudes toward Christmas represent 
everything from the overzealous decorator to 
that of outright disdain. Either way, people seem 
to have pretty strong reactions to what Christmas 
is-or at least to what it has become in our society.

One of the beautiful things about our tradition is 
that we have this season of Advent, which gives 
us time to practice patience and restraint 
regarding the celebration. It lets us stop and 
consider the people who were waiting for Christ’s 
arrival and how dark their lives must have felt in 
the meantime. It allows us to ask ourselves 
questions about Christ’s birth and seek answers 
that lead us to marvel at God’s divine plan 
through it all. What importance to shepherds 
play in the story? Why do the wisemen bring 
such strange gifts for a baby? 

Couldn’t God have orchestrated a better bed 
than a manger? What does all this have to do 
with us today? Advent affords us the opportunity 
to evaluate our attitudes toward the coming of 
Christ and begin to reform them according to 
truth instead of our historical or cultural biases. 
We have time to wait and prepare. 

While there may be many preparations for the 
celebration of the holiday related to family 
and friends, gifts and meals, I hope that your 
preparation at some point turns inward. I hope 
that you can consider along with me-more than 
whether your house has room for guests-
whether your heart has room for Christ. He was 
never meant to stay in the manger. The story 
continues and tells us that the costly price has 
been paid on our behalf so we could be in the 
presence of Immanuel forever. Advent isn’t just 
about looking forward to Jesus’ birth thousands 
of years ago. Advent is about looking forward 
to Christ coming to claim his bride, the Church. 
On Thanksgiving weekend, after the meals have 
been eaten and the final seconds tick off the 
clock for the big game, please take time to 
remember to look forward to Christ. You can 
begin to prepare the way for the Lord by making 
room for him in your heart.

~ Charity Peterson
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THANKSGIVING EVE:
Join us on Wednesday, November 23 at 6:00PM 
in the Sanctuary for a Thanksgiving Eve Service. 
As always, the overall theme for the night is 
Thankfulness. After worship, please enjoy a time 
of fellowship in the foyer and treat yourself to a 
delicious dessert or take a treat to-go! We 
welcome all - please invite your friends and 
family to attend.

CHRISTMAS CHOIR-LED SERVICE:
On Wednesday, December 21, we will be 
having a choir-led Christmas Service at 6:00PM. 
The theme will be "Cradle in the Shadow of a 
Cross" with narration and opportunities for 
candlelight and communion.

We are looking for people to participate by:

- Joining the choir. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 
7:15pm in the balcony above the Sanctuary (no 
sign-up necessary).
- Playing an instrument - including percussion, 
flute, violin, viola, cello, string bass, trumpet, 
clarinet, oboe, trombone, horn, or tuba. Email 
Charity Peterson if interested at 
charity@morningsidelutheran.com.
- Joining the kids choir (Grades K and up). 
Children's choir rehearsal will be held during 
regular Sunday School hours. More information 
to come from Amy.

If you are not participating in any way above, 
please consider attending December 21 for this 
wonderful service.

MERCY MEALS:
One of our annual outreach projects, Mercy 
Meals will be held Saturday, November 12 at 
Faith Lutheran Church on Hamilton Boulevard 
from 9:00-11:00AM.

This is a wonderful way to pack meals for the 
Orphan Grain Train. In years past, it was held 
here at Morningside Lutheran, but due to Covid 
restrictions, they are keeping it at one location in 
Sioux City.

There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Station 
in the church foyer if you are interested in 
participating. You must be at least 16 years old or 
accompanied by an adult. Thank you for helping 
be a part of our service to the under privileged!

PASTOR JON 
CELEBRATION:
We will be hosting a 
retirement celebration 
lunch for Pastor Jon 
Gerdts on Sunday, 
December 18 following 
the 10:30AM service. 
More details to come, but 
mark your calendars!
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GIVING TREE:
It has been our church's long-time tradition and 
act of compassion to bring the Joy of Jesus and 
the Spirit of Christmas to individuals and families 
in need.

We ask you to prayerfully consider participating 
in the Comfort & Joy Giving Tree this year from 
November 20 - December 11 by:
     - Selecting an ornament envelope from  
 the Giving Tree in the foyer
     - Purchasing the suggested Walmart or 
 Target gift card
     - Returning the gift card in the ornament 
 envelope to the church office no later than 
 December 11

The gift cards are distributed to many agencies 
around Siouxland including Boys & Girls Home, 
Crittenton Center, Hope Street, Her Health
Women’s Center, Intercultural Ministry, Lutheran 
Services of Iowa, Mid-Step Services, Morningside 
Elementary, Spalding Park Elementary, St Paul’s 
Lutheran School, and Transitional Services of 
Iowa.

Thank you for blessing others in the community 
as God has blessed you!
~ Social Concerns Team

CHRISTMAS CAROLING:
Who is ready to spread some Christmas cheer? If 
that's you, we have the perfect opportunity! We 
invite you to sign up to be a Christmas Caroler at 
the Welcome Station by Sunday, November 27.

Those who sign up will be contacted by Dianna 
Michaelis or Jennica Corporon for more 
information and to be placed in a pre-established 
group with leader.

Your caroling team will communicate and find the 
best time and dates that work for everyone to 
carol between December 4-18. Groups will visit 
approximately 4-5 residences. Blessing bags will 
be provided for each residence you visit. These 
bags will be picked up by your group leader prior 
to the caroling date.

You say you CAN'T SING? We still encourage you 
to sign up and participate in caroling. Groups are 
welcome to simply bring greetings via spoken 
word and instrumentalists are also welcome!

There will not be a caroling potluck this year. For 
further questions, contact Dianna at 274-7562 or 
Jennica at jennica.corporon@yahoo.com.

Brooks Thomas Hair, son of Josh Hair & Alison 
Raasch was brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism. We pray God will bless and guide him 
as he grows in his Christian faith.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
We extend our sympathy to the friends and 
family of Hak Kingkeosouphanh. We pray God 
will continue to comfort them during this time 
of loss.
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PICKLE BALL:
     Gym
     Mondays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Come enjoy this paddle sport, a mix between 
     tennis and badmitton!
COMMITTEE MEETING:
     Wednesday, December 7  |  9:00AM
     Fireside Room
WIGS:
     Wednesday, November 9  |  11:30AM
     Gym
     Dan Bernholtz and crew will prepare and 
     serve lunch in the Gym followed by a 
     presentation by the Sioux City Police K-9 Unit. 
     Cost is $6 and 
     open to all 
     ages. Please  
     RSVP to the 
     church office 
     at 276-2511 
     or sign up 
     between 
     services.

YOUNG AT HEART

  YTD as of  YTD as of  
  10/31/21  10/31/22

Revenue  $852,002   $844,861 
Less Exp:  $(1,022,952)   $(917,489) 
Net:   $(170,950)   $(72,628) 

Finance has been having a busy fall. Our 
September audit went well and we have been 
working hard on the 2023 budget. As we leave 
summer behind and move into fall and winter, 
let us remember this…. 
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God will stand forever.” 
Isaiah 40:8 
   ~Finance Team~ 

BY THE NUMBERS

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF:
In October, 19 churches participated in the 
Lutheran World Relief and Global Health 
Ministries shipments. The trucks were packed 
with 977 quilts, 134 baby care kits, 39 fabric kits, 
299 personal care kits, 590 school kits, 40 pounds 
of soap, 59 blankets, 68.5 pounds of rolled 
bandages, 961 rolled bandages, 24 newborn kits, 
114 pillow cases and 17 twin sheets.

Included in those totals was Morningside 
Lutheran's donation of 150 quilts, 15 fabric kits, 
100 personal care kits, 100 school kits, 40 
receiving blankets, 35 pounds of rolled bandages 
and 21 pillow cases. A special thank you to the 
Morning Glories sewing group and Agape Circle 
for contributing and packing many of the 
supplies sent.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
Join us for Christmas at Morningside Lutheran 
Church on:
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:00PM. This 
service will be choir-led and will include 
candlelight and communion.
Saturday, December 24 at 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, or 
10:00PM. Each service will include the same 
message and have candlelight and communion.
Sunday, December 25 at 9:15AM. Finish your 
Christmas weekend with a wonderful service 
filled with singing and narration.
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Morningside Lutheran Church
700 South Martha Street
Sioux City, Iowa 51106
Address Service Requested
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MAILING LABEL

Noah Ruppert........................................................Lead Pastor
Tom LoVan.........................................................Pastor of Care
Jon Gerdts...............................................Pastor of Evangelism
Paul Peterson.........................................Pastor of Connections
Charity Peterson........................................Director of Worship
Amy Hanson...............Director of Children & Student Ministry
Kathy Ewoldt..................................C & S Ministry Coordinator
McKenzie Matasovsky......................................Office Manager
Jessie Matney................................................Finance Manager
Ariel Clabaugh..................Communication & Media Specialist
Scott Larson..............................................................Custodian
Adam Lang...............................................Assistant Custodian
Corey Enright............................................Assistant Custodian

Phone: 712.276.2511
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com
Web: morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8AM-5PM

CHURCH STAFF: Send in articles before the next deadline on 
Friday, December 2. 

Email mlc@morningsidelutheran.com

CONTACT US


