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Great is Your Faithfulness
Though the storms may come, and the winds may blow 
I'll remain steadfast 
And let my heart learn, when You speak a word 
It will come to pass
Great is Your faithfulness to me 
Great is Your faithfulness to me 
From the rising sun to the setting same 
I will praise Your name 
Great is Your faithfulness to me
Promises (Song by Maverick City Music)

As I reflect on the past year and my transition into a 
career of ministry, these lyrics ring through my mind. 
So much so that I would identify this song as my 
2021-2022 anthem. Some of you were able to hear 
my story at one of the Lent services, but it is one that 
is too good to stop sharing and that I will treasure for 
the rest of my life.

In May of 2021, God placed his call for me to return 
to Morningside Lutheran Church on my heart. You 
see, my parents had shared with me that the Director 
of Student Ministry position was opening and 
encouraged me to apply knowing that I had been 
feeling called to be a youth director. I instantly shut 
down this idea because I had just renewed both my 
housing lease and my teaching contract in Arizona.

Fast forward to July of 2021, and I am finishing up 
a Children’s Ministry internship at a church in Sioux 
Falls. My heart was feeling very heavy because the 
thought of returning to Arizona to continue teaching 
in the public schools just wasn’t right with me. In the 
midst of this heaviness, I felt a pull to look at MLC’s 
church website. There was no way that the job would 
still be open, or so I thought…

When I discovered that the job was still open, I felt 
lead to put the decision into God’s hands. Before I 
knew it, I had submitted my resume and was in the 
midst of a four-step interview process! What a 
whirlwind this was, especially since I was supposed to 
be returning to Arizona in August!

After completing the interview process, I was offered 
the job! This was so exciting, but made it feel like the 
decision had fallen back on me. In the midst of the 
excitement and overwhelming circumstances, I was 
able to take a step back. Taking a step back and 
reflecting on the steps that had brought me to this 
job offer helped me to feel encouraged of God’s 
faithfulness. He had kept this job open, he had 
gotten me through lengthy interviews, and he had 
given me hope when my heart was heavy.

Within my nine months of being here, I have 
continued to witness God’s faithfulness in my 
personal life, in my development as a professional, 
and in the ministry as God continues to equip me to 
bring students and families into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

Really, the most exciting part of all, is the anticipation 
and knowledge that his promises and his faithfulness 
are never-ending. He is not finished with me yet, and 
certainly still has work to do through Children’s and 
Student Ministry here at MLC.

As summer approaches, the Children’s Ministry team 
and Student Ministry team are looking forward to 
witnessing God’s faithfulness in the many plans that 
we have. The Children’s Ministry team will host 
Vacation Bible School from June 13 – June 16 and 
encourage students to attend different camps in 
Okoboji throughout the summer. The Student 
Ministry team is excited to have about 13 students 
attend the LCMC Youth Event in Des Moines, IA and 
to have many more students attend different camps 
in Okoboji throughout the summer. Both of these 
teams also encourage you to keep your eyes open for 
the many local family events that we will host for all 
ages throughout the summer months!

Blessings and many thanks to you for your support of 
Children and Student Ministry!

Peace and blessings,
Amy Hanson
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DROP ZONE NIGHT:
Join us for Drop Zone Family Night on 
Wednesday, May 18 from 5:00-7:00PM to 
celebrate the year - it's free! Every jumper must 
have a waiver form signed by a legal guardian at 
dropzoneffc.com. If you already have Drop Zone 
socks, please bring them with!

MORNINGSIDE DAYS PARADE:
The parade this year is Thursday, May 19, 2022 
with line up beginning at 5:30PM. We are asking 
for candy donations and those willing to walk 
alongside us. Please drop off candy donations to 
the office by Sunday, May 15 or let us know if you 
are able to walk!

SMALL GROUPS:
Have you ever wondered if there is a way to be 
more connected with your church family? Well, 
we want to help facilitate that. Join Pastor Paul 
on May 25 at 6:00PM in the Sanctuary for a time 
of training and encouragement for how to form 
small groups here at Morningside. If you have 
questions beforehand give Pastor Paul a call or 
send him an email. 

PARADE INFO

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Our summer worship hours begin on Sunday, 
June 12 through August 21. Check out the times 
to worship with us below!

8:30AM Traditional Worship On-Campus

10:30AM Worship at the River Off-Campus at the 
Anderson Dance Pavilion on Larsen Park Road

TBD Intercultural Worship On-Campus
 The Intercultural Service will join the 
 10:30AM service at the river on the 4th  
 Sunday of each summer month.

Please note that the nursery is not offered during 
summer worship hours. Quiet bags and activities 
will be available for children at all services.

WORSHIP AT THE RIVER:
What includes beautfiul weather, great worship 
and lots of community? Worship at the River! 
Join us at the Anderson Dance Pavilion on Larsen 
Park Road from June 12-August 21 each Sunday 
at 10:30AM.

Bring a chair, some coffee, spread out and 
worship alongside those in the Siouxland 
community. Invite your friends and family!

To opt-in to weather related announcements and 
other updates about Worship at the River, text 
@mlcriver to the number 81010 or visit 
rmd.at/mlcriver to download the Remind app.
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JOYFUL NOISE:
Morningside Lutheran Church invites any and 
all musicians for an open jam session call Joyful 
Noise. Our goal is to provide a facility to 
Siouxland Community Musicians who have a 
passion for music and want to explore creativity 
with others. This is open to singers and 
instrumentalists, who are proficient in their 
instrument and want to indulge in a variety of 
musical genres. The church is able to provide a 
large gathering space along with piano, 
keyboard, drums, miscellaneous percussion 
instruments and an excellent sound system, all at 
no charge.

Whether you have 5 years of experience or 20, 
we encourage you to check out what Joyful 
Noise is all about! It is not a competition or a 
place to learn your craft, but a weekly jam session 
to play and sing for your enjoyment. Joyful Noise 
meets on Tuesday nights from 6:00-8:00PM. Sign 
up at morningsidelutheran.com under the events 
tab. Questions? Call the church at 712-276-2511. 
Come and join in the fun!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Save the date! VBS will be June 13-16, 2022 
with the theme Anchored in Hope! Preschool will 
meet from 9:00-11:00AM and K-5 will meet from 
9:00-2:00PM. Registration forms can be found 
online or in the church office. These must be 
returned as hard copies or emailed to Amy.

We are also in need of many volunteers to make 
this week happen! If you are able to give your 
time, please contact Amy as soon as possible.

SUMMER CHOIR:
It's not too late to join choir for the year! Contact 
Nathan Kitrell or Charity Peterson to get email 
updates join us any of the following dates as we 
move into our summer schedule.
Rehearsals -
Thursday, May 5  |  6:00-7:15PM
Thursday, May 12  |  6:00-7:15PM

TBD summer rehearsals a week before 
performing during the following services:
Sunday, May 8  |  8:00 & 9:30AM Services
Sunday, June 26  |  8:30AM Service
Sunday, July 24  |  8:30AM Service
Sunday, August 21  |  10:30AM Service

Even if you are not able to attend all rehearsals or 
Sunday performances, choir is still open to you! 
Please let us know what you can participate in.

Luke Robert Larson, son of Matt and Cassie 
Larson was brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism on April 24, 2022. Sponsors for Luke 
were Nicole Young and Michael Byrne. We pray 
God will bless and guide him as he grows in his 
Christian faith.

We extend our sympathy to Marilyn Anderson 
& Family on the loss of Jim Anderson. We pray 
God will continue to comfort them during this 
time of loss.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
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PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
After much prayer, discernment, and discussion, 
the Church Council of Vision and Administration 
(CCVA) have reached a decision to no longer 
offer preschool programming after this current 
school year ends.

This was a difficult decision to make after the 
long history of Morningside Lutheran providing 
space for a preschool program for our 
congregation families and the community. 
However, multiple factors were considered and 
ultimately, it was determined the time has come 
to close this program.

The Morningside Preschool is a separate entity 
from Morningside Lutheran Church. A significant 
portion of the preschool funding is provided 
through the Preschool Initiative state program, 
and unfortunately any time during the preschool 
session that delivers programming associated 
with the Bible or religious teachings is 
excluded from funding. This unfunded time has 
been absorbed by MLC. In order to maintain the 
integrity of a Christian Preschool, MLC would 
have to begin budgeting the costs, and 
significantly raising preschool tuition in order to 
cover costs such as staff salaries, supplies, etc. 
The CCVA has determined that we are not in a 
position to absorb the finances necessary in 
running a Christian Preschool.

We do thank Julie Larson (Director) and Mandy 
Brodersen (Lead Teacher) for their dedication 
to children’s education throughout the years. A 
word from Julie:

The school year has flown by and in just a short 
while the last day will be here. The end of the 
school year is always so bittersweet. It is 
rewarding to look back and see how much our 
students have grown; physically, academically, 
socially, and spiritually, but sad to realize that 
they will be moving on and we will no longer 
get to share in their stories, laughter, struggles, 
embraces, and smiles. Change can be hard, but 
often necessary for greater growth.

This year will be even more difficult as the CCVA 
has made the decision to close the preschool. 
Mrs. Brodersen and I are grateful for the past 
years we were able to work together and for all 
the wonderful families we have been privileged 
to serve. We also appreciate the support that 
our church members have showered us with. The 
preschool program would never have lasted over 
50 years without you! We will move on to new 
adventures, but will never forget the love and 
fulfillment we have received in our time at 
Morningside Lutheran Preschool.

Please keep family and students in your prayers 
as they make other arrangements for next year. 
We thank you for your support throughout the 
years and look forward to how the Lord continues 
to lead this congregation.

Sincerely,
Church Council of Vision and Administration
Morningside Lutheran Church



PICKLE BALL:
     Gym
     Mondays  |  8:30-10:30AM
     Tuesdays  |  2:00-4:00PM
     Thursdays  |  7:00-9:00PM
     Fridays  |  8:30-10:30AM
LITTER PICK-UP:
     Friday, May 27  |  10:00AM
     Meet at the church.
SERVE COFFEE:
     Volunteer to serve coffee between services on 
     Sunday, May 29.
COMITTEE MEETING:
     Wednesday, June 1  |  8:00AM
     Meet in the Youth Lounge on the lower level.

JUNE TRIP:
     Thursday, June 23
     We will be traveling to Hawarden, Iowa on 
     Thursday, June 23. Our first stop will be to the 
     new Rooster's Steak House that is serving a 
     delicious lunch by Central Cafe. After lunch 
     we will be visiting the historical Caliope 
     Village, the first county seat in Plymouth 
     County.  We will have a personally guided 
     tour through the various buildings and hear 
     the interesting and funny stories about this 
     early settlement.  If you have never visited this 
     unique location on the North side of 
     Hawarden, you are in for a very special 
     experience.  Mark this date on your calendar 
     and watch for other details in June.
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YOUNG AT HEARTMINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
ALPHA AT THE MISSION:
Morningside Lutheran has a long-standing 
relationship with the Gospel Mission. In January, 
we upped our commitment to the men at the 
Mission by delivering the Alpha class on Monday 
and Tuesday nights over six consecutive weeks.

Alpha is a course for people who are 
interested in learning more about Christianity. It 
covers twelve essential topics, such as “Who is 
Jesus?” or “Why and how do I pray?” Each 
session at the Gospel Mission involved a snack 
(Oreos were a hit), a brief video that triggers 
small group discussion, and time to build 
relationships.

We had approximately thirty-five men each night. 
Over the twelve sessions, we got to be on 
first-name basis with many of the men and had 
the opportunity to pray for many of them.

We were very pleased with the feedback we got 
from the men. They found the Alpha videos very 
engaging, fun, and thought-provoking. They 
appreciated our commitment to bring them the 
Gospel Message.

We had a team of six people from Morningside 
who were blessed by their participation. Initially, 
the six week commitment seemed pretty 
overwhelming, but the group had a lot of fun 
serving at the Mission. When the Holy Spirit is 
involved in your work, it is usually a lot of fun. We 
had discussions with the men that we will never 
forget.

We also want to thank Thrivent for financially 
supporting the expenses for Alpha at the 
Mission. Outreach like this cannot happen 
without the generosity of others, such as theirs.

The Gospel Mission has asked us to bring Alpha 
back sometime this fall. We also may have the 
opportunity to deliver the course to the women 
who are staying in a Gospel Mission facility.

~ Evangelism Team



6

 Budget          YTD 3/31/21        YTD 3/31/22

    Revenue       $265,218                $262,259
    Less Exp.       $(273,244)              $(278,772)

    Net                    $(8,026)                 $(16,513)

BY THE NUMBERS

LIBRARY CHANGES:
Our church library has served us well over the 
years. As we move into the summer you will 
notice changes to that room primarily, the 
removal of our collection of books to transform 
the room into a prayer room. We are inviting 
everyone to come explore the collection of 
books and take any that are meaningful to them. 
The deadline for book removal will be May 31 - 
at that point we will donate any remaining books. 

Thank you to all who have cared for our library 
and checked out books over the years! We are 
excited to see this space transform into a 
peaceful prayer room for all people. 
~ Pastor Paul

SENIOR SUNDAY:
All graduating seniors and their families are 
invited to attend worship on Sunday, May 22 to 
be congratulated on this life acheivement. At the 
end of service, each student is invited to pick 
out a handmade quilt as a gift from the Morning 
Glories and Morningside Lutheran Church. Please 
contact the church office if your senior is not able 
to attend the service and would like a quilt.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s Bible study will begin a 
new session May 12. The group meets from 
9:00-11:00AM in the Kitchen Lounge each 
Thursday morning.  Beginning May 12, we will 
start a 7-week study by Jennifer Rothchild 
entitled Take Courage: A Study of Haggai.

Do you ever feel like the happy ending of your 
story is a million miles away? Then you know how 
the Jewish people felt when they returned to 
their wrecked land after exile and began 
rebuilding the temple. They were distracted, 
discouraged, and ready to throw in the towel. But 
the prophet Haggai reminded them they could 
find courage in the God who had never left them.
 Sometimes the landscapes of our lives feel 
wrecked, with our hope and purpose in 
shambles. We too get distracted and 
discouraged. However, God’s presence and 
promises give us courage to press on and trust 
Him with our story. In this 7-session study on the 
Book of Haggai, learn to walk confidently in your 
calling, stay motivated despite opposition, and 
courageously invest your life in God’s purposes, 
trusting Him for results you may never see in this 
lifetime.
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The CCVA wishes to thank the staff of 
Morningside Lutheran and many other volunteers 
for the wonderful job during Lent, Holy Week 
and the services on Easter Sunday. From the 
greeters, ushers, parking attendants - thank you 
so much for volunteering. One highlight from 
Holy Week was having the 4th graders take their 
first communion on Maundy Thursday; these 
children were very blessed, and we learned 
something also about the 4 cups from Pastor Jon. 

Thank you to Nathan Kitrell, the choir and all 
instrumentalists and musicians. You are all 
amazing. We are blessed to have so many 
beautiful voices in our congregation. Charity, you 
and your team always seem to pick the right 
music to bring worship to life. 

Thank you to Joann Schaefer and her team for 
all the hard work they put into the weeks of Lent 
leading up to Holy Week and Easter. I do not 
think the Church looked any more beautiful as 
it did and Easter Sunday you outdid yourselves. 
You are such a blessing to our church and we 
cannot begin to tell you how much we appreciate 
you and your creativeness.

Thank you to Pastors Noah, Tom, Jon and Paul. 
God has blessed us with all of you. The message 
of Easter never gets old and as Pastor Noah said 
Easter is every day - we are alive because he died 
and rose again for us. 

Thank you to the Hospitality Team for the 
coffee and cookies. The coffee bar and 
welcoming smiles are always a great way to meet 
and greet new visitors and current members 
every Sunday. Thank you and your team for being 
there week after week and making sure that 
everyone feels welcome.

Thank you to Amy. The Easter Egg Hunt was a 
great success with lots of children. We love your 
passion for the Lord, the children and teens. You 
are amazing with the work you do every week. 
God knew he needed to bring you back home 
and for that we are very grateful.

Thank you to McKenzie and Ariel for all you do to 
make Sundays and the everyday work go without 
a hitch, we cannot thank you enough.

Thank you to Scott and MeGann. You always 
keep our building and the grounds beautiful 
throughout the year. We are grateful for you.

Thank you to those who helped with Spring 
Clean Up. It is always nice to clean away the old 
and get ready for the new. We are so grateful to 
have so many who are willing to jump in and get 
the job done, including Young at Heart and Hope 
Street who came this year.

If I have forgotten someone please forgive me. 
We have so many who give of their time and 
talents, from answering the phone, sewing quilts 
or just working around the church Thank you. 
Anyone who is interested in helping, which is 
always needed, please call the office.

Morningside Lutheran will always be a beacon on 
the hill, that all are welcome in the Lord's house.

Thank you again, for all who made this Easter 
Season such a blessing for all of us.

In Christ,
Linda Urick
CCVA President

THANK YOU'S

Thank you for the cards and prayers given for 
Ardie during her recent knee surgery. We also 
would like to thank you for prayers for Mark's 
daughter in Arkansas who had a recent trans-
plant. Both are doing very well. It's difficult to put 
into words our appreciation for all the support 
you have shown us over the past few months. 
Blessings to you all,
Mark & Ardie Nixa
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CHURCH STAFF:

Send in articles before the next deadline on 
Friday, May 27. Email 

mlc@morningsidelutheran.com

CONTACT US

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST:
We are looking for a part-time Choir Accompanist. 
Desired skills include piano competency, sight reading, 
SATB part playing and piano accompanist, a positive, 
flexible attitute, follows directions and works well with 
others. They pay is $60 per rehearsal and $60 per 
service. Hours include (but may change) Thursday from 
6:00-7:30PM each week and Sunday at the 8:00, 9:30 
&/or 11:00AM service. You can expect approximately 
4 rehearsals and 4 services (2 Sundays) a month. If you 
are interested please direct calls or emails to Charity at 
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com


