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Never Beyond Reach

“ I may falter in my steps, but never beyond your 
reach.” 

         As I sit and write these words to you today, the 
lyrics of an old familiar Rich Mullins song speak to my 
heart. I also find myself  looking out my window to see 
the remains of hopefully our last major snow event of 
the year. It seems this winter has reminded us of how 
spoiled we’ve been the last couple of years when it 
comes to snow totals and if you are like me, you are 
ready for warmer days and the new life spring brings. I 
think this promise of new life in the spring is one of the 
reasons I enjoy our season of Lent so much. Lent 
reminds us that the cold darkness of winter will soon 
be cast aside by the warm light of Spring. But we can’t 
get to the warmth without journeying through the last 
moments of cold and darkness. 

         Journeys are measured in the steps we take. The 
funny thing about steps is that they count both when 
you go forward and when you go backward. So often 
in our success-driven culture, we get life so mixed up 
that we start to believe if we step backward in our 
journey, somehow we are not being successful or 
“winning.” For followers of Jesus, we are called to 
reject that way of thinking. The way of following Jesus 
requires us to notice when we might be falling into old 
ways of living or thinking,  repent of them, and then 
move on with the journey Jesus has sent us on. Lent 
allows us time to slow down and examine ourselves 
and to allow God to examine us as King David points 
out in Psalm 139, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point 
out anything in me that offends you and lead me along 
the path of everlasting life.” 

As I examine my own Lent journey, I can’t help but feel 
the calling to shift my focus from myself back to Christ 
because He proves himself again and again to be the 
one who frees us and gives us ultimate victory.  And 
what is this ultimate victory you ask? We find the 
answer in the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:55-57, 
“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?” For sin is the sting that results in death, 
and the law gives sin its power. But thank God! He 
gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Jesus’ death on the cross demonstrates 
the length God was willing to go to set us free from 
the sin that so easily entangles us, and ultimately 
death. The cross this Lent season is a reminder that no 
matter where our journeys take us, forward or 
backward, high or low, we are never beyond the 
reach of a loving God who calls us to follow him. 

God’s peace be with you all,
Pastor Paul 
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LENT SEASON:
The Lenten season is such a powerful season in 
which we 1) ask for forgiveness and turn away 
from our selfish desires and sin that can easily 
entangle us, 2) be cleaned and renewed by the 
power of Christ because of His death and 
resurrection, and 3) a time to respond in joy for 
the salvation we find in Christ! This is not a season 
in which we undergo alone, yet we walk through 
this together, as the body of believers. 

Join us in worship this Lenten season on 
Wednesday evenings. Our dinner starts at 
5:30pm, with a service at 6:30pm. This is a time to 
come together and turn our eyes towards Jesus as 
we ponder this season. These services will include 
drama, testimony and times of personal reflection.

FACEBOOK:
Like and follow us on Facebook (Morningside Lutheran 
Church) to stay up to date on all things MLC. You can find 
previous services, weather information, ministry area 
update and more! 

HOLY WEEK:
Please join us for the following dates and times of 
Holy Week:
Palm Sunday, April 2  |  8:00, 9:15, 10:30AM & 

2:00PM (Intercultural) 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 |  6:30PM
Good Friday, April 7  |  12:00 & 6:30PM 
Easter Services:
Saturday, April 8  |  6:30PM
Sunday, April 9  |  7:00, 9:00, 10:30AM

SOUP AND SANDWICH SUPPERS:
During the weeks of Lent, we will provide a soup and 
sandwich supper between 5:30-6:30PM in the Gym. 
There will be kid-friendly options available. Monetary 
donations are welcome to cover the cost. Please join 
us for this great time of fellowship before worship 
each Wednesday!

SPRING PLANTS:
The Decorating Team invites you to contribute to the 
celebration of the Easter Season by donating $15 
toward the purchase of a spring plant. The plants will 
be displayed throughout the foyer and Sanctuary 
leading up to and on Easter. Please fill out a form if 
you would like to memorialize the plant in any way. 
Forms can be found at the Information Desk. Orders 
are due to the church office by Wednesday, March 
20.
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Budget          YTD 2/28/22        YTD 2/28/23

Revenue       $168,090 $172,316

Less Exp. $(174,133) $(198,164)

Net $(6,043) $(25,848)

BY THE NUMBERS

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

Our Church Council 
of Vision & 
Administration 
(CCVA)  is working to 
be more intentional 
about understanding 
our congregation 
through our members. 

Please participate in 
this research by 
scanning the QR code 
or following the 

EASTER EGG HUNT:
Save the date for our Outdoor Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 1 at 10:00AM! This is a great 
opportunity for families with children in 5th grade and 
younger. No registration necessary and more details 
will be coming soon. Contact Amy if you have any 
questions! amy@morningsidelutheran.com

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE DONATIONS:

Sleep in Heavenly Peace is an organization of 
volunteers dedicated to building, assembling, and 
delivering top-notch bunk beds to children and 
families in need. The goal is to have no children in 
Siouxland sleeping on the floor. So far, 612 beds have 
been delivered in our community, but the need is still 
great. 

To support this ministry partner, please visit the egg 
giving tree in the foyer. Select the paper out of one of 
the eggs to purchase, and bring the product back to 
the church. 

Donations are due by April 1.

Finance has started paying out some of our missions 
and benevolence after the budget approval. It is 
wonderful to see how these funds are being used. 
These missions are so thankful to our congregation. 

"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver."       –2 Corinthians 9:6-8

-The Finance Team

website URL below to answer the question: 
If you could describe Morningside Lutheran Church as a 
person, what word(s) or phrases would you use? 
All responses will be received anonymously.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJSZPF2



PICKLE BALL: 
Gym
Mondays  | 9:00-11:000AM      
Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:000AM       
Thursdays  |  9:00-11:000AM   

COMITTEE MEETING:
Fireside Room

Wednesday, April 5  |  9:00AM

WIGS - Wednesday Inspirational Group for Seniors: 
Gym
Wednesday, April 12 |  11:30AM
Lunch will begin at 11:30 AM followed by a 
program by Melissa Nelson from Morningside 
University. Melissa will share updates on the 
new green house and and 
Ag-              Science program. 

Please make reservations        
by Monday, April 10. Sign      
up between services or call  
the church office.
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YOUNG AT HEART

USHERS AND GREETERS:
Did you know on a Sunday, we welcome over 500 
people into our building? Amazing! We want 
everyone to have a welcoming experience at MLC. To 
do this, we are growing our usher and greeter team. 
This is an easy way to share your gifts and meet new 
people. Plus, it's a small time commitment - you can 
choose once a month, or once every other month! 

Interested? Please contact Suzy. 
mlc@morningisdelutherna.com or 712-276-2511

YOU'RE INVITED TO EASTER BREAKFAST!
Please join us for breakfast on Sunday, April 9, for 
breakfast in the gym. There is a free will offering, and 
all proceeds will support our students on their mission 
trip this summer. 

Middle school and high school students have an 
opportunity to travel to Rapid City, South Dakota from 
July 5 - July 9 to participate in a mission trip that will be 
led by Youthworks. If your student is interested, 
please reach out to amy@morningsidelutheran.com. 

MILITARY RITES:
Attention Morningside Lutheran Veterans: If you or 
your family would like to have military rites 
performed at your memorial services, you may 
contact Alvin Kay, Service Officer for Morningside 
American Legion Post 697, at 712-490-1654.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY:
Throughout our Wednesday Lent service, our 
Children's Ministry will be guided through a series 
called To the Cross as they look at moments that 
Jesus lived out before and after his death on the 
cross. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Beckett Faye Norby,  daughter of Zane and Ashley 
Norby, was brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism. 
We pray God will bless and guide her as she grows 
in their Christian faith.

We extend our sympathy to the family and 
friends of Ida Backhaus, Darrell Lieber, Bob 
Hansen. We pray God will continue to comfort 
them during this time of loss.

CHILDEN'S MINISTRY:
This month students are learning that God's truths 
never change, but Jesus changes everything — 
including us! 

STUDENT MINISTRY:
During Lent students will join the congregation for  
Wednesday services. 

Send in articles before the next deadline on 
Friday, April 1. 
Email: mckenzie@morningsidelutheran.com

Phone: 712.276.2511
Email: mlc@morningsidelutheran.com 
Web: morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

CONTACT US

SPRING CLEAN UP:
Join the property team at 8:00am on April 1st at we 
freshen up our grounds for spring and summer. 

To sign up, contact McKenzie 712-276-2511 or 
mckenzie@monringsidelutheran.com 

Please feel free to bring any yard tools (rakes, etc.).

Feel good about recycling cans, glass, and plastic in 
the Hope Redemption Trailer in the parking lot. 
Hope Redemption Center is a local non-profit that 
encourages and mentors struggling addicts. 
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