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Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.”

It is a pleasure to introduce myself to this church. My 
name is Jessica Matney, Jessie for short. As many of 
you know, I accepted the position of Finance 
Manager a few months ago. I know that this is a big 
role to fill after Barb Baker retired and I feel very 
fortunate to fulfill this position. Barb has made me 
feel so welcome and has been a wonderful, kind, 
encouraging, and patient teacher as I learn all there is 
to know about this position. She will be missed!

Before taking on the Finance Manager position, I 
was working as the assistant for the Children’s and 
Student Ministry with Amy Hanson and enjoyed that 
immensely. Amy is a wonderful director and teacher 
and her love for her position and our church shows. 
I have volunteered here at Morningside Lutheran for 
3 years now with the Sunday School program. I enjoy 
teaching our children about the love that Jesus has 
for them and bringing them closer to Him. This has 
brought me so much joy!

I am originally from Albert Lea, Minnesota, but I have 
called Sioux City my home for 18 years. I am lucky to 
be married to my wonderful husband, Nick. We have 
been together for 17 years and have been married 
for almost 9 years. We are blessed with three 
beautiful children, Bella (16), Cameron (8), and Cruz 
(5). Our kids keep us very busy. Throughout the year, 
we have many different activities they are a part of. 
Right now, we are enjoying a summer of swimming, 
baseball, summer camp, and a trip to Texas to watch 
our daughter, Bella compete in the national TSA 
competition for her cyber security class at Sergeant 
Bluff High School. Her group competed at the state 
level this spring and brought home first place! We are 
very proud of all our children.

We live on an acreage right on the outskirts of town. 
This has been a blessing to be able to raise our 
chickens and for me to grow vegetables in the 
summer months. We currently have 13 chickens and 
plan to get more soon. It is something our family 
enjoys very much.

My husband and I got married here at Morningside 
Lutheran Church in 2013 and all our children have 
been baptized here. Cameron attended the 
preschool here and Bella was also confirmed here in 
2020. My husband’s family has strong ties to 
Morningside Lutheran Church. His mom, Nicola and 
Ed (may they rest in peace) were members of the 
church for many years, so it is no surprise how much I 
feel at home here.

Before accepting this position here at Morningside 
Lutheran, I had no plans on coming back to work. I 
had worked in the Finance Department as an 
accountant at Mercy Medical Center before we had 
our youngest son, Cruz. Once we had him, I decided 
to stay home with him and Cameron until they were 
well into their elementary years. I was lucky to stay 
home with Bella as well and wanted to do the same 
for our boys.

Continued on page 3...
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN JULY:
We will be offering a Wednesday night worship 
service every Wednesday night in July at 6:00PM. 
This service is a great opportunity to gather in 
worship if you are going to be gone on the 
weekends. The service will last between 45-50 
minutes and will include a time of singing, 
praying and going through the book of 
Ephesians. Don’t miss these four weeks of 
gathering in community as we grow in our 
understanding of true unity that comes through 
knowing Christ our Lord.

Hesitant to come because you have young 
children? Don't worry! There will be quiet activity 
bags available for youth and the nursery will be 
open and staffed.

Budget          YTD 5/31/21        YTD 5/31/22

Revenue       $456,680 $446,275
Less Exp.       $(537,761)            $(466,485)

Net                   $(81,081) $(20,190)

BY THE NUMBERS

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Now through August 21 -
8:30AM Traditional Worship On-Campus
10:30AM Worship at the River at the Anderson
Dance Pavilion on Larsen Park Road
To opt-in to weather related announcements and 
other updates about Worship at the River, text 
@mlcriver to the number 81010.
11:30AM Intercultural Worship On-Campus

This service will join Worship at the River  
on the 4th Sunday of each summer month.

PICKLE BALL:
     Gym
     Mondays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     A great game to learn or play for all ages - get 
     your heart rate up and enjoy this paddle 
     sport, a mix between tennis and badmitton!
LITTER PICK-UP:
     Friday, July 29  |  10:00AM
     Meet at the church.
COMMITTEE MEETING:
     Wednesday, July 6  |  9:00AM     
     Wednesday, August 3  |  9:00AM
EXPLORERS BASEBALL GAME AND 
TAILGATE:
     Sunday, July 31  |  2:00PM
     Enjoy a fun afternoon at a baseball game! The  
     game begins at 4:00PM but we will meet 
     earlier to tailgate. The cost for food and a 
     ticket is $10.00 per person. This is a great 
     event open to all ages - so bring the kids and 
     grandkids!
     Sign up at the church after services or call the 
     church office if you plan to come.

YOUNG AT HEART
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JOYFUL NOISE:
Morningside Lutheran Church invites any and 
all musicians for an open jam session call Joyful 
Noise. Our goal is to provide a facility to 
Siouxland Community Musicians who have a 
passion for music and want to explore creativity 
with others. This is open to singers and 
instrumentalists, who are proficient in their 
instrument and want to indulge in a variety of 
musical genres. 

Joyful Noise meets on the last Thursday of each 
month from 6:00-8:00PM. Sign up at 
morningsidelutheran.com under the events tab.

Rocker McCoy Herbold, son of Robert &
Grace Herbold, Riley Sue Reffitt, daughter
of Brandon & Kathryn Johnson, Jack Norman 
Johnson, son of Brandson & Kathryn Johnson
and Elliette Klya Belle Bloomfield, daughter
of Adam & Kamri Bloomfield were brought to 
the Lord in Holy Baptism. We pray God will 
bless and guide them as they grow in their 
Christian faith.

We extend our sympathy to the families of 
Shirley Hustrulid, Kara Scholl, Holly Lieber
and Bounma Souryasack. We pray God will
continue to comfort them during this time of 
loss.

Allison Mohr & Tanner Francksen-Small, 
Allison Fisher & David Sponder and Megan 
Krei & Kaleb Haner were joined in marriage.
We pray these couples will be blessed during 
their lives together.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Continued from front page...
Once I started getting more involved here at our 
church and got to know the wonderful leaders 
and staff that we have here, I saw the position for 
the assistant to the Children and Student Ministry 
Director and felt called to it. I loved this position 
very much, but I was sitting in church one Sunday 
and saw the Finance Manager position on the 
announcements and I knew God was calling for 
me to do it. That announcement was for me. I 
knew it and felt it in my heart. The rest is history!

Change is hard. Especially for me. I like to know 
what is ahead and it’s difficult for me when the 
road curves in a different direction. One thing 
I know, is that God will be right there with me 
through all the changes in my life. He knows my 
heart and what’s best for me. I have learned in 
this process to really lean into His word and He 
will lead the way. I want to personally thank each 
one of you who has taken the time to make me 
feel welcome here!

With love,
Jessie Matney
Finance Manager

BIBLE READING MARATHON:
The 7th Annual Iowa 99 County Bible Reading 
Marathon hosted by Yasha Ministry will take place 
Saturday, July 9. You are welcome to sign up for 
a time slot between 7:00-4:00PM by calling the 
church office.

Sign up is for a 30 minute slot to read Bible 
passages outside the Woodbury County 
Courthouse. By the end of the day, the entire 
Bible will be read. This is open to all ages.
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TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST:
TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) weekend is a 
great way to add some fun to your childs 
summer and grow in their faith at the same 
time! The next interdenominational weekend 
will be held July 29-31 at Morningside 
Lutheran Church. For more information and 
registration visit siouxlandtec.com

LUTHERAN MEN UPDATE:
Thank you to all of the Lutheran Men (and 
Women) who have renewed their 
memberships or become a member in the 
Lutheran Mission Fund Drive. We have not 
yet reached our goal of 100 Buck-a-Month 
members or 30 Committee memberships, but 
there is still time.

The funds donated are used to support new 
mission churches in LCMC. Please feel free to 
use the forms and envelopes in the foyer 
anytime and leave them in the Sunday 
offering plates or bring to the church office 
during the week. Let us be Disciples for the 
Lord. If you have any additional questions, 
please direct them to Jerry Houpt.

Thanks again for your support,
Lutheran Men Committee

I want to recap some talking points that were 
shared with you in a quarterly update of our 
finances. I have heard many of your 
surprised reactions when we shared that it costs 
over $20,000/weekend to open our doors. It 
shocked me too! While we talk about that 
number, it's really not about the building but 
instead, about supporting the worship and 
teaching, the encouragement and healing, the 
love and blessings that take place every day, 
and the ministries and staff that oversee and 
lead those efforts that help support our mission: 
to bring people into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, which results in changing lives and a 
commitment to follow His example. 

I cannot stress this enough: your consistent 
commitment to giving is so necessary to 
strengthen the ministry God lays before us. If 
you have not yet made a consistent monthly 
commitment to giving, please do. Whether it’s 
$5 or $500, when you financially invest in the 
local church, you invest in God’s Kingdom work 
in our neighborhoods.

Three simple ways to give: 
    - Give a recurring gift online at https://morn-
ingsidelutheran.breezechms.com/give/online 
     - Write a check out to “Morningside 
Lutheran Church”. You can mail the check or 
bring it in each week during a worship service. 
    - Cash (for tax deduction purposes - place 
the cash in an envelope with your name on it) 

It is a pleasure to serve and commit alongside 
each one of you! Praise God for all He is doing. 
Let’s see Him open the floodgates of blessing 
to this community! “Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it.” – 
Malachi 3:10 

Thanks,
Lead Pastor Noah Ruppert

YOUR INVESTMENT



5

Looking for some kid-friendly summer activities?
Check out the events hosted by Sioux City Parks and Recreation!

PARKS AND REC

August 20 Jungle Cruise  Firehouse Bararrerdrmmmmm
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