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Twists and Turns

This is a strange winter. There’s little snow, at least 
in the Sioux City Metro, and the temperatures 
have been all over the place. I remember dressing 
for what I thought was going to be a warmer 
winter day, not realizing the temperatures were 
supposed to drop. Well, by evening, I was not 
dressed appropriately. Sometimes the opposite 
happens and I bundle up for frigid morning 
temperatures only to find myself  uncomfortably 
warm in the afternoon. What’s a guy to do? 
Become an obsessed forecast checker, I suppose. 
Gone are days of  thinking it’s January, so the 
temps will be low. Thank you, climate change. I 
never really know what’s coming at me.

However, when I stop to think about life in 
general, I have to ask myself, do I EVER know 
what’s coming at me? Think about it. When was 
the last time you had a fender bender and said to 
yourself, “Well, I’ve known that was coming for a 
couple of  days.” Life is full of  sudden twists and 
turns. Sometimes, they’re wonderful, like finding 
$20 on the street and sometimes, they are not, like 
the aforementioned auto mishap.

You know the old Yiddish saying, “Man plans, and 
God laughs.” Scripture frequently reminds us that 
we don’t know what tomorrow or even the rest of  
the day, will bring us. Two of  the more obvious 
are:

Proverbs 27:1 says Do not boast about tomorrow for you 
do not know what a day may bring.

And in Chapter 4 of  James, the apostle writes, 
13Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make money. 14Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow."

But we do try as best we can to minimize the 
possibilities of  bad stuff happening. For example, 
childproofing our homes, wearing helmets when 
biking and sunscreen when sunning, eating healthy 
foods, avoiding dangerous situations and 
purchasing various kinds of  insurance. When 
those less than wonderful surprises inevitably 
happen, as Christians we know that God will see 
us through. After the initial terrible feelings, we 
gather our thoughts, call upon our Lord and 
Savior, and we do overcome.

Brothers and Sisters, today I remind you that 
while we cannot know what is coming, whether it 
is a surprise cold snap or the loss of  a loved one, 
we CAN know that God has our back and will see 
us safely through. Amen.

Pastor Tom LoVan
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CONE PARK:
The annual Cone Park Night for Student and Children 
Ministries will be on Wednesday, February 9 from 
6:00-9:00PM. Come out and enjoy a free night of  
tubing with family and friends! All are welcome - bring 
a friend and meet us at Cone Park (3800 Line Drive) 
for a great night. Note there is a charge for concession 
stand items and a $3 charge for ice skate rentals.

ROOTED:
We have decided to postpone Rooted until Thursday, 
February 17 from 6:30-8:00PM. Rooted is a 10-week 
experience where people practive 7 rhythms essential 
to a healthy relationship with Jesus. Individuals 
establish firm roots in the Truth of  God's Word 
through personal study and then come together to 
discuss what they're learning in a safe space. Please 
connect with Pastor Paul if  interested in Rooted.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT SEASON:
We hope you can join us for the Lent Season starting 
with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, March 2. We 
encourage you to join us for a meal in the Gym 
between 5:30-6:30PM and move to the Sanctuary for 
worship at 6:30PM. The nursery will be available if  
needed. Communion and the distribution of  ashes will 
be offered at the worship service.

During the following weeks of  Lent, we will provide a 
meal between 5:30-6:30PM in the Gym followed by 
worship from 6:30-8:00PM each Wednesday night. 
Middle school and high school students will break off 
at 7:05PM for small group time. Monetary donations 
are welcome to help cover the cost of  meals. There 
will be activities available for children PK-5th grade 
and the nursery will be opened and staffed. We want to 
emphasize these Wednesday nights are for all ages and 
we hope you can join us.

NOTES:
Are you looking for a way to connet with other 
wonderful people? Help staff the coffee station one 
Sunday a month. This is a great way to help serve 
while connecting on a Sunday morning. Get more 
details from Pastor Paul today! 
paulpeterson@morningsidelutheran.com

Do you have a favorite coffee mug or cup? Bring it to 
church with you! We are struggling to purchase coffee 
cups for our coffee station due to supply shortages. 
So if  you have a travel mug that you love, please help 
by bringing it with you on Sundays! Need one? Give 
a suggested donation of  $5 and take home your own 
MLC mug. We'll have them available at the Coffee Bar 
on Sundays or in the church office during the week.

Annual Report/Directory and giving envelopes are 
available to pick up in the foyer. Please do so at your 
earliest convenience.

We are in need of  a front office volunteer to cover the 
7:45-9:00AM shift on Sunday mornings. This would 
include answering phones and questions that members 
and guests may have. You would not have to volunteer 
every Sunday and we will train you before! Contact 
McKenzie if  you're able to help out.
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 Budget          YTD 1/31/21        YTD 1/31/22

    Revenue       $77,124                    $82,007
    Less Exp.       $(83,984)                  $(81,345)

    Net                    $(6,860)                       $662

BY THE NUMBERS

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s Bible study will begin a 
new session February 17. The group meets from 
9:00-11:00AM in the Kitchen Lounge each Thurs-
day morning. Beginning February 17, we will start a 
6-week study by Rabbi Jason Sobel entitled Mysteries of  
the Messiah.

Rabbi Jason Sobel helps you understand how the Bible 
fits together as a whole to offer one complete picture 
of  Jesus. In six sessions, you’ll discover what the Old 
and New Testament reveal about who God is, how he 
relates to us, and what he is doing today in the world.

This bible study is open to all women of  Siouxland and 
hope you can join us each Thursday morning!

OPEN POSITION:
Morningside Lutheran Church is hiring for a Director 
of  Operations. The general purpose of  this position is 
to be responsible to the church for day-to-day 
administrative affairs and operations of  the church, 
including finances, personnel, and facilities, and to 
conduct them in a way that enhances the church's 
ministry. If  you are interested in the position, please 
contact Lead Pastor Noah Ruppert at 
noahr@morningsidelutheran.com.

NEW MEMBER CLASS:
Thinking about becoming a member of  Morningside 
Lutheran Church? Then join us on Sunday, February 
20 from 9:00-10:45AM for a single class about mem-
bership expectations, mission and values, and to learn 
more about our ministries here.
If  you cannot attend the class but are interested in 
membership, please contact the church office.

FIRST COMMUNION WORKSHOP:
The First Communion Workshop will take place on 
Sunday, March 20 from 2:00-3:30PM in the Gym. 
There will be a time of  teaching about Communion 
and a time to decorate a cup. This is open to all 4th 
graders and up who have not previously taken the 
class. You can sign up on the website under calendar.
Reach out to Amy with any questions.



PICKLE BALL:
Gym
     Mondays  |  8:30-10:30AM
     Tuesdays  |  2:00-4:00PM
     Thursdays  |  7:00-9:00PM
     Fridays  |  8:30-10:30AM
COMITTEE MEETING:
Fireside Room
     Wednesday, March 2  |  8:00AM
WIGS:
Gym
     Wednesday, February 9  |  11:45AM
     Lunch will begin at 11:45AM followed by BINGO. 
     Cost is $6.00. Make reservations by Monday, 
     February 7. Sign up between services or call the 
     church office.
MORNINGSIDE BASKETBALL TAILGATE:
Bob Roe's Point After
     Saturday, February 19  |  12:30PM
     Meet at Bob Roe's Point After at 12:30PM for pizza 
     and wings. Cost for food and ticket is $10.00. These 
     are the last home games this season for both men 
     and women at Morningside University and they will 
     play Midland. Sign up between services or call the 
     church office for reservations.
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SYMPATHY:
We extend our sympathy to the families of  Fred 
Olson, Ray Schroer, Bill Schoonover and 
David Stier. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of  loss.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

YOUNG AT HEART

PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
We have had so much fun learning all about boxes and 
using boxes to create many different things including 
rockets, trains, a secret agent hide away, drums, and 
cars. We learned that boxes have faces (but not the 
same as ours!) and we went on a box hunt throughout 
the church and made tally marks to keep track of  how 
many boxes we saw. We had a Family Game Night in 
which families brought their favorite game and we all 
enjoyed playing them and eating some popcorn! We 
learned about the magi visiting Jesus and how Mary 
and Joseph were worried when Jesus stayed in the 
temple and they couldn’t find him. We had a great 
discussion of  how even if  we feel lost, we know that 
Jesus is always with us. It also led to playing the much 
beloved game of  hide and seek!

We will begin accepting pre-registration for the 2022-
23 school year on February 14th! You can contact us 
at morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com if  you 
would like more information or would like a tour of  
the preschool classroom.

THANK YOU:
A sincere thank you for your cards and condolences on 
the passing of  my mother, Elizabeth Grey. Pastor Tom 
and I appreciate your caring expressions and sympathy.
~ Carla

THANK YOU:
Mike, Patty, Rowan and Jovi came to my house one 
pre-Christmas afternoon. They brought with them a 
little bag of  goodies, some fun conversation and lots 
of  love! I really enjoyed their visit - and thank them so 
much. It meant a great deal to me.
~Love, Barbara Frey
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Noah Ruppert.........................................................Lead Pastor
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Jon Gerdts.................................................Pastor of  Evangelism
Charity Peterson........................................Director of  Worship
Amy Hanson.............Director of  Children & Student Ministry
Jessie Matney..........Assistant to the Director of  C & S Ministry
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Phone: 712.276.2511
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Web: morningsidelutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

CHURCH STAFF:

Send in articles before the next deadline on 
Friday, February 25. Email 

mlc@morningsidelutheran.com

CONTACT US

FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES:
Connections: Not only do we need to be connected 
to each other in genuine, supportive, and constructive 
relationships, it is the way that God designed us to live. 
We were made for each other. If  we expect to grow in 
our relationship with Christ, we need to find our place 
in the Body of  Christ, connect with others who will 
help us toward maturity and grow in our 
understanding of  His call.


