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MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW 
YEAR from the staff at 
Morningside Lutheran Church!

We invite you to join us for the season of Advent 
as we explore the sermon series "In the Shadow 
of the Cross".

It was no mystery to the prophets of the Old 
Testament that Jesus would be born to take 
away the sins of the world. In order to 
accomplish His purpose, Jesus would endure 
death on a cross as a sacrifice for our sins, 
becoming the Savior of the World. The prophets, 
angels, shepherds, Mary and Joseph and the 
wisemen all worshipped this newborn baby who 
laid in His cradle, in the shadow of the Cross, 
knowing He is the Savior of the World.

Then, join Morningside Lutheran for Christmas as 
we dive into "The Cradle in the Shadow of the 
Cross".

The first Christmas service will be held on 
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:00PM. This 
Christmas Cantata will feature the choir, 
instrumentalists and narration. There will be 
opportunity for congregational singing, lighting 
of candles and communion.

On December 24, services will be held at 1:00, 
3:00, 5:00 and 10:00PM. The message remains 
the same, along with communion and the 
lighting of candles at all services that day.

We hope you plan to join us this year and invite 
your family and friends - all are welcome to 
worship here.

First Row: Pastor Jon Gerdts, Pastor Tom LoVan, Lead Pastor Noah Ruppert, Pastor Paul Peterson
Second Row: McKenzie Matasovsky, Jessie Matney, Kathy Ewoldt, Charity Peterson
Third Row: Adam Lang, Amy Hanson, Scott Larson
Not Pictured: Ariel Clabaugh, Hunter Johnson, Katie Baker, Corey Enright, Nathan Kitrell
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PASTOR JON CELEBRATION:
Help us celebrate the many generous and 
spirit-filled years of Associate Pastor Jon Gerdts 
at Morningside Lutheran Church by attending a 
retirement celebration lunch on Sunday, 
December 18 following the 10:30AM service.

Staff and leadership will provide and serve a meal 
in the Gym, so please head downstairs about 
11:30AM to pray and eat together! If you so 
choose, we will have a table to place gifts and 
cards in appreciation for Pastor Jon.

We hope you can join us!

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
Again, our Christmas schedule is as follows:
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:00PM. This 
service will be choir-led and will include 
candlelight and communion.
Saturday, December 24 at 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, or 
10:00PM. Each service will include the same 
message and have candlelight and communion.
Sunday, December 25 at 9:15AM. Finish your 
Christmas weekend with a wonderful service 
filled with singing and a message.

The building and offices will be closed on 
Monday, December 26 to allow staff time with 
their families.

ROLLERAMA NIGHT:
You are invited to a free night of skating at the 
Rollerama (4500 Stone Ave) on Wednesday, 
December 14 from 6:00-8:00PM! Meet us at the 
rink and enjoy a night of fun - invite your friends 
and family!

There will not be normal student programming 
at the church that night. If you have questions, 
please contact Amy Hanson.

MEMORIAL DECORATION:
Similar to years past, we have poinsettias and 
angel ornaments available to help decorate for 
the Christmas Season. Plants and ornaments can 
be memorialized by using the forms at the 
Welcome Station. Forms and monetary donations 
must be turned into the office by Friday, 
December 16. Items can be taken home 
following your Christmas Eve Service or on 
December 26.
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY:
Momingside Lutheran Church will once again be 
offering Financial Peace University (FPU) January 
15-March 12 at 11:30AM and for the first time 
ever the class will be FREE thanks to some 
outrageously generous church members!

Are you tired of money stress? Then you're ready 
to join nearly 10 million people whose lives have 
been changed by FPU! This recently updated 
nine-lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey and 
his team of financial experts helps you work a 
plan to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free 
yourself from money worries! You'll join a small 
group for discussions and lessons - all rooted in 
biblical wisdom and common sense.

Whether you're in over your head or doing ok, if 
you bring home ten thousand dollars or ten 
million dollars, if you're 21 or 71, we all need a 
plan and FPU is that plan. This class is 
purely informational, you’ll never be asked to tell 
your personal situation. You'll also learn about 
insurances, retirement planning, real estate & 
mortgages and how to be outrageously 
generous. The average family attending FPU 
pays off $5,300 of debt and saves $2,700 within 
the first 90 days. That's an $8,000 change in their 
financial position in just 90 days. 93% of 
millionaires are first generation rich, they started 
with nothing and won and you can too.

For sign up and more information call or email 
the church office at 712-276-2511 or 
mlc@morningsidelutheran.com.  You can also 
call, text or email the instructor, Karl Pauling at 
712-560-6684 or KarlPauling@gmail.com. Make 
2023 the year you take control of your money.  
Food and childcare will be provided.

YTD as of     11/30/21  11/30/22

Revenue      $963,177   $944,426
Less Exp:  $(1,122,546)   $(996,135) 
Net:      $(159,369)     $(51,709) 

Finance has been working hard on the 2023 
budget. We have one more budget meeting in 
December and then look forward to the annual 
meeting at the end of January. We wish you a 
Merry Christmas! 

"A generous person will prosper; whoever 
refreshes others will be refreshed." 
–Proverbs 11:25  
   ~Finance Team~ 

BY THE NUMBERS

CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEERS:
Do you remember the first times that you 
attended Morningside Lutheran Church? 
Hopefully you experienced a warm and welcome 
congregation, an atmosphere that we especially 
hope to recreate during the Christmas Season.

We are looking for those willing to volunteer their 
time during the week of Christmas. We need 
ushers, greeters, communion servers and parking 
lot attendants who are able to be at services 30 
minutes before they begin.

If you can give your time at any or all Christmas 
services, please sign up at the Welcome Station, 
sign up online under the calendar tab at 
morningsidelutheran.com or call the office at 
712-276-2511. We couldn't do this without you - 
thank you!



4

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
The Thursday Women’s 
Bible study will begin a 
new session January 5. 
The group meets from 
9:00-11:00 AM in the 
Kitchen Lounge each 
Thursday morning. 

This 8-week study is 
“Steadfast” by Courtney 
Doctor: A Devotional 
Bible Study on the Book 
of James. We’ll meet 
January 5 to February 
23, 2023. 

In order to know how many Bible study books to 
order, please sign up in the foyer at the Welcome 
Station or call the church office at 712-276-2511.  
The cost of each book is $16. Please register by 
December 27.  

All women are welcome, church members and 
non-members, too! Even if you’ll need to miss a 
week or two or come late or leave early, please 
join us. Coffee is served. 

About the author:
Courtney Doctor is an author, Bible teacher, 
frequent conference and retreat speaker, and 
periodic blogger.  She is a wife and mother of 
four. She and her husband went through 
seminary together, both graduating with their 
Master of Divinity degree from Covenant 
Theological Seminary. They currently serve on 
staff together at The Kirk of the Hills, PCA church 
in St. Louis, where she serves as the director of 
Women’s Ministry. She also serves on two school 
boards. Her greatest desire in all of this is to be 
able to faithfully study, apply and teach the word 
of God and help others to do the same.

About the new study:
Faithfulness regardless of our circumstances. 
That's what it means to be steadfast. But in a 
world where so much can undermine our faith or 
pull us off track, steadfastness is often a rare and 
elusive trait. James longs for his readers to be 
steadfast. 

Mylah Joy Massey, daughter of Taylor 
Neianayer and Ethan Massey, Colson James 
Olveda, son of Laurissa Dermeno and Frankie 
Olveda, and Major Miller Lupkes, son of Riley 
Vandesteeg and Matt Lupkes were brought 
to the Lord in Holy Baptism. We pray God will 
bless and guide them as they grow in their 
Christian faith.

Mason and Breanna Fethkenher were married 
on November 12, 2022. We pray this couple 
will be blessed in their lives together.

We extend our sympathy to the family and 
friends of Jim Hansen, Phyllis Reynders and 
Jack Martin. We pray God will continue to 
comfort them during this time of loss.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

FOOD PANTRY:
The Morningside Lutheran Church Food Pantry is 
open Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00PM and 
Wednesdays from 10:00AM-Noon. There are no 
restrictions and families/individuals are able to 
come twice a month to receive food. No 
appointment needed, however, we do need to 
see a photo ID.

The pantry will be closed the week after 
Christmas on December 27 and 28. We know 
there are many families in Siouxland that struggle 
to provide food for their table, especially during 
the holidays. Please visit us if in need.
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MERCY MEALS:
A big shoutout to the 32 volunteers from Morningside Lutheran Church who took time out of their 
Saturday to help package meals for the Orphan Grain Train.

Thanks to you, almost 14,000 meals were packaged in a couple of hours. Special thanks to Larry 
Joines and his crew at Faith Lutheran for hosting us.
~ Dan Bernholtz

PICKLE BALL:
Young at Heart hosts pickleball each week in the 
Gym at the following times:
     Mondays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  6:30-8:00PM
This is open to all ages, beginners and experts 
alike! Don't miss out on this fast growing activity, 
a racket sport between tennis and badminton. 
Paddles and balls are provided!

TITHES AND OFFERING:
As the year end approaches, so does your 
window for making donations that can be 
deducted on your 2022 taxes.

There are many ways to give to Morningside 
Lutheran Church to help us fulfill our mission 
each year. Give online at morningsidelutheran.
com/give, give with an envelope with a cash or 
check, or give in person by dropping a donation 
in the church office. Should you decide to write a 
check, it must be delivered or mailed (and 
post-marked) on or by December 31, 2022.

As always, thank you for your generosity.
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