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Busy or Blessings? 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in 
all circumstance; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

August already?! Where has our summer gone, 
and how has time gone so quickly? I’ve asked 
myself these questions over and over the last few 
weeks as our summer begins to wind down. Just 
as I had decided we were “just too busy” and 
that was why time was passing so quickly, I came 
across a devotional that said -  

“How much of your busy life is the culmination 
of a million answered prayers? Remember that. 
As you show up for each moment, one at a time, 
let gratitude fill your day. Don’t let your blessings 
become burdens.”  

After reading that and then thinking back on our 
“too busy” days and weekends of the summer, 
I realized those moments were full of family, 
friends, laughter, work, travel, and fun. Not 
exactly a list of burdens… 

Not only has it been a busy summer in my 
personal life, but here at Morningside Lutheran, 
too!  

Early in the summer, my role as Office Manager 
expanded to not only cover administrative 
responsibilities but oversee all things personnel 
and property related as well. On the personnel 
side of things, we have been able to bring on 
three new part-time employees. Adam Lang - 
Assistant Custodian, Corey Enright - Assistant 
Custodian and Kathy Ewoldt – Children and 
Student Ministry Coordinator. When you see 
these 3 around the building, be sure to say hello!

On the property side, we’ve wrapped up the 
renovation of the Fireside Room and began the 
renovation of the Prayer Room (formerly the 
Library) which is set to be completed by the end 
of August. 

In summer months so far, we’ve held 31 worship 
services, welcomed over 50 children/volunteers 
to Vacation Bible School, supplied over 500 
families each month with food from our Food 
Pantry, opened up our field/facilities to 4 youth 
sports teams, 2 exercise groups, pickleballers, 
and many other outside organizations, hosted a 
RAGBRAI group at Grace House, sent 35 
students to bible camp and youth gatherings, 
held 15 Ministry Team meetings and every day of 
the week are home to different bible studies and 
small groups.  

In short – MLC IS BUSY – we are blessed, and 
we are busy! I pray as we all continue through 
the summer and into the fall with our “busy” 
schedules, we can be present and praise God 
for his faithfulness and the million little answered 
prayers that make up our days.  

Blessings to you all!  
McKenzie
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AUGUST SERMON SERIES:
The Promised Land
God had a mission for the Israelites when they 
entered the Promised Land. Our mission as 
Christians today is the same; to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our soul and with 
all our might, and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, so that those around us can be 
brought into relationship with Jesus Christ. In this 
series, we will learn how much in common we 
have with those whom God led to the Promised 
Land!

FALL KICKOFF:
Save the date because you are invited to our 
churchwide Fall Kickoff on Sunday, September 
11! There will be games, areas to learn more 
about what ministries are doing for the year and 
fellowship throughout the morning. We will close 
out the event with more activities and a 
grillout following the 10:30AM service.

Make plans to join us for some delicious food, 
lots of great fellowship and activities for all ages 
as we kick off another great year of ministry at 
Morningside Lutheran Church!

ROOTED:
Morningside Lutheran will be taking a journey 
this fall through the series, Rooted and we 
need you!

What is Rooted? Rooted is a community 
experience, where people practice seven rhythms 
essential to a healthy relationship with Jesus. 
These seven rhythms are key to growing disciples 
who are experiencing life transformation.

How will we do this? For this to happen we 
need individuals and couples who would 
commit to facilitating 90 minute small groups 
where people discuss what The Lord is teaching 
them through the 10 weeks. Currently we have 
3 leaders committed to leading groups and we 
could use 6-7 more to help keep group sizes 
small and give more options of when people can 
meet. Couples are encouraged to lead a group 
together!

How do you sign up? Call, email, fax, send a 
letter, anyway that you can, talk to Pastor Paul.  
We will train you in how to lead these 90 minute 
sessions at a time that works for you! Our main 
time of training will take place on Wednesday, 
August 17 at 6:30PM in the newly remodeled 
Fireside Room!

We will start our small groups the week of 
September 12, so don’t hesitate to let Pastor 
Paul know today.

Sign-ups for those wanting to participate in a 
group, but not lead, will start after August 28. 
So, if you are interested in being in a group as a 
participant, watch for those signups in the next 
few weeks! 
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RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE:
There are many organizations where we can help 
in the smallest of ways. I want to tell you about 
an organization that helped my family, the Ronald 
McDonald House.

In September of 2020 my grandson Mikai was 
born with a congenital heart defect at the Stead 
Family Children's Hospital in Iowa City. Still living 
in Sioux City at the time, my daughter Ashley and 
her husband Mike spent many days in Iowa City 
as Mikai recovered from his first of three heart 
surgeries at 13 days old. 

The Ronald McDonald House was such a blessing 
for them. As with many organizations, you don't 
truly know what they do until you get involved or 
in their case, need them. When they first got to 
the house, they walked into the kitchen area and 
on the table was a blanket for each of them to 
keep and a toy for Mikai. Throughout their stay, 
they would have access to the kitchen area where 
they could get food, snacks, drink and at times a 
gift card would be hanging at their door for them 
to use. Many of these items were donated.

There are many ways to help and I am asking the 
entire congregation to support this organization 
by collecting beverage tabs. I have placed a big 
house on the Information Counter in the church 
foyer. If you would like to collect tabs and place 
in the house, I will make sure 
they get to the Ronald 
McDonald House.

As you can see by the 
picture, Mikai is doing great. 
He has one more surgery to 
go between the ages of 3-5. 
Mike and Ashley have moved 
to Iowa City and are very 
involved in Heart Friends and 
other organizations helping 
families with children of heart 
defects. We praise God for 
places like the 
Ronald McDonald House and 
for our precious Mikai!

 ~ Diane Schoenrock

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY:
Thinking of joining the choir? Regularly 
scheduled choir rehearsals start back up after 
Labor Day. Be watching for dates and times as 
September gets closer. Contact Charity Peterson 
at charity@morningsidelutheran.com or Nathan 
Kitrell to be put on a list for e-mail updates.

Are you looking for more ways to utilize your 
musical gift in church services and beyond? We 
have opportunities this fall to get involved with 
bands, choir, and other special music offerings. 
Contact Charity Peterson for more information at 
charity@morningsidelutheran.com.

STUDENT MINISTRY:
Do you have a gift for guiding the faith of the 
youth and want to make an impact, 
especially during the years of Confirmation? 
Your time would include large and small group, 
leading discussion questions, playing games and 
praying together with youth in Grades 6-12. 
Contact Amy Hanson or Kathy Ewoldt if you 
would like to volunteer with Student Ministry or 
join us on Wednesday, August 31 at 6:00PM for 
volunteer training.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY:
Are you passionate about raising young children 
in the faith? Your time will include large and small 
group, playing games, talking through guided 
questions and praying with children in PK-5th 
Grade. Contact Amy Hanson or Kathy Ewoldt if 
you would like to volunteer with Children's 
Ministry this school year or join us on Sunday, 
August 28 at 2:00PM for volunteer training.
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PICKLE BALL:
     Gym
     Mondays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Tuesdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     Thursdays  |  9:00-11:00AM
     A great game to learn or play for all ages - get 
     your heart rate up and enjoy this paddle 
     sport, a mix between tennis and badmitton!
LITTER PICK-UP:
     Friday, August 26  |  10:00AM
     Meet at the church.
COMMITTEE MEETING:
     Fireside Room
     Wednesday, September 7  |  8:00AM
TRIP TO CLAY COUNTY FAIR:
     Spencer, Iowa
     Tuesday, September 13
     Look for more details in the September 
     newsletter and church bulletins.

YOUNG AT HEART

JOYFUL NOISE:
Morningside Lutheran Church invites any and 
all musicians for an open jam session call Joyful 
Noise. Our goal is to provide a facility to 
Siouxland Community Musicians who have a 
passion for music and want to explore creativity 
with others. This is open to singers and 
instrumentalists, who are proficient in their 
instrument and want to indulge in a variety of 
musical genres. 

Joyful Noise meets on the last Thursday of each 
month from 6:00-8:00PM. Sign up at 
morningsidelutheran.com under the events tab 
or call the church office to be added to the email 
list.

THURSDAY WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY:
Ever feel depleted, with all the troubles going on 
in the world or perhaps in your own life? 
Wondering what happened to your joy? In the 
Psalms, David writes “…in your (God’s) presence 
there is fullness of joy, at your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.” (Ps. 16:11 ESV) 
And in Psalms 21, David writes how the Lord is 
the one who brings blessing, gladness, and joy. 
Jesus warns we will have trouble in this world, 
but promises HIS presence with us, and His Word 
says His joy will be our strength! 
(Nehemiah 8:10b)

Women, we encourage you to start your fall with 
this wonderful study, “He’s Where The Joy Is”, by 
Tara-Leigh Cobble. This 7 week study will 
begin on Thursday, September 8, 2022, from 
9:00-11:00AM in the Fireside Room. The study is 
subtitled, “Getting to know the captivating God 
of the Trinity”. “Knowing the triune God better 
will lead to deeper intimacy and greater joy. After 
all, He’s where the joy is”. 

In order to have the books available for that date, 
please RSVP by contacting the church and 
indicating your interest to join the study at 
712-276-2511 by or before August 29, 2022. 

 Budget          YTD 7/31/21        YTD 7/31/22

    Revenue       $698,866              $611,890
    Less Exp.       $(822,131)            $(652,920)

    Net                 $(123,265)              $(41,030)

BY THE NUMBERS
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A CULTURAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY:
Last year, Jocelyn and I hosted a student from 
Viet Nam, Kelly Bui, who attended Heelan High 
School as a Junior.  We had thought about the 
possibility of hosting her for her senior year, but 
right now we have far too many plans in the 
works to make hosting Kelly workable for us this 
year, including knee replacement surgery and 
trips to Tanzania for STEMM and a longer trip to 
Australia to stay with our daughter and her family. 

Hosting a foreign exchange student through 
“Educatius” is rather simple.  The student just 
needs a bedroom, 3 meals a day, and 
transportation to and from Heelan High School.  
Host families are paid $400/month for any 
expenses occurred.  It is a great opportunity to 
learn about another culture.  

During the time that Kelly was with us, she asked 
Jesus into her life and was baptized! She is very 
hungry to learn about the Christian faith. If you 
have questions, or would like to hear more, 
Jocelyn and I would be happy to talk.  Our phone 
numbers are: Pastor Jon 608-345-4770 and
Jocelyn 608-347-8454.  Sharon Ganz is the 
regional coordinator for Educatius and her 
contact is Sharon.ganz@educatius.org or            
610-659-9641.

Kelly will probably be arriving back in Sioux City 
toward the end of August, so please prayerfully 
consider this opportunity.
    ~ Pastor Jon

TIME TO REVIVE PRAYER WEEK:
An invitation to over 400 local churches in the 
Sioux City region has gone out calling them to 
set aside denominational differences and unite 
for a week of prayer called reviveSIOUXLAND 
Prayer Week – August 8–14.  Local pastors have 
been meeting with encouragement from a 
Texas-based ministry called Time to Revive. 
Churches are being asked to dedicate these 
seven days to pray for seven different areas of 
the Siouxland community: businesses, 
government, education, media, arts and 
entertainment, family and churches. 

The goal of this week long prayer gathering is 
for the local body of Christ to cultivate a heart 
for their own community. And, in doing so, with 
God’s help the church will be able to see and 
meet the tangible and spiritual needs of 
individuals during these challenging times.

Time to Revive founder Dr. Kyle Lance Martin 
says “The local pastors and leaders in this region 
(that we have a relationship with) are ready to see 
a move of God. This is the heartland of America 
and as God stirs in the hearts of the individuals, 
we believe that it will impact the rest of the 
nation.”

Each day, groups of locals and out-of-towners 
will gather at Heartland Church (2201 W 19th St., 
Sioux City) and go into the community to pray 
from 8:30AM to 1:00PM. Then each evening at 
7:00PM we will gather at Heartland Church to 
pray corporately for the city.

If you would like to participate in this prayer week 
with Morningside Lutheran Church, please sign 
up at the Information Counter or speak with 
Pastor Jon for more information.
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