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Bigger Perspectives

My family and I recently took a quick weekend 
trip to the Black Hills to see some other family 
members and get some much-needed fresh air. I 
must admit, I am not the best traveler. I get very 
anxious and, if left to my own desire, I would just 
skip the trip all together. I am not sure why that 
is or when that anxiety crept into my life, but for 
the better part of the last 10 years, traveling has 
been difficult for me. Now that my children are 
older-Nate is 13 and Emily is almost 11-Charity 
reminds me that we will run out of time to make 
memories as a family before our kids are grown 
up. So, we took the drive north to Sioux Falls and 
then West on 90 to Rapid City. 

As we drove, I watched the landscape change 
ever so slightly over 400 and some miles. From 
the farmland of Eastern South Dakota to 
crossing the river at Chamberlain, to the Bad 
Lands, to finally reaching the Black Hills, I gained 
more perspective of how vast the state of South 
Dakota is. We made it all the way to Mt. 
Rushmore on Friday and, to stand at the 
welcome center and look up, you really get a 
sense of wonder. I thought to myself, people 
actually carved this? How wild! As we got closer 
to the monument and found large rocks from 
blasting away the mountain side, I also noticed 
new life as there were many new pine trees 
shooting up amongst the rocks. Talk about 
gaining some perspective. Even amidst the 
rocks, life was coming forth. 

There were so many other great moments of 
perspective on this trip that I can’t really give 
adequate words to, but the trip really got me 
thinking about how sometimes we need to get 
out of our normal everyday routine to get a 
bigger perspective of life.

In the Church, we are blessed to have a day 
every year that calls us to change our perspective 
and that day is Easter. Just imagine for a moment 
being a disciple of Jesus and taking in all of what 
we know as Holy Week and all its activities. From 
shouting, “Hosanna!” to hearing the crowd cry 
out, “Crucify him!” to finally coming to the 
empty tomb Easter morning, the disciples’ 
perspective on life and their calling must have 
changed drastically! 

Today Easter calls us to change our perspective, 
too. Easter calls us to look outside what is 
expected in the everyday and live differently as 
we have this brand-new hope in the resurrection 
of our Lord and eventually our own resurrection. 
Easter calls us to believe in what seemed 
impossible before because the resurrection has 
taught us that nothing is impossible for God. 
Easter calls us to follow the example of Christ, 
looking not for only our best interests, but rather 
the interests of others. All of this is not only our 
goal, but it is made possible because He Is 
Risen. He Is Risen Indeed!

Peace, Paul
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EASTER EGG HUNT:
Save the date for our Outdoor Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 9 at 10:00AM for kiddos PK-
5th Grade. No registration necessary - just meet 
us that morning down on the ball field for some 
fun collecting eggs and candy! Questions? Call 
the church office at 712-276-2511.

HOLY WEEK:
Please join us for the following dates and times 
of Holy Week:
Palm Sunday, April 10  |  8:00, 9:30, 11:00AM & 
                                          2:00PM (Intercultural)
Maundy Thursday, April 14  |  6:30PM
 Communion will be offered during the  
 Maundy Thursday service.
Good Friday, April 15  |  12:00 & 6:30PM
Easter Services:
Saturday, April 16  |  6:30PM
Sunday, April 17  |  7:30, 9:00, 10:30AM & 
                                 2:00PM (Intercultural)

The message of Easter this year relates to 
being in a time where we want to be advocates 
of change. The Resurrection had everything to 
do with change. We'll talk about what happened 
over 2000 years ago with the Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus and how that actually 
means something for you today. Join us!

NEW MEMBER CLASS:
Thinking about membership at a church? Maybe 
you are new or maybe you've been coming for 
years and just never felt the urge to join. 
Wherever you are at, we appreciate you! Come 
find out why Morningside Lutheran may be the 
place for you!

Join us on Sunday, April 24 from 9:00-10:45AM 
in the Kitchen Lounge for a fun and informative 
experience to learn more about this church and 
its ministries. New members will be recieved on 
Sunday, May 1. Call the church office or email 
mlc@morningsidelutheran.com if you are 
interested in participating.

MUFFINS FOR MOMS:
Help us celebrate the mothers in our lives by 
joining us for worship on Sunday, May 8 at any 
service. There will be a special blessing during 
worship and the Hospitality Team will provide a 
variety of muffins in the foyer that day for a treat!

MORNINGSIDE DAYS PARADE:
The parade this year is Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 
5:30PM. Save the date - we'll be asking for 
walkers to participate with us!
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 Budget          YTD 3/31/21        YTD 3/31/22

    Revenue       $265,218                $262,259
    Less Exp.       $(273,244)              $(278,772)

    Net                    $(8,026)                 $(16,513)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise 
your glorious name. "But who am I, and who are 
my people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? Everything comes from you, 
and we have given you only what comes from 
your hand."  1 Chronicles 29:13-14

BY THE NUMBERS

BIKER BLESSING:
The 5th Annual Biker Blessing will be Saturday, 
May 7 at 9:30AM beginning with a delicious 
breakfast in the Gym. A special blessing and 
prayer from our pastors will be provided for rider 
and their bike immediately following breakfast. 
All motorcyclists are welcome!

Morningside Lutheran Church continues to 
partner with Kay Anderson in efforts to raise bike 
and rider safety and awareness. Kay lost her son, 
Jeremy, a few years ago in a bike accident. The 
Anderson Family also gives away scholarships for 
the Western Iowa Tech. motorcyle class.

DROP ZONE NIGHT:
Join Children and Student Ministries for Drop 
Zone Family Night on Wednesday, May 18 from 
5:00-7:00PM. We're excited to have a great night 
of free fun to celebrate the year! Every jumper 
must have a waiver form signed by a parent or 
legal guardian. These forms can be signed on 
the Drop Zone website at dropzoneffc.com. If it's 
not signed - they can't jump! Also, if you already 
have Drop Zone socks, please bring them with! 
If you have any questions, please direct them to 
Amy or the church office.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Save the date! VBS will be June 13-16, 2022 at 
Morningside Lutheran Church. This is for children 
entering Preschool - 5th Grade. Preschool will 
meet from 9:00-11:00AM and K-5 will meet from 
9:00-2:00PM. All children welcome!

OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS COMING UP:
Kid Takeover will take place during the 9:30AM 
service on Sunday, May 15.

We will celebrate our Confirmands at the 
Confirmation Service on Sunday, May 15 at the 
11:00AM service.

2nd-5th Grade summer camp will be June 19-20. 
Contact Amy for more information.



PICKLE BALL:
Gym
     Mondays  |  8:30-10:30AM
     Tuesdays  |  2:00-4:00PM
     Thursdays  |  7:00-9:00PM
     Fridays  |  8:30-10:30AM
COMITTEE MEETING:
Meet in the Youth Lounge on the lower level.
     Wednesday, May 4  |  8:00AM
WIGS - Wednesday Inspirational Group for Seniors:
Gym
     Wednesday, April 13  |  11:45AM
     Lunch will begin at 11:45AM followed by a 
     program by Dusty Johnson from the Sioux
     City Fire Department. Please make 
     reservations by Monday, April 11. Sign up 
     between services or call the church office. 
     Cost is $6.00.

4

YOUNG AT HEART

PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
The preschoolers have been busy in March 
learning about pets. They love playing 
veterinarians and adopting new animals from our 
pretend animal shelter. We have discussed the 
many different types of pets that people have 
and had a presentation from Theresa (Dorothy 
Pecaut Nature Center) about snakes. She even 
brought a live snake, and every preschooler was 
brave enough to pet it! We have begun opening 
the Resurrection eggs and learning the story of 
the true meaning of Easter. The kids are anxiously 
waiting to see what is in the white egg. It is the 
last one and represents the empty tomb, so there 
is nothing inside! It is always interesting to see 
their reactions!

We continue to take registrations for enrollment 
in fall preschool of 2022. You can contact us at 
morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com if you 
have questions or are interested in enrolling a 
child. Thank you once again for your 
contributions of Hy-Vee receipts. The last day 
for receipts for this school year is April 24, 2022. 
Happy Easter to all from MLP!

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY UPDATE:
Morningside Lutheran Church recently 
completed another Financial Peace University 
class. The average person/family attending this 
year's class paid off $14,684 of non-mortage 
debt and saved $8,000 during the 9 week class!

Financial Peace University is a 9 week course that 
teaches God's ways of handling money, in a very 
practical, down to Earth way to get people out of 
debt and build wealth.
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MORNINGSIDE LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL:
Registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
school year! We offer a T/TH class for 3 year olds 
from 9:00-11:30AM and a M/W/F class for 4 year 
olds from 8:30-2:45AM. Hot lunch is provided 
by the Sioux City School District and is included 
in tuition for the 4 year old class. To register, set 
up an appointment to visit the classroom or ask 
questions, please call 276-2511 ext. 21 or email 
morningsidelutheranpreschool@gmail.com.

Thank you so much for making me feel so special 
at my retirement through your words of kindness, 
cards and emails. A special thanks to the 
Hospitality Team for the cake, balloons and 
gorgeous flowers that Sunday! You are a special 
bunch of people who have a servant's heart! Love 
all of you!
Also, thanks to the staff for the years you worked 
alongside me or put up with me! You all have so 
many special gifts, dedication and love for the 
church and the people!
To Noah, again I will say the timing of this was 
"bittersweet" for me. Thank you for everything 
you do for the people of Morningside Lutheran! 
You are a treasure to me and the congregation!
Many blessings and thanksgiving,
~ Barb Baker

I would like to THANK everyone who prayed, 
sent cards or called while I recovered from 
surgery. Morningside Lutheran Church members 
are amazing in giving support to those in need. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. I know 
GOD answers prayers.
~ Coleen Loffswold

THANK YOU'S

Brylee Rose Barkley, daughter of Jeff & 
Mikayla Barkley was brought to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism on March 27, 2022. Sponsors for Brylee 
were Peyton George, Sydney George and Heath 
Barkley.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST:
We are looking for a part-time Choir 
Accompanist. Desired skills include piano 
competency, sight reading, SATB part playing 
and piano accompanist, a positive, flexible 
attitute, follows directions and works well with 
others. They pay is $60 per rehearsal and $60 per 
service. Hours include (but may change) Thursday 
from 6:00-7:30PM each week and Sunday at the 
8:00, 9:30 &/or 11:00AM service. You can expect 
approximately 4 rehearsals and 4 services 
(2 Sundays) a month. If you are interested please 
direct calls or emails to Charity at 
charitypeterson@morningsidelutheran.com

FIRESIDE ROOM:
If you haven't already checked out the poster in 
front of the Fireside Room - do so! We're excited 
for the changes coming to that room!
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