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“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea."

Pastor's Column
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In His service, Pastor Bruce 

For the past year and a half, our congregation has been formally engaged in a Flourishing Disciples 
process in order to reach out to our community with the love of Christ.  We know there are many who 
live near our church and near our members that we would love to introduce to the faith we share and 
the church we love.

Fortunately, we have been collaborating with other Presbyterian Churches, in our Presbytery and in 
our Valley, who share this same desire to share Christ’s love and to make disciples. Together, a 
cluster of five churches will be running the Alpha Course together this fall. This course has been 
designed to create a space for people to connect with others online to watch a series of episodes and 
explore the Christian faith together.  The Alpha Course can be beneficial for everyone, but it is 
especially for those that may not be regular church attenders or for those who have never really 
embraced the Christian faith.  Our hope and prayer is that many of us will sign up and invite a friend 
to come along.

Habakkuk 2:14

The 11-week course will begin the week of September 7th 
and will be held exclusively online. In each session 
participants will listen to a talk before going into breakout 
rooms for conversation and reflection. Four other local 
Presbyterian churches will be joining us in this 
collaborative effort. We are hoping for a large number of 

participants and so we have scheduled for three different days during the week for you to choose.
To learn more about our Alpha course and to register go to mtviewpres.org/alpha. I hope you will 
join me in this course and in praying for whom we may invite to come along with us.



You and I know that the month of 
September in most places is a time for 
fall colors, cool-ish days, return to 
school and a feeling of new beginnings!  
Here in AZ some of those traditional 
September moments are true, especially 
the “new beginnings” part!  

As a teacher I always loved September 
as it was a sort of re-set button time of 
year.  In Iowa, where I spent most of my 
growing up years, the corn was being 
harvested and the big maple tree in the 
yard of our house, was dressed in red!

I can sense that re-set button coming up soon for us at SPC.  Thankfully we are beginning to 
sense a return to worship gatherings in our beautiful sanctuary will finally soon be here.  We 
recognize the re-set button will not re-set us back to business as usual, March, 2020.  There’s a 
quiet excitement about that reality within me.  

While we wait for that day to come, there are wonderful activities that the Lord has allowed me 
to participate in which I am very thankful for.  I hope the same is true for you.

1. SPC Prayer Team - Alpha Prayer Team - GreenStone Ministry Prayer Team.  I am
personally part of 3 prayer teams at the moment in addition to my own personal prayers.

2. Zoom meetings:  SPC Staff - SPC Choir -  Re-launch Team -  Hope Presbytery’s “Be the
Bridge” Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation in the Church, led by an ECO pastor
who lives in Bejing, China.

3. Sept 6 - Worship at Mountain View Pres with an SPC Music team plus GreenStone Ministry
Choir.  Keep us in your prayers!

I sometimes get the impression from others who who say this unique time in our lives is 
wearisome.  Yes, I agree to a point, except that I cannot help but be thankful for the ways the 
Lord has provided important activities and connections so that my life is anything but boring!

In September, I hope we can can begin rehearsing with a small group of handbells playing 4-
player music.  We can social distance with 4 ringers.  The Praise and Worship Team will  soon 
be resuming preparation for our future opening.   The choir will need to stay put for a while.  
When we return to worshp, Liz McKinnon, Brett Recen and I will be our instrumental base, using 
the new piano, the organ, cello, digital piano and guitars.  We will be able to socially distance 
across the front of the church with singers and instrumentalists.  

Keep watching for a short video that will help to prepare us for coming together again put 
together by the re-launch team!  

God bless us all!
Carol Petersen, Director of Music



Prayer Requests 
Our prayer team consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your requests 
added. 
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 August 2020 Preaching/Teaching Schedule 

Scottsdale Presbyterian & Mt. View Presbyterian Churches

We finish our study of the Psalms of Ascent during the week of September 
13th. A news series the following week based on stories from the Gospels. Our 
companion book will be Tim Keller’s "Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected 
Answers to Life's Biggest Questions".

Worship Sundays at 9:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:00 AM

Go to https://www.youtube.com/c/mtviewpres.
Aug 30th & Sept 2nd 
Title:  Obedience

Scripture:  Ps. 132
Theme:  “True Knowledge of God is born out of obedience” - Calvin 
Preacher: Steve
Teacher: Bruce

Sept 6th & 9th 
Title:   Community

Scripture:  Ps. 133
Theme:  “Unless the Lord builds the House…
Preacher: Steve
Teacher: Lyn

Sept 13th & 16th 
Title:   Blessing

Scripture:  Ps. 134
Theme:  “Lift Your Praising Hands”
Preacher: Lyn
Teacher: Bruce

Sept 20th & 23rd  
Title:  The Skeptical Student

Scripture:  John 1:43-51
Theme:   Jesus meets Nathanael 
Preacher: Steve
Teacher: Steve



Sept 27th & 30th 
Title: The Insider and the Outcast 
Scripture: John 4 (selected passages) 
Theme:  Jesus meets Woman at Well and Nicodemus 
Preacher: Steve 
Teacher: Lyn 

SPC Small Groups Meetings Online 

Building Improvements in September 

The current absence of live worship on our church 
campus has given us a chance to undertake some repairs and 
upgrades to our facilities.  The new automatic doors for the 
sanctuary are scheduled to be installed this month. New cameras 
for the sanctuary have arrived and are being integrated into the 
audiovisual system. High speed internet lines are expected to be 
laid and connect in the coming weeks. All of this will help us 
prepare for the future. 

It has been sixteen years since our last Capital Fund 
Drive and the Capital Fund reserves were largely depleted when 

the sanctuary air conditioners were replaced last year. The purpose if this new initiative would be to 
raise money for new improvements related to relaunching live worship and worship online from our 
sanctuary after the pandemic, attending to long-delayed facilities repairs, and rebuilding the Capital 
Fund reserves. 

PROJECTS 

• New sanctuary doors which can open automatically as needed.
• New church office door
• Installing fiber optic lines, and new cameras and equipment, in order to broadcast worship

services from SPC to the internet
• Resurfacing the church parking lot
• Reroofing the sanctuary
• Rebuilding the Capital Fund Reserves

Days/Time Group  Leader
Sundays @ 10:30 AM           Choir Carol Petersen
Mondays @ 7 PM Alpha Bruce Johnson
Third Tuesdays @ 7 PM       Session Bruce Johnson
Thursdays @ 7 PM Alpha Paul Stirnamn
Saturdays @ 9 AM Bible Study Paul Stirnamn
Saturdays @ 10 AM             Alpha Alpha leaders



TIMELINE 

Initial approval by session, Organizing a Fund Drive team, June 2020 
Bids solicited for various repairs and upgrades 

Initial announcement to the congregation, more bids received July 

Campaign goal set by session, Campaign materials written,    August-September 
Major donors contacted, Pledges from church leadership received 

Campaign materials sent to the congregation concurrent to  October-November 
Our regular Fall Pledge drive; Capital fund pledges to be  
fulfilled over a three-year period 

Capital Fund Drive fulfillment period      January 2021-December 2023 

Shower Ministry to expand to other Churches
Since 2009, our church has led the New Faces Partnership, a coalition of public, 
private, nonprofit and faith groups in Scottsdale focused on expanding the capacity of 
our community to do good. According to the best available data, the number of people 
experiencing homelessness in Scottsdale has increased somewhere between 60% and 
100% in the first half of 2020. The economic uncertainties and hardships brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic has affected all segments of society. This includes the poor, 
the vulnerable, and those experiencing multiple or complex problems.  

 What is needed is a new 
strategy to respond to this 
growing need. New Faces 
Partnership seems uniquely 
positioned to help our City 

respond collaboratively. What is envisioned is a New Faces Mobile Day Relief Center 
rotating among three congregations and staffed by behavior Health professionals. A 
dedicated trailer containing portable shower stalls, a clothing washer and a dryer would 
be paired with existing indoor space where teams of train professionals can help clients 
navigate other resources. This Mobile Relief Center would be set up at different sites on 
different days of the week. People experiencing homelessness would be not only have 
a chance clean up and rest, they would be evaluated for their physical and mental 
health and connected to other resources. Additional contracted cleaning to meet 
COVID standards for health and safety is also plan of this plan. The three churches 
involved are Scottsdale Presbyterian Church, First Baptist Church Scottsdale, and 
First Southern Baptist Church Scottsdale.
A grant has submitted to make all this possible. Pastor Bruce would act as the grant 
administrator. We should know sometime in September if that grant has been funded. 



From the Evangelism Committee 

After surviving the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp, Corrie Ten Boom dedicated the rest of 
her life to serving the Lord.  She traveled all over the world telling people about Jesus. Once she 
was in Argentina visiting a hospital polio ward filled with people confined to iron lungs. 
Through an interpreter, Corrie spoke to each of the patients, sharing the love of Jesus and 
praying for them.  

In a room next to the ward was a dying Jewish man with a different kind of polio. Instead of an 
iron lung, he was in a rocking bed (when tilted up, the man could inhale; when tilted down, he 
could exhale). Unable to speak, the man could write on a notepad.  

Corrie told this man about his Messiah who the 
prophet Isaiah had called “Wonderful 
Counselor,” “Mighty God,”  “Eternal Father,”  
“Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)  And the man 
listened. Corrie showed him embroidery that she 
was working on.  The back side was a tangle of 
meaningless knots, whereas the front side was a 
beautiful pattern.  She told the man that God 
was creating something beautiful in his life that 
he could not yet see. The man wrote on his 
notepad that he was beginning to see the 
beautiful side. He then understood that God wanted him to accept his Jewish Messiah. 

When Corrie returned to the hospital the following morning, she asked to speak with her Jewish 
friend.  The nurse told her, “I am sorry.  Your Jewish friend is no longer with us.  Just five 
minutes after you left, he beckoned me to his side.  There was a wonderful light in his eyes, and 
he wrote on a piece of paper, ‘For the first time, I prayed in Jesus’ name.’ Then he closed his 
eyes, and he died.” 

Our loving God asked His servant, Corrie, to fly across two continents and an ocean to reach and 
lead this man to salvation.  And Corrie had the courage and the faith to obey.  

This story illustrates how much God loves you and every unsaved person you meet. 

Prayer: Father God, Thank You for your boundless love.  Give us the courage of Corrie Ten 
Boom to share your love to those who don’t yet know you.   In Jesus’ name, amen 

If, in your discussions with others, you are confronted with a question about the Bible or 
Christianity that you cannot answer, please consider sharing that question with Pastor Bruce 
(602-923-4299) or Jim or Ann Myers (480-483-4602) or Paul Stirnaman (562-650-3337).  God 
bless you.



“But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face.  so that it will not be obvious to men that you are 
fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.”            Matthew 6:16-18 

The SPC Prayer Team is willing to pray for you!  If you have a need we can pray about, 
please contact Jane at the office jane@scottsdalechurch.com or Carol  
carolpetersen@mac.com.  We are ready to share your concern with the 20-member Prayer 
Team who will daily pray for you.

The Prayer Team will continue the monthly day of Prayer and Fasting for the 
congregation on the 2nd Friday,  September 11.  Again the church will be open from 
10AM - Noon so you may pray privately, observing social distancing and wearing a mask.  
The recommended food fast is from morning to sunset,  drinking fluids throughout the 
day.

A prayer guide will be provided although you may wish to bring your bible or the weekly 
Prayer Team sheet.  

We rejoice that God continues to heed our prayers. Many individuals have testified to the 
Lord’s work in their lives, giving God the glory, and thanking us for praying.  

Our Lord taught us to pray using the ever familiar Lord’s Prayer.  May we never grow 
weary of heeding His guidance to come before the throne of grace to honor our Heavenly 
Father with these thoughtful words:

“Our Father who art in heaven, holy be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.”  
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……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, 
and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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