Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
The Messenger
September, 2017

Vol.

37

Issue 9

S inc e 1958

Pastor's Column

“How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity! ”
Psalm 133:1
My “light reading” at the moment involves researching the work of two relief organizations, namely the British
Red Cross Society and a lesser known group call the St. John Ambulance Brigade. They worked together during both
World Wars providing practical aid to wounded soldiers, distressed civilians, and Prisoners of War. Among their many
accomplishments during these years was sending nearly a quarter million books to POW camps in Italy and Germany to
set up dozens of libraries for captive Allied personnel. It created what one historian has called the “Barbed Wire
University.”
Much of my own labors this year have carried a similar theme of working together, and there will be many
opportunities to work for the common good this month. The annual Valley-Wide Multi-Faith 9/11 Food Drive will have
both our church and Redemption Church, Scottsdale as participants this year. Later on in the month, we will take up a
special offering for mission co-workers in the Middle East whom many of us had the chance to visit with this summer.
Scottsdale’s Community Navigator program begins its seventh year of training in September. Once again, I will
be leading this full day of skills training at Vista del Camino. Volunteers from various churches and staff from various
non-profit agencies will learn ways to help families in financial distress. I am also leading the Theological Task Force for
ECO’s Presbytery of the West as we make our report in Goodyear at the fall Presbytery meeting. All of you are invited
out to Christ Presbyterian Church, Goodyear on Saturday, September 23rd, to hear that report and to learn how God is
at work in other ways throughout our state and our denomination.
Our Session has recently completed the “Becoming a Flourishing Church” training and has refocused on the
core concern of making and growing disciples of Christ. Now, we are drawing up plans to help all of us at SPC grow in
our own relationship with Christ, particularly in deepening our prayer lives.
Several times in scripture, we hear the phrase “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in
unity!” Much good can come out of collaboration when we keep our eyes on Christ and seek to love one another in
practical ways. Let us so labor together, with God’s help and for His glory.

In His service,
Pastor Bruce

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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A New Song of Praise
9"Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare
new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."
10Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing His praise from the end
of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it.
You islands, and those who dwell on them. 11Let the
wilderness and its cities lift up their voices, The settlements
where Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing aloud,
Let them shout for joy from the tops of the mountains.…
New American Standard Bible
Today I am on my way to “the sea” — more specifically,
Pacific Beach on the Pacific Ocean — where I hope to be
refreshed and recharged! Hopefully many “new songs” will
begin within me! I hope and pray that each of us will have
had opportunities to learn “new songs” over the past summer!
The choir will literally have new songs to sing this fall as will
the handbell choir! New purchases of music will make that
possible! The Praise Band is planning an extra “new song”
rehearsal that will kick start the fall season!
The fellowship and friendships we enjoy at
rehearsals encourage “newness” in our
lives! Perhaps you have a list of “new”
hopes, dreams, and improvements for your
life! I am personally hoping for new courage!
Praise God! Carol Petersen, Director of Music

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com
to have your requests added to the prayer chain.
___________________________________________________________________________

Preaching Schedule
Sept 3
Sept 10
Sept 17
Sept 24

“The Engaging Community”
“Believable: God the Father”
“Believable: God the Son”
Guest Preacher

1 Timothy 2
Genesis 1:1-2:3
John1:1-14

____________________________________________________________________

Redemption and SPC Join Annual 9/11 Food Drive

The Valley-Wide Multi-Faith 9/11 Food Drive is an annual way to
bring people of many religious traditions, ethnicities and ages together
to care for those in need in our community. This year, Redemption
Church, Scottsdale will join with Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and
many of groups to collect items. We are ask that donations of food or
hygiene items be brought to church by Sunday, September 10th.

Needed items include:
FOOD
Cereal (Cheerios, Total, Raisin Bran), Dried beans, Canned vegetables, Vegetable juice, Canned
tomatoes (juice and sauce), Canned fruit and fruit cups (in its own juice), Fruit juice, Baby formula,
Baby food, Dried fruit, Oatmeal Whole grain crackers, All pasta types, Whole grain rice, White rice,
Canned tuna, salmon or chicken, Bean soups, Baked beans, Dried and canned beans and peas, Chili,
Beef stew, Peanut butter, and Nuts.
HYGIENE ITEMS
Diapers (M, L sizes), Baby wipes, Feminine Hygiene Products, Toilet paper, Tissues, Toothpaste,
Toothbrushes, Hairbrushes, Shampoo, Laundry detergent, Dish soap.

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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Special Offering for Middle East Co-workers
This summer, our church received a visit from some special Presbyterian
mission co-workers serving in the Middle East. The couple we support have a ministry focused
on one of the world’s largest “unreached” people groups, meaning that there are few followers
of Christ among them. Our church has supported this couple for fifteen years. For reasons of
security, we don’t mention this couple’s name or location in what gets on our website or in
social media. However, we will be taking up a special offering for them on Sunday, September
24th. By special arrangement, your gifts to them will be matched dollar for dollar (up to $500).
_______________________________________________________________________________
Another Back-to-School Record Event!
At the third annual Back-to-School event in Scottsdale Stadium on July 26th,
clothing, school supplies, backpacks, shoes, dental screenings, and meals were
provided to 885 K-12 Scottsdale students! During the next week, families on the wait list continued
to receive backpacks and school clothes. That brought the final count to 1,071 students served! Many
thanks to all who helped this year!
______________________________________________________________________________
Presbytery Meets in Two Places at Once

•
•
•
•
•

Due to the marvels of modern technology, ECO’s Presbytery of the
West will hold its September 22-23 meeting both in Arizona and
Colorado at the same time. Expected highlights include:
Emily Balbach of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship will share about the five thresholds of faith.
Pastor Bruce leads the Theological Task Force report, including the opportunity to forward our
recommendations on confessional standards to the Synod.
Lisa Johnson (no relation) will be joining us from the ECO national office to share about the
Flourishing Churches movement
Welcoming Northminster Presbyterian Church, Phoenix as an ECO congregation
Celebrating the ministry of United Presbyterian Church in Canon City, CO as it dissolves as a
congregation and gives birth to a new ministry initiative in that town.

The Arizona meeting site is at Christ Presbyterian Church in Goodyear. It begins Friday, September
22nd at 4:30 PM. The Saturday session ends at noon.
__________________________________________________________________________________
Solar Eclipse Displays God’s Handiwork
A very enthusiastic group gathered at our church the
morning of August 21st to view the solar eclipse. Many
thanks go to Pastor Bruce for constructing the safe solar
viewer and to John McKinnon for answering all our
astronomical questions.
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Scottsdale Presybertian Church
TREASURERS REPORT YTD 2017
Bal 1/1/2017

Income

Expense

Bal 7/31/2017

CASH
Checking
Savings
Petty Cash
TOTAL

$ 168,761.71 $
$
502.63 $
$
18.30 $
$ 169,282.64 $

134,325.97
0.09
15.00
134,341.06

$
$
$
$

153,915.10
153,915.10

$
$
$
$

149,172.58
502.72
33.30
149,708.60

$
$
$
$
$

133.82
(35.80)
11,941.68
(11,569.16)
470.54
$
7,610.28 $
2,132.86 $

3,941.35
23,803.42
2,781.85
1,100.00
4,422.80
2,771.08
522.37
392.72
39,735.59

LIABILITIES
Credit Card Balance at end of last year
Credit Card accrued
Payroll taxes paid
Payroll taxes accrued
TOTAL
RESTRICTED FUNDS
Camp
$
3,941.35 $
Capital
$ 24,204.35 $
Deacon
$
2,056.72 $
Memorial
.
Organ - Carrillion$
1,100.00
- Regular $
4,422.80
Undesiginated $
3,836.00 $
Community Navigators
$
502.37 $
Pastors Retreat $
$
C.S. Lewis
$
1,022.84 $
TOTAL
$ 41,086.43 $
IN & OUT
Flowers
$
$
Wedding/Funerals $
$
Just Coffee
$
$
Misc
$
125.00 $
Missions Specific
International $
370.00 $
Local
$
4,199.50 $
TOTAL
$
4,694.50 $
OPERATIONS
loan balance
$178,500.00
TOTAL

$ 123,501.71

GRAND TOTAL $ 169,282.64 $

$
7,209.35 $
2,857.99 $

1,120.00
20.00
780.00
11,987.34

$
$
$
$
$

$
$
2,184.92 $
$
$
1,410.12 $
13,338.18 $

433.00
200.00
443.00
500.00

$
$
$
$

316.92
48.15
411.13
625.00

1,020.00 $
3,574.00 $
6,170.00 $

$
$
$
$

116.08
151.85
31.87
-

1,120.00 $
5,023.50 $
7,544.70 $

270.00
2,750.00
3,319.80

$

4,484.29

$174,015.71

$

128,077.39 $

111,608.04

134,341.06 $

153,915.10 $

149,708.60

$116,183.72

Community Navigator Training
Please join us on Tuesday,
September 12th, as the
New Faces Partnership
offers a full day of core
skill training on how to
guide people in financial
destress towards help
and resources.

presentations from:





City of Scottsdale Human Services
First Things First
Arizona Coalition for Military Families
Duet
 Community Information & Referral Services
 JustServe

where:

Vista del Camino
7700 E. Roosevelt, Scottsdale

when:

Tuesday, September 12
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

cost:

$20.00 - Includes lunch
(Scholarships are available)

Register:

September 8th by sending an email to
info@scottsdalechurch.com. Please
include in your name, email, and the
name of your Faith Community,
Service Club, or Organization

NEW FACES PARTNERSHIP
Scottsdale, Arizona

For more information, please contact
Bruce R. Johnson at 480-946-4207 or
Bruce@scottsdalechurch.com.

A

Community Navigator

is a trained volunteer who helps
people in financial distress navigate
their way through the social service
and healthcare systems. Navigators are
neither trained social workers nor
professional healthcare providers.
Instead they are friends, tied to local
faith communities or service clubs,
who walk with those who are
trying to find a way
forward.

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team: Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George and Ginny
Mountain, Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Patti Otto.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1. Tuesday Bible study will take a break during September. See Craig Reynolds for
more information.

2. Thursday Night Women's Bible Study begins a new study September 14th.
Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.
3. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

4. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for September are:

Toothbrushes. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

Praise Band 8am

Bible Study 10 am

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

10

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

11

12

Praise Band 8am

Bible Study 10 am

Worship 9:30 am

13

Choir 7pm

Praise Band 8am

19
Bible Study 10 am

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

20
Newsletter
articles due
Handbells 6pm

Session 7PM

24

25

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

26

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible Study
7pm

21

22

23

29

30

Prayer 3 pm

Choir 7pm

Women's Bible Study
7pm

27

28

Bible Study 10 am

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Men’s Breakfast

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café
Handbells 6pm

18

14

Family Focus Team
10:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

17

Prayer 3 pm

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible Study
7pm
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(480) 946-4207
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
September, 2017
Since 1958
The Messenger is published monthly by Scottsdale Presbyterian Church —USPS 4860000
Periodical postage paid at Scottsdale, AZ. Postmaster send address changes to:
Vol. 37, Issue 9
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Manager

Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com
Sexton
Nursery Care Attendant

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
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