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“You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies 
by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the 
plague that destroys at midday."

Pastor's Column
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In His service, Pastor Bruce 

Beginning October 11th, we expect live weekly Sunday morning worship services to begin again in the Scottsdale 
Presbyterian Church sanctuary at 10:30 AM. Because not everyone will feel comfortable returning to live worship this 
month, we will also continue the internet broadcast of collaborative worship with Mountain View Presbyterian Church at 
9:00 AM on Sundays. That way, we will have two ways to join together in worship each Sunday.

Online Collaborative Worship Sundays @ 9:00 AM

Live Worship at SPC Sundays @ 10:30 AM

Live worship at SPC will look a bit different for the time being. SPC’s Relaunch Team has mapped out a plan to do live 
worship safely. Here is what to expect:

 All worshippers will be asked to wear facemasks

 Extra facemasks will be available to those who forgot to bring one

 Some doors designated as “Entrance” and others as “Exit” so that members do not bump into each other

 No greeters: we will have ushers stationed to help open doors for those needing help

 No bulletins

 Every other pew roped off

 Sitting six feet apart in seats that remain

 For Communion: An all-in-one communion cups have been ordered and are here.

 No singing by the congregation or only singing with masks on

 No hymnals

 No passing of the peace

 No passing of the offering plates but using offering boxes in the back

 No coffee hour

 No Sunday School, nursery, or children’s ministry for awhile

 Bottles of hand sanitizers strategically placed.

A helpful video explaining all this has been created and will be sent posted on our church website and sent to all SPC members and 
friends. Watch for that in the coming days. Besides this, we have been working collaboratively with four of our sister Presbyteian 
churches in order to offer online small group studies at five other times each week.
Please continue to be in prayer for our church and our church leaders. The same God who promised “You will not fear the terror of 
night… nor the plague that destroys at midday” leads us still.

Psalm 91:5-6



The Power of PRAISE!

Recently I woke up from an early morning dream 
knowing it was not an ordinary dream.  I dreamed that I 
was on a road trip. There was a truck and moderate 
traffic.   We were on a freeway, with multiple lanes 
heading in the same direction.

In my dream we were forced to come to a stop by an obstacle in the roadway.  The 
obstacle was a large concete wall that extended beyond eyesight both to the left and 
right and also up.  It was clear there was no way around or through this concrete wall. 
In my dream we just stopped and then my dream ended.

This happened on a Tuesday morning and later that morning I met with 2 friends by 
phone to pray for the GreenStone Ministry, our usual schedule.  I shared my dream with 
them and asked for prayer that I would be given understanding of the dream.

The week began to unfold and no clarity seemed to be coming.  Then a few days 
passed and as I was sitting on my living room couch for my early morning devotions, I 
began to pray and I was encouraged by the Holy Spirit to begin to praise.  As I praised 
the Lord I felt impressed that the Lord was allowing me to experience an interpretation 
to my earlier dream.  As I praised the concrete wall was becoming transparent.  As I 
continued praising, in a matter of minutes, I sensed the wall was still there but it was 
now completely transparent, no longer a concrete obstruction.  

Since that day the Lord has continued to remind me to praise Him.  When I was feeling 
out of sorts in any way, discouraged, sad or just not sure what to do next, I learned that 
if I began to praise, the problem either dissipated or the answer became clear.  

Scriptures remind us the Lord inhabits the praises of His people!  The book of Psalms is 
full of reminders to praise the Lord.  I sincerely believe we do not use the weapon or the 
gift of praise as much as the Lord wants us to.

I’ve been looking at new songs for the Praise and Worship Team.  I’ve discovered the 
texts often speak of praise. I look forward to singing them with you. 

Bottom line:  remind yourself to “praise the Lord at all times!”  Does that sound familiar?

I can’t wait until Oct 11 when our church will finally become once 
again our praise and worship space!  I am thankful for the Lord’s 
direction as the plans for this day continue to unfold.  It will be a 
blessed day!  Please continue to pray that the Lord will be glorified in 
all we say, sing and do!  And bring your friends with you!   
Carol Petersen, Director of Music
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Prayer Requests 
Our prayer team consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your requests 
added. 
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 October 2020 Preaching/Teaching Schedule 

Scottsdale Presbyterian & Mt. View Presbyterian Churches

The fall sermon series, for both live worship and online worship, is based on 
stories from the Gospels of Christ’s interaction with different people. It is 

designed to help us become better at talking with others about our faith. The 
companion book for this series will be Tim Keller’s Encounters with Jesus: 

Unexpected Answers to Life's Biggest Questions.

Worship Online Sundays at 9:00 AM

Live SPC Worship at 10:30 AM (beginning Oct 11th)

Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:00 PM Go to https://www.youtube.com/c/mtviewpres.
Oct 4th & 7th

Title: The Grieving Sisters
Scripture: John 11
Theme: Jesus encounters Mary and Martha at the time of Lazarus’ death
Other: Worldwide Communion Sunday
Preacher: Steve
Teacher: Bruce

Oct 11th &14th
Title: The Wedding Party
Scripture: John 2:2-11
Theme: Jesus Encounters his Mother
Preacher: Kirk
Teacher: Steve

Oct 18th & 21st
Title: The First Christian
Scripture: John 20:1-18
Theme: Jesus Encounters Mary at the Tomb
Preacher: Bruce
Teacher: Lyn

Oct 25th & 28th
Title: The Great Enemy
Scripture: Matthew 3 & 4
Theme: Jesus Encounters the Devil
Preacher: Steve
Teacher: Bruce



Group Date/Time Leader
Alpha Mondays @ 7 PM Bruce Johnson
Wednesday Bible Study Wednesdays @ 6 PM Various Pastors
Alpha Thursdays @ 7 PM Paul Stirnamin
Saturday Bible Study Saturdays @ 9 AM Paul Stirnamin
Alpha Saturdays @ 10 AM Alpha leaders

2020 Capital Campaign
The long absence of live worship 
on our church campus has given 
us a chance to undertake some 
repairs and upgrades to our 
facilities.  The new automatic 
doors for the sanctuary are being 
installed now. New cameras and 
other upgrades to technology for 
the sanctuary will soon follow. All 
of this will help us be made 
ready, “prepared to do any good 
work” (2 Timothy 2:21).  

It has been sixteen years since our last Capital Fund Drive and the Capital Fund 
reserves were largely depleted when the sanctuary air conditioners were replaced last year. The 
purpose if this new initiative would be to raise money for new improvements related to 
relaunching live worship and worship online from our sanctuary after the pandemic, attending to 
long-delayed facilities repairs, and rebuilding the Capital Fund reserves.

$28,000 New doors for sanctuary and church office
  $2,000 New cameras and AV equipment in sanctuary
$80,000 Reroofing the sanctuary
$16,000 Resurfacing the church parking lot
  $4,000 Refurbishing church sign on Hayden

     $20,000 Rebuilding the Capital Fund Reserves 

   $150,000 TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL

Work on these projects has already begun.
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TIMELINE

Initial approval by session, Organizing a Fund Drive team, June 2020
Bids solicited for various repairs and upgrades

Initial announcement to the congregation, more bids received July 

Campaign goal set by session, Campaign materials written,  August-September
Major donors contacted, Pledges from church leadership received

Campaign materials sent to the congregation concurrent to             October-November 
Our regular Fall Pledge drive; Capital fund pledges to be 
fulfilled over a three-year period

Capital Fund Drive fulfillment period January 2021-December 2023

Counting Our Blessings
SPC Good News in 2020

 5 weekly online Bible Studies this fall
 4 Emergency Food Drives coordinated
 3 days per week Homelessness Ministry
 2 weekly Sunday worship options:
o Online at 9:00 AM
o Live at SPC at 10:30 AM
 1 Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ

Shower Ministry to expand in October
As of press time, the funding appears secured to expand our Monday night shower 
ministry for people experiencing homelessness. A coalition of the City of Scottsdale, 
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church, Church of the Desert, First Southern Baptist Church 
Scottsdale, the Phoenix Rescue Mission, and Community Bridges is making this 
possible. Besides the current Monday night 
shower ministry from 5-7 PM, a New Faces 
Mobile Day Relief Center, staffed by 
Behavior Health professionals would 
operate from 9 AM to 5 PM two other days per week. On Wednesdays, it would be run 
at SPC. On Fridays, it would be run at First Southern Baptist Church Scottsdale. 
Additional contracted cleaning to meet COVID standards for health and safety is also 
part of this plan. Further details are pending. 
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“But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face.  so that it will not be obvious to men that you are 
fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.”            Matthew 6:16-18 

The SPC Prayer Team is willing to pray for you!  If you have a need we can pray about, 
please contact Jane at the office: jane@scottsdalechurch.com or Carol:  carolpetersen@mac.com.  
We are ready to share your concern with the 20-member Prayer Team who will daily pray for 
you.

The October 9 Prayer Team Prayer and Fasting Day will include 2 hours in the 
church sactuary from 10AM - Noon for the final time. 

As we re-open the church for worship on the following Sunday, Oct 11, it will be an 
important day to Fast and Pray for the congregation as we resume live worship! Please join us as 
we pray intentionally for the sanctuary, the narthex, the offices, the balcony and loft, the choir 
room and of course the congregation!

Thank you. We hope to see you! In our weakness is His strength.

A prayer guide will be provided although you may wish to bring your bible or the weekly Prayer 
Team sheet.  

We rejoice that God continues to heed our prayers. Many individuals have testified to the Lord’s 
work in their lives, giving God the glory, and thanking us for praying.  

Our Lord taught us to pray using the ever familiar Lord’s Prayer.  May we never grow weary of 
heeding His guidance to come before the throne of grace to honor our Heavenly Father with these 
thoughtful words:

“Our Father who art in heaven, holy be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.”  
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From the Evangelism Committee

No human being can tell the future with any degree of detail and accuracy.  If a book were able to do this, it 
must have been written by God.  In fact, in Isaiah chapter 46 verses 9- 10, God makes this claim:  “. . . I am God,
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from 
ancient times, what is still to come.”  If God can tell about a future event that is miraculous, and have it come 
true, we can be certain that God wrote the book that contains the prophecy.

132 A.D., the Jews again rebelled against Rome.  The emperor at that time was Hadrian. In 135 A.D., 
Hadrian's army defeated the Jewish armies and any vestige of Jewish independence was lost. Jerusalem was 
turned into a pagan city called Aelia Capitolina.  The Jews were forbidden to live there, and Hadrian changed 
the country's name from Judea to Syria Palaestina (Palestine). 

The Jews were then scattered throughout the world (as prophesied in Deuteronomy 4:27).  For almost 2,000 
years, there was no Israel.  Yet the Bible declared over and over that God would regather His people to Israel 
and declared that there would be an Israel before Christ returned.  For almost 2,000 years unbelievers laughed at 
the Bible because when a country disappears it doesn’t come back.  Where are the Aztec and the Inca empires 
on the map today?  Where are the Hittite and the Ottoman empires?  But God had declared that Israel would 
exist again.  And on Nov. 29, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for 
Palestine to be partitioned between Arabs and Jews, allowing for the formation of the Jewish state of Israel.  
The General Assembly voted, 33-13, in favor of partition.  Six months later, on May 14, 1948 Jewish leaders in 
the region formed the State of Israel. On May 14th, 1948 Israel re-appeared on the map after almost 2,000 
years. Here is God's prophecy in Isaiah 66:8 that was fulfilled:

 Who has ever heard of such things?  Who has ever seen things like this? 
Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? 
Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children.

God wrote the Bible.  And God’s book says that He loves you so much that He sent His Son to take the 
punishment for your sin, restore your relationship with God, and give you eternity in heaven with Him.

Father God,  

Thank you for Your great love.  Thank you for your amazing grace.  Thank You for sending Jesus, Your Son to 
open the door to heaven for us.

In Your Son’s name, we pray.

Amen

If, in your discussions with others, you are confronted with a question about the Bible or Christianity that you 
cannot answer, please consider sharing that question with Pastor Bruce (602-923-4299) or Jim or Ann Myers 
(480-483-4602) or Paul Stirnaman (562-650-3337). God bless you.

Page 7"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19



……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, 
and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 
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Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

9
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October 2020

30

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Session 7pm
     Zoom

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Worship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 am
Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream 

Bible Study 9am

Online

Prayer Team  Day
of  Fasting

Church open for 
Prayer 10am - Noon

Online

Online

Online

31

Live Worship 10:30 am
in the SPC
Sanctuary

Live Worship 10:30 am
in the SPC
Sanctuary

Live Worship 10:30 am
in the SPC
Sanctuary

 Handbell Quartet
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

 Handbell Quartet
Choir Room 6-7 pm

 Handbell Quartet
Choir Room 6-7 pm

 Handbell Quartet
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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