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Pastor's Column
"What shall I return to the LORD for all his goodness to me?"
Psalm 116:12

It all began sixty years ago, in the spring of 1958, when sixteen
souls met for worship in the American Legion Hall of
Scottsdale. Dr. Claude Morton presided over what was billed
as a meeting to form the “East Scottsdale Presbyterian
Church.” Seven months later, on the evening of November 16,
1958, Scottsdale Presbyterian Church was formally chartered
with about 80 founding members and the Rev. Johnston H.
“Jack” Calhoun our first installed pastor. A year and a
half later, at the northeast corner of Hayden and Osborn Roads,
the construction of our first building was completed. This plot
of ground has been our congregation’s worshipping home ever
since.
As we mark six decades of ministry and service in the name of our Lord and Savior, we
must first give thanks for the Lord’s goodness. God is good—all the time. We have
witnessed innumerable examples of that through the years in prayers answered, wounds
healed, lives changed, wisdom gained, and disciples made. My own life has been changed
for the better by being part of this community of spiritual friends. Here at SPC I have
found encouragement, and good council, and opportunities for worship, fellowship,
service and prayer.
Our annual season of gratitude is a chance to respond to what all of us have received by
giving back to God and others. Stewardship Sunday will be on November 4th and you and I
are being asked turn in our 2019 pledge cards and our Operation Christmas Child shoe
boxes that same day. Throughout November, we are also collecting food for Vista del
Camino’s holiday food drive. A description of their holiday food box “wish list” is included
in this newsletter. After Thanksgiving, we will again be part of Vista del Camino’s Holiday
Adopt-a-Family program. The Psalmist asked, “What shall I return to the LORD for all his
goodness to me?” It is a privilege to give back and remember again all of God’s blessing to
us.
In His service,
Pastor Bruce

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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Greetings from the SPC Music Ministry!
Peeking into the choir room on Wednesday nights this
time of the year you will hear a preview of Advent and
Christmas tunes! It’s no surprise choir preparation
lives in the future as well as the present! Please pray
that our bodies and voices will remain strong and
healthy as we rigorously and joyfully prepare for the
celebrations that lie ahead of us!
A member of the choir recently told me he sleeps so
well after choir practice! This comment caused me to
reflect on my post-choir practice routine which often
includes a hearty snack,
sometimes keeping me up
well into the next day!
Singing does in fact
release good vibes into the
soul and body!
Try it
sometime!
It may not
cure everything that ailes
you but most will agree
there is a positive effect!
After all, scripture does say “Make a joyful noise to
the Lord!” Notice it doesn’t say “beautiful”, it says
“joyful”!
Also the word “noise” does not suggest
“beautiful”! So I repeat “Try it sometime!”
God bless!

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office or email info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your
requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

John 9
John 10
John 11
John 12

Becoming the Right Person
Guest Preacher: Bob Simmons
Letting Go
Guest Preacher: Gloria Pulido

____________________________________________________________________________

•
•
•
•

How to Pack a Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box
Help spread the Good News of God’s love to children in need! By
packing a shoebox full of simple gifts and sending it off with
prayer, you can be part of transforming entire families and
communities around the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Many recipients also go on to participate in our 12-lesson followup Bible study course, The Greatest Journey.
Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
Start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with pump, or clothing outfit
that will capture the child’s attention the instant he or she opens the box.
Fill it with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to fill the shoebox.
A $9 donation per shoebox gift is critical to provide for shipping and other ministry expenses.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Church of the Desert

Redemption Church Scottsdale

is now
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Vista Del Camino Thanksgiving Food Drive
Vista del Camino is seeking donations to provide about 500 food boxes
for the Thanksgiving Holiday. Our church will be collecting donations
throughout November. Their food box wish list includes $25 grocery gift
cards (for a turkey or ham), stuffing mix, instant potatoes,
jello, and the following canned goods: cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, corn, string beans,
pumpkin, fruit, evaporated milk, chicken broth, and gravy.
________________________________________________________________________________

Adopt-a-Family Holiday Program

This year, 200 families, will be enrolled at the Vista del Camino Holiday Adopta-Family program. Our church is adopting one of those families. Beginning
November 26, “Tags” will available to be picked up from our “Angel Tree” in
the church Narthex. Each tag has suggested gifts to purchase for our adopted
family. Please bring in your un-wrapped gifts, along with the tags by Sunday,
December 10th. Thank you!
___________________________________________________________________________________

Community Navigator Efforts Continue to Grow
Over two hundred additional people were trained in Scottsdale this fall under the
Community Navigator model offered by the New Faces Partnership and led by Pastor
Bruce. A Community Navigator is defined as “a trained volunteer, or staff member, who
helps people in financial distress navigate their way through the social service and
healthcare systems.”

45 Attendees – Vista del Camino for a
full day of training on September 25th.

184 Attendees – St. Pat’s Catholic Church
for a homelessness panel on October 18th.

A PRAYER

Lord God, we desperately need your wisdom. You have given us
a great country, founded on principles and truths from Your
Word. We need men and women who will honor You, trust
You, and lead us once again back to You. We pray for servant
leaders who love the things You love and who care more about
others than themselves.
Give us leaders with discerning hearts, bold faith, and wise
minds that model Your character. Teach them-and us-not
just what is good, but what is best. Guide them in the way our
country should go. Give them purity in their intentions, and
godliness in their convictions. Energize their spirits and bodies
physically and spiritually, and keep them emotionally secure in
the knowledge of who You are-and whose they are. Help them
to be bighearted and sincere, energetic in goodness, and
courteous in their manners.
Guide our leaders to make wise choices, and when they don't
know what to do, help them keep their eyes on You. Let them
take a firm stand on issues that truly matter to You, regardless
of the consequences or approval ratings. We pray that your
guidance and inspiration as well as your compassion will be in
their hearts and ours.

How to Get Around When You Can No Longer Drive
By Ginny Mountain
You know you need to stop driving, but you are afraid of losing your independence. That is no
longer true – welcome to the world of freedom. No more worries about traffic, finding a
parking place, carrying groceries, car maintenance, or rising gas prices! Door-to-door.
To get started you will need a cell phone (a flip phone won’t do), a credit card, and a willingness
to learn something new. After all, you did not know how to drive when you first got into a car,
nor could you work all the gadgets on that new model. The phone is your vehicle, and you will
learn how to “drive” it.
Where to begin –
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Go to Target and inquire about a phone from Consumer Cellular.
You will need to be able to make phone calls, use text messaging,
and access Lyft or Uber phone applications. An AARP discount is available.
Go to the Senior Center on Granite Reef, taking your driver’s license and a bill
which will prove you are a Scottsdale resident. Complete the application for
taxi vouchers. You will not have to keep going back, as you place an order for
up to 16 at the beginning of the month for the next month, and they will be
mailed to you. These will pay for 80% of your ride up to $10. There will be a
choice of taxi companies, and you may use any of them.
Ask for assistance to sign up for Lyft or Uber on your phone. Any young person can help
you with this. Rides will be billed directly to your credit card. Be ready to go when you
call them as they tend to arrive quickly.
For longer rides, sign up with ADA Paratransit. Call 602-253-5000. Request an
application which will be mailed to you. Return the application by mail, and you will be
called for an evaluation appointment at their location. They will pick you up and bring
you home. This is basically Dial—a-Ride by a new name, and is NOT noted for speed, but
WILL take you anyplace for $4.
Duet is a volunteer group who provide services at no cost (donation is suggested). Call
602-274-5022. This requires a 4-day notice and no appointments before 9:30am. Not
always available depending on the number of volunteers.
Call your insurance provider, and inquire if they participate in the VOLP transportation
program.

For additional support and encouragement, check with Ginny Mountain.

Stewardship and Missions
Schedule of events for Fall 2018
“…speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in
every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that
is, Christ.” Ephesians 4:15

DATE

Event/Task

September 9

Multi-Faith 9/11 Food Drive; Q & A Cong. Meeting;
MusicaNova Concert @ 3:00 PM—Harp

September 30

Stewardship Announcement # 1 (Bob Howard, Theme &
Dates); Joint Lunch with Redemption

October 5

Clean Comedy on the Grass @ 7:00 PM
Stewardship Letter & Pledge card mailed & emailed

October 7

Stewardship Announcement #2 (Brett Recen, Mission); OCC
Video #1—“Shoe Box Gift Suggestions” (0:33); Shoe Boxes
Available; MusicaNova Concert @ 3—Soprano

October 14

Stewardship Announcement # 3 (Tina Sedlock, Prayer); OCC
Video # 2 “2018 Overview” (3:10); Swip Swap Box

October 19

Quarterly Giving Statements with 2019 Pledge reminder sent

October 21

New Members Welcomed; Announcement re: Thanksgiving
Food Drive for Vista del Camino

October 28

Stewardship Announcement #4 (Eric Palumbo, Summary and
nuts and bolts of turning in pledge cards); OCC Video # 3 —
“Shoe Box Gift Suggestions” (0:33)

November 4

**STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY**
Turn in Pledge cards / Bring in OCC Shoe Boxes

November 11

Mission: Thanksgiving Food Drive for Vista del Camino;
Stack of Shoe boxes continues to grow;
Update on Pledge totals

November 19

Thank you Letters/Reminder Letters mailed

Nov 25 & Dec 2

Mission: Adopt-a-Family

December 1

TrembleClefs Saturday Concert —Christmas Music @1:00 PM

December 9

MusicaNova Concert @ 3:00 PM—MNO Brass Christmas Music

December 9 & 16 Mission: Deacons’ Gift Cards

Fourth Draft—9/19/18
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…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staf f ,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard,

Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Jackie Parks (Church of the Desert)

For Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Jackie Parks, Pastor Sean Mortenson and
Pastor Bruce Johnson.
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1 Thursday night Women's Bible study - See Theresa Wilbur for information

2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3 Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for November are:

Spaghetti & Sauce. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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November, 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible
Study 7pm

4

5

6

7

8

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

11

Prayer 3 pm
Handbell Choir
6PM - 6:50
Adult Choir
7PM - 8:10

12

13

14

15

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:00—9:00 am

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Randy’s Café

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Session 7 pm

18

19

20

Handbell Choir
6PM - 6:50
Adult Choir
7PM - 8:10

21

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm

22

23

24

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

25

Newsletter
articles due

26

27

28

29

30

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Handbell Choir
6PM - 6:50
Adult Choir
7PM - 8:10

Prayer 3 pm
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“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
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Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Jane Cicinelli
Manager
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
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Our Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

