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Pastor's Column
I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me
and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us
start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.
Nehemiah 2:18
When I was studying in Jerusalem as a young man, I lived on top of what once was the southwest corner of the
old city wall. I say “what once was” because the walls of Jerusalem have changed many, many time in the past 3,500 years.
In the Iron Age I Period, 1,000 years before Jesus, when King David wrote his psalms of
praise to the Lord, the old Jebusite walls did not reached that far west. David sang nonetheless,
“Peace be within your walls and security within your towers!”
In the Iron Age II Period, 700 years before Jesus, not only had the walls reached that far,
they were already a century old. King Hezekiah was strengthening the city walls ahead of a feared
invasion by the Assyrian army. Hezekiah did his part and prayed, “O LORD our God, save us,
please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God
alone.”
In the Persian Period, 440 years before Jesus, Nehemiah surveyed the walls of Jerusalem
which were in disrepair. He oversaw their rebuilding and said to those working on that task,
“Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome.”
In the Herodian period, Jesus’s day, our Master gathered nearby to eat the Last Supper. At
that time, this part of the wall encircled the high rent district of Jerusalem. It was the area where
homeowners could afford to build upper rooms. Jesus said of the Temple walls then, “not one stone
here will be left on another; every one will be thrown.”
Building and rebuilding has a long history in the Holy City and a long history among God’s people. The
Church around the globe has gone various periods of both growth and persecution over the past twenty centuries. But
God’s people still endure, and the gospel is still advancing.
At Scottsdale Presbyterian Church, it is time to begin rebuilding again. We will be concentrating this next year on trying
to answer an important question: What would a deeper collaboration with Redemption Church Scottsdale look like? Is
this the way God wants us to rebuild? We have not answered this question yet. No decision has been made, but is it time
to put pencil to paper and figure somethings out together. If God is calling our two congregations to merge in some way,
shape, or form, where would that way take us? What shape would our common worship and ministry take? What form
would such a combined caring community of faith become? We must answer such questions before we can discern
whether God is calling us to merge with one another.
At every step, we want to communicate with excellence to everyone concerned. The session, the Vision Team, and the
Coordinating Team will each oversee different aspects of communicating well. That’s the first task: a detailed plan to
communicate well and keep everyone in the loop. I think this could be a marvelous year of strengthening our faith
together because we will be seeking God’s will together. May God continue to guide us as we begin this good work.

In His service,
Pastor Bruce

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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It is wonderful to be back in the fall groove
again! Having spent a large part of my life in a
classroom, the school year cycle is wellengraved within me! Here at SPC the choir
and the handbell rehearsals are in full swing.
At both rehearsals this week we read Advent
and Christmas music for the first time!
I decided in this newsletter to give a peek into the “behind-the-scenes” activity for
the SPC music ministry! As Music Director, I work out of 2 offices, the office in
the choir room and the office in my home. My personal computer and digital
keyboard in my home office as well as the baby grand piano in my living room
play an important part in all preparation.
An important tool for planning and preparation is the CCLI license which the
church renews each year for permission to use music that primarily is played by
the praise band. With the CCLI license we are granted permission to legally
reproduce the songs that are owned by the copyright owners of the music. For
the next 6 months SPC is on a cycle to report all CCLI song use so that the
copyright owners of the music can receive payment. It is very useful and
extremely comprehensive. We keep a file of the song copies which are most
commonly used in our worship services. Recently we did a thorough “housecleaning” of this file because there were songs which we no longer sing in the
drawers occupying needed space! The beauty of CCLI is that if a song “comes
back into style” in the future, it can easily be retrieved from CCLI.
Another important tool located in the choir room is the extensive music files with
music for general use, for Christmas, Lent and Easter. When I was interviewed
for the position of Director of Music at SPC I was very impressed with the music
files, the variety of music and the history of the music ministry which is reflected
in those files! The size of our choir now requires a different type of music
arrangement for SAB voicing (Soprano, Alto and Baritone) so happily we have
been able to add some of those arrangements.
Music for the Handbells is also stored in the files in the choir room as well as the
handbell cases and tables. It is a very user-friendly environment!
You are welcome to visit the choir room at any time!
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His Holy Name!” Ps 103
Carol Petersen, Director of Music

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office: 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com
to have your requests added to the prayer chain.
___________________________________________________________________________

Preaching Schedule
November 5
November 12
November 19
November 26

John 14:15-27
Acts 4:23-37
Matthew 18:15-35
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

Believable: The Holy Spirit
Believable: One Church
Believable: Forgiveness
Believable: Eternal Life

____________________________________________________________________

Bring in your Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box (and Pledge Card) on November 12th
Since 1993, more than 146 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have
experienced God’s love through the power of simple shoebox gifts from
Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and
ministry partners to deliver the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of
Jesus Christ. Since 2010, more than 11 million children who have received a shoebox gift have
participated in The Greatest Journey—a 12-lesson discipleship program. Children learn from
trained, local volunteers what it means to follow Jesus and share their faith with friends and family.

How to Pack a Shoe Box Gift:
•
Decide whether you will pack a box
for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2–4,
5–9, or 10–14.
•
Start with a quality “wow” item such
as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with pump,
or clothing outfit that will capture the
child’s attention the instant he or she opens
the box.
•
Fill it with other fun toys, hygiene
items, and school supplies to fill the
shoebox.

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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Two members of our SPC family are members
of the Temble Clefs!

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team: Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George and Ginny
Mountain, Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Patti Otto.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1. Thursday Night Women's Bible Study continues with "It's Great to be Queen"
by Liz Curtis Higgs. Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.
2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for November are:

Spaghetti and Sauce. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
Handbells 6pm

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

Prayer 3 pm

Choir 7pm

5

6

7

Praise Band 8am

8

9

Family Focus Team
10:30 am

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Handbells 6pm

Prayer 3 pm

Choir 7pm
Women's Bible Study
7pm

12

13

14

15

16

Praise Band 8am
Men’s Breakfast

Worship 9:30 am

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

19

20

21

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible Study
7pm

22

23

29

30

24

25

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Newsletter
articles due

Musica Nove Concert
3pm Native Drums

26

Session 7PM

27

28

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Handbells 6pm
Adopt-A-Family
gift tags available

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Choir 7pm
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com
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Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
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