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Pastor's Column
"The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them. ”
Isaiah 11:6

Very recently, Laurie and I inherited a number of paintings
done years ago by Laurie’s mother. Jean was a fine artist. One of her
southwest landscapes was bought by Arizona Bank and hung for
many years in their main branch office on Scottsdale Road. Now
another painting of hers, entitled “Bengal Tigers of India,” hangs
in my church office. I continue to be surprised at how much joy it
gives me to look up from my desk at see it there. There is the joy
because the piece of art itself is beautiful. There is also joy because
it reminds me of Jean, and how much she loved me, and how much I continue to love and miss her.
Memory is a tricky thing. It can enrich our lives—as Jean’s painting continually does for
me. It can also have the opposite affect if the memory of old hurts or profound loss keeps us from
dwelling on our current blessings. So there is an art to dealing with our memory: celebrate the past,
enjoy the present, be hopeful for the future. The Bible gives us a glorious vision of Christ’s future
kingdom, a peaceable place where all of God’s creature will finally be in harmony. Psalm 103
reminds us to forget not all of the Lord’s present benefits to us:
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
who satisfies your desires with good things….
Grateful, thankful, and hopeful: those are my goals for the past, present, and future. Through
incorporating those virtues each day, I pray that God will work through me to make the world more
beautiful for others. How will God use your own memories?

In His service,
Pastor Bruce
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“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20

When I open a program at a concert I expect
to see information about the people who will
be performing. Perhaps the soloists will list a
bio of their most impressive achievements or
the music being played has an interesting
story to tell which gives insight into the
composer’s perspective of the composition. Programs are interesting and
are meant to enrich the audience experience.
Here at SPC each Sunday the people who prepare the music and preach
the sermon also have stories that might make for an interesting program
bio. For example, tonight at choir practice I took a survey of the members
of the SPC choir to determine how many years of singing in a choir they
represent. Excluding myself there were 6 people at the choir rehearsal.
Each person shared their best estimate of the number of years they have
sung in a choir and we came up with a total of about 300 years of choral
experience from within that group of 6 people! That is an amazing statistic!
But no program will be printed that will include this info. That’s not the way
we do it in church music. But we do acknowledge in other ways.
For example, as we near the end of this year’s choir season, we give
thanks for each dedicated choir member. The choir also prays for each
other when needed, we give thanks for each other when something good
happens and when, regrettably, we take each other for granted, we make
an effort to express our appreciation to each other! Choir folks usually are
volunteers — especially church choir voices! That makes those 300 years
even more special as it represents 300 years of volunteering, of singing to
the glory of God, not to get someone’s acclaim, money or attention!
As you read this I hope you will say a prayer of thanks
to God for all choir/music people who volunteer their
time, energy and abilities so that God will be
glorified and people’s lives will be edified.
Carol Petersen, Director of Music

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com
to have your requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
May 6
1 Chron 20:1-8
Restoration Project
May 13
2 Chron 7:11-22
Grandmother’s China
May 20
2 Chron 20:1-30
Unexpected Options
May 27
Guest Preacher
_____________________________________________________________________

1)

Thank you to all those at SPC who have helped at the MusicaNova concerts throughout this season. Special
thanks to Pastor Bruce, Margaret Koontz, Rick Widner, Jeff Barton & Carol Petersen. This team has been
wonderful to us throughout the season.

2) MusicaNova’s final “free” (donations accepted) community concert will be on Saturday, May 12th at 4 PM in
the Sanctuary. MusicaNova and Harmony Project Phoenix join in a special side-by-side concert celebrating
collaboration between our two groups. Hear Vivaldi’s Four Seasons with violin soloist Eva Dove, world
premieres from composers Zachary Bush and Diogo Pereira, and MusicaNova Young Artist Morgan
Beckstead who returns as soloist in Haydn’s Piano Concerto in D Major. Christiano Rodrigues serves as
concertmaster
and musical director of the program.
_____________________________________________________________________

The Session Needs your Questions.
As discussions continue on the possibility of the joining together of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Redemption
Church, Scottsdale, our session wants to continue making accurate information available to everyone in a timely
manner. The write up in this month’s newsletter on similarities and differences between “ECO Churches and
Redemption Church” is a part of that plan.
A next step is to create a “FAQ” document, fill with “frequently asked questions” from SPC members and friends about
the future. These will be paired up with accurate answers. So…we need your questions. Contact any of the elders below
with you questions. Our clerk of session, Tina Sedlock, is compiling a master list of the frequently asked questions.

ELDERS:
Jeffrey Barton
Bob Howard, Jr.
Brett Recen
Tina Sedlock
Terry Linnig
Eric Palumbo

602-571-1016
480-314-2085
480-861-3987
602-369-4439
480-570-2181
602-390-0198

2jeffbart@gmail.com
robert@arizonalawgroup.com
bgrecen@hotmail.com
tmpeap@yahoo.com
howziz@hotmail.com
eapers05@yahoo.com

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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ECO Churches and Redemption Church
Both ECO: A Covenant Order Evangelical Presbyterians and Redemption Church in
Arizona stand broadly in the evangelical and Reformed traditions. Here are several key
similarities and differences between these two Reformed bodies.

History
ECO was formed as a denomination in 2012 largely by congregations that had departed
from the Presbyterian Church (USA). In Arizona, ECO’s Hope Presbytery was formed in
2018. Scottsdale Presbyterian Church was planted in 1958.
Redemption Church was established as a multi-congregational church in 2011, joining
together several existing nondenominational churches in Arizona. Unlike a multi-site
church model, each congregation develops particular approaches to fit its own ministry
context. Redemption Church, Scottsdale was planted in 2016.

Size
ECO’s Hope Presbytery has 11 congregations in Arizona, with 3,200 members.
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church has about 70 adults as covenant partners (members).
Redemption Church is one church with 10 congregations across Arizona, with 4,500
members. Redemption Church, Scottsdale averages about 100 adults in worship on
Sundays, plus 50 children in its Kids Ministry.

Theological Approach
ECO unites pastors and congregations around a common theological core. The goal is
not to be same-minded, but like-minded. They affirm that theological consensus around
certain essentials is foundational for a healthy denomination. As a covenant community,
their unity derives from a clearly-articulated theology that is Christ-centered, Reformed,
and evangelical.
Redemption draws a distinction between biblical practices, where unity of conviction is
important and warranted by Scripture, and “open-handed” issues where scripture is not
explicitly clear. Therefore, freedom is given within the church to hold different
convictions as long as those convictions remain within the spectrum of biblical
Christianity and the manner in which one carries them is not divisive.

Doctrinal Standards
ECO: The Bible and the Essential Tenets document written by ECO. They also refer for
theological guidance to a collection of historical doctrinal statements, called
Confessional Standards, which includes the Nicene Creed, the Apostles' Creed, the
Heidelberg Catechism, the Second Helvetic Confession, the Westminster Confession of
Faith, the Shorter Catechism, the Larger Catechism, and the Theological Declaration of
Barmen.

Redemption: The Bible and the confessional statement of the Gospel Coalition, a
fellowship of evangelical churches in the Reformed tradition deeply committed to
renewing our faith in the gospel of Christ and to reforming our ministry practices to
conform fully to the Scriptures.

Beliefs
Both ECO and Redemption church are aligned on basics beliefs about God, Christ,
Scripture, the Gospel, grace, justification, and sanctification.

Baptism
ECO: “In the Baptism of infants, we confess our confidence in God’s gracious initiative,
that a baby who cannot turn to God is nonetheless claimed as a member of the
covenant community, a child of God, cleansed by grace and sealed by the Spirit; in the
Baptism of adults, we confess our confidence that God’s grace can make us new
creations at any stage of our lives. Baptism is a sign and seal of the covenant of grace,
a mark of entrance into the visible church, and it is the Holy Spirit that makes this
sacrament efficacious in God's time to those whom he has called.”
Redemption "Baptism is a sign of initiation into God’s family. It is a ritual act where a
person associates himself/herself with Christ, reinforcing the covenant of grace in which
God grants salvation through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is a
celebratory event and an act of personal confession that God has changed a person’s
heart and called him/her to know, love, and follow Him. At Redemption Church we
practice ‘believer’s baptism.’ This means it is our conviction that baptism is appropriately
administered only to those who give a thoughtful profession of faith in Jesus Christ. In
other words, we believe that baptism should come after faith in Jesus, rather than
before."

Church Leadership
As is true for many Christian traditions, Redemption Church and ECO use the following
terms in slightly different ways: elder, deacon, pastor, and ordination.
ECO: “We affirm that men and women alike are called to all the ministries of the
Church, and that every member is called to share in all of Christ’s offices within the
world beyond the church.” ECO allows for the ordination of both men and women.
Redemption: “…both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ and to be
developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of the people of God.”
Redemption Church, Scottsdale seeks to lift up the gifts and voices of women in the
church. Redemption congregations have held to a practice of male eldership.

Church Property
ECO: Church property belongs to the local congregation with each congregation being a
separate cooperation and its nonprofit status derived from the denomination.
Redemption: Local congregations are not independent corporations. Church property is
held collectively by the one nonprofit corporation.
April 17, 2018

GreenStone
Ministry
Annual
Memorial Day Picnic
Monday, May 28, 2018
Celebrate 2017 Bible Distribution with

Friends + Family + Fellowship+ Free Food
7700 E. Roosevelt in Scottsdale
Vista del Camino Park
Ramada #1 10AM - 2PM
(west of Hayden)

Offering for Bible Distribution
Free Ethiopian Flags - 2 sizes
for making a monthly pledge!

Facebook LIVE!

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staf f ,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team:Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George,
Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Jackie Parks (Redemption)

For Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Eric Palumbo, Brett
Recen.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Ginny Mountain, Nellie Schwartz, Jackie Parks,
Pastor Sean Mortenson and Pastor Bruce Johnson.
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

1. And last but not least:
Thursday Night Women's Bible Study has returned! Contact Teresa Wilbur for more
information.

2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for May are: Peanut

Butter and Jelly. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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May
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

Prayer 3 pm

6

7

8

Praise Band 8am

9

10

Family Focus
Team 10:30am

Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3 pm

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

13

14

15

16

17

Praise Band 8am
Men’s Breakfast

Worship 9:30 am

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Session 7PM

20

PraiseBand 8am

21

22

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

23

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm

24

25

26

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Newsletter
articles due

27

28

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

29

30

Prayer 3 pm

31

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(480) 946-4207
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
May, 2018
Since 1958
The Messenger is published monthly by Scottsdale Presbyterian Church —USPS 4860000
Periodical postage paid at Scottsdale, AZ. Postmaster send address changes to:
Vol. 38, Issue 5
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Manager

Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com
Sexton
Nursery Care Attendant

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
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