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Pastor's Column
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer."
Acts 2:42

I was a wonderful moment. Last month the session reached the halfway point in their six-month
journey through the “Becoming a Flouring Church” series developed by ECO. The premise of this series is
that flourishing churches are led by flourishing leaders who are themselves flourishing disciples. At the
halfway point, every member of the session (including me) is supposed to share a plan, a specific shortterm plan for how he or she will flourish and grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ. You prayerfully pick an
area of your spiritual life you would like to strengthen. Specific activities for shoring up this or that area are
chosen. In that way, the plan is created.
But would it work? Would we all come to the
meeting with our “homework” completed? It can be an
intimidating thing to share in this way. Would each person
task the risk, put it the time and effort, and come ready
to share?
I’m happy to say that everyone came prepared. For instance, my plan is focused on deepening my
individual prayer life. I want to spend 15 minutes, first thing in the morning, in prayer moving through the
simple ACTS pattern: Adoration (praise and worship), Confession (admitting my faults before God),
Thanksgiving (counting my blessings), and Supplication (praying for myself and others). Then I’ll end
with the Lord’s prayer. I’ve chosen two books on prayer to read over the next four months and a few other
experiences to try too. Every elder also came with a detailed plan focused on his or her own goal for
drawing closer to Christ.
You may have noticed that there are fewer things on the Church’s master calendar this month.
This is intentional. Instead of creating more activities this first half of 2017, the plan is for session members
to draw closer to God. Then we can better see where to focus the church’s future efforts in the second half
of the year.
Please be in prayer for the elders and me as we each work out, and live out, our plans for being
flourishing disciples. Like the saints of old, we are trying to focus on what is most important.

In His service, Pastor Bruce

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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Echoes of Easter remain with me on this 4th day after Easter. These words from the
Easter anthem repeat over and over in my spirit: “Death has died, love has won,
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Jesus Christ has overcome. He is risen from the dead!”
Over and over the Lord confirmed that the anthem, “Mercy Tree” was to be sung on
Easter Sunday! The process of selecting the Easter anthem began in the summer of
2016. The music “catalog” I turn to for anthem ideas is on the internet and many
possibilities are available to listen to. After repeated listenings and comparisons with
other possible choices, the options were narrowed down to 2 or 3 choices. This year I
was keenly aware that the Lord was leading me to select anthems about the cross for
both Palm Sunday and Easter, as well as some of the Lenten anthems.
Gratitude must be mentioned in this process because the music ministry is blessed to
have been given designated memorial gifts for the purpose of purchasing choir music.
Obviously knowing there is a fund to pay for the music plus instrumental parts makes
the decision easier.
This year I also wanted to include members of the Praise Band in the anthem and
thankfully Haley and Brett were a natural and blessed addition!
It is always a blessing for the choir to sing with the instrumental ensemble. As I often
tell them, they sometimes sound like a choir of 500 voices when they are inspired by the
instruments!
Thank you to all who were part of our Ash Wednesday through Easter observance this
year, beginning and ending with “In Christ Alone” and joining with the congregation to
sing Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus”. Many of us have sung or played that beautiful music
over and over and each time it remains as sweet and inspiring as ever!
May the season of Easter continue to glow within each one of us! Carol Petersen

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com
to have your requests added to the prayer chain.
___________________________________________________________________________

Preaching Schedule
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Mark 3:20-34
Mark 4
Mark 5
Mark 6:1-13

The Real You
Guest Preacher, Fred Davis
Guest Preacher, Fred Davis
Ignorance is Underrated

______________________________________
Guest Preacher, Fred Davis
This month, we will twice welcome back Fred Davis as
our guest preacher. Fred, a Colorado native, is a
graduate of Wheaton College and Denver Seminary.
After retiring from full time ministry, Fred and his wife
Judy relocated from Enumclaw, Washington to Surprise,
Arizona. Playing the trumpet is only one of his many
talents.

____________________________________________________________________________
TELL SOMEONE STUDY Begins April 23rd
In preparation for the Harvest America event this summer at
University of Phoenix Stadium, we will be holding a “Tell
Someone” study between Easter and June. “Tell Someone” is a
video series by Greg Laurie focused on how to engaged others
with the gospel message. The study will take place during the
Adult Sunday School hour, after worship, beginning April
23rd in the church lounge.

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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SPECIAL OFFERING MOTHER’S DAY
An offering will be collected on May 14, Mother’s Day, to support the Harvest America
Event at University of Phoenix Stadium. The total cost of holding this evangelistic
gathering in our state comes to $15 for every seat in the
football stadium. We are being encouraged to sponsor a
one of more seats with a gift of $15 or more on Mother’s
Day. Then our church will also begin praying the people
who will be sitting in that section of the stadium that was
sponsored by SPC. Our prayers will be joined with the
prayers of other congregations who are doing the same
thing. It is an investment, through gifts and prayers, it what
God soon will do in the lives of our neighbors.

Pastor Bruce To Attend World Summit In DC
Many people might not consider persecution to be a blessing, yet God’s
Word tells us it is. “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account” (Matthew
5:11). Throughout history, millions of Christians have died for their faith,
and martyrdom continues to be an ongoing reality in many places around
the word today.
The World Summit in Defense of Persecuted
Christians is being convened by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, May 10-13, 2017 in
Washington, D.C. Pastor Bruce will be one of the
delegates. Some 600 church leaders, victims of
persecution and advocates from about 130 countries
will come together at the summit and talk about the
current persecution of Christians throughout the
world.
Christians in more than 60 countries face
persecution from their governments or surrounding
neighbors simply because of their belief in Jesus
Christ, according to the United States Department
of State. This abuse can include beatings, physical
torture, imprisonment, severe punishment, isolation,
rape and even death.
Rev. Viktor Hamm, vice president of BGEA’s Crusade Ministries said this
summit will allow the ministry “to support those who are persecuted [and]
call the attention of the world to the fact of persecution. If one part of the
body suffers, everyone suffers, and we are responsible for our brothers
and sisters,” Hamm said. “And [Christians] should have taken that
responsibility years ago.”
About 125 persecuted Christians are expected to attend the summit and
many will share their stories during breakout sessions. There will also be
times of prayer for believers around the world who remain under
oppression.

ECO Report from Dana Allin, Synod Executive for ECO

I am thrilled with the number of churches who are utilizing the “Becoming a Flourishing
Church” series that is available on our website. The feedback has been very positive as
many leaders wrestle with the question of what is next for their congregations as they
seek to truly flourish. My only concern are the leaders who say, “Our church is only
going to do the last two sessions related to being a flourishing church.
We are not going to
worry so much about
what it means to be a
flourishing disciple.” We
are certainly fine with
churches who want to
use other materials when
it comes to
discipleship. However,
my hesitation comes
when our leaders are of
the mindset that we can
make healthy churches
without continually
focusing on our spiritual vitality as both individuals and sessions.
From the "Boardroom" to the "Upper Room"
It has been great to have Lisa Johnson working in the area of lay leadership
development, particularly because of her experience with the Elder Leadership Institute.
Since its inception, ELI has desired to transform sessions from a “boardroom”
environment to an “upper room” environment where Jesus met with His disciples. This
is to say that the session meetings should be more than a place where business gets
done. Meetings should be places of encouragement where elders become more and
more in love with Christ! Lisa, and others who have been involved with ELI, have seen
the benefit of sessions who have taken seriously the challenge to function like upper
room communities. They have found that not only does their “business” get done more
quickly, but they are more able to discern the call of Christ on their congregations even
more clearly.
Building Trust
This isn’t to say that there is always agreement among session members on the upper
room environment. In fact, sometimes because of becoming upper room communities,
trust is built among the elders and they are free to have greater and more robust
dialogue surrounding potential directions for the church. The change, however, is that

there is a greater love and appreciation for one another on the session, as well as a
more intense focus on the mission and call of Jesus, as opposed to elders wanting to
see personal preferences enhanced.
I love that a central theme of ECO is that we want to be a covenant community. We
have had presbytery leaders tell interested congregations that they may not be a good
fit with ECO because they want to simply be a functionally independent congregation.
But, we can’t be a covenant community in between churches in presbyteries, Mission
Affinity Groups, and Pastor Covenant Groups if we are not living out the reality of what it
means to be in a covenant community in our own sessions and leadership.
Transformation & Growth
Whether you are participating in ELI, Becoming a Flourishing Church, or working with
some of our outside partners on a particular growth area, I encourage you to take
seriously the call to transform your sessions into upper room experiences. Your heart,
your leadership and your congregation will be changed!

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders,
Family Focus Team & Vision Team.

For Our Family Focus Team: Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George and Ginny
Mountain, Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Patti Otto.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer for PC(USA) Missionaries Greg and Chris Callison, Carolyn Kurtz,
Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1. Tuesday Bible study is taking a Spring Break. Study will start again
in June for the Summer. See Craig Reynolds for more information.

2. Thursday Night Women's Bible Study is on Break. Contact Teresa Wilbur for
more information.
3. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

4. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for April are: Peanut

Butter and Jelly. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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May, 2017
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

Prayer 3 pm

Worship 6:30 PM

7

8

9

10

11

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3 pm

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

Cafe Justo Available

14

15

16

17

18

PraiseBand 8 am

Men’s Breakfast

Worship 9:30 am

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Family Focus Team
2 PM

21
Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

22

23

Newsletter
articles due

29

24

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

28

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

30

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm

25

26

27

Prayer 3 pm

31

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(480) 946-4207
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
May, 2017
Since 1958
The Messenger is published monthly by Scottsdale Presbyterian Church —USPS 4860000
Periodical postage paid at Scottsdale, AZ. Postmaster send address changes to:
Vl. 37, Issue 5
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
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Sexton

Nursery Care Attendant

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com

page

10

