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“I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears." 

The sessions of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Mountain View Presbyterian Church have both 
declared their intention to unite as one congregation. They did this after reviewing the final reports of the 
Vision Team and the Logistics Team (which may be found below). What does this mean?

First, it means that both groups of church leaders believe that the most effective way for us to flourish and 
make disciples of Jesus Christ is by moving forward together. We believe it is God’s will for us unite in 
order to more effectively share Jesus with our neighbors. 

Second, it will mean that the Scottsdale Presbyterian Church campus will continue as a place of worship 
and ministry. Live Sunday morning worship (live music and worship leaders) will continue here, now as  
part of a multi-site church.  Besides becoming the “south campus” of a larger and united congregation, it 
will also be the designated site for multiple new church plants targeting both young adults (worshipping in 
English) and new immigrant populations (worshipping in other languages). We will also continue our 
ministry to people experiencing homelessness, now with more volunteers to help.

The next steps include congregational meetings in March for both Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and 
Mountain View Presbyterian Church. This is when a new set of by-laws would be approved, and a new 
slate of elders (from both congregations) would be elected. Any other motions deemed necessary by the 
ECO Synod national office would also be handled at that same time. Dana Allin, the Synod Executive Of 
ECO, will be visiting us in Scottsdale on March 17-18. 

The session of SPC is attempting to call everyone in our church to answer questions. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please let us know. Also, please continue to pray for our church and for this process 
that God’s will be done.

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Psalm 34:4

In His service, Pastor Bruce 



PANDEMIC PIANO
Director of Music, Carol E. Petersen
March, 2021

About 2 weeks ago I went to the church and sat down at the new Baldwin piano, the 
Roland digital piano and the organ, just to play to my heart’s content.  There was no 
reason other than I wanted to.  It turned out to be a very pleasant day. I shared with my 
friends about the fun I had all by myself in the church. 

Recently I’ve also been sitting down at my own piano in my condo.  Again I admit I am 
enjoying the satisfaction of simply playing the piano for my own enjoyment.  

I hope you also can find an expression of familiarity that can serve to ground you and 
give you joy as we continue on this unprecedented journey. 

SPC will be providing the music for the March 3 Lenten Vesper Series at Mountain 
View. Please pray for Brett, Megan and myself as we prepare. Pastor Bruce will be 
preaching.

We can look forward to a Palm Sunday afternoon Musica Nova Concert hosted by SPC. 
“Stabat Mater” will be performed, along with a Haydn symphony.  It will be live-streamed 
and also live for a limited number of guests.  Look for more details in the future.

Hopefully by the time you are reading this article, plans to return to live worship will be 
forming.  We are thankful for the new friendship we are forming with the sister 
Presbyterian church we share Hayden Road with on either end of Scottsdale.  This 
friendship is a major positive change which came out of this Covid experience and we 
rejoice in what God may have in store for our church families. 

We love to sing “God is good all the time”!  I first learned this song on the 2014 
GreenStone Ministry Bible Distribution trip.  An Ethiopian woman who now lives in Qatar 
taught it to us as we drove many kilometers in the van.   I trust we all have good 
reasons to sing it over and over again -  “God is good all the time.”  

Blessings to you!
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Live Worship and Online Worship from SPC begins March 14th 

Sunday Online Worship from Mt View at 9:00 AM 
Live and Online worship at SPC at 10:30 AM  (Beginning March 14)

March 7th Title: Known Through Prayer 
Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 
9:00 Preacher: Pastor Steve 

March 14th Title: Known Through Generosity 
9:00 Preacher: Pastor Steve  
Scripture: Luke 12:13-21  
9:00 Preacher: Pastor Lyn 

10:30 Preacher: Pastor Bruce (Live & online from SPC) 

March 21st Title: Known Through Communion 
Scripture: Luke 22:14-20 
9:00 Preacher: Pastor Steve 

  10:30 Preacher: Pastor Bruce (Live & online from SPC) 

March 28th  Title: Known Through Worship 
Scripture: Luke:19:28-40  
9:00 Preacher: Pastor Bruce 10:30 Preacher: 
Pastor Bruce(Live & online from SPC) 

The New Automatic Entry Doors have been Installed!

____________________________________________________________________
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Following Jesus: Finding Our Way Home in an Age of Anxiety 
Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 PM 
Online or In Person 

Join us on live stream for Lenten Vespers each Wednesday 
at 6:00 PM. Join us on live stream or in person as we 
worship, take communion, and focus on following Jesus. We 
will be teaching from the book Following Jesus: Finding 
Our Way Home in an Age of Anxiety by Henri Nouwen. 
During one of the most difficult times in Nouwen’s life, he 
learned to focus on the love of Christ with hope and purpose 
acknowledging the fear and anxiety he felt but not letting it 
rule his life. If you wish to purchase the book, it may be found 
on Amazon. 

March 3rd 

March 10th 

March 17th 

March 24th 

The Challenge: Love your enemies  
Luke 6: 27-35 
Pastor Bruce 

The Cost: Take Up Your Cross  
Matthew 11: 28-30 
Pastor Steve 

The Reward: My Joy Will Be Yours  
John 15: 11 and 16:20-22 
Pastor Lyn 

The Promise: I Will Be With You Always  
John 16:7-15, Matthew 28:18-20 
Pastor Bruce 

No Wednesday night class during Holy Week 
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March 28, Palm Sunday   9:00 AM (online and live @ Mt View) 
10:30 AM (online and live  @ SPC) 

April 1st, Maundy Thursday   6:30 PM (online and live @ Mt View) 

April 2nd, Good Friday  12:00 Noon (online @ Mt View)  

April 4th, Easter    7:00 AM (live @ Mt View)  
  9:00 AM (online and live @ Mt View) 
10:30 AM (live @ Mt View)  

Free Palm Sunday Concert at SPC, March 28th at 2:00 PM 

MusicaNova presents a creative mix of two settings of a 13th-century Christian hymn to 
Mary: Giovanni Battista Pergolesi’s celebrated 1736 version and J.S. Bach’s 
modifications from a dozen years later. The result is an original interpretation for 
chamber orchestra and vocalists, led by guest conductor Scott Youngs and featuring 
soprano Melissa Solomon and alto Claire Penneau. The concert will be held at 
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church on Sunday, March 28th at 2:00 PM. 

Tickets www.stabat.brownpapertickets.com 
Tickets: Free (Live-streamed with limited in-person seating by reservation) 
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Forty Days 

Some events in life, like Lent, are on a continuum.  Ash 
Wednesday eventually leads to Maundy Thursday, 
culminating in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. 

The Lenten season is a preparation for these events.  
Believers, literally or figuratively, put on sackcloth and 
ashes during this time of mourning, contemplation, 
repentance and self-denial. The readings of Biblical 
passages illuminate Jesus’ life and describe His 
relationships with human beings, giving us the hope of 
eternal life. 

The word, Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon, lencten which 
means lengthen.  In Spring as time moves toward Easter, 
days become longer, trees and flowers bud, and the sun 
shines more with the rebirth of nature.   

We then begin to escape the darkness of life and Lent into 
the light.  At the end of forty days, we rejoice in the glorious 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior. As the angel at Jesus’ 
tomb speaks to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, “He is 
not here: for he is risen. . . .” (Matthew 26:6) 

Dear Lord, 

Help us to feel your presence throughout this sacred season. 

Amen 
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Report of the Vision Team 

MV / Scottsdale Presbyterian Church Vision 

Statement Mission:   God is a “sending God” who creatively takes the initiative to redeem His world. The 
church is the instrument of God’s mission in the world. We believe Mountain View and 
Scottsdale Presbyterian Churches are being invited and empowered by God to participate in his 
work already ordained for Scottsdale.  Therefore, rather than believing that the church has a 
mission to accomplish, we can envision and act on the fact that God’s mission has a church.  

Purpose: 
The purpose of uniting Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Mountain View Presbyterian 
Church is to come together to more effectively share Jesus with our neighbors. 

Vision: 
The unchurched, dechurched and needy of Scottsdale will be renewed and transformed 
by a flourishing Christian community of Faith, Hope & Love in Christ. 

Objective:  
Make Followers of Jesus (Mt. 28: 18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. 

[Because this united church will have mission as both its originating impulse and its 
organizing principle, it will be patterned after what God has done in Jesus Christ, that is, 
to be sent into the world; not to expect people to come to us.] 

Strategy: 
∆ Worship (1 Chronicles 16:29) 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an 
offering, and come before him.  Worship the LORD in holy 
splendor. 

∆ Evangelism (Luke 2:10) 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:” 

∆ Service (1 Peter 4:10) 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve 
one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 

∆ Caring (John 13:34) 
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I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 

∆ Teaching (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

From MVPC    

Carl Johnson   
Grant Lindsay 
Frank Pugh 
Steve Beard 

Report of the Logistics Team 

The congregations of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church (“SPC”) and Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church (“MVPC”) appointed members of their congregations to explore the 
logistical aspects of a possible unification of the two congregations. Several meetings were 
conducted in person and by Zoom and the findings and recommendations of the committee are 
contained herein.  

The exploration was undertaken without any preconceived notion as to the outcome or 
the timing of any future action in the hope that our deliberations would be guided by the Holy 
Spirit. The members engaged in open and frank discussions of the issues at hand with the goal 
that we could find the best way to serve the Lord in our communities. It is expected that these 
conclusions will be accepted in that light. 

Legal Considerations 

The first area of concern was the legal structure that any unification of the organizations 
would take. Concern was expressed that any new entity not be subject to any contingent 
liabilities from the past of either organization. While neither organization is currently in litigation 
or aware of any possible or threatened litigation, a way of insulating the new organization from 
liability was thought to be a good goal. There was also a concern with maintaining some form of 
the SPC entity in the event that there are future gifts to be received as a result of any estate 
planning already done by possible donors.  

Toward that end, information was received from MVPC’s attorney on a plan of 
reorganizing the entities into a series of operating LLC’s and holding LLC’s to insulate the real 
estate of both organizations from potential liabilities such as suits arising from church 
sponsorship of boy scout troops or other potential personal injury liabilities. Indeed, MVPC has 
already undertaken reorganization to insulate its holdings form such liabilities.  

From SPC

Jim Myers
Eric Palumbo
Laurie Johnson 
Bruce Johnson
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Recommendation: If SPC and MVPC determine to unify, SPC should be reorganized as 
wholly owned subsidiaries under the MVPC structure in accordance with the plan suggested by 
MVPC’s attorney. The congregation of SPC may wish to retain separate counsel to review the 
work and separately advise them as the assets and liabilities of SPC are transferred to these 
subsidiaries.  

Financial Considerations 

 The profit and loss statements, financial statements and budgets of both SPC and MVPC 
were exchanged and reviewed. Both entities have significant net worth and substantial liquidity. 
MVPC does not have any significant debt. SPC is carrying a significant unsecured debt as a 
result of joining the ECO denomination. MVPC has been operating on a balanced budget 
supported by current giving. For a number of years, SPC has had to rely on its reserves or 
significant gifts made from probate estates in order to balance its budget as current gifting has 
not been sufficient to meet basic operational needs.  

One advantage to unification would be the benefits of the economy of scale of combining 
finances and not maintaining separate financial entities.  

Recommendation: If SPC and MVPC determine to unify, SPC should use some of its 
liquidity to retire the unsecured debt. There is more than sufficient liquidity to accomplish that 
payment which will leave joint organization without any debt going forward. All income and 
expenses should be combined going forward from the date of unification.  

Physical Plant Considerations 

MVPC has recently undertaken improvement of its parking lot. MVPC has not indicated 
that there are any other significant capital improvements on their agenda at this time.  

SPC has recently installed new automatic doors to make access easier for its aging 
congregants and reduce the necessity of touch which is of concern during a pandemic. SPC is 
also completing improvement of its internet infrastructure and a/v equipment in preparation for 
live transmission of its services. The SPC church is in need of roof repairs and the parking lot is 
also do for improvements. SPC has recently conducted a capital funds drive and received pledges 
for payment of $113,000 over a period of three years to contribute to that expense. However, the 
total costs of those improvements could exceed that amount.  

Last year, SPC entered a 5 year lease with another non-denominational church for use of 
its Fellowship Hall and classrooms. The other church, while it has not been meeting, has stayed 
current on its financial obligations. Some flexibility may be needed at some point to enable that 
congregation to continue.  

Recommendation: If SPC and MVPC determine to unify, the new entity will need to 
assess and plan for some repairs/improvements to the SPC campus.  

Personnel Considerations 

MVPC has a larger staff and payroll than SPC. Some of the functions of the current 
positions at each church overlap and there could be some savings by elimination of positions or 
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redefining the specific roles. Those determinations should be made by any new governing board 
transparently and any current employees whose positions are eliminated should be given 
adequate time and severance to transition to new employment.  

Neither congregation wishes to lose its current pastoral leadership and there is no intent 
that any pastoral positions will be eliminated. However, the roles of the pastor may change as 
God calls us to be better disciples.  

Recommendation: If SPC and MVPC determine to unify, the new governing board 
should consider the necessity of continuing the current positions other than the pastoral positions 
and how to transition any employees whose positions are terminated in a caring and loving 
manner.  

Governance Considerations 

MVPC currently has a Session of 14 members but consideration is being given to 
reducing that number as a bylaw change to the reorganization being done. SPC ‘s Session has 5 
members. For a period of time after unification, representation from each of the former 
congregations on the Session of the new entity would be positive to make sure that all concerns 
are heard and considered.  

Recommendation: If SPC and MVPC determine to unify, at least 3 or 4 members of the 
Session of the new governing entity should come from members of the former SPC 
congregation. It was the consensus of the Logistics Team that unification of the two churches is 
possible, practical and that there are positive outcomes to be expected to the benefit of the 
greater Scottsdale spiritual community.  

Respectfully submitted, 

From SPC  From MVPC  
Bob Howard   Tom Eggert  
Jeff Barton   Neal Replogle  
Bruce Johnson Bill Franquemont 

Steve Beard 
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……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Joe Biden, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor David Ortega.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Eric Palumbo, Liz Hill and Jim Myers.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard and Jeffrey Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom. Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy 
Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Prayer Team

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Our Prayer Team consists of people who would be happy to pray for 
you, your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may 
have. Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to 
have your requests added. 
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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