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“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Pastor's Column
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In His service, Pastor Bruce 

How do we stay the course, and not become discouraged, as we continue to wait? The question of 
waiting was addressed by the Apostle Paul in Galatians chapter 6. It is not easy waiting on Christ’s 
return, waiting for the world to change, waiting for holiness to be more consistently displayed in our 
own lives. Yet waiting is normal. Crops planted today will not be harvested tomorrow. It takes time. 
What helps us to wait is remembering that the harvest will be good. 

What good work does the Lord want to produce in me during this period of waiting? Am I open to 
the Lord’s plans and the Lord’s timing? Will I yield to Him? Psalm 123:2 says, 
…as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes look to the LORD our God,
Until He has mercy on us.
Following the Lord is all about waiting eagerly for God’s movement and God’s mercy. 

God be with us as we wait for the world to be different and as we wait eagerly on the Lord.

Galatians 6:9

Looking at the dramatic rise in COVID-19 cases in Arizona, a Harvard 
University epidemiologist recently declared our state to be the worst off of any 
state in the country. Moreover, Arizona has now surpassed the countries of 
Brazil and Peru in being one of the hardest hit regions in the entire world. The 
lack of any leveling off of coronavirus statistics mean that our state remains 
only in Phase 1 of recovery. We still have an exceedingly long way to go.



SPC Prayer and Fasting - July 10, 2020 
“Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great  

and mighty things which you do not know.”  Jer 33:3 

The SPC Prayer Team wishes to thank you for your participation in the 
June 12 day of prayer and fasting.  The fasting discipline often brings a 
change into our prayer lives, a sense of being more connected to the Lord 
and although there may be some discomfort during the fast, the days 
following are more clearly focused on spiritual things.  Also fasting brings 
clarity of guidance and direction to our personal and corporate lives.  We 
welcome your comments.


The SPC Prayer Team invites you to participate in the 2nd monthly day of 
Fasting and Prayer on Friday, July 10.  As Pastor Bruce has explained, 
Biblical fasting can be experienced in different ways, however the most 
common way is to fast from food from morning to sunset, with water, 
juices or broth throughout the day.  


Sometimes due to health issues, a fast may be for only 1 meal or if that is 
not possible, a fast can be from watching TV or abstaining from some 
favorite activity.  


The most important thing to remember about the fast is the prayer part! 
The Lord will direct your prayers.  The Psalms of Ascent that have been 
part of the recent joint sermon series with Mountain View are good 
resources to guide your prayer.  I also personally enjoy listening to 
Christian music as my prayers and praises are inspired by the music. Pray 
intentionally with trust in your heart that God hears your prayers in Jesus’ 
Name!


In the book of James 4:8 and 10 we read: “Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you.”  “Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift 
you up.”  Fasting is an act of humility.


Please pray for our nation and our church family as we return to 
worshiping together.  Also please pray for brothers and sisters in Ethiopia 
and other countries who are suffering at an intense level due to the virus.


 “For my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations” - Isaiah 56:8	



Prayer Requests 
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your 
requests added to the prayer chain. 
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 July 2020 Preaching/Teaching Schedule 
Scottsdale Presbyterian & Mt. View Presbyterian Churches 

“Songs for the Journey” 
(A Study of a Long Obedience in the Same Direction and the 

Psalms of Ascent) 

Worship Sundays at 9:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:00 AM 

Go to https://www.youtube.com/c/mtviewpres. 

______________________________________________________________



June 28th & July 1st 
Title: Service 
Scripture: Ps. 123 
Theme:  Being Christ’s Servant in the World 
Preacher: Bruce 
Teacher: Steve 

July 5th and 8th 
Title: Help 
Scripture: Ps. 124 
Theme:  God is the Lord who is on our Side 
Preacher: Steve 
Teacher: Bruce 

July 12th & 15th 
Title: Security 
Scripture: Ps. 125 
Theme: Whom do we trust? 
Preacher: Bruce 
Teacher: Bob Simmons 

July 19th and 22nd 
Title:  Joy 
Scripture: Ps. 126 
Theme: Finding God’s Joy in Life 
Preacher: Steve 
Teacher: Lyn (pre-record) 

July 26th & 29th 
Title: Work 
Scripture: Ps. 127 
Theme: “Unless the Lord builds the House… 
Preacher: Steve 
Teacher: Bruce 

Group Date/Time  Leader 
Saturday Bible Study Saturdays @ 9 AM  Paul Stirnaman 
Choir  Sundays @ 10:30 AM Carol Petersen 
Session Third Tuesays @ 7 PM Bruce Johnson 

_______________________________________________________________ 

SPC Small Groups Meetings Online: 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ,

The evangelism committee at Scottsdale Presbyterian Church is pleased be adding an evangelism column 
to the monthly church newsletter.  Our goal is to offer you tools to use in your conversations with friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, and family as you share Christ with them.  This is our first column.  If you like, 
you can save these columns to grow a collection of information that you can share with others.  

We would also like to offer our help.  If, in your discussions with others, you are confronted with a 
question about the Bible or Christianity that you cannot answer, please consider sharing that question 
with Pastor Bruce (602-923-4299) or Jim or Ann Myers (480-483-4602) or Paul Stirnaman 
(562-650-3337).  God bless you as you glorify God by spreading the Good News of the Gospel!

in Christ,

Jim and Paul

-----------------------
A simple and understandable way to explain to your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers 

what Christ accomplished for you on the cross was given by many years ago by a Church of England priest 
named Nicky Gumbel, as part of a course called Alpha that he headed starting in 1990.  (The Alpha course 
was extremely successful.  It was used all over the world to bring thousands of people to Christ.)  Here is 
the story that Nicky told.

Two men were inseparable best friends in high school.  But as it often happens, after high school 
their lives went in different directions and they lost track of each other.

One of the friends went to a good college.  He studied hard, got great grades, excelled at law school, 
and became an attorney.  After growing his successful practice, he was appointed judge.

The other friend’s life went another direction.  He got into the wrong crowd, started doing drugs 
and ended up burglarizing houses in order to support his drug habit.  One day, he was arrested, jailed, and 
held for trial. 

When he appeared before the judge at his trial, guess who the judge was.  It was his old high school 
friend.  The criminal thought, “This is great!  Surely, my old friend won’t send me to jail!”  But he was 
stunned to hear his friend, the judge, pronounce him guilty and announce that the sentence was either 6 
months in jail or a $10,000 fine.  He certainly didn’t want to go to jail and he didn’t have $10, let alone 
$10,000.

But then, the judge stood up, took off his robe and walked to the front of the bench.  He took out 
his checkbook and wrote out a check for $10,000.  He then turned to his friend, the criminal and said, 
“Friend, come home with me.  I will get you the help that you need and make everything right.”

As a judge, the successful friend could not just pretend that there was no crime.  His job required 
him to dispense justice.  But as a loving friend, the judge paid the cost of the criminal’s sin.

This is what Jesus did for us on the cross.  As the Judge of the universe, He must be just.  He cannot 
just pretend that we have not sinned and that we don't deserve to be punished for the many times when we 
have wronged others, ourselves, and God.  But, as a loving friend, He paid the price for our sin.  If we 
accept what He has done for us, we are no longer doomed to hell, but are again “best friends” with God.  
We can “come home” with God who will make everything right.

Romans 5:8, But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.
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……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care. 

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.

For Our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, 
and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

It is with sadness we report that Alveda Spencer passed away. Our prayers go out 
to her family, especially Tina Sedlock & Eric Palumbo as they mourn her loss and 
rejoice in her home-going.
A memorial service is planned for July 25th at 1pm. 



With more than 6,500 low-income students in the Scottsdale Unified School District, the 
district’s Back to School Program, facilitated by Scottsdale Community Partners, 
provides qualified students with a new, large backpack full of school supplies such as 
three-ring binders; a pair of running shoes, and clothing including pants, shirts, socks 
and undergarments. 

It is now possible to donate such items online by going to 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2BSVQDQY5P93V?ref_=wl_share 

The event works with the City of Scottsdale’s Covering the Bases: Back to School 
Program, along with the SUSD, and several non-profit, civic, faith, and business 
organizations to assist needy students. This year’s Back to School will be held on July 
22nd. 
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Relaunch Team Continues to Plan 

SPC’s Relaunch Team is contuing plan for a return to live worship service whenever we 
can do so safely. The Relaunch Team makes recommendations to our session, and 
session will make the final decisions. The current interim plan would be to continue to 
live stream collabortive worship with Mountain View at 9:00 AM on Sundays and 
eventually to add live worship at SPC at 10:00 AM on Sundays  during Phase 3 of 
recovory. Arizoan in currently still in Phase 1 of recovery. 

Live worship, whenever we relaunch, will be different. Here is what to expect: 

u All worshippers will be asked to wear facemasks
u Extra facemasks will be available to those who forgot to bring one
u Some doors designated as “Entrance” and others as “Exit” so that

members do not bump into each other
u No greeters: we will have ushers stationed to help open doors for those

needing help
u No bulletins
u Every other pew roped off
u Sitting six feet apart on seats that remain
u For Communion:  An all-in-one communion cups have been ordered and

are here.
u No singing by the congregation or only singing with masks on
u No hymnals
u No passing of the peace
u No passing of the offering plates but using offering boxes in the back
u No coffee hour
u No Sunday School, nursery, or children’s ministry for awhile
u Bottles of hand sanitizers strategically placed.

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19 Page 8



Capital Improvement Fund Drive being Planned 

At their regular June session meeting, conducted via Zoom, the SPC elders approved 
the idea for a new capital fund drive for the church. This would be to raise money for  
both long-delayed facilities repairs and emerging needs related to relaunching after the 
pandemic. These various projects include:  

 New sanctuary doors which can
open automatically as need.

 Cameras to record worship
services

 Installing fiber optic lines in order
to broadcast services on the
internet

 Repaving the church parking lot
 New shingles for the church roof.

Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation 
A study and discussion group for Hope Presbytery 

• Who: Anyone is welcome to join, but the focus
audience will be members and leaders in ECO
churches in Arizona.
• What: A study and discussion group. The
group will read the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing
God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation by Latasha
Morrison. Everyone will read a chapter of the book
during the week and our time together will mainly be
spent with discussion questions based on the reading.
• When: Starting in mid-July and running for 10
weeks, meeting once a week via Zoom.

• Where: On Zoom.
• Why: it is the right time to have this discussion. In our predominantly white

churches, we need to have discussions pursuing God’s heart for racial
reconciliation.

It will be led by Rev Dr Shawn Bawulski, who is a pastor in Hope Presbytery and a 
pastor “on loan” to Congregation of the Good Shepherd in Beijing, China.  Dr. Bawulski 
is a pastor and a theologian. He has a PhD from the University of St. Andrews in St 
Andrews, Scotland, and has taught Theology at universities in the US and in 
Europe. He is passionate about racial justice and racial reconciliation, especially in the 
church. 

______________________________________________________________________
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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