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In His service, 
Pastor Bruce 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.

They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion
therefore I will wait for him.” Lamentations 3:22-24

LLast month, in the same week, three of our four church staff were either recovering from
COVID or in quarantine after exposure to COVID. Considering that, and the rising
number of new cases in Arizona, our session has made the painful decision to shut
down live worship at SPC for the foreseeable future. Fortunately, our online
collaborative worship services will continue every Sunday at 9:00 AM. We are grateful
for those virtual gatherings even as we long to see one another face-to-face again.

DDuring this strange season, when little is
the same as it used to be, our
denomination is putting together a Virtual
Gathering for all ECO congregations and

covenant partners from Friday, January 29 h to Sunday January 31st . It is designed so that 
everyone at Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and our sister churches can be to be 
encouraged, inspired, challenged, and get excited about the vision which God has for us. It 
may be just what we need.

Our Synod staff explains the Virtual Gathering this way:

One of the measures of a flourishing ECO church is that it normalizes risk
taking. Every single one of our congregations, big or small, rural, or urban,
thriving or struggling, has been taking countless risks as we have navigated more
fast paced change than we ever imagined possible. We are weary, but we
continue to seek out and trust opportunities that cause us to rely on the Lord. We
continue to experiment and try new things (even when we fail). We do whatever it
takes to see God’s Kingdom come in our context, and in our world.
Through it all, we know our loving God is calling us to take one flourishing step at
a time…into the unknown.

The National Gathering is free, but you must register for it ahead of time by going to
https://econationalgathering.org/register/. The day before the National Gathering begins,
you will be sent a link to log in. Please join me, our session, and many others for this 
encouraging time together.

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19



This familiar Christmas view was sadly not seen this year by the SPC family so I’m sharing it 
with you today, even though you are seeing it in January, 2021! 

Perhaps the saddest hearts after the announcement that we would shut down again were in the 
faithful musicians who were prepared to share the joys of Christmas by safely arranging, 
rehearsing, and setting up for the celebration of the last 2 Sundays of Advent and Christmas Eve 
Communion!  The organ was tuned and the 2 new pianos were ready to go! We so enjoyed the 9 
previous weeks we worshiped together! 

As we prepared we were always careful to wear masks and/or social distance.  There were 
intentionally limited musicians so there could be social distancing.  Special thanks to the Covid 
Music Team for their outstanding commitment!  

Here’s a sample of what we were prepared to share with you!  So sorry you missed it!  We are 
too!  Maybe next Christmas! Have a blessed New Year!  Carol Petersen, Music Director 

      Dec 13:   “Away in a Manger” Handbell Quartet with Organ Chimes 
           “Mary Did You Know?” Megan Johnson, solo with Brett and Carol 

      Dec 20:  “What Child is This?” Randy S., cornet, Liz, cello and Brett, guitar	
          “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” - Praise and Worship Team 

      Dec 24:  String Quartet plus flute Prelude 
 Festival arrangements of “O Come All Ye Faithful” and 	 	
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” with Instrumental Ensemble, 
           Organ and Congregation 
“We Three Kings” - Jazz version with Praise and Worship Team 
“Silent Night” - Brett, Guitar 

 “The redeemed of the Lord shall return and come with singing unto Zion 
 and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.” Is 35:10
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Winter Sermon Series ROMANS 8: Paul’s Greatest 
Online Sunday Worship at 9:00 AM

January 3 Jackie Parks

January 10 Living in the Spirit
Romans 8:1-11 Pastor Steve

January 17 Heirs of Everything
Romans 8:12-17 Pastor Steve

January 24 Our Wonderful Future
Romans 8:18-25 Pastor Steve

January 31 Everything Good
Romans 8:26-30 Pastor Bruce

Wednesday Night  EZRA: Building a New Identity and Mission as God’s People
Online Bible Study at 6:00 PM

January 13 Ezra 1-2  The First Return Pastor Steve

January 20 Ezra 3  Rebuilding: Pros & Cons Pastor Bruce

January 27 Ezra 4 Opposition Pastor Lyn

February 3 Ezra 5-6  Recommitment & Resolution Pastor Steve

February 10 Ezra 7-8 Regathering Pastor Bruce

Town Hall for Mountain View & Scottsdale Presbyterian Churches 

Our two churches are exploring if joining forces 
and resources will enable us to share Jesus more 
effectively with our neighbors. Could we be 
together a flourishing Christian community, making 
new disciples, planting new churches, and having a 
deep impact on the Scottsdale community? What 
would that look like? 

An online townhall meeting is being planned for the end of January in order for elders and 
pastors from both churches to present what we know thus far. The ability to ask live questions 
from home will be part of this townhill event. Three teams with members from both churches 
will be working throughout January preparing for the townhall. Please be in prayer for that work 
and for God to guide and direct us.

____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Annual Meeting on January 24th

Due to COVID precautions, the 
annual congregational meeting will 
take place via Zoom this year on 
Sunday, January 24th at 10:30 AM. 
The link to use will be both emailed 
to church members and posted on 
the church’s website. The two 
required items of business at this 
meeting are (a) announcing the 
corporation officers for 2021, and 
(b) choosing additional members for
the 2021 Nominating Committee.

Day Relief Center Receives $200,000 of New Clothing
The New Faces Day Relief Center for people 
experiencing homelessness officially opened at 
our church on December 7th. Every Monday, 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, food, clothing and a 
place of rest awaits weary neighbors. In its first 
week of operations, 50 new winter coats were 
donated to this effort. In its second week of 
operation $200,000 of new clothing were 
donated by the Patagonia Company. 

The New Faces Partnership is a coalition of public, private, non-profit and faith 
groups in the City of Scottdale who have come together to assist the growing 
number of city residents and homeless who have been affected by the recent 
economic downturn. For the last ten years, Pastor Bruce has served as the 
convener of The New Faces Partnership. In January, a new shower trailer is 
expected to the added to this community effort. The Day Relief Center is staffed by 
Behavior Health professionals. Additional contracted cleaning to meet COVID 

standards for health and safety is also part of this plan. 

_____________________________________________________________
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From the ECO Synod Office: Your Flourishing Next Step 
Every Church, Every Leader, Every Disciple 

ECO’s ten-year vision articulates the Kingdom impact we believe God desires through the 
influence of our movement. We talk about millions of people being touched with the tangible 
expressions of the grace of God that will lead to many being lavishly adopted into His family. 
The way we experience this kind of impact is through a thousand flourishing churches that are 
equipping and empowering a multitude of people to have daily gospel influence. 

Recently in our newsletter, I said that one key strategy that will 
enable us to have a thousand flourishing churches has to be the 
planting of new churches. At the same time, we must not only start 
new churches but strengthen existing churches. One thousand 
churches isn’t just about the quantity of churches, it is about the 
quality. Therefore, we aim for one thousand flourishing churches. 
Our strategy at its core is to develop both lay and vocational leaders, 
who will be able to both plant and continually transform existing 
churches.   
One of the hidden blessings of this season is that churches are more aware of the need to engage 
in transformation. More leaders have expressed that COVID, as well as political and racial 
tensions have caused them to realize a lack of depth of discipleship within their covenant 
partners. The brokenness in our culture is also becoming more and more apparent, as is our 
congregations’ preparation to engage our surrounding culture in meaningful and effective ways. 
This season reveals that it is not just smaller or declining churches in need of transformation 
who may have to close their doors.  Even large churches with huge budgets may not be having 
the impact for the Kingdom that they could be having and may need to engage in purposeful 
transformation to reinvigorate the church’s discipleship and mission. Of course, there are no 
disciples and no churches that have fully arrived and reached movement potential. So, we say 
that every church, every leader, and every disciple should identify their Flourishing Next Step. 
How might you as a disciple, a leader, and a church, move toward greater flourishing? There are 
certainly plenty of opportunities to do so through ECO/Flourish or through a myriad of other 
venues! 
After our virtual National Gathering in January, we are going to make available a few shorter 
Flourishing Next Steps (FNS).  Sometimes we offer a 1-2-year intensive process which can be 
more like a Flourishing Next Leap for some people and churches! So, we will be offering shorter 
opportunities (6-8 weeks) to help you go a little deeper in some areas while not making a long-
term commitment. The specifics of these opportunities will be available shortly. 

In the meantime, I would encourage you to be thinking about how God is 
calling you to grow and develop as a disciple, a leader, or as a whole 
congregation. Whether you take advantage of an opportunity through us or 
through any other avenue, I encourage you to take one Flourishing Next 
Step and let God continue to do His mighty work in and through you!

In Christ,
Dana Allin, Synod Executive for ECO
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……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  J 

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen and Jim Myers.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom. Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy 
Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

_______________________________________________________________________?

Our Prayer Team consists of people who would be happy to pray for 
you, your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may 
have. Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to 
have your requests added. 

Prayer Team

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

11

Newsletter 
articles due 

13

3 4

10 12 15

2018 21 22

25 28

14

24 26 27

17 19

16

6 7

23

29

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

9
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January021

30

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Session 7pm
     Zoom

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Worship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 am
Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream 

Bible Study 9am

Online

Online

Online

Online

 Handbell Quartet Choir 
Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

 Handbell Quartet 
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship 
Team Sanctuary 

7-8 pm 

 Handbell Quartet 
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship 
Team Sanctuary 7-8 
pm 

 Handbell Quartet Choir 
Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

5

31

2

Worship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 am
Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream 

________________
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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