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Pastor's Column
“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house of the LORD,
they will flourish in the courts of our God. ”
Psalm 92:12-13
We have never had much success getting our Christmas cactus to bloom on schedule for the holidays.
Occasionally, it is gloriously colorful in January or February but rarely in December. (If you have any tricks that
work, please let us know.) What I do know is that blooming is a sign of good health. A healthy Christmas cactus
blooms because it is flourishing. An unhealthy Christmas cactus does not bloom because it is just trying to survive.
Like a Christmas cactus, an unhealthy human organization—one that is just trying to survive—is unlikely to
blossom.
At least once a year, ECO congregations send their elders and pastors to meet with the leaders of other
congregations for mutual encouragement and accountability. Called a “MAG” meeting (for Ministry Affinity
Group), it is part of the regular rhythm of our Presbyterian tribe. At the heart of such meetings are the narrative
questions. We ask one another:
Where have we seen your church flourish in the last year?
What needs to be changed, added, or improved in order for your ministry to flourish?
What Flourishing Next Step can you take to thrive?
What is asked of our church leaders each year can be asked about our own personal experiences of
following Christ. What next step can you and I take toward flourishing in the coming year? Is God calling you to
take a step in your discipleship journey? How about your leadership development? Maybe it’s time to take that next
step on mission to our local community.
At the end of this month, Laurie and I are being sent to First Presbyterian Church, Colorado Springs for
ECO’s first Pastor and Spouse Retreat. It will be a time for our personal nurture and growth as people and as a
couple. After the retreat, we will be joined by Tina Sedlock for our session, and other ECO pastors and elders across
the country for ECO’s National Gathering. This year’s theme is “Locally Grown: Cultivating your flourishing next
step.” The hope is that these times away will help us as people and as a congregation bloom where God has planted
us.
Let us all be in prayer for God’s direction as we take the next step in our journeys as followers of Christ.
In His service,
Pastor Bruce
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As I write this today it is 5 days until Christmas Eve! The last choir rehearsal will be
tonight and now we look forward to 2 wonderful services that lie ahead of us on Dec 23
and Dec 24. With guest instrumentalists at both services, there will be wonderful music
to look forward to!
I am reminded of a year when the calendar was similar. I was playing the organ at a
large Lutheran church in East Mesa that served primarily the retirement community in
East Mesa. At the time my dad was the visitation pastor and each Sunday he took
stacks of visitor cards home from which he chose individuals to call on which ultimately
led to more people coming to the already over-crowded church. Three other churches
were formed in East Mesa out of this congregation! It was an exciting place to serve!
The week-end of Christmas that year I played for 4 services for 2 days in a row.
Sunday (4) and Monday, Christmas Eve (4). I will never forget the feeling of absolute
exhaustion at the end of the final Christmas Eve service.
My friends have learned that Christmas Eve is not a good time to invite me for a visit.
After the candlelight service, I will be in my home, lighting the Christ candle on my
Advent log, probably enjoying shrimp and some of Judy’s great banana bread!
Christmas Day will be another story — lots of family/friend time and I will be bringing
Danish Junket and maybe Norwegian Lefse!
I miss having family near by but I have good friends/family who take good care of me.
My sister Kaye will be in Russia this year for Christmas, probably Moscow. It will be fun
to hear about her celebration! Our family is saddened to remember the death of a very
loving grand-nephew who passed away suddently this past summer. Other than the
anticipated death of my long-lived parents, our family has been so spared of this kind of
sudden sadness. I know there are many others who will experience a similar emptiness.
May the Lord bring peace and rest to all.
A good friend will also be missed at Christmas as he is part of the military units which
are deployed at the CA border. The word “suddenly” comes to mind in both of these
situations. Neither the death or the military were expected last Christmas. Lives can
change quickly and we rejoice that the Lord is always faithful.
Many thanks to each individual who has brought great joy to this SPC Advent and
Christmas season! May our new year blessings bring peace and love to all of us!
Carol Petersen, Director of Music

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office or email info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your
requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
January 7
January 13
January 20
January 27

Matthew 2:1-23
John 13:1-17
John 14:1-17
John 15:1-17

A Time for Direction
Service Above Self
Greater Things
How do I Love Thee?

____________________________________________________________________________

Congregational Meeting
On Sunday, January 6th, there will be a brief congregational meeting following worship
for the purpose of electing new church elders. The church will receive a report from our
Nomination Committee at that time.
____________________________________________________________________________

Annual Meeting, Q & A Session, and Chili Supper January 27
Our annual congregational meeting will be held in the sanctuary following worship
on Sunday, January 27th. Come rejoice with us in all that God is doing in and
through Scottsdale Presbyterian Church. Besides the presentation of 2017 reports,
there is a Question and Answer time about plans for the future. Afterwards, we’ll
enjoy a chili supper in the Narthex.
____________________________________________________________________________

Our next Community Concert is on Feb. 10th at 3 PM and
will be Senegalese Sabar Drum music with Dethie Diouf and
Sonja Branch with dancers, 40 drums and a chance for
everyone to participate!
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Lockboxes for Seniors Safety
Are you concerned about how the police and fire departments would get into your home
if you (or someone you know) were alone, unconscious or unable to get to the door?
The Secure Lockbox Program is primarily for elderly residents who live alone, physically
challenged, or have a medical condition with a probability that it be necessary to call 911
for assistance.

This program allows first responders to gain entry
into a senior’s home in the event of an emergency,
without breaking in if the resident is unable to get to
the door. The lockbox code is known only to police
and fire first respondents, and only used in the case of
an emergency. Many of these programs in the East
Valley are sponsored by your local Association of
Realtors®, and administered by your city emergency
personnel.

If you live in Scottsdale or Fountain Hills and are interested in having a lockbox on your
home for first responders, please see contact information below:
Scottsdale residents – Fill out the online form or call 1-877-229-5042 to arrange for
delivery. Questions? Contact Amanda@ScottsdaleREALTORS.org.
Fountain Hills residents – Call 1-877-229-5042. Questions? Contact
Amanda@ScottsdaleREALTORS.org.
Other cities that offer similar programs include: Chandler, Mesa, Tempe, Gilbert, Sun
City.
Contact Liz Hill if you have questions or need assistance.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Recycling Opportunity

Do you have part of a bottle of shampoo or body wash you no longer use? Bars of soap new or
lightly used? Left over hand lotion or toothpaste after you found a better brand? Cosmetics you
no longer use - lipstick, eyeshadow, face cream, blush or maybe nai polish? Dig them out and
donate them to Interfaith Ministeries. They give out small portions of liquids, refurbish
cosmetics and give to the homeless, some of whom have never had any of these before.
Small pill bottles with lables removed and larger vitamin or supplement bottles (labels okay)
are needed for distribution.
Check with Ginny Mountain for more information.

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staf f ,
Elders, Family Focus Team and Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard,

Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Jackie Parks (Church of the Desert)

For Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Jackie Parks, Pastor Sean Mortenson and
Pastor Bruce Johnson.
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1 Thursday night Women's Bible study : See Theresa Wibur for information

2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3 Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for January are:

Deodorant and canned beans. These items may be dropped off in the
Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.
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South Scottsdale Churches for Unity

MLK Joint Worship Service
Monday, Jan 21st at 6:30 PM

New Life Christian Church
2500 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale
This communication is to inform you of a
wonderful ministry opportunity that NLCC
will be participating in. My staff and I meet
regularly with other Evangelical pastors in our
neighborhood for common encouragement and prayer. During the last few months our
discussions gave birth to what we believe is a Holy Spirit inspired idea. The idea is to
demonstrate to our community that even though our churches are unique in doctrine
and expressions of faith we can still model the Christian values of compassion, unity
and concern for our neighbors that Rev. Martin Luther King preached about. In the
last few months my staff and I have been in discussions with Pastor Bruce Johnson of First
Presbyterian Church, Pastor Matt Rundio of Scottsdale First Church of the Nazarene,
Pastor Jim Coston of First Baptist Church of Scottsdale and Bob Dunn of Youth Link. We
have agreed to mutually plan out, invest in and carry out a Christian church service
recognizing the secular holiday of MLK day. We are calling our alliance, South Scottsdale
Churches for Unity.
Our objective is for said churches to cooperate and advertise this uniquely Christian event
and gather together on MLK day at NLCC church on Monday, Jan 21st at 6:30 pm. All the
lead pastors would cooperate in leading the service. The main
message would be a 9-minute clip of a portion of
MLK’s message “Letter from a Birmingham jail”. Each
pastor would share some personal words expressing
lament, faith and hope. The highlight would be a
combined communion service followed by a
rededication to Christ’s command to serve one
another….
In a time where distrust, misunderstanding and the
blurring of truth seems to dominate our community, I
hope you see the value of those that claim to represent
Christ living out God’s command to love one another,
serve one another and be a light in our community.
Always pulling for you,
Pastor Luis, Head Pastor
New Life Christian Church

January, 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

Prayer 3pm

6

7

8

9

10

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Prayer 3pm
Handbell Choir

Congregational
Meeting following
Worship

13

6pm

Adult Choir

7pm

14

15

16

17

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:00—9:00 am

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Randy’s Café
Handbell Choir

Session 7 pm

6pm

Prayer 3pm

Adult Choir

Newsletter
articles due

Chaparral
& Hayden

7pm

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Handbell Choir

6pm

Adult Choir

7pm

27

28

29

30

Prayer 3pm

31

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Annual Meeting &
chili Supper

Handbell
nd
Choir

6pm

Adult Choir

7pm
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joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
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Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Jane Cicinelli
Manager
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
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Our Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

