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Pastor's Column
"He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this
end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in
me. ”
Colossians 1:28-29

The heart of Christ is that we “make disciples of all nations…teaching them to obey
everything” he has commanded. This is the Great Commission Jesus gave both to us and to all
Christians around the world. During 2018, our Session is asking you and me to renew our efforts
in this area. How effective is Scottsdale Presbyterian Church in making fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ? Are we well-structured to help one another grow in our faith?
In going through ECO’s Flourishing Church material, the elders were asked to answer this
question: “What do you want to be true of your church that is not true now?” The answers which
the session, along with our Vision Team, came up with were:
Investigate applying for ECO’s Flourishing Discipleship initiative in
order to change our culture to be more of a discipleship culture.
We need to write out, adopt and implement a specific definition of Christian
discipleship.
We will take time in every Session meeting to check in with each other’s
current individual discipleship plan.
We will discern strategies to incorporate discipleship practices into existing
groups and teams in our church.
They are steps in a long-range plan to move us into a more intentional disciple-making culture.
This will be going on at the same time as our Session and Coordinating Team continue to
explore deeper collaboration with Redemption Church, Scottsdale. (You can read in this newsletter
the latest updates on that process.) For their part, Redemption Scottsdale is also placing an
emphasis during 2018 on discipleship and spiritual formation. So, we are on a similar wavelength,
following the common call of Christ to make disciples.
May the Lord help each of us grow closer to him in this new year. May we together help
one another “so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.”
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In His service,
Pastor Bruce
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“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20

from the SPC Choir,
the Handbell Choir and
the Praise Band!
May the music of the new year bless your
ears and fill your soul with joyful
anticipation!

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com
to have your requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

Guest Preacher
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

John Poling
Growing through Gratitude
Growing through Bearing Witness
Growing through Service

____________________________________________________________________

Annual Meeting, Q & A Session, and Chili Supper January 28
Our annual congregational meeting will be held in the sanctuary following worship
on Sunday, January 28th. Come rejoice with us in all that God is doing in and
through Scottsdale Presbyterian Church. It will also be the first formal Question
and Answer session for the Vision Team and the Collaboration Team about future
collaboration with Redemption Church, Scottsdale. Afterwards, we’ll enjoy a chili
supper in the Narthex.
_________________________________________________________________________

“A DAY WITH PAPA HAYDN”
January 27, 2018 – 3:00 PM
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church

General Admission $20 – Senior/
Student $15
Under 18 free with paid
admission

Haydn’s Morning, Mid-Day, and Evening symphonies are extraordinary in many ways. They were the
first he wrote after taking the appointment as Deputy Kapellmeister (Music Master) at the Court of Prince
Nikolaus I. Esterhazy, “The Magnificent,” in 1761. Haydn meant to both establish himself and usurp the
position of the aging Kapellmeister by showing that he had skills that his older colleague could only dream
of.
The symphonies are in fact in a hybrid form as there are solos for all the principal players in the orchestra,
so they sound as much like a concerto grosso as a symphony. By introducing these solos he was also
currying favor with the musicians in the orchestra – who received additional pay for playing solos! – and
the highly sophisticated music that he wrote was a delightful shock to the court. Sure enough, he was soon
in charge of all music at the Prince’s court.
The depiction of a sunrise at the opening of Symphony No. 6 is deeply symbolic. It was a new beginning
for Haydn, who had suffered years of poverty as freelancer, and the beginning of a new era of music. The
Classical era of musical composition began with these symphonies, succeeding the Baroque era of Bach
and Handel.

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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Collaboration Discussions between SPC and Redemption
The Coordinating Team of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Redemption
Church, Scottsdale met in November and December to focus on Worship
questions. What would Sunday morning look like at Hayden and Osborn Roads
if our two congregations began to worship together on a regular basis? Topics
we need to sort through include:
Music
Preaching
Offering
Communion
Prayer
Liturgy (Order of Worship)
Hospitality (Coffee Hour)
Bulletin
In each of these areas, the team is sorting through whether each is an instance of
“either/or,” “both/and,” or “neither/new.” For instance, Redemption Church is
used to doing Coffee Hour before worship and Scottsdale Pres is used to doing
Coffee Hour after worship. This may be an instance of “both/and” as, with
enough volunteers, coffee could be made available “both” before worship “and”
after worship.
Most of the time in the November and December meetings was spent on specific
planning for the combined Christmas Eve service. Some ideas discussed by the
Coordinating Team will be tried on December 24th. The January meeting will
be a chance to evaluate how it went.
______________________________________________________________________

What is a Same-Denomination Church Merger?
Most church mergers in the United States happen between
two nearby churches in the same denomination. Although
this is not the situation of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
and Redemption Church Scottsdale, we all can learn
something from this increasingly common form of
collaboration. Pastor Bruce spent six years leading a church
in New Mexico which had recently merged from a former all-Hispanic congregation and a
former all-Anglo congregation. The average length of same-denomination merger process is
seven months and usually involves a name change for the merged congregation. The
temptation is always to preserve our preferred way of doing things, memories of “We’ve
always done it that way.” Many successful churches, including congregations who have
merged, have discovered the importance of focusing instead on the mission of the church:
making disciples of Jesus Christ. The Same-Denomination Merger model is one of several
models which our Coordinating Team will be discussing in the coming months.

…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.

For Our Family Focus Team: Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George,
Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Patti Otto.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Ginny Mountain, Nellie Schwartz, Jackie Parks,
Pastor Sean Mortenson and Pastor Bruce Johnson.
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1. Thursday Night Women's Bible Study is taking a Holiday Break and will
Return in early 2018. Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.
2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for January are:

Deodorant and Canned Beans. These items may be dropped off in the
Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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January
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

7

8

9

Praise Band 8am

10

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

Prayer 3 pm

11

Family Focus
Team 10:30 am

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Prayer 3 pm
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

14

15

16

17

18

Praise Band 8am
Men’s Breakfast

Worship 9:30 am

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am
Session 7PM

21

22

23

Handbells 6pm

Chaparral
& Hayden

Prayer 3 pm

Choir 7pm

24

25

26

27

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

28

Newsletter
articles due

29

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

30

Prayer 3 pm

3pm

31

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Handbells 6pm

Congregation Meeting
& Chili Lunch

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Choir 7pm
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(480) 946-4207
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Manager

Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com
Sexton
Nursery Care Attendant

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com

page

8

